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Fury as PM changes code of 
onduct to ‘save his skin’ 


Boris Johnson was accused yester- 
day of changing the ministerial code 
to help “save his skin” before a new 
Partygate inquiry that could publish 
more photographs and subject him 
toa public grilling by MPs. 

The prime minister faced a bar- 
rage of criticism after he amended 
the rules yesterday to make clear 


that ministers would not always be 
expected to resign for breaching the 
code of conduct. Under new sanc- 
tions, they could just apologise or 
temporarily lose their pay instead. 

Johnson also blocked his inde- 
pendent ethics chief, Lord Geidt, 
from having the power to launch 
his own investigations, and rewrote 
the foreword to the ministerial 
code, removing all references to 
honesty, integrity, transparency and 
accountability. 


Johnson faces an inquiry by MPs 
on the privileges committee into 
whether he misled parliament over 
lockdown parties in Downing Street 
- which could itself be a breach of 
the ministerial code. Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats accused him of rig- 
ging thesystem to “get himself offthe 
hook” before the inquiry. 

Thenewversion of the ministerial 
code was published yesterday along- 
sidea government statement saying it 
was “disproportionate to expect that 


any breach, however minor, should 
lead automatically to resignation or 
dismissal”. No 10 said it had the back- 
ing of the committee on standardsin 
public life and Geidt, the adviser on 
ministerial interests. 

Ministers who knowingly mislead 
parliament are usually expected to 
resign, which is stated elsewhere in 
the code. However, Downing Street 
declined to say if Johnson would 
resign if found to have done so. 

One reason given for changing the 


rules was to “avoid incentives for triv- 
ial or vexatious complaints, which 
may be made for partisan reasons”. 
Chris Bryant, the Labour MP and 
chair of parliament’s standards com- 
mittee, said the weakening of the 
system was appalling. “The new min- 
isterial code is a disgrace. It means 
that the tiny semblance of account- 
ability disappears. ‘If you break the 
rules, just rewrite the rulebook’ is 
the motto of this despica- 
ble government,” he said. 
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Men and boys to be trained to 
challenge misogynistic behaviour 


Steven Morris 


Men and boys inacity rocked by hor- 
rific crimes against women will be 
coached to become “active bystand- 
ers”, able and prepared to challenge 
misogynistic behaviour as part of a 
string of new safety initiatives. 

The training is to take place in 
schools, businesses and social set- 
tings such as sports clubs across 
Plymouth, with males taught how 
to challenge inappropriate behav- 
iour and language aimed at females. 

Other recommendations made by 
the city’s Violence Against Women 
and Girls Commission include 
encouraging organisations - from 
shops to universities and NHS trusts 
- to appoint champions in charge 
of driving forward fundamental 
changes in attitudes and introduc- 
ing a charter mark to work towards. 


The commission was set up after 
the abduction and murder of Bob- 
bie-Anne McLeod, 18, who was 
kidnapped at a bus stop in Plym- 
outh and murdered by Cody Ackland, 
a 24-year-old local musician fasci- 
nated by serial killers. Ackland was 
jailed for at least 30 years last week 
and McLeod’s funeral took place in 
Plymouth on Thursday. 

Her murder in November 2021 
came three months after Jake 
Davison, a 22-year-old appren- 
tice crane operator who harboured 
extreme misogynistic views, shot 
dead five people in the city, includ- 
ing his mother. 

A report published by the com- 
mission yesterday says the city 
must make it easier for women to 
report threats and violence and feel 
empowered to speak about against 
harassment. It calls for improve- 
ments to streets and transport 
systems to make the city more secure. 


A Funeral of Bobbi-Anne McLeod, 
who was murdered in Plymouth 


Relevant organisations will be 
asked to develop “a coordinated 
response” to identify men and boys 
who are violent or abusive, witha 
focus on supporting them to change. 
A violence against women and girls 
“strategic lead” will be appointed. 

Rebecca Smith, the chair of the 
commission, said: “Violence against 
women and girls happens ona daily 
basis, beitin a text, verbally or phys- 
ically. We can’t do nothing. We must 


tackle male violence against women 
and girls at the root.” 

Nazir Afzal, the former chiefcrown 
prosecutor for north-west England, 
who worked on the Rochdale groom- 
ing scandal, said the commission’s 
report was “bold and brave”. Afzal, 
who advised the commission, said: 
“At its heart is the understanding that 
we must address the causes and not 
just the consequences.” 

Morethan1,300 local people gave 
evidence to the commission includ- 
ing women who had beenassaulted, 
stalked and abused. Almost 80% of 
people - mainly women and girls - 
who took partinan online survey said 
they felt unsafe when out after dark. 
Almost two-thirds reported experi- 
encing intimidating male behaviour 
when out. 

Young men in particular flagged 
up that they felt the internet was a 
place of “toxicmasculinity” and eas- 
ily accessible pornography. 

The report says that while every- 
one is responsible for creating a 
change in culture “men and boys 
can be particularly effective in chal- 
lenging the inappropriate behaviour 
of other men”. The city has started 
to roll out its active bystander train- 
ing but will now ramp up this effort. 


EasyJet 
cancels over 
200 flights 

as half-term 
exodus starts 


Gwyn Topham 
Transport correspondent 


EasyJet has cancelled more than 200 
flights over half-term from London 
Gatwick, upending the plans of tens 
of thousands of holidaymakers in the 
busiest period for air travel since the 
pandemic. 
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The last-minute cancellations 
came the day after the airline, Brit- 
ain’s biggest by passenger numbers, 
suffered IT problems that left a 
further 200 flights unable to take off, 
and followed cancellations earlier 
in the day at Gatwick in the early 
morning peak. 

Yesterday was the busiest day 
at British airports since the start of 
the pandemic, as half-term holiday 
began for the vast majority of schools 
across England and Wales. Travellers 
trying to take cross-Channel ferries 
also faced long queues at Dover. 

EasyJet’s decision to cancel about 
240 flights over 10 days had been 
prompted bya combination ofissues 
affecting operations, aspokesperson 
said. “We have taken the decision 
to make advance cancellations of 
around 24 Gatwick flights per day 
starting from tomorrow 28 May until 
6 June,’ she said. 
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“We are very sorry for the late 
notice of some of these cancella- 
tions and inconvenience caused for 
customers booked on these flights. 
However, we believe this is neces- 
sary to provide reliable services 
over this busy period. Customers 
are being informed from today and 
provided with the option to rebook 
their flight or receive a refund and 
can apply for compensation in line 
with regulations.” 

.Meanwhile, passengers travelling 
to Europe via Dover - including thou- 
sands of Liverpool fans heading to 
Paris for football’s Champions League 
final - were facing long queues. 


$,000 


The number of flights expected to 
depart from UK airports over the 
three days starting yesterday 


< EasyJet said a combination of 
issues had affected its operations 
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The Port of Dover advised pas- 
sengers to pack supplies of food and 
water, as it expected a “very busy 
week ahead”. Irish Ferries told cus- 
tomers to expect delays of up to three 
hours at port security and check-in, 
and P&O Ferries warned of heavy traf- 
fic at border control. Passengers who 
miss sailings are normally accommo- 
dated on the next service. 

Almost 8,000 flights will depart 
from UK airports this weekend, 
according to data from the analysts 
Cirium. Yesterday had the highest 
number of daily scheduled depar- 
tures since March 2020. 

Despite the increase in passen- 
ger numbers coming on the back of 
Thursday’s cancellation chaos, air- 
ports said they were coping with the 
increased demand yesterday. 

A Gatwick spokesperson said: 
“Check-in areas are the responsibil- 
ity ofthe airlines and, following some 
issues earlier today all check-in areas 
are currently operating smoothly. 
There have also been no significant 
queues for Gatwick security today,” 

Manchester airport said it was 
expecting a busy weekend. The air- 
portis seeking to recruit hundreds of 
new security officers after taking on 
200 starters in the past month. 

Unions warned that delays were 
likely to play out through half-term 
and could be worse in the summer 
holidays. Unite, which represents 
tens of thousands of aviation work- 
ers, blamed airlines and airports for 
laying off employees during the pan- 
demic and paying low wages. 

Its general secretary, Sharon 
Graham, said: “We warned this cor- 
porate greed would cause chaos in 
the industry. The aftermath of mass 
sackings is now chronic staff short- 
ages across the board. Current pay 
and conditions in the industry are 
so poor that workers are voting with 
their feet.” 
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So it's Mr Bi 


News 


presume? The town 
councillor forced to 
quit over viral claims 


To be clear, Billy Gannon is not 
Banksy. At least, that’s what he says. 

“The problem I have is that when 
I say to people, ‘I am not Banksy, I 
can see this look in their eyes, and 
they say, ‘That’s what Banksy would 
say,” the 58-year-old from Pembroke 
Dock, west Wales, points out. “Every 
time I deny Iam Banksy ... a signifi- 
cant number of people in the town 
[decide] that Iam, or could possibly 
be, Banksy.” 

Not being Banksy may appear 
unremarkable to many people, the 
overwhelming majority of whom are 
also not the elusive street artist. But 
in Gannon’s case, his status as Not 
Banksy plunged him this week into 
what he describes as “an existential 
crisis”. He has resigned from his post 
asacouncillorin the small Pembroke- 
shire town in response to allegations 
spread by email and on social media 
that he has lied about his identity, is 
10 years younger than he claims - and 
is, in fact, Banksy. 

The rumours, which Gannon 
believes were started by arival coun- 
cilcandidate, were “undermining my 
ability to do the work of councillor” 
and tarnishing the town council’s 
reputation, he wrote in an email to 
the clerk earlier this week. Asa result, 
hehas stepped downas an independ- 
ent member for Bufferland ward. 

Watching reports of his resigna- 
tion, and the reasons for it, spread 
virally across Britain and beyond over 
the past few days, has been deeply 
strange, he says. “You know that 
Kafka novel, I think it’s The Meta- 
morphosis, where a guy goes to bed 
as a human being and wakes up asa 
six-foot-tall beetle? 

“What I’m being asked to dois not 
to prove wholam. I’m being asked to 
prove who I am not, and the person 
that Iam not may not exist. Imean, 
how am Isupposed to prove that I’m 
not somebody who doesn’t exist?” 

For now, he has taken to wearing 


Billy Gannon 
Not Banksy 


asmall, black badge on his lapel that 
reads: “Iam NOT Banksy.” 

“Tam not Banksy,” he says, “and I 
have the badge to prove it.” 

Part of the problem, Gannon 
acknowledges, is that there is just 
enough in his own background to 
make the rumours at least plausi- 
ble. Anartist himself with a particular 
interest in community projects, he 
speaks passionately about working 
with ordinary people and says he 
believes art should be available toall. 

Originally from Warrington, he 
moved to Pembroke Dock with his 
wife and son in 2013, after what he 
describes as “quite a wild life, living 
out of the backs of vans and spraying 
on walls” - though, he says, he was 
involved more in legal street art than 
graffiti. “All the things that Banksy 
did, Idid about 10 years earlier, which 
is why this allegation has so much 
weight. I wasin the same place doing 
the same thing at the same time. But 
that doesn’t make me Banksy.” 

Plenty of people might consider it 
a compliment to be compared to the 
wildly popular artist, and Gannon, as 
it happens, is among them. “Here’s 


A In response to rumours, Gannon 
made an ‘am NOT Banksy’ badge 


the thing: I absolutely love him. Or 
him/her/them. The guy’s a hero. 
They’re heroes. Just for [Banksy’s 
interventions in Palestine] alone, 
he’ll always havea special placein my 
heart.” He also admires the accessibil- 
ity of his work - “it’s for everyone”. 

So why did he feel the need to 
resign? A spate of vandalismina local 
park, justasa number of social media 
posts and emails appeared accusing 
Gannon of deceit anda history ofille- 
gal graffiti, made him feel his position 
was untenable, he says. 

“Having a councillor who has lied 
about his date of birth, and is operat- 
ing under a false name - that would 
be disastrous for the reputation of 
the town. And suddenly the only 
thing we would be talking about in 
Pembroke Dock would not be how 
to make people’s lives better, we’d 
just be talking about how you have an 
imposter sitting on the town council.” 
The Guardian has seen the hostile 
messages and evidence confirming 
Gannon’s age and identity. 

The story may have begun in 
malice but it is also, he admits, “so 
ridiculous. It’s just silly”. And so he 
has made his “I am NOT Banksy” 
badges available for others to wear, 
in order to“help us find Banksy”. 


d Far left, Billy 
Gannon says 
he resigned 
because the 
speculation was 
| undermining his 

ability to work 
as a councillor 
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4A 2006 
Banksy mural 
in Bristol - of 
awoman, her 
| husband and 
her lover - led 
to debates on 
whether it is art 
or vandalism 
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A Banksy 
piece from 2018 
in Port Talbot, 
Wales 


Ifnot Billy Gannon, then who’s the real thing? 


Robert Del Naja, or 3D 

The former street artist grew up 
in Bristol, where Banksy’s earliest 
work appeared. An analysis of his 
band Massive Attack’s tour dates 
claimed to show they coincided 
with Banksy murals appearing, 
and suggested Del Naja was 
responsible, perhaps as part of a 
group. He calls the claim“greatly 
exaggerated”. 


Neil Buchanan 
“Neil Buchanan ISN’T Banksy”, the 
former presenter of children’s TV 


rumour led to a torrent of inquiries. 
He had been known for creating 
large-scale outdoor artworks, and 
there were claims on social media 
that Banksy artworks had appeared 
to coincide with gigs by Buchanan’s 
former band Marseille. 


Robin Gunningham 


2008 as a candidate, based in part 
on a photograph said to depict the 


: graffiti artist. Scientists at Queen 

: Mary University of London claimed 
: in 2016 to have used “geoprofiling” 
: to link the two, but the claims have 
: never been confirmed. 


: Jamie Hewlett 

: An anonymous “forensics expert” 

: claimed in 2018 to have identified 

: the artist and Gorillaz founder as 

: Banksy, based on information that 
: showed Hewlett was associated 

: with companies linked to the 

: graffiti artist, while Banksy’s work 

: has appeared in Gorillaz videos. 
show Art Attack said in 2020, aftera : 

: Thierry Guetta 

: Guetta’s emergence as graffiti 

: artist Mr Brainwash was first 

: documented in Banksy’s 2010 

: movie Exit Through the Gift Shop, 

: which led many viewers to wonder 
: ifhe was Banksy himself. “When 

: you say you are [Banksy] they say, 

: No you’re not’. And when you say, 
The Bristol artist was first namedin : 
: are? So you know what, fuck it,” he 
: said last year. Esther Addley 


‘’m not; they say, ‘Yeah, sure you 
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Champions League 


Klopp aims to avenge 


2018 defeat that left 


him singing the blues 


Andy Hunter 
Paris 


here were tears, there 
was a fake trophy 
presentation with 
Steven Gerrard’s vase, 
and a famous German 
singer lay in the rain 
outside Jiirgen Klopp’s home after 
Liverpool last encountered Real 
Madrid ina Champions League 
final. It goes without saying that 
the Liverpool manager wants a 
different ending tonight in Paris. 

But as astarting point for the 
recovery of a team that is hoping to 
win asecond Champions League in 
four seasons today, there is a strong 
case to be made for those beer- 
soaked moments in Formby on the 
morning of 27 May 2018. 

Liverpool would prefer to forget 
the 3-1 defeat in Kyiv the night 
before - Sergio Ramos, Mohamed 
Salah, Salt Bae, Loris Karius and 
Gareth Bale is a sufficient recap - 
and the morning after might have 


gone the same way for Klopp - but 
for a video of him partying with 
Andreas Frege, the lead singer of 
Die Toten Hosen going viral. 

“We saw the European Cup, 
Madrid had all the luck, we swear 
we'll keep on being cool, we’ll 
bring it back to Liverpool,” sang the 
Liverpool manager in his kitchen 
alongsideFrege, AKA Campino. 

No masterpiece, certainly, but 
as a means of showing the world 
that Liverpool were ready to move 
on, it was inspired. The final line 
proved prophetic when Klopp got 
his hands on the trophy in Madrid, 
beating Tottenham in the final 
12 months later. 

“Tt started as one of the worst 
nights in my life,” Klopp recalls 
of that day in May 2018. His 
recollections are worth reading in 
full. “The flight back was obviously 
horrendous. The feeling was down. 
The families were in another plane, 
and the worst moment was still to 
come - facing family and friends. 

“When we arrived at Melwood 
[Liverpool’s former training 


Y Liverpool turns red for the team’s 
victory parade following their 2019 
win over Tottenham in Madrid 
PHOTOGRAPH: PHIL NOBLE/REUTERS 


ground] on our bus, all the wives, 
girlfriends, friends, everybody was 
crying. Unbelievable. 

“We were not crying. I cry quite 
frequently in similar situations 
but not that day as I was OK, kind 
of. It was a football game, there 
were strange circumstances, but 
everybody was crying. My agent 
was crying! I was going, ‘What’s 
going on?’ It was now morning and 
then we went to the house and let a 


A Liverpool’s 
manager, Jurgen 
Klopp, watches 
the 2018 final 
against Real 
Madrid 
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<Klopp singing 
with the German 
rocker Campino, 
in the video that 
went viral 
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A Liverpool fans in Paris before 
today’s Champions League final 


few people in. It’s the former house 
of [former Liverpool player] Stevie 
G, so alittle bit of the furniture 

was still in there. There was a big 
vase in the guest toilet and Peter 
Krawietz [assistant manager] 

goes in and comes out holding the 
vase shouting, ‘Yes! It looks like 
the Champions League trophy!’ 
Everybody took it and had pictures 
taken with it. ‘Ah, so that’s how 

it feels. 

“One of the guests is probably 
the most famous singer in 
Germany, Campino, a good friend 
and massive LFC supporter, like 
crazy massive his whole life. Then 
the song starts. We were all drunk, 
it was a bit rainy, we sang it and 
recorded it ona smartphone. 

“Then somebody said: ‘We have 
to put that out, the world needs 
that as well? It’s not a good moment 
when you are slightly drunk to 
make a decision like that. Campino 
called his agency at home and said, 
‘Put it out on Twitter? 

“They said, ‘Wait, wait, wait, 
let’s speak to Jiirgen. Does he really 
want that?’ Campino was lying 
outside in his socks, in the rain, on 
the grass ... Jiirgen, Jiirgen! Do you 
really want to do it?’ ‘Yes of course’ 

“So bam, it was out, but it was 
fine. It pictured the mood we were 
in. We were already over it. The 
new season had started already and 
it started with that.” 

The party finished “sometime in 
the afternoon”, according to Klopp, 
who left Merseyside the following 
day for a well-earned holiday and to 
prepare for a season that would end 
with Liverpool’s sixth European 
triumph. “It’s really better to suffer 
together, much better in fact, than 
sitting alone with your thoughts. 
That’s not cool,” he says. “We had, 
not the best time of our lives, but an 
OK time. The next day was holiday 
and that was fine as well.” 

Rebounding from setbacks has 
been a theme of Klopp’s Liverpool 
reign. Having been deflated 
on the final day of the Premier 
League season last Sunday, when 
missing out on the title by a point 
to Manchester City, they must 
respond again at Stade de France to 
add the Champions League to their 
FA and Carabao Cup successes. 

In Kyiv in 2018, Klopp felt his 
team would be stronger for the pain 
of their loss to Real Madrid. 

“T remember a little glimpse of 
light while standing in the queue 
at the airport where we had to go 
through a security check,” he said. 
“Tt felt so bad that maybe I just 
wanted to think there was a light 
somewhere, I don’t know. 

“But I had this thought that, 
“Yes, we can come back next year’ 

I only remembered it a year later. I 
didn’t think about it all throughout 
the whole Champions League 
campaign [in 2019] but when we 
qualified for the final Iremembered 
that moment in the airport. 

“If [would have known that next 
year’s final was in Madrid I would 
have thought, ‘We definitely have 
to come back’ I can’t explain it. It 
wasn’t aclear idea that from here 
we will go from rock bottom and 
start again like a phoenix. It was 
just this one moment. I really think 
our Champions League story so far 
is a pretty special one. And it’s tobe 
continued.” 
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Robert Booth 
Social affairs correspondent 


Tourists heading to holiday homesin 
the south-west of England are being 
urged to check the impact of their 
rental on the area’s affordable hous- 
ing crisis before they travel. 

The call for “ethical consider- 
ation” of the potential negative 
impact of short-term lets comes as 
new figures showed 3,000 holiday 
and second homes were registered 


in the south-west during the pan- 
demic. Homes listed for normal 
letting halved and rents jumped. 

The housing campaign group Gen- 
eration Rent found that in Wales over 
the same period, the number of sec- 
ond homes and commercial holiday 
lets grew from 31,779 to 33,474 while 
the average weekly rent rose from 
£155 to £181, based on analysis of fig- 
ures from Zoopla. 

As thousands of families prepare to 
descend on coastal hotspots for half- 
term, the former St Ives MP Andrew 


George, who now builds affordable 
housing, said people renting holiday 
lets should consider challenging the 
landlord over the impact. 

In parishes around Padstow on the 
north coast, as many as one in four 
properties are second homes, accord- 
ing to Cornwall council, which has 
about 22,000 households on its social 
and affordable housing waiting list. 

In March, graffiti appeared in 
St Agnes, Cornwall, which read: “No 
more investment properties. Second 
homeowners give something back. 


Visit Cornwall - but first ensure holiday let 
doesn't hurt local housing, tourists urged 


Rent or sell your empty houses to 
local people at a fair price.” 

In Gwynedd in Wales, a hotspot 
for holiday lets that includes most 
of Snowdonia national park, 16% of 
sales were second homes, according 
to the estate agency Hamptons. 

George, now the chief executive 
of the affordable housing builder 
Cornwall Community Land Trust, 
said people were not at the point of 
“superglueing the locks or burning 
[second homes] down” but “anger 
is directed at the legislature that 


< St Ives, Cornwall, where a two-bed 
house was offered to let for £3,000 
over half-term week on Airbnb 
PHOTOGRAPH: JAMES DADZITIS/SWNS 


allows this to happen”. He is calling 
for a new planning class that would 
let town halls cap thenumbers of sec- 
ond homes. 

Asked what holidaymakers should 
do if they are renting, George said: 
“They should ask [the landlord] 
before they come: ‘Can you assure 
me this accommodation is not having 
anegative impact on housing need?’” 
Headded thatif holiday renters “find 
the housing needs of people in the 
area are being overlooked they could 
write to the owner of the property and 
say they are never coming again”. 

He said the acute shortage of 
affordable homes means low-income 
renters too often have to endure 
damp, cramped and energy ineffi- 
cient homes from private landlords. 

The incentive to offer properties as 
short-term lets is huge. A small two- 
bedroom house in St Ives was this 
week offered for over £3,000 for half- 
term on Airbnb whilea four-bedroom 
house on Vrbo cost £668 a night. 

Merryn Voysey, 33, moved from 
Cornwall to Portugal, in part to escape 
the stress of the housing crisis, hetold 
the Guardian. While working as a gar- 
dener he had to live in his van for 18 
months. Average weekly private rents 
in the south-west rose from £206 to 
£238 from February 2020to July 2021. 

“One of the reasons I am here is 
that the housing crisis is not right 
in front of me and Iam not driving 
around feeling like avictim,” he said. 
“Tam feeling the benefits. My peace of 
mind and wellbeing has improved.” 

Generation Rentis calling for gov- 
ernment action to bring properties 
back into the residential market, 
including scrapping mortgage tax 
relief for holiday lets, plus powers 
for councils to license and cap them. 

“We’ve heard countless stories of 
people being evicted so their land- 
lord could start renting to tourists,” 
said Dan Wilson Craw, the campaign’s 
deputy director. “Taking homes out 
of the residential market prices out 
people who want to settle down in 
the place they grew up. That destroys 
communities and starves local busi- 
nesses of workers.” 

This month the government 
announced a bill that would allow a 
discretionary council tax premium of 
up to 100% on second homes. 


Rachel Hall 


Contestants on ITV’s hit reality show 
Love Island will be given training on 
how to avoid microaggressions as 
well as the use of appropriate lan- 
guage around race, after generating 
controversy and complaints. 


Love Island contestants to get 
better care and diversity training 


The show has been criticised in 
the past for its lack of diversity, for 
contestants using racial slurs and dis- 
regarding black female contestants as 
choices, as well as emotional abuse 
of female participants. 

The eighth series of Love Island 
will also look to further improve 
mental health support to help con- 
testants cope with newfound fame. 


The suicides of two former contest- 
ants, Sophie Gradon in 2018 and Mike 
Thalassitis in 2019, and of presenter 
Caroline Flack in 2020, sparked con- 
cerns about its aftercare procedure. 
Islanders will watch a video of 
former participants sharing their 
experiences, including how to cope 
with being constantly filmed and 
dealing with social media trolling. 
“We want all of our islanders to 
feel they are part ofan inclusive envi- 
ronment,’ said Ade Rawcliffe, ITV’s 
director of diversity and inclusion. 
“As part of our duty of care process, 
itis alsoimportant we play our partin 


A Love Island contestants in 2021 


educating our participants to under- 
stand and empathise with different 
perspectives and lived experiences.” 

The training will tackle inclusive 
language, behaviour, creating safe 
spaces and being a good ally. 

ITV first rolled out improved duty 
of care procedures in 2019, including 
therapy sessions, social media train- 
ing and management and financial 
advice. The show also now screens 
contestants for vulnerabilities. 


Inthe UK and Ireland, Samaritans 
can be contacted on 116 123, jo@ 
samaritans.org or jo@samaritans.ie 
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View from inside Tory 


arty after Gray report 


t’s supposed to be make- 
up-your-mind time for 
Conservative MPs. But 
having waited six months 
for Sue Gray’s report into 
law-breaking parties across 
Westminster, many are still 
grappling with whether to clear 
Boris Johnson’s path to the next 
general election - or oust the man 
who won them an 80-seat majority. 
What is already clear is that 
boastful proclamations from 
Johnson’s supporters this 
week claiming that the prime 
ministers’ position was safe have 
proved premature. 


Instead, the slow drip of 
no-confidence letters has 
continued, while dozens have 
kept their silence as they consider 
following suit next week. And there 
remains significant unease that the 
slump in the polls is not recoverable 
given a Tory lead has not been 
recorded since 6 December. 

“We're going to lose, we deserve 


Bob Neill 
Conservative MP 


it” one minister sighed, reflecting 
on the path ahead. “We’re on our 
way out.” 

Talk of the 54 letters needed 
to trigger a vote on Johnson’s 
premiership has bubbled up again, 
and yesterday Johnson suffered the 
first resignation of a frontbencher 
since the Gray report: Paul Holmes 
quit as a ministerial aide to the 
home secretary with a jibe at “the 
toxic culture that seemed to have 
permeated in No 10”. 

Then last night another Tory 
MP, Bob Neill, the chairman of the 
justice select committee, confirmed 
that he had submitted a letter of no 
confidence in the prime minister. 

“Trust is the most important 
commodity in politics ... To rebuild 
that trust and move on, a change in 
leadership is required,” he said. 


Dominic Cummings, Boris 
Johnson’s former chief aide, 

was never contacted by police 
seeking information about alleged 
lockdown-breaching parties inside 
Downing Street during his time 
working there, he has said. 

Asked in a Twitter exchange 
with a journalist if he was one 
of the No 10 staffers to receive a 
fixed-penalty notice (FPN) from 
the Metropolitan police over illicit 
social events, he replied: “No, 
didn’t even send a questionnaire or 
email asking for evidence.” 

The police issued 126 penalty 
notices to 83 people, including one 
to Johnson, in an investigation 
that ended last week. Because the 
offences fell under the system of 
FPNs, they were dealt with entirely 
by police, who investigated alleged 
breaches and issued the FPNs, 
which could be challenged in court, 
although none were in this case. 
Those involved were not formally 
interviewed but were sent written 
questionnaires. 

Cummings was Johnson’s 
most senior adviser until he was 
sacked in November 2020. He is 
mentioned six times in the report 
into the gatherings, published 
on Wednesday by the senior civil 
servant Sue Gray. Peter Walker 
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With only three people having 
publicly confirmed they rescinded 
their letters of no confidence when 
the Ukraine war began, the prime 
minister’s position is far from 
stable. One MP who is no enemy of 
Johnson’s acknowledged: “I think 
he’s in more danger now than he 
was on Wednesday.” 

Government figures hope the 
chancellor’s multibillion-pound 
support package to soften the 
blow of spiralling food and energy 
costs will help shore up angry 
MPs. But many Conservative MPs 
are frustrated at being forced into 
a U-turn again - this time on the 
implementation of a windfall tax. 

And fiscal conservatives are 
especially frustrated at Sunak’s 
insistence he is alow-tax 
chancellor, while simultaneously 
announcing a 25% levy on oil and 
gas firms’ profits and withholding 
promised tax cuts, possibly until 
the next general election. 

The move saw him accused 
by the Tory MP Richard Drax of 
“throwing red meat to socialists” 
and left another, Craig Mackinlay, 
“embarrassed and appalled that 
a Conservative chancellor could 
come up with this tripe”. 

Others privately complained it 
was “bad” and demonstrated that 
“we have no narrative”. 

Robert Hayward, a Tory peer and 
polling expert, said there was “a 
sense within the party at large - not 
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<Boris Johnson donned hi-vis for a 
visit to Stockton-on-Tees at the end 

of a week perilous for his leadership 
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just the parliamentary party - of 
malaise and drift”. 

“T fear aslow and painful death 
of this government,” said one 
frontbencher. “He’s caused so 
many problems we can’t even 
talk about the real issues of the 
day to begin to tackle them,” they 
confessed, calling the situation 
“depressing and embarrassing”. 
“By far the biggest issue is the sense 
that the government is now tiring 
and disjointed,” said another. 

On Partygate, the government’s 
anti-corruption tsar, John Penrose, 
crystallised the conundrum faced 
by those who hoped it would 
deliver a more stinging verdict 
and are now waiting for the 
privileges committee to begin its 
investigation into whether Johnson 
misled parliament. 

Quizzed on whether the prime 
minister should quit, Penrose 
admitted: “Forgive me, I’m still 
thinking about that. But it’s 
because [the Gray report] hasn’t put 
the issue to bed one way or another. 

“It could be months, and... one 
of the reasons I’m sounding so 
angry and frustrated is that I was 
expecting us to be able to havea 
crystallised answer now, and we 
haven’t flipping got it.” 

But some now feel able to 
judge more lucidly - and certain 
opponents of Johnson smell blood. 

They have been offering to 
deliver colleagues’ letters, and 
sense an opportunity over the 
upcoming recess to nudge waverers 
over the line because they believe 
Graham Brady, chair of the 1922 
committee of backbenchers, would 
not alert Johnson ifthe threshold 
was reached while the Commons 
was not sitting. 

The number of people who have 
publicly called on Johnson to face 
a vote is half way to 54 and several 
MPs intimated that they have 
submitted a letter privately. Some 
who have never done so before are 
asking how to do it discretely. 

“No 10 is utterly delusional if 
they think this has gone away, it 
just hasn’t,” said a waverer who 
claimed their inbox was piling 
up with outraged emails - not 
from “the usual bitchy people but 
people we’ve never heard of and 
Conservative members”. 

Another said they wished the 
prime minister had received a 
second Partygate fine from police, 
to provided enough cover for 
submitting a letter. 

But opponents of Johnson admit 
itis still a struggle to get enough 
colleagues to move against him, 
given the unpredictable nature of 
an ensuing leadership contest. 

“Tt’s harder to get to 54 than 
180 in some ways,” one noted, 
comparing the number needed to 
trigger ano confidence vote and the 
number needed to win it. 

Johnson’s get-out in February 
was the war in Ukraine. But the 
argument might not hold ifthe 
conflict continues for months 
or years. “People need to start 
realising we don’t need another 
Churchill,” a Tory rebel said. “We 
need something better than Boris.” 


Johnson 

changes code 
of conduct to 
‘save his skin’ 


@Continued from page 1 


Johnson remains under severe 
pressure over Partygate following the 
publication of the Sue Gray report. 
Yesterday he suffered the first loss 
of a frontbencher since the report, 
the ministerial aide Paul Holmes, 
whosaid his work as an MP had been 
“tarnished by the toxic culture that 
seemed to have permeated No 10”. 

Bob Neill, a former minister and 
chair of the justice committee, also 
revealed he had submitted a letter 
of no confidence this week. “These 
events have undermined trust in 
not just the office of the prime min- 
ister but in the political process itself. 
To rebuild that trust and move on, a 
change in leadership is required,” he 
said. Neill later told the BBC that the 
change to the ministerial code was 
“nota wise move”. 

With fears in the Tory party that 
it may lose two byelections next 
month, in Tiverton and Wakefield, 
new modelling from YouGov found 
that of 88 “battleground” constituen- 
cies the party took from Labour at the 
last election or holds with a narrow 
majority, just three would remain in 
Tory hands. Among those that could 
swing red is Johnson’s own seat in 
west London. 

Rebel MPs are planning to use next 
week’s recess to plot ways to oust the 
prime minister. One critic said the 
number of letters of no confidence 
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AA police officer standing guard 
outside 10 Downing Street as hail 
falls during a storm earlier this week 
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“had to be” in the 40s - short of the 
54 required to trigger a confidence 
vote but more than the almost 30 MPs 
who have gone public with criticism 
of Johnson. 

A senior Conservative MP said: 
“Boris’s value to the party as PM is 
now exhausted and events will take 
their natural course. I cannot tell you 
whether it will crystallise on June 6 
{after recess] or June 27 [the return 
to parliament after two byelections] 
but the parliamentary party knows 
it cannot fight and win the next elec- 
tion under Boris.” 

There is a widening gulf between 
the expectations of Johnson’s allies 
and those of his critics, who think 
he will be gone before the summer. 
One cabinet minister said he did not 
believe the Gray report had changed 
people’s minds. “Either people are 
already bored of it or they are per- 
manently enraged by it. I’m not sure 


anything is going to change now,” he 
said. But despite this confidence, 
Johnson faces anew headache with 
the start of the privileges committee 
inquiry within weeks, whichis likely 
to keep Partygate in the headlines. 

Separately, it is understood the 
Greater London Authority’s oversight 
committee is soon due to publish a 
report looking into London & Part- 
ners, the promotional agency linked 
to Johnson’s time as London mayor 
and the revelations about his rela- 
tionship withthe US businesswoman 
Jennifer Arcuri. 

Three ministerial aides - Laura Far- 
ris, Alberto Costa and Andy Carter 


‘It means that the 
tiny semblance 


of accountability 
disappears’ 


Chris Bryant MP 
Standards committee 


- are imminently expected to resign 
from their government jobs in order 
to be more independent as mem- 
bers of the privileges committee, 
which will judge the prime minis- 
ter’s honesty. 

Its inquiry is expected to launch 
within weeks, before the sum- 
mer break, and last four or more 
months. It can sit in private or call 
witnesses in public - potentially 
including Johnson - and demand fur- 
ther documentary evidence such as 
photographs if required. 

Gray published only nine photos 
inher report, including images show- 
ing Johnson alongside open bottles 
of wine and gin, but hundreds were 
seen by her inquiry. 

The senior Labour MP Harriet 
Harman is likely to chair the privi- 
leges committee, with the inquiry 
expected to ask what, if any, assur- 
ances Johnson was given that the 
parties were legal when he claimed 
there were no gatherings and that all 
lockdown guidance was followed. 

Johnson could be found in con- 
tempt of parliament ifhe deliberately 
misled the Commons, but he could 
also be in breach of the ministerial 
code if he knowingly lied to MPs. 

The ministerial code is governed 
by the prime minister himself, and 
Johnson resisted pressure to give 
Geidt the power to launch his own 
inquiries without consent. Under 
his revised terms of reference, there 
will be an “enhanced process” to let 
Geidt initiate inquiries - but he will 
still require the prime minister’s con- 
sent before going ahead. 

Angela Rayner, Labour’s deputy 
leader, said: ‘This prime minister is 
downgrading and debasing the prin- 
ciples of public life before our very 
eyes. He should be tendering his res- 
ignation butis instead watering down 
the rules to save his own skin.” 


‘It’s been bad’ Government 
office cleaners speak out 


Harriet Grant 
Beatriz Ramalho da Silva 


Acleaner who works in government 
offices has described how he and his 
colleagues feel powerless to refuse 
difficult situations such as clear- 
ing up after parties, amid alleged 
maltreatment and low pay. 

This week Sue Gray’s report into 
the Partygate scandal disclosed that 
government cleaners and security 
guards were subjected to a “lack of 
respect and poor treatment” while 
officials drank excessively, spilled 
wine on the walls and partied into 
the small hours. 

Vincente Gomes, a cleaner at the 
Ministry of Justice, told the Guard- 
ian: “We don’t feel good about these 
situations but we have to do it, it’s 
almost mandatory. 

“We are not well treated, we are 
badly paid even when we have to 
work many nights and we are really 
sad about this. There is a lack of 
respect and the past few years have 
been very bad.” 

Gomes is the cousin and for- 
mer colleague of Emanuel Gomes, 
acleaner who died after going to work 
at the MoJ during lockdown despite 


feeling seriously unwell. Emanuel 
had feared losing pay so wentin with 
a fever, it previously emerged. 

He was helped home by a col- 
league and died within hours. This 
was before widespread Covid test- 
ing, and the official cause of death 
was hypertensive heart disease. 

Emanuel’s name made headlines 
this week when the BBC’s Nick Rob- 
inson mistakenly said he had been 
part of the team cleaning up at Down- 
ing Street. 

His family are launching legal 
action against the MoJ and the clean- 
ing subcontractors OCS over what 
they claim were health and safety 
failures linked to his death. 

Vincente Gomes said: “My cousin 
should not have been working when 
everyone was home and still receiv- 
ing pay. It was a very sad time for 
cleaners. 

“T didn’t know he had been in the 
news. But hearing about these par- 
ties, Ithink how can that be allowed 
tohappen? Ihave been sosad since he 
died. This ismy cousin andIcouldn’t 
even find him when he was dying to 
be with him” 

Gray’s report triggered widespread 
condemnation of the treatment of 
government cleaners, and prompted 


the prime minister to apologise. Jim 
Melvin, chairman of the British 
Cleaning Council (BCC), represent- 
ing cleaning and hygiene workers, 
has written an open letter asking to 
meet the cabinet secretary, Simon 
Case, whois head of the civil service. 
The BCC said it was “appalled and 
upset” at what Gray called the ‘lack of 
respect and poor treatment of secu- 
rity and cleaning staff’ in No 10. 
Gomes was yesterday planning to 
join a protest outside Downing Street 
to demand better pay and conditions. 
“Tam protesting because we have 
been mistreated and badly paid,” he 
said. “I start at 8.30pm and I work 


A Emanuel Gomes died hours after 
acolleague helped him home from 
his job cleaning government offices 


until five in the morning. I work five 
days a week at £9.50 an hour and I 
don’t even get £1,500 a month. 

“How does that work? How can I 
pay for my house? With aloan? I don’t 
know howI’llget on my feet and ever 
have a family. I can’t. It’s asadness, 
and it has beensolongand they can’t 
give us a raise. We get nothing.” 

Emanuel Gomesis buried at home 
in Guinea, the west African country 
he left to find work so he could sup- 
port his family. His friends and family 
fundraised more than £25,000 to 
repatriate his body. 

Speaking from Portugal, Emanuel’s 
brother said he feels the situation is 
still unjust. 

Leao Gomes said: “When I called 
him and he said he was still working 
during the pandemic, Iwas confused 
why he was not at home too. Every- 
one was at home, confined, but he 
was working for the state and they 
told him to goin. 

“Losing him from so far away is 
awful. I spoke to him in the evening 
and the next day a neighbour called 
to say he died. Now we have lawyers 
involved.” 

The Ministry of Justice and OCS 
were contacted for comment. 

At the time of the controversy 
around Emanuel Gomes’s death, 
the cleaning subcontractor said it 
followed public health guidelines at 
all times and was not responsible for 
the decision to keep particular gov- 
ernment sites open. 
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Partygate scandal survives - for now 


ne of the firmest 
predictions before 
Sue Gray’s report was 
that Simon Case, the 
cabinet secretary, 
would “do the 
honourable thing” and resign. As it 
turned out, he did not. 
Instead, Case and the entire 
No 10 top team appear to have 
avoided any sanction or even 
reprimand at all, and it is fair to say 
not everyone is happy - particularly 
more junior officials, dozens of 
whom were fined. Unions and 
former senior civil servants have 
told the Guardian about the intense 
anger over such top officials doing 
nothing to stop the often boozy - 
and sometimes disorderly - social 
gatherings outlined in Gray’s 
report, without consequence. 
While the ire is directed at senior 
officials in general, it is a difficult 
position for Case, the UK’s top 
civil servant, whose move from 
Buckingham Palace to No 10, aged 
41, made him the youngest cabinet 
secretary since 1916, and one of the 
least experienced. 
Case appears just fleetingly in 
Gray’s report, and was not fined. 


But there is asense that he and 
others in charge should have 
provided more of a lead. 

Mike Clancy, general secretary 
of the Prospect union, which 
represents more junior officials, 
said the culture exposed by Gray 
showed up “a No 10 bubble which 
has been condoned by the senior 
leadership”. He added: “Under 
any other leadership the Sue 
Gray report should be a cause for 
reflection for the PM and the senior 
leaders around them.” 

Mark Serwotka, general 
secretary of the PCS union, 
was blunter still, saying it was 
“outrageous that those who set the 
culture are getting away without 
censure while junior staff are 
paying the price”. 

One former leading civil servant 
told the Guardian the events set 
out in Gray’s report reflected very 
badly on Case, saying top officials 
knew what was happening but 
“found reasons to justify it when 
they shouldn’t have done”. The 
former official added: “It all feels 
like exceptionalism - they only ever 
checked with each other, and it 
was alla bit self-justifying. No-one 
stood back and said, ‘I know how 
much you want this event, and how 
hard you’ve worked, but you have 
to wait, like everyone else,” 

The lack of sanction against Case 


Mark Serwotka 
Head of the PCS union 


Simon Case did not ‘do the honourable thing’ and resign, nor was he 


was, however, unsurprising, they 
added: “He’s joined at the hip with 
the prime minister. If Simon Case 
had gone, that would completely 
expose him. He’s a shield. How 
could you take action against him, 
when he wasn’t fined, and not the 
prime minister, who was fined?” 
Even before Gray’s report 
emerged, many in Whitehall 
said Case’s conduct throughout 
Partygate - even having to recuse 
himself from leading the inquiry 


reprimanded, angering many who were fined puoTocRaPH: OLI SCARFF/POOL/REUTERS 


4 Boris Johnson and, far left, Rishi 
Sunak, in photographs of Partygate 
gatherings investigated by Sue Gray 
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because of a Christmas quiz 
organised by his office - was 
unforgivable. “I can’t imagine the 
circumstances during my time in 
the civil service where if someone 
mentioned it was against the law, 
we would not have gone, ‘Fair point 
let’s not do that?” another former 
civil servant said. “Case should 
have resigned immediately.” 

But some feel that a dramatic fall 
from grace would be undeserved. A 
former staffer who knew Case from 
his work at Buckingham Palace said 
they had watched with horror at the 
scandals engulfing Downing Street. 
“Simon was seen as the best and 
brightest, really hyped up,” they 
said. “It’s awful how things have 
turned out and part of that is just 
how everything golden that Boris 
Johnson touches turns to shit.” 

Case was born and privately 
educated in Bristol. At university in 
Cambridge, he studied the history 
of the intelligence services as part 
of his undergraduate degree and 
did a PhD under the renowned 
political historian Peter Hennessy 
at Queen Mary University, 
who described him as having 
a “muscularity of mind and an 
intellectual curiosity”. 

Case, who is married with 
three daughters, might have been 
expected to join the security 
services - but in 2006 he joined 
the civil service, rising to senior 
security roles under David 
Cameron in No 10. He was lured 
over as director of strategy at GCHQ 
in 2015 but lasted less than a year 
before he returned to Cameron as 
principal private secretary. 

Case was reportedly close to 
Cameron, but less friendly with 
Theresa May. Under her, he was 
given another difficult job, finding 
a solution for the Irish border 
post-Brexit. 

By 2018, in the depths of the 
Brexit chaos, Case became private 
secretary to Prince William. Just 
over two years later he was back 
in Number 10 with the trickiest 
brief of all - cabinet secretary 
for Johnson, at the heart of 
an administration where his 
predecessor, Mark Sedwill, had 
been ousted in a briefing war, as 
well as anumber of other Whitehall 
permanent secretaries. 

Case had initially returned on 
secondment from the palace, 
coordinating the coronavirus 
response and did not initially apply 
for the cabinet secretary job, until 
he was asked by Johnson. 

“I think he would be the first to 
admit he did not have experience 
of system leadership. There was 
aclear gap in his CV when it came 
to being equipped to run the civil 
service,” one former colleague said. 

One Whitehall source described 
the civil service anger towards Case 
as “visceral” while another said 
he had been a “submarine” during 
crises, never taking the opportunity 
to own any mistakes or provide 
cover for others - except the prime 
minister. “His biggest mistake is 
not to have drawn a dividing line 
with the PM, he has never picked a 
battle to defend the civil service.” 
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The view 


from the 


other No 10 


Downing St 


t the end ofa long 

week, the mood 

in Downing Street 

is mixed. Most are 

angry but want to 

move on. They don’t 
much like Boris Johnson, but the 
cost of living crisis is what really 
worries them now. 

The views are not of Westminster 
civil servants or Whitehall insiders 
but residents of Farnham, Surrey, 
whose high street bears the name 
of the most famous cul-de-sac in 
British politics. 

In charge at No 10 in this 
upmarket thoroughfare is El 
Harper, manager ofa tattoo parlour 
called Ministry of Ink. Harper is 
no fan of Johnson’s, although he 
has been doing good trade selling 
T-shirts mocking him. 

On display in the shop window 
isa black T-shirt with a tattoo-style 
illustration of Johnson, featuring 
the words “Eton” and “Mess” 
tattooed on to each of his eyebrows. 
Harper said these had flown off the 
shelves but nobody had asked fora 
replica on their bodies - yet. 

Harper has on occasion 
voted Conservative, but he was 
emphatic Johnson would never 
get his vote. He said his distrust of 
politicians and the media had been 
exacerbated by Partygate, not least 
because he had spent lockdown 
alone in his flat. “We couldn’t work 
and people were having parties. 


> El Harper, 
the manager of 
Ministry of Ink 
at 10 Downing 
Street, said he 
was not party 
political but 
Boris Johnson 
would never get 
his vote 
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Everyone’s human and everyone 
makes mistakes, but he should be 
held accountable.” 
Most people in this safe Tory 
constituency sounded sick of 
the matter. Brenda Greenhead, a 
76-year-old out shopping, said. 
“We’re fed up of Partygate. Let’s 
put it behind us. There are more 
important things in the world.” 
This did not mean she condoned 
Johnson’s actions, she said, as 
she tearfully recalled her own 
experience of lockdown. “People 
were struggling. I couldn’t see my 
sister when she died. We weren’t 
allowed in the hospital. I’m sure 
millions of people had parties, but 
he shouldn’t have done it.” 
Greenhead added that Partygate, 
and her view pensioners needed 
more support with price increases, 
had changed her opinion of the 
prime minister. She voted for him 
in the last election and would 
ideally vote Conservative again, 
“but Boris Johnson and the people 
around him put me off. They lie.” 
One local business owner was 
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less concerned by the parties. “A 
party is only a party when there’s 
an invitation, soI don’t regard 
this as a party. I don’t think Boris 
Johnson has done anything wrong. 
He was just passing through. It was 
just a piece of cake in Tupperware.” 
She voted Tory in 2019, would 
do so again, and believed only an 
“insular political elite” considered 
Partygate significant. “They don’t 
listen to the outside world. We care 
about the Ukraine war. Lots of my 
friends feel the same.” 
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The affluent 
market town of 
Farnham is in 
the safe Tory 
seat of South 
West Surrey, 
with Jeremy 
. Huntasits MP 
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Labour supporters disagreed. 
Jonathon Summers-Mileman, a 
29-year-old arts marketer, said 
Partygate mattered because of what 
it said about the state of UK politics, 
and that Johnson should resign. 

“It’s the lying. There’s something 
wrong with politics when lying 
forms a major part of government. 
We’ve never been ina place where 
someone who broke the law is in 
charge. The government should 
lead by example,” he said. 

Although he said the local MP, 
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Jeremy Hunt, had “done lots of 
good” for the area, he speculated 
that the Lib Dems might pick up 
protest votes in two upcoming 
byelections and the next general 
election. “There is a lot of anger and 
embarrassment here.” 

He was scathing about the £10bn 
package of measures unveiled by 
Rishi Sunak on Thursday to reduce 
the cost of living pressures. “It feels 
like we’re being paid off. Politics 
has become so reactionary. I don’t 
know what they stand for other 
than staying in power.” 

His views were echoed by Brian 
Alexander, 85, a retired architect. 
He thought the cost of living 
measures “should have been out 
months ago”, and viewed the 
giveaways as “buying time and 
staying in power”. He added: “It’s 
a scandal that the Sue Gray report 
wasn’t published earlier. I’m 
disgusted Johnson hasn’t resigned. 

“1 don’t know what country 
we're living in. It’s disgraceful 
we have a man in charge with no 
principles. He’s a liar and a cheat.” 


‘Tok Dorries’ online safety 
rap gets a mixed response 


It was, perhaps, more straight out of 
The Thick of It than Compton, yet 
Nadine Dorries seemed undeterred. 

Inamove thathas elicited asome- 
what mixed reaction, the culture 
secretary launched a policy expla- 
nation of the government’s online 
safety billin the form ofa 41-second 
rap on TikTok. 

“It’s effectively a framework to 
protect internet users/ From scams, 


illegal content and anonymous 
abusers,” rhymes Dorries about the 
legislation, which will require tech 
companies to protect children and 
adults from harmful online content. 

In the clip, shot in her office and 
posted from her account on the 
streaming platform, other lines shoe- 
horned into the rap include apparent 
ripostes to campaigners who have 
suggested that the proposals are a 
“recipe for censorship”. 

“But is it true it will impact free- 
dom of expression?” the minister 
asks, before images of sections from 


7 


the bill appear as she adds: “No... 
we’ve put in legal protections in the 
19th section.” 

As her social media interventions 
go, the clipis mild in comparison with 
previous online posts from the MP, 
yet many were still unprepared for 
the TikTok rap. 

“Help, I’ve just been traumatised 
by online content,’ was the reaction 
from one Twitter user, as others 
suggested that the minister’s own 
communications team may not have 
had her best interests at heart. 

Matthew Lesh, head of public pol- 
icy at the Institute ofEconomic Ideas, 
reassured followers: “This ‘tap’ is 
seriously emotionally distressing and 
lacks areasonable excuse. Thankfully 
that will soon be illegal under thenew 
... online safety bill.” 
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While stocks last. Subject to availability. Selected stores. Excludes ROI & NI. Packaging, sizes & measurements may vary. Decorative items not included. Prices correct at time of going 
se) lidl.co.uk/pickoftheweek to print & valid for a limited period only. Oaklands Mango, Each, 59p/mango. Oaklands British Asparagus Tips, 125g, £7.92/kg. Oaklands Braeburn Apples, 5 pack, 15.8p/apple. Oaklands 
Unwashed Wild Rocket, 70g, £5/kg. Oaklands Extra Fine Beans, 180g, £4.94/kg. Oaklands Organic Cucumber, Each, 59p/cucumber. Birchwood British Chicken Breast Fillets, 1.8kg, 
£4.88/kg, chilled. Gressingham 4 British Turkey Burgers, 454g, £6.37/kg, chilled. Deluxe 2 Jalapefio & Cheese British Beef Burgers, 360g, £8.31/kg, chilled. Deluxe 2 British Rainbow Trout Fillets, 250g, £13.16/kg, chilled. Birchwood 4 British 
Beef 28-Day Matured Sirloin Steaks, 800g, £14.99/kg, chilled. Birchwood 8 Memphis BBQ Style Pork Loin Steaks, 880g, £6.01/kg, chilled. 
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Cost of living 


Sunak’s strategy 


How Tory chancellor 


is behind biggest tax 


burden since the 50s 


Phillip Inman 


uring his two years 
at the Treasury, Rishi 
Sunak’s tax policy has 
been characterised 
by large temporary 
cuts - to cushion the 
financial blow from the pandemic 
- followed by even larger and 
permanent rises running up to, and 
beyond, the next election in 2024. 

The chancellor stressed that 
bringing down the annual deficit 
was a priority, after he spent 
£400bn more than he had planned 
in 2020 keeping the economy 
afloat. With little room to cut 
welfare, as witnessed by this week’s 
£15bn of extra spending to cope 
with the cost of living crisis, he said 
the Treasury’s finances could only 
be shored up with higher taxes. 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies 
(IFS), a tax and spending thinktank, 
said it was struck by how in little 
over a year, Sunak had imposed tax 
rises of a similar scale to those seen 
during 10 years of Gordon Brown’s 
chancellorship, and that was before 
a £5bn windfall tax on oil and gas 
companies was included. The end 
result is the biggest overall of UK 
tax burden since the 1950s. We 
examine three of the biggest rises: 


National insurance 

In September 2021, the government 
announced plans to introduce a 
health and social care levy of 1.25 
percentage points that would be 
added to the national insurance 
contributions (NICs) of staffand 
employers. In the teeth of protests 
from Tory backbenchers, Sunak 
pushed up the main rate for 
employees from 12% to 13.25%, 
while employers were told to pay 
15.05% from April 2022. 


Labour said it was the wrong 
time to raise taxes and was ina 
stark contrast to the UK’s European 
neighbours, who were stimulating 
their economies with extra 
investment. 

Dissent inside the cabinet forced 
Sunak to recalibrate the tax when 
he produced his March 2022 budget 
statement. He reduced by half the 
£12bn he had planned to raise by 
increasing the threshold at which 
workers start paying Class 1 and 4 
national insurance to £12,570. That 
adjustment will not take effect until 
6 July this year, while the rise in 
NICs came into force in April. 

The IFS said: “Those earning less 
than around £35,000 will see a fall 
in their overall NICs bill in 2022-23 
relative to 2021-22. Those earning 
more than this will see an increase 
in their overall NICs bill.” 


Income tax 

Increases in income tax, and 
especially the basic rate of 20%, 
are usually off-limits for any 
government. It means changes 

to the biggest generator of tax 
receipts are rare. Labour imposed 
a 50p tax rate on those earning 
more than £150,000, which was 
largely seen as a “banker tax” in the 
wake of the financial crash. George 
Osborne reduced the “additional” 
rate to 45p in 2013 and successive 
Conservative governments have 
campaigned to reduce income tax 
at the earliest opportunity. 

Soit proved hugely controversial 
when Sunak said in his 2021 spring 
budget that he would freeze 
personal tax thresholds, dragging 
more low-income households into 
paying the basic rate and those 
with earnings nearing £50,000 into 
paying the higher 40% rate. The 
freezes are forecast to last five years 
and raise about £13bn a year for the 
Treasury by 2025-26. 


Forecast impact of tax policies from March 2022 
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A Sunak has imposed tax rises in 
about a year of asimilar scale to 
those Gordon Brown imposed over 
10 years PHOTOGRAPH: JOHN SIBLEY/REUTERS 


Corporation tax 

Sunak became the first chancellor 
in 47 years to increase corporation 
tax when he told MPs last year 

the headline rate would begin 
rising over five years from 19% 

to 25% from next April. The 
increase perplexed Tory MPs told 
by successive chancellors that 
reductions to the main tax on 
corporate profits generated higher 
returns. Likewise, increases would, 
they were told, depress profits and 
therefore reduce tax receipts. 

Sunak turned this argument 
onits head, saying the higher rate 
would generate £47.8bn in extra 
revenue by April 2026. 

Adding to the confusion in Tory 
circles, the 25% top rate will be 
higher than the average headline 
rate of corporation tax in the EU, 
which was 22.2% in 2020, and the 
21% rate in the US. It is also similar 
to the 26% advocated by the Labour 
party under Jeremy Corbyn. The 
IFS said the corporation tax rise 
would increase the tax burden by 
an eventual 2% of GDP, equivalent 
to about £46bn in government 
income in today’s money. 


Economy UK recession not 
certain, Says prime minister 


Emily Dugan 
Rowena Mason 


Boris Johnson has said the UK is “not 
necessarily” heading for arecession 
after his chancellor announced a 
£15bn package to help people deal 
withrising energy bills and inflation. 

Despite experts warning of 
trouble ahead for the economy, 
and the government bringing in 
emergency measures to help out 


struggling households, the prime 
minister sounded an upbeat note 
about Britain’s financial prospects 
in an interview with Bloomberg TV. 

“There are ways forward for the UK 
that are incredibly exciting,” he said. 

“If we make sure that we havea 
proactive approach to talent from 
abroad - we want tocontrolimmigra- 
tion but allow the talent that we need 
to come in - we fix our energy sup- 
ply issues, we fix the issues in the UK 
labour market. One of the incredible 


things about the economy right now 
is that unemployment is at its low- 
est level since I was two years old.” 

He acknowledged there would be 
a “difficult period” ahead but said he 
was confident energy prices would 
start coming down. Asked if the 
UK was heading for a recession, he 
answered: “Not necessarily at all.” 

Johnson’s economic optimism has 
been wrong in the past. He gave an 
interview last year saying inflation 
fears were “unfounded” but it has 
since hit 9%. 

Rishi Sunak launched a package 
of measures on Thursday designed 
to tackle soaring fuel bills amid the 
cost of living crisis, but the meas- 
ures have proved controversial with 


Conservatives MPs who would rather 
have seen tax cuts. 

Speaking in a round of broadcast 
interviews yesterday, the chancellor 
said he remained a “fiscal conserva- 
tive”. He also did not rule out further 
emergency relief next year. 

The package of relief was more 
ambitious than predicted but Sunak 
was quick to insist he had not changed 
his politics. 

“First and foremost, I’m a fiscal 
conservative; I believe it’s incredibly 
important that I manage the coun- 
try’s finances responsibly,” he said 
yesterday morning. “That means, 
after suffering the shock we did, to get 
our borrowing and debt levels back 
ona sustainable trajectory.” 


Asked if he would be prepared to 
introducea further emergency pack- 
age in future, with fresh borrowing 
and taxes, he said: “People can judge 
me by how I’ve acted over the last 
couple of years. 

“T’ve always been prepared to 
respond to the situation on the 
ground, what’s happening to the 
economy, what families are experi- 
encing, and making sure we’ve got 
policies in place to support them 
through that... 

“I do want people to be reas- 
sured and confident that we will get 
through this. We will be able to com- 
bat and reduce inflation, we have the 
tools at our disposal and after time it 
will come down.” 
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Gender relations on 
trial as Depp-Heard 
jurors deliberate 


The jury in the Johnny Depp-Amber 
Heard defamation case started their 
deliberations yesterday after aseven- 
week trial that has gripped public 
attention and become something of 
a litmus test for the state of gender 
relations. 

In their closing arguments, the 
legal team for Heard, the defend- 
ant in the case, told jurors to “think 
about the message that Mr Depp and 
his attorneys are sending to Amber 
and victims of domestic abuse”. 

“Tfyoudidr’ttake pictures, it didr’t 
happen,” said Benjamin Rottenborn. 
“If you didn’t seek medical attention, 


you weren’t injured.” Depp, he said, 
“cannot and will not take responsi- 
bility ... it’s allsomebody else’s fault.” 

He told jurors that “if Amber was 
abused by Mr Depp even one time, 
then she wins ... and we’re not just 
talking about physical abuse, psycho- 
logical ... sexual abuse”. 

The lawyer directed them to con- 
sider text messages shown to the 
court, showing “the most vile, dis- 
gusting language you could ever 
imagine”. 

“These words are a window into 
the heart and mind of America’s 
favourite pirate,” he said. “This is 
the real Johnny Depp.” 

Depp’s attorney Camille Vasquez 
earlier told jurors Heard had “ruined 
his life by falsely telling the world she 


7 th Ewa oe 
Supporters of the actor Johnny 
Depp outside the court in Virginia 
was a survivor of domestic abuse at 
the hands of Mr Depp”. 

For her summation, she played 
recordings in which Heard admits hit- 
ting Depp and calling him “a baby”. 

“Take a minute to really think 
about what you heard there,” Vasquez 
asked the jury. “This is the real Ms 
Heard, the one on the audio record- 
ings, not the one in this courtroom.” 

Vasquez later said Heard was either 
“a victim of truly horrific abuse or 
she is awoman who is willing to say 
absolutely anything”. There was no 
recording of Depp admitting to hit- 
ting Heard, she said. “It doesn’t exist. 
It didn’t happen.” 

Vasquez said Heard’s allegations 
of violence were “an act of pro- 
found cruelty” to “true survivors of 


domestic abuse”. She said: “She came 
into this courtroom ready to give the 
performance of her lifetime ... and 
she gave it.” 

Vasquez said that Depp’s texted 
apologies to his former wife - “for 
my behaviour, I’m a fucking sav- 
age” - had never been for violence 
toward her. “What we haveisamoun- 
tain of unproved allegations that are 
wild, over the top, andimplausible,” 
Vasquez said. “And you can’t pick and 
choose which to believe and which 
ones to disregard. You either believe 
all of it, or none of it” 

Another lawyer for Depp, Ben- 
jamin Chew, told jurors Depp had 
struggled with drugs and alcohol 
- “you never heard him deny that” - 
and “he owns his flaws. He told you 
all about them. But he is not a vio- 
lent abuser.” 

Chew added: “There is a world of 
difference between having a sub- 
stance abuse problem and being an 
abuser.” Heard’s lies, he said, had 
grown over time. “This is a unique 
and singular ‘me too’ case, where 
there is nota single ‘me too’.” 

Both sides were each given 61 
hours over the seven-week trial to 
present their case, with dozens of 
witnesses and experts weighing 


in on Depp and Heard’s 15-month 
marriage. 

Though legal experts do not expect 
the case to provide any landmark of 
jurisprudence, it has for millions 
become animperfect prism on gender 
equality, and broadly gender rela- 
tions, and whether, as Depp claimed 
in bringing the case, it was Heard who 
was the abuser in their relationship. 

For Heard, 36, who has had the 
benefit of an unrelated London 
libel court judgment finding it was 
“substantially true” that Depp is a 
“wife beater”, her side of the def- 
amation case turns on whether 
statements that a Depp press agent 
gave to the Daily Mail alleging her 
claims of domestic violence were 
“an abuse hoax” orchestrated to take 
advantage of the #MeToo movement 
were libellous and intentionally false. 
Heard has asked for $100m (£80m) 
in damages. 

If Depp, 58, prevails in his claim 
that he was defamed by Heard in 
a December 2018 opinion piece 
she wrote in the Washington Post 
describing herself as “a public fig- 
ure representing domestic abuse” 
- despite never mentioning him by 
name - he may be awarded his claim 
for $50m. 


How Moss 
subversively 
channelled 
Coco for 
court drama 


his week’s most 

anticipated fashion 

moment was not 

Brooklyn Beckham’s 

wedding pictures 

finally appearing in 
Vogue, nor the latest red carpet 
lewk at the Cannes film festival. No, 
fashion observers were waiting for 
something much more nuanced, 
more sophisticated: what would 
Kate Moss wear to testify at her 
ex-boyfriend Johnny Depp’s libel 
trial this week? 

For her three minutes on the 
witness stand to clear up that 
“did she fall/was she pushed?” 
stairs question (she fell), Moss 
weaponised a white spotted 
pussybow blouse. 

To the untrained eye, such 
achoice might seem perfectly 
anodyne courtroom clothing. Not 
to Moss and the fashion literate, 
though: there’s always been 
something subtly subversive about 
the pussybow. 

“Historically, it’s associated 
with women who are starting 
to invade male spaces - the golf 


. Pussybows at Balenciaga (left) and Mi iu Miu (right) this spring. Margaret 


Thatcher, pictured here in 1990, reportedly called them ‘softening and pretty’ 


Moss testifies via video link during 
her ex Johnny Depp’s lawsuit against 
his former wife, Amber Heard 
PHOTOGRAPH: EVELYN HOCKSTEIN/REUTERS 


course, the workplace - and 
challenge traditional dress codes,” 
says Dr Kate Strasdin of Falmouth 
University. 

It was popularised in the 
1960s by Coco Chanel, whose 
silk blouses offset more mannish 
fabrics such as tweed. But it was 
in 1966, when Yves Saint Laurent 
appropriated the tuxedo trouser 
suit as womenswear to create the 
iconic Le Smoking, softening it with 
a silk pussybow blouse, that it was 
radicalised and became a feminist 
fashion statement. 

“It was the first time it was 
paired with trousers,” says Strasdin. 
“There was a direct femininity, but 
it was hypermasculinised.” 


4N 
) 

La Redoute’s 
pussybow 


blouse § 


The 1960s pussybow gave 
women working in a man’s world 
a soft-power version of a suit and 
tie (your reference: those Mad 
Men badasses Peggy Olson and 
Joan Holloway). It was an iron fist 
ina velvet glove. It was also a key 
element of Margaret Thatcher’s 
sartorial arsenal; she reportedly 
called it “softening and pretty”. 

And as if to remind the world 
of its rebellious roots, Balenciaga 
opened its Resort 2023 show at 
the New York Stock Exchange last 
Sunday with a model wearing a 
voluminous black satin pussybow 
blouse with a latex gimp mask. 

Moss’s take was rather more 
polite. Wearing it with a black satin- 
lapelled jacket, the look was very 
much Le Smoking. “She’s almost 
recreated that iconic 1966 [Helmut 
Newton] image,” says Strasdin. 

So what might Moss have been 
saying? What was she subverting? 

“It evokes defiance,” says fashion 
historian Dr Bethan Bide. “The bow 
is almost coming undone. It says 
she’s trying less hard; it feels more 
rebellious. It’s like she’s saying, ‘’m 
not going to perform for you here’. 
It’s a refusal to deliver for the media 
circus. 

“Kate’s brilliant at skirting that 
line,” adds Bide. “At first glance, her 
look is eminently respectable, but it 
has that real vibe that provides that 
pushback.” 
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Caretaker fired after giving 
away £5m Tudor carving 


Jessica Murray 


The caretaker of a stately home 
in Staffordshire gave away a rare 
Tudor carved panel worthup to£5m 
because he thought it was rotten, an 
employment tribunal has heard. 
Brian Wilson took the 450-year- 
old overmantel from the Grade II 
listed Seighford Hall and tossed it 
on a pile of firewood, before giving 
it to an antiques dealer who later 
tried to sell it. Wilson, who lived in 
acaravan in the grounds of the 16th- 
century manor house near Stafford, 
was found to have committed gross 
misconduct and dismissed. 


A The 450-year-old overmantel 
from Seighford Hall in Staffordshire 


The building had been used asa 
nursing home, which ceased operat- 
ing in 1998. Wilson was employed to 
live on site and manage security and 
maintenance of the property. After 
his sacking he took his employer, 
Seighford Hall Nursing Home Ltd, 
to tribunal for unfair dismissal. 

Employment judge Kate Hind- 
march ruled the sacking had been 
“procedurally unfair”, as Wilson had 
not been made aware of the decision 
to fire him. She awarded him £4,066 
in unlawful deduction from wages 
and untaken holiday pay but ruled 
he was not entitled to any additional 
compensation for his sacking. 

Wilson admitted removing the 
carving without consent, claiming 
it was “in very poor repair”, and said 
he placed it on a “fire pile” before 
allowing it to be taken away by busi- 
nessman Andrew Potter. “As far as I 
was concerned it was less rubbish for 
me to get rid of,” he said. 

Potter planned to turn the carving 
intoa headboard but was alerted toits 
potential value and put it up for auc- 
tion. Stafford borough council went 
to court to stop Whitworth Auctions 
from selling the piece. 


Harry 


Styles dominates UK charts 


with new album and three singles 


Ben Beaumont-Thomas 


Harry Styles has dominated the UK 
charts with the release of his new 
album, Harry’s House, the fastest- 
selling album of 2022 so far. 

Harry’s House reached No 1 with 
113,000 copies sold - a number 
derived from streams and physical 
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A Kendrick Lamar is third - after Ed 
Sheeran - in the week’s album chart 


PHOTOGRAPH: KEVIN MAZUR/GETTY 


< Harry Styles at the Coachella 
festival last month. Harry’s House is 
the fastest-selling album of 2022 


sales - and with Styles outselling the 
rest of the Top 40 combined in the 
vinyl chart. His previous album Fine 
Line returns to the chart at No 8, and 
his self-titled debut is at No 29. 

Lead single As It Was remains at 
No1inthe singles chart, notching up 
an eighth week in the position that 
makes it the longest-running chart- 
topper of the year. 

The Top 3is rounded out withtwo 
other Styles songs: Late Night Talk- 
ingand Music fora Sushi Restaurant. 
Only Justin Bieber (in 2016) and Ed 
Sheeran (in 2017) have achieved such 
a sweep before. 

As It Was is still growing in popu- 
larity, now reaching its highest chart 
sales since its debut week. 

Ed Sheeran and Kendrick Lamar 
are second and third in the album 
chart, with new entries by Everything 
Everything and rapper M Huncho 
completing the Top 5. 

Elsewhere in the singles chart, 
British singer-songwriter Cat Burns 
has an 11th week in the Top 10 with 
her ballad Go - originally released in 
July 2020, it is the year’s slow-burn 
success story. Appearing in the Top 
10 for the first time in 12 years is La 
Roux, who features on rapper Tion 
Wayne’s track IFTK singing the cho- 
rus from her 2009 hit In for the Kill. 
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‘Even in Denmark we 


are more cynical 


now. The hit TV show 


returns 10 years on 


orgen snuck into the 
UK at the start of the 
last decade among 
the great wave of 
Scandi noir, instigated 
by series such as 
The Killing and Wallander. Only 
Borgen was different - no grisly 
murders, no unexpected deaths, 
not much knitwear, and zero high- 
stakes shoot-outs. 

Instead, it was a deftly written, 
stunningly shot, political drama, 
following Birgitte Nyborg - played 
beautifully by Sidse Babett 
Knudsen - who unexpectedly 
becomes Denmark’s first female 
“statsminister” (prime minister). 

Focusing not only on the 
political machinations of Borgen 
(literally the castle, where the 
government sits), but also on the 
personal lives of the politicians and 
journalists in its orbit, it quickly 
became a firm favourite in the 
“golden age” of TV. This was a 
remarkable achievement, given 
that it focused on the minutiae of 
politick Dansk, such as pig farming 
and oil revenues, and somehow 
took international viewers along 
for the ride - with some excellent 
Danish interior design thrown in for 
good measure. 

After signing off in 2013, the 
drama is making a return on Netflix 
on 2 June, witha new drive anda 
darker feel. 

Why now? I ask Knudsen, and 
Borgen’s creator, Adam Price, who, 
as well as writing the series, isa 
well-known TV chef in Denmark. 
The time was right, Price says. “We 
did say to each other that if the 
right story came along, we would 
probably try to get the band back 
together again.” 

That “right story” entails a 
significant new oil discovery in 
Greenland - a Danish dependency. 
Birgitte is back, inanewly formed 
government as minister for foreign 
affairs. Sidse must have thought 
about what her character had been 
doing? “Oh I’m not method [acting] 
at all - lactually just put her in the 
cupboard, and she’s been doing 
well. Itook her out from the closet 
and she fitted like a glove.” 

Birgitte Hjort Sorensen, who 
plays the fearless journalist turned 
political adviser, Katrine Fonsmark, 
says: “I didn’t think about it until I 
got the call, and then when I started 
reading the first script, it felt like 
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finding an old friend on Facebook, 
and I was thinking, ‘Oh! Wow! She’s 
actually been alive all this time!’” 
Of all the characters, Katrine was 
the one who seemed to come full 
circle by the end of season three - 
letting her guard down, accepting 
love - but this new series feels as 
much about the torrid emotional 
journeys of both Birgitte and 
Katrine as it does the Greenlandic 
issue. “Back in the day, Katrine 
used to be very good at her job, 
but not very good at her private 
life. Then meeting Sgren Ravn, 
Nyborg’s former policy adviser, 
played by the Scandi-noir stalwart 
Lars Mikkelsen, sort of put her 


at ease, and... itkind of worked. 
Then she maybe dialled back on the 
work front for a while, had another 
child, and now she’s coming back 
full-force” 

Borgen is coming back full- 
force too, but it’s avery different 
show this time around. Everyone 
is very careful not to callita 
fourth season. Instead, it is aself- 
contained project, under the title 
Power & Glory, with the single 
Greenland plot running through 
all eight episodes. It is far more 
sombre - from the ominous title 
sequence onwards - surrounding 
Nyborg with shade, emptiness 
and darkness. She strikes a more 


V Sidse Babett Knudsen, centre and 
below, as the foreign affairs minister 
in the new Borgen series on Netflix 
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ABorgen glossary 


Borgen Means the castle, a 
nickname for Christiansborg 
Palace, home to the prime minister, 
government and judiciary. 


Danish parliament A body elected 
by proportional representation and 
overseeing one of the world’s most 
successful welfare states. 


Hej means hello; tak is thank you; 
statsminister is prime minister; 
and hvem lzekkede dette? means 
who leaked this? 


Coffee consumption The average 
Dane drinks 1.46 cups of coffee a 
day. It is also the second happiest 
country in the world. Coincidence? 


La Glace Cafe mentioned by 
Birgitte Nyborg. A Danish 
institution where outgoing 
ministers are traditionally taken for 
a goodbye slice of strawberry cake. 


solitary figure, more Machiavellian, 
losing some of her old self'to her 
job. “If I don’t work 19-hour days as 
foreign minister, then who the hell 
am I?” she says at one point. 

Knudsen, in her unnervingly 
English RP accent, agrees. “Times 
have changed, and this is really a 
very interesting melange of the old 
Borgen and something very new. I 
was most interested that this time 
itis her relationship with herself, 
with her ideals and her political 
values, with her place in the world. 
So itis, I guess you could say, 
lonely, but there’s more nuance.” 

In the nine years the show has 
been away, we’ve had Brexit, 
Trump, Black Lives Matter, 
#MeToo, a global pandemic, and 
war in Ukraine. The original Borgen 
existed in much lighter times, 
depicting an almost West Wing 
optimism. 

Knudsen says: “I remember 
when we were talking with 
journalists from abroad 10 years 
ago, they were like, ‘Is Denmark 
like that?’ and the Borgen universe 
has always been a bit more friendly 
... it’s an idealistic show but we 
really wanted you to believe it was 
true, because it would be nice if 
sucha country existed in the world. 
But even in Denmark we couldn’t 
get away with doing that now, 
because it is more cynical.” 

Times have changed for Katrine, 
too. The world seems to have 
moved on while she has stood still, 
left with a feeling with which many 
older millennials may identify with 
- still feeling young but now being 
the adults in the room. 

“Even though she’s only around 
4O, she’s also old school, so the 
‘woke’ time we’re in now, she 
understands and embraces it but 
she slips often because she says 
stuff she’s not supposed to. [But] 
where she used to have ambitions 
for her own sake, nowI think she 
is ambitious for journalism asa 
whole, and wanting to save [it] in 
a way.” 

Similarly, Nyborg has never 
been a “power for power’s sake” 
politician, but during Borgen: 
Power & Glory we see her drift 
somewhat. “How does she justify 
her actions with herself?” says 
Knudsen. “It’s not so black and 
white. I was really thrilled to do 
that development. Being a leader 
has become such an essential 
part of her identity, so it’s not 
just [power for power’s sake], it’s 
because that’s who she is.” 

Price adds: “Like Sidse says, if 
you build your identity on your 
position then it becomes too costly 
to lose ...as then you lose yourself” 

There is also a hugely prescient 
Russia reference in the opening 
episode which may make your 
jaw drop. Even though the show 
had been wrapped well before the 
war in Ukraine, a speech at the 
end of episode one hits hard. “It’s 
so crazy,” says Sgrensen, “I think 
Adam is so well informed and 
makes speculations which often 
seem to come true.” 

Knudsen thinks it’s something 
else. “Adam has acrystal ball, he 
always has. It happened back in the 
day as well.” After all, Denmark’s 
first female prime minister, Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt, was elected a 
year after the first season aired. 


The Guardian Saturday 28 May 2022 
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Producers of Kevin Spacey 
film stand by indicted actor 


“While it’s unfortunate that 
increased negative press is timed 
with Kevin returning to work,” the 
statement reads, “it’s also to be 
expected. There are those who wish 
for him not to act, but they are out- 
numbered by fans worldwide who 
await an artist they have enjoyed for 
decades returning to the screen.” 


Catherine Shoard 


The producers of Peter Five Eight, a 
new thriller starring Kevin Spacey, 
have responded to the authorisation 
of charges of sexual assault brought 
against the actor on Thursday. 


ns 


A Kevin Spacey ‘faces sexual assault 
charges issued in the UK this week 


The statement, obtained by the 
Hollywood Reporter, was issued by 
the backers of the mystery thriller 
which has been promoted at the 
Cannes Market over the past week. 

On Thursday, the Crown Prose- 
cution Service authorised criminal 
charges against Spacey for four counts 
of sexual assault against three men. 
The menare nowin their 30s and 40s 
and the alleged incidents date from 
2005 to 2013. 

The development follows a 
review of evidence gathered by the 
Metropolitan police in its previous 


investigation into the actor. He can 
only be formally charged ifhe enters 
England or Wales. 

Spacey, a two-time Oscar winner, 
was artistic director of the Old Vic 
theatre in London between 2004 and 
2015. It was in 2017, as the #MeToo 
movement grew, that sexual-assault 
allegations were first publicly raised 
against him. 

He was dropped from the lead role 
in Netflix’s House of Cards and his 
part in Ridley Scott’s All the Money 
in the World was reshot with Chris- 
topher Plummer replacing the actor. 
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Selected seats for travel between 23.05.22 — 31.10.22. Travel restrictions & T&C's apply. 


Hotting up The pinksea fan (Eunicella 
verrucosa), whichis currently one of Britain's 


z 


rarest and most threatened species because 
of trawling, could spread in UK coastal waters 
as global temperatures rise, modelling by 
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researchers at Exeter University predicts. 


People who have 
monkeypox told 
to avoid contact 
with their pets 


Nicola Davis 
Science correspondent 


People with monkeypox have been 
advised to avoid contact with their 
pets for three weeks amid concerns 
the animals could become infected 
and pass the virus on to other people. 

Monkeypox is caused by a viral 
infection and can be found in animals 
including rodents and monkeys, as 
well as in humans. 

It is typically found in central 
and western Africa. However, in 
recent weeks there has been a surge 
in human cases in countries where 
the disease is not endemic, includ- 
ing the UK. 


Now experts have advised people 
who have been diagnosed with mon- 
keypox to avoid contact with their 
pets for three weeks. 

“Based on current evidence, for 
pet rodents in households where 
there are infected people, tempo- 
rary removal from the household 
for a limited quarantine period (21 
days) and testing to exclude infection 
isrecommended, particularly where 
there are infected human contacts 
who have had close direct and pro- 
longed contact with the animal or its 
bedding and/or litter,” guidance from 
a multi-agency, cross-government 
group including the UKHSA and the 
Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (Defra) states. 

Other mammals kept as pets such 
as cats and dogs should be kept under 
householdisolation, with regular vet 
checks “to ensure no clinical signs 
are observed”. 

The UKHSA said a further 16 cases 
had been identified in England, bring- 
ing the total to 101. To date three cases 
have been found in Scotland and one 
each in Wales and Northern Ireland. 


Saturday 28 May 2022 The Guardian 


Nesting gulls 
steal Dorset 
police car for 
hatching plan 


You may think they have plenty of 


conventional spots - cliffs, islands, 
seaside rooftops, chimney pots - to 
nest on - but a pair of herring gulls 
have opted to construct their nest on 
the roof ofa Dorset police car, taking 
it out of actionas they areaprotected 
species and cannot be disturbed. 

In the sort of ascenario that might 
have appeared in Hot Fuzz, the Edgar 
Wright film featuring hapless West 
Country officers, Dorset police are 
having to stand by and wait for nature 
to take its course. 

The force said that as soonas offic- 
ers in Bridport spotted the nest they 
knew it should not be disturbed 
under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981. A spokesperson said: “We 
are nowliaising with Natural England 
to explore what optionsare available 
tousin these unusual circumstances. 
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. One of the nesting herring gulls, a 
species that is on the RSPB’s red list 
of highest conservation concern 
PHOTOGRAPH: GRAHAM HUNT/BNPS 


“As this is a spare vehicle, there 
are sufficient cars to meet our oper- 
ational requirements and there will 
be no impact on our daily activities. 
However, we are keen to get the vehi- 
cle operational as soon as possible.” 

A spokesperson for the RSPB, the 
conservation charity, said: “Herring 
gulls are on thered list of highest con- 
servation concern and, like many 
seabirds, face arange of threats. For- 
tunately, it won’t be long before the 
eggs hatch - and the young are away 
not long after hatching.” 


Alocal resident said: “Clearly the 
police haven’t had touse the car fora 
while as it must have taken the gulls 
some time to build a nest. 

“Apparently they have been there 
for a few days, but Ihaven’t seen any 
signs of eggs yet.” 

A spokesperson for the RSPCA 
animal charity said: “Birds are at 
their most vulnerable when nesting. 
Any disturbance could kill or injure 
wild birds and their young or cause 
parent birds to abandon their nest, 
eggs and young. 

“Nests can’tbe moved or destroyed 
while they’re being built or stillin use 
- apart from under certain exceptions 
to allow the control of certain birds 
for specific reasons under licence.” 


Toy fox terrier 
Pebbles, 22, 
takes world's 
oldest dog title 


A toy fox terrier in the US has been 
named the world’s oldest living dog 
at the age of 22. 

Pebbles, born on 28 March 2000, 
was awarded the Guinness world 
record this month - taking the title 
from the former record holder, 
TobyKeith, a chihuahua in Florida. 

Bobby and Julie Gregory of South 
Carolina heard from friends that 
TobyKeith had been declared the 
world’s oldest dog in April. But 
TobyKeith is only 21. “When I saw 
TobyKeith’s story all over the news, 
I applied [for the record],” Julie told 
Guinness World Records. 

In 2000, the couple had been in 
search of alarge dog when they came 
across Pebbles, who now weighs 
1.8kg (4lb). “She was jumping and 
barking so muchat Bobby that he had 
no choice but to pick her up and check 
her out,” Julie said. “It was instant 
love the second the two met.” 


Pebbles rules the household, the 
Gregorys said. She likes country 
music, cuddles, and sleeping until 
5pm. She is usually calm, but can 
be crabby if woken. “Pebbles is like 
a wild teen who loves to sleep dur- 
ing the day and is up all night,” said 
Julie, adding: “Her two favourite 
country singers are Conway Twitty 
and Dwight Yoakam.” 

Pebbles marked her 22nd birth- 
day this year with a bubble bath and 
ameal of ribs.“Most people that know 
Pebbles can’t believe how long she 
has lived,” said Julie. “They tell us all 
the time howamazing itis that we still 
have her, as most of them remember 
when we got her.” 


CERTIFICATE 


The oldest dag living 
is Pebbles 
(USA, b. 25 March 2000) 
tho is 22 years 50 days old , 
» verified in Taylors, South 


Carolina, USA 
on 17 May 2022 


OFFICIALLY 


& Pebbles with the world record she 
took from a 21-year-old chihuahua 
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Farmers’ union funding 
legal challenges to curbs 
on using river pollutants 


Environmental groups have crit- 
icised the National Farmers Union 
for helping hundreds of agricultural 
businesses to push back against 
measures designed by the Depart- 
ment for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra) to protect vul- 
nerable rivers in the UK. 

Working with the consultancy 
Hafren Water, the NFU has helped 
at least 200 land users fight against 
“nitrate vulnerable zone” designa- 
tions, according to documents made 
available to the union’s members. 

Farmers in areas designated as 
nitrate vulnerable face restrictions 
on the use of fertilisers and the stor- 
age of organic manure, intended to 
reduce the risk of pollution. 

In a video for its members, 
obtained by the investigative jour- 
nalism organisation Point Source, 
the NFU announced special financial 


support for agricultural businesses 
to appeal against these designations 
through its legal assistance scheme. 
Anin-house solicitor for the NFU said 
in the video that its scheme would 
fund preliminary research and con- 
sultations before the formal appeals 
process. 

The solicitor also said the scheme 
would contribute to costs during the 
formal appeal proceedings. 

The NFU encouraged members to 
form groups to share costs and work 
with Hafren Water to challenge des- 
ignations, saying the consultancy 
had previously “fought really hard 
on behalf of members”. 

The NFU declined to tell the Guard- 
ian how much money it had already 
provided to support appeals. 

Farmers can appeal against des- 
ignations every four years, and 
during the last round, which started 
in 2017, 94 of 135 appeals were suc- 
cessful. Cases where the NFU and 
Hafren Water helped farmers to win 
included removing designations 


from the River Calder in Lancashire 
and the Dovein the Midlands. Runoff 
from agriculture is the biggest single 
polluter of English rivers. 

The head of science and policy at 
the Rivers Trust, Rob Collins, said: 
“Rather than challenging designa- 
tions, funds would be better spent 


supporting farmers to optimise fer- 
tiliser application.” 

The NFU said farmers were enti- 
tled to “ensure that the designation 
is correct and has been applied fairly. 
NFU members are able to seek sup- 
port from ourlegalassistance scheme 
to help with the appeals process.” 


¥ The River Wye in Derbyshire. 
Runoff from agriculture is the biggest 
cause of pollution in English rivers 
PHOTOGRAPH: GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK 


Hafren Water said: “The decision 
as to whether an area should be des- 
ignated as a nitrate vulnerable zone 
is entirely objective and determined 
using Defra-derived methodology.” 

ADefra spokesperson said: “Weare 
committed to working with farmers 
to improve water quality.” 


Saturday 28 May 2022 The Guardian 
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Bank holiday weekend 


Where to go and what to do 
during four days of festivities 


a: ant 1d concert 8 101 
The extended bank holiday 
weekend kicks off at 10am 
on Thursday with trooping 
the colour on Horse Guards 
Parade (also shown on screens 
in St James’s Park and on TV). 
At 9pm the principal beacon 
will be lit: a 21-metre (70ft) 
“tree of trees” made from 350 
smaller trees. A further 1,500 
beacons will be lit around the 
UK, overseas territories and 
the Commonwealth. Other 
official events include a service 
of thanksgiving at St Paul’s 
Cathedral on Friday, a Party at 
the Palace concert next Saturday, 
headlined by Queen, Alicia Keys 
and Sam Ryder, and a pageant 
at Buckingham Palace on the 
Sunday. The pageant includes a 
River of Hope procession: 200 
silk flags carried by childrens. 
The London Eye has transformed 
a pod into a 1950s pub where 
visitors can relive Coronation 
Day with royal cocktails (£65 
per person). 


195 takeovel elfast 

Next Saturday, ine cultural 
venue 2 Royal Avenue is going 
back in time to 1950s Belfast, 
with art workshops, live music, 
storytelling, film screenings, 

a photography exhibition 

and dancing. The cafe will 

serve dishes from the decade. 
Elsewhere the jubilee beacon will 
be lit outside Titanic Belfast, and 
City Hall is to host tea dances. 


arden j 
Bath i is bias tits astep 
further, illuminating a host of 
landmarks in purple on Thursday. 
Bath on the Beach opens for the 
summer on the same day in Royal 
Victoria Park, and is giving away 
free Pimm’s over the weekend 
(booking required). There is a 

Big Jubilee Picnic on the lower 
lawn of the Royal Crescent on 

the Sunday, with face painting, 
entertainers, and arts and crafts 
(free, 12-5pm). The Royal Crescent 
hotel is throwing a garden party, 
with tea, live music and lawn 
games (£55). 


York is making a bid to have 

the most bunting over the bank 
holiday - more than two miles 
of it. In St Sampson’s Square, 
archive footage of the Queen’s 
visits to the north of England 
will be shown on a big screen, 
alongside daily screenings of the 
animated film The Queen’s Corgi 


York is making a bid to = 
have the most in 


Royal cocktails in a pub 
pod on the London Eye 


Gaia to Say one 
green spaces will have union flag 
deckchairs big enough for two. The 
Spring Fair and Food festival at 
York racecourse includes traders, 
DJs, bands, a vintage funfair and 

a Big Jubilee Lunch. There isa 
service of celebration at York 
Minster next Saturday and a jubilee 
outdoor market at Carlton Towers, 
also next Saturday, with Pimm’s 
and strawberries. 


astles and palaces 
At Hampton Court Palace in south- 
west London there is Jubilee Joust 
in the gardens, where knights 
will compete for the Jubilee Cup 
(Wednesday to Sunday, included in 
entry price). 

This year’s exhibition in the 
ballroom of Balmoral Castle 


features a collection of the Queen’s 
outfits, and the coffee shop is 
serving a special afternoon tea. 

Cardiff Castle is hosting a 
concert next Saturday, with choirs, 
orchestras and singers including 
Bonnie Tyler. At Lincoln Castle, 
visitors can join the Great British 
Jubilee Picnic, with entertainment 
from the bandstand (free, Thursday 
to Sunday). 


reis and Hanc 1, Norw: 
Town criers will read a 
proclamation to the Queen as 
beacons are lit onThursday in 
towns across Norfolk. Chantry 
Place shopping centre is turning 
into Chantry Palace for the 
weekend, with royal guards 
on sentry duty, a throne and 
red carpet, and a corgi-themed 
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family trail (Thursday to Sunday). 


At Norwich cathedral, there 
is a performance of Handel’s 
Coronation Anthems on Saturday. 


ands and beers, Bristol 
Bristol i is nosing an all-day Big 
Jubilee Lunch on College Green 
next Sunday, with live music and 
activities including making a royal 
paper flotilla, while raising money 
for local food charities. The Mall, 
a pub in Clifton, has Platinum 
Fest on Friday, with live bands 
and food stalls (free, 1-10.30pm). 
The new Bedminster Beer Trail 
launches over the bank holiday 
weekend - drinkers collect stamps 
from independent pubs along the 
way to claim a free festival beer at 
the Bristol Beer Factory tap room 
(Thursday to Sunday). 


The City a TEMinanaa Symphony 
Orchestra is performing a 
programme of works presented by 
John Suchet that will include music 
from the coronation and some 

of the Queen’s favourite tunes 
(Thursday, from £13). There will 
also be a four-day celebration in 
Victoria Square, with family games, 
a funfair and live music (Thursday 
to Sunday). 


ile rid 
These two iineomanire seaside 
resorts are celebrating British 
bands formed during the Queen’s 
reign, with tribute acts to Coldplay, 
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the Spice Girls, Oasis, the Beatles, 
Madness and, of course, Queen. 
The free concerts start at lpm 
next Saturday. Fireworks displays 
on the beach at 10pm. 


A flotilla of 70 vessels will parade 
from Victoria Pier in Hull to the 
Humber Bridge on Thursday. 


Bishop Auckland 

11Arches Park in Bishop 
Auckland, County Durham, 
claims to be throwing one of the 
biggest street parties (Saturday). 
It starts with an equine stunt 
show, followed by live music on 
the lake and a giant party, with 
seating for 2,500 people. Guests 
can choose from hampers at 
outdoor communal tables or 
indoor dinner with wine. There 
will be a live broadcast of the 
jubilee concert and a light and 
water show with fireworks. 


This urban flower show 
(Thursday to Saturday, free) is 
jubilee-themed for 2022, with 
city-wide floral tributes. The 
fringe festival has alternative 
displays in venues including 
Noma, the Science and Industry 
Museum, First Street and the 
Great Northern Warehouse, such 
as Sex-Pistols-inspired punk 
posies. Bars and restaurants will 
have outdoor pop-ups, and there 
is a floral cocktail crawl around 
10 venues: the summer garden 
spritz at the Harvey Nichols 

x Manchester Gin bar sounds 
suitably celebratory (raspberry 
gin and rose vermouth, £8). 


There will be a Big Jubilee 
Lunch next Sunday, circus skills 
workshops, theatre and live jazz 
and swing. There is also a big 
band concert at the Exmouth 
Pavilion (Thursday, £17). 


1") ester J eri 
The Elgar festival has concerts, 
street performances, talks 
and workshops at venues 
across Worcester and Malvern 
(Friday to Sunday, ticketed). It 
includes Vaughan Williams’s 
Te Deum, performed by the 
English Symphony Orchestra 
and the Elgar Festival Chorus in 
Worcester Cathedral, an Elgar 
for Everyone family concert and 
a prosecco tea party and swing 
concert in Henry Sandon Hall. 
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LOOKING TO 
STAY IN TUNE 
WITH INFLATION’? a 


JUPITER STRATEGIC 
ABSOLUTE RETURN BOND FUND 


Inflation is soaring, and central banks are starting to raise interest rates in response, 
creating a potentially discordant environment for bond investors. At Jupiter we 
have investment capabilities that address these issues in a single strategy, potentially 
helping to restore harmony. We call this human advantage ‘the value of active minds’. 


To discover more reasons to consider an allocation now, visit jupiteram.com/SARB = 
—— 
As with all investing, your capital is at risk. Investment risk — while the Fund aims to 
deliver above zero performance irrespective of market conditions, there can be no J U [> | T [= 74 
guarantee this aim will be achieved. The actual volatility of the Fund may be above 
or below the expected range, and may also exceed its maximum expected volatility. ASSET MANAGEMENT 


This advert is for informational purposes only and is not investment advice. We recommend you discuss any investment decisions with a financial adviser, particularly if you are unsure whether an 
investment is suitable. The Key Investor Information Document and Prospectus are available from Jupiter on request. The fund is a sub-fund of Jupiter Asset Management Series plc, a UCITS umbrella 
fund incorporated in Ireland. Issued by Jupiter Asset Management (Europe) Limited which is registered in Ireland and authorised and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. JAM000228-001-0522 
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No, thanks, Alexa How toturn off voice purchasing 


: also lock down purchases to only 

: certain profiles by recognising an 

: individual’s voice ID, such as yours 
: but not your children’s. 

:  Inaddition, voice purchasing 

: within kids’ skills can be turned off 
: entirely or set to “require purchase 
: approval”, which sends a text 

: Message or email to the registered 

: account holder who must then sign 
_ : off on the purchase. Sam Gibbs 


There are several ways to prevent 
accidental purchases of skills, 
goods or services via voice through 
Alexa, all accessed via the Alexa 
app on your phone or tablet. 

Open the app and navigate to: 
More > Settings > Account settings 
> Voice purchasing. ; 

Here you can either disable voice : 
purchasing entirely orsetapinto- : 
authorise transactions. You can 
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A Patricia Collinson’s experience with her Alexa highlights a potential pitfall 


Price of a prayer 
How Hail Mary could 
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DESIGNER SUNGLASSES 


with or without a prescription 


have proved costly 


Patrick Collinson 


hen my 
87-year-old 
mother, Patricia 
Collinson, 
was given an 
Amazon Alexa 
speaker by my sister, she was 
delighted to find she could ask it to 
say the Hail Mary. Every morning 
for a week the devout Catholic 
asked Alexa to recite the prayer. 
What she was less delighted to 
learn was that she had unwittingly 
ordered a premium subscription 
payable through Amazon toa 
company called Catholic Prayers. 
Patricia, a retired district 
nurse in Hastings, does not owna 
computer and does not know how 
to use one. She had signed up by 
voice command, without being 
presented with the outline or terms 
and conditions that are standard 
when you pay for things online. 
Her experience throws a 
spotlight on arelatively new 
phenomenon: Alexa “skills”. 
Launched in the UK in 2016, these 
are the voice service’s version of 
apps. There are 45,000 in the UK, 
which range from security offerings 
(such as enabling your Alexa to 
hear a smoke alarm) through to 
recipe ideas and even “senda 
hug” services. Although they are 
usually free to order verbally over 
Alexa, many also encourage in-app 
purchases, which can be made 
simply by saying “yes”. 
Patricia did not understand 
she was making a purchase or 
entering into a subscription. She 
said: “I got into the habit of coming 
downstairs, sitting in my recliner 
and saying: ‘Good morning, Alexa. 
Can you say the Hail Mary, please?” 
“It never asked for money. It 
never said it was charging me.” 


The Alexa was set up by my 
sister, Catherine, and is attached to 
her Amazon account. She spotted 
an email from the retailer that said: 
“Order confirmation. Your payment 
has been processed and your 
subscription term has started.” 

Fortunately, the subscription 
was only for £1.99 a month, 
and there was a free seven-day 
cancellation period, which 
Catherine caught just in time. 

“Thank goodness she didn’t ask 
Alexa to say the rosary,” my sister 
joked, referring to the set of prayers 
that includes 53 Hail Marys. 

But there is a serious point. 
Digital voice assistants, such as 
Alexa, are now in millions of UK 
homes. Consumers, including 
the non-computer-savvy, may 
inadvertently enter into premium 
subscriptions simply by saying yes. 

Inastatement, Amazon said: 
“For purchases by voice, customers 
can buy content by saying yes toa 
product offer message, generated 
when a customer requests the 
product directly or when the 
customer responds positively to 
a proactive suggestion within the 
applicable skill.” 

It added: “Following a voice 
purchase, customers receive an 
order confirmation email from 
Amazon. With the Catholic prayers 
skill, customers are offered a free 
seven-day trial after which time 
they are asked if they would like to 
continue their subscription.” 

For skills aimed at children, 
approval isrequired and parents 
can disable voice purchasing. 

Guardian Money contacted the 
developer behind Catholic Prayers, 
Nicholas Azzarello, who lives in 
the US. He apologised for trouble 
caused but said Patricia “may 
not have realised what Alexa was 
asking her”. Catholic Prayers had 
10,000 monthly users but was not 
affiliated to the Catholic church. 
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Biden pleads for country to 


act, but old barriers remain 


Washington DC 


ess than two hours 

after returning from 

a five-day trip to 

Asia, a visit meant to 

signal US strength, 

Joe Biden walked 
into the Roosevelt Room of the 
White House, visibly shaken, to 
address one of the nation’s greatest 
weaknesses. 

Another mass shooting in 
America. This time in Uvalde, 
Texas, where an 18-year-old 
gunman killed 19 children and two 
teachers, making it the deadliest 
shooting at an elementary school 
since the massacre at Sandy Hook 
in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012. 

It was just 10 days aftera 
gunman targeted black shoppers 
at a grocery store in Buffalo, New 
York, killing 10 people. And nine 
days after agunman opened fire 
in a Tawainese church in southern 
California that left one dead and 
several wounded. 


“Why?” Biden said. “Why do we 
keep letting this happen?” 

Nearly a decade after watching 
Republicans defeat a gun control 
package he helped develop as 
vice-president in response to the 
shooting at Sandy Hook, Biden’s 
wrenching search for answers to 
this uniquely American tragedy 
continues. 

He entered the White House with 
a sweeping plan to address gun 


violence, but margins in Congress 
were too narrow to see them 
enacted. Once again, the president 
finds himself stuck between a 
desire to act and the limits of his 
powers to doso. 

“Tam sick and tired of it’ Biden 
said this week. “We have to act. 
And don’t tell me we can’t have an 
impact on this carnage.” 

On Sunday, Biden will travel to 
Uvalde to honour the lives lost. He 
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will grieve with the community 
asa father who knows the pain 
of burying a child. But as the 
president, itis unclear what 
measures he can deliver. 

Biden said on Wednesday that 
“the idea that an 18-year-old 
can walk into a store and buy 
weapons of war, designed and 
marketed to kill, is, Ithink, just 
wrong,” declaring: “The second 
amendment is not absolute.” 

But his expectations for what 
Congress will accomplish appear 
tempered by decades of false starts 
and failures. He called on Congress 
to pass “reasonable” gun safety 
laws and urged the Senate to take 
a “modest step” by confirming 
his nominee to lead the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. 

“We're always looking to do 
more,” the White House press 
secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, said 
on Thursday. “But right now, we 
need the help of Congress.” 

Encouraged by the White 
House, Democrats have thrown 
themselves into the gun control 
debate anew. A bipartisan group of 
lawmakers, led by the Connecticut 
senator, Chris Murphy, who was the 
congressman representing Sandy 
Hook at the time of the massacre, 
began talks this week. But they 
face long odds to find a bill that can 
garner the 60 votes necessary to 
overcome a Senate filibuster. 

Speaking at a gun safety rally on 
Capitol Hill on Thursday, Murphy 
acknowledged a feeling of “déja 
vu” in the wake of these tragedies, 
when vows of “never again” are 
followed by gridlock and inaction. 
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He asked supporters for help 


building the public case for action, 
urging a “popular uprising of 
citizens” to pressure Republicans. 

Democrats say the discussions 
will not be open-ended, and have 
vowed to force Republicans to take 
votes on the issue ifno compromise 
is reached in the coming weeks. 

“[’m not going to negotiate 
forever,” Murphy told reporters 
after the rally. 

Hours later, Senate Republicans 
blocked legislation introduced 
by Democrats that would 
have strengthened the federal 
government’s response to domestic 
terrorism and white suprememcy 
in response to the racist attack in 
Buffalo, a stark reminder of the 
deep divisions between the parties 
on how to address gun violence. 

In the absence of Congressional 
action, gun safety advocates have 
called on Biden to do more with 
his bully pulpit and his pen. White 
House officials say addressing gun 
violence is a “top priority”. 

The issue of is deeply personal 
to Biden. Asa senator, he played 
a key role in passing the 1994 
assault weapons ban, which 
expired in 2004 when Congress 
failed to renewit. Years later, as 
vice-president, he was tasked by 
Barack Obama with the mission 
of developing a fresh wave of gun 
control measures in response to 
Sandy Hook. The team proposed 
aslew of executive actions that 
Obama signed, but the legislation, 
known as the Manchin-Toomey 
bill, failed in the Senate in 2013. 
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‘It was the wrong decision’ 
Official admits police should 
not have waited outside 


Richard Luscombe 


The head of the Texas department 
of public safety admitted yesterday 
that “of course it was the wrong deci- 
sion” for armed police to wait for an 
extended period outside the class- 
room where the gunmanin Tuesday’s 
school shooting was killing children 
and teachers, without storming in. 

Steven McCraw, department of 
public safety director, shed tears 
and said at a tense press conference 
in Uvalde, where 19 young children 
and two teachers were gunned down 
byalocal18-year-old, that “there’sno 
excuse” for the failure of trained per- 
sonnel to intervene sooner. At least 
17 others were wounded and the vic- 
tims were all inside one classroom. 

McCraw spoke as questions and 
anger mounted in the community 
over gaps in information, contra- 
dictory answers given to repeated 
questions from parents and journal- 
ists about what had happened, and 
silence about why more deaths could 
not have been prevented. 

Salvador Ramos, who had recently 
turned 18, came heavily armed to 
Robb elementary school in the small 
townand killed 21 people, after shoot- 
ing and wounding his grandmother 
earlier. He was ultimately shot dead 
at the school by a federal agent. 

Ramos entered througha door that 
was meant to be locked but had been 
propped open, and after arriving in 
response to frantic calls from teach- 
ers trapped inside the school with the 
gunman barricaded in a classroom, 
armed law enforcement officers 
waited outside the door for about an 
hour while the killings continued. 

A specialist Swat team, for which 
the officers had apparently been 
waiting, eventually breached the 
classroom and shot the killer dead. 

After several days of stonewall- 
ing and contradictory responses by 
other officials, McCraw led the press 
conference yesterday and cited the 
personin charge of the special police 
department assigned to the school, 
without naming the person who on 
the day had led the response and held 
the officers back. 


‘The decision was... 
this was a barricaded 
subject, there was 
time to wait for 
atactical team’ 


Steven McCraw 
Texas department of public safety 


“The on-scene commander at the 
time believed it had transitioned 
from an active shooter [situation] to 
a barricaded subject,” McCraw said, 
adding the commander thought at 
that point there remained “no chil- 
drenat risk”. “Obviously, based upon 
the information we [now] have, there 
were children in that classroom at 
risk,” he said. 

He choked up as he was asked 
about when people had continued to 
call the 911 emergency service num- 
ber throughout the hiatus, and frantic 
parents outside the school were 
pleading with other officers there to 
move in and end the massacre. 

Asked about a “40-minute gap” 
in which 911 operators were aware 
children were alive, but officers still 
didn’t goin, he added: “The decision 
was made that this was a barricaded 
subject, there was time to retrieve the 
keys [to the classroom] and wait for 
a tactical team ... that was the deci- 
sion, that was the thought process. 

“With the benefit of hindsight, of 
course it was not the right decision, 
it was the wrong decision. Period. 
There’s no excuse for that,” he said. 

McCraw recounted some of the 911 
calls, including several from a female 
who, ina whisper, reported “multiple 
dead” ina classroom. The unnamed 
caller, from inside the classroom, said 
there were eight to nine students still 
alive at that stage. 

At12.36pm local time, a 911 call that 
lasted for 21 seconds was received 
from a child in the classroom, who 
was told to stay on the line and stay 
quiet. The child, McCrawrecounted, 
said: “Please send the police now.” 

Earlier, demands for answers mul- 
tiplied as it emerged that extra state 
spending onschoolsecurity and offic- 
ers trained for mass shootings had not 
prevented the massacre. 

Victor Escalon, the south Texas 
regional director of the state’s 
department of public safety, said on 
Thursday armed officers arrived at 
Robb elementary in about four min- 
utes, yet it was “approximately an 
hour later” that a tactical team of US 
border patrol arrived, burst into the 
classroom and killed the gunman, 
while the other police waited outside. 

Escalon had given incomplete 
answers to questions from reporters 
at a press conference on Thursday 
about what had happened, includ- 
ing onhowtheauthorities had said an 
armed officer tried to stop the shooter 
as he approached the school, then 
had said there had not been anyone 
to intercept the shooter beforehand. 

Telling the media he would try 
to get more answers, he said at one 
point: “Could anyone have gone [into 
the classroom] sooner? You have to 
understand, this is asmall town.” 

The mother of the gunman asked 
for forgiveness yesterday. 

Adriana Martinez told CNN affil- 
iate Televisa, in Spanish: “I have no 
words to say. I don’t know what he 
was thinking ... He had his reasons 
for doing what he did. Please don’t 
judge him. I only want the innocent 
children who died to forgive me.” 
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Moves to pass stricter gun 


laws have repeatedly failed 


Sandy Hook: 26 dead 

What was proposed Four 

months after a gunman killed 20 
children and six adults at Sandy 
Hook elementary in Newtown, 
Connecticut, in December 2012, 
legislation was proposed in 

2013 by Democratic Senator Joe 
Manchin of West Virginia and 
Republican Senator Pat Toomey 
of Pennsylvania to expand 
background checks for commercial 
gun sales, including at gun shows 
and on the internet. 


What happened The proposal fell 
five votes short in the Senate. The 
amendment included measures 

to try to win Republican support. 
The Senate, then led by Democrats, 
also defeated measures to ban 
assault weapons and high-capacity 
gun magazines. President Barack 
Obama called it a “shameful day for 
Washington.” 


Charleston: Nine dead 

What was proposed After the 

2015 shooting of nine people at 
the Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
South Carolina, by a white 
supremacist with a previous arrest, 
Democrats suggested closing the 
loophole that allowed a gun sale to 
go through if background checks 
took longer than three days. 


What happened The proposal 
never made it toa vote. 


San Bernardino: 14 dead 

What was proposed: The day 

after the December 2015 shooting 
at asocial services centre in San 
Bernardino, California, in which 14 
people were killed and more than 
20 wounded, two proposals were 
put forward to make it harder for 
people the government suspected 
of being terrorists to buy firearms. 


What happened Both were rejected 
by the Republican-led Senate. A 
week later, the Republican-led 
House blocked a Democratic effort 
to curb gun purchases by suspected 
terrorists. 


A Police patrol the streets outside 
Sandy Hook elementary school 


Pulse nightclub, Orlando: 49 dead 
What was proposed After 49 
people were killed at a Florida 
nightclub, four measures were 
put forward - two by Democrats, 
two by Republicans - to expand 
background checks and make it 
harder for suspected terrorists to 
purchase guns. 


What happened All four were 
defeated in a series of Senate votes. 


Parkland, Sutherland Springs and 
Las Vegas: 103 dead 

What was proposed In the wake 
of the 2017 murders of 17 people at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas high 
school in Parkland, Florida; the 
2018 mass shooting at the First 
Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, that killed 26; and 
the shooting dead of 60 people 
from a hotel room overlooking the 
Route 91 Harvest music festival 
on the Las Vegas Strip, modest 
measures came before Congress 
to help states comply with the 
existing system in reporting legal 


< Terrified music fans flee the Route 
91 Harvest festival in Las Vegas after 
a gunman opened fire on the crowd 
PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID BECKER/GETTY IMAGES 


and mental health records. 
Aban on “bump stocks”, 

used by the Las Vegas and 
Parkland gunmen and allowing 
a semiautomatic rifle to fire 
hundreds of rounds per minute, 
was also put forward. 


What happened The measures 
on background check reporting 
passed. The “bump stock” ban 
did not make it to a vote but 
was later enacted by the Trump 
administration. 


El Paso and Dayton: 31 dead 
What was proposed Following the 
2019 mass shooting at a Walmart 
in El Paso, Texas, where a far- 
right gunman killed 23 people, 
and in Dayton, Ohio, where 

nine people were shot near the 
entrance of Ned Peppars bar, 
President Donald Trump helped 
restart negotiations over the 2013 
proposals to expand background 
checks and US Attorney General 
Bill Barr floated a proposal for 
legislation on Capitol Hill. 


What happened Democrats held 
rare talks with the White House 
to try to broker a compromise, 
but the Trump proposal never 
reached the House or Senate floor 
after Congress became consumed 
with impeachment proceedings. 


March 2021 

What was proposed Two 

bills came before Congress in 

the first months of the Biden 
administration, the first to extend 
the review period for background 
checks from three to 10 days 
(first proposed after the 2015 
Charleston shooting) and the 
second to extend background 
checks in a similar manner to 

the failed 2013 proposal, but 

now including private as wellas 
commercial sales. 


What happened The Democrat- 
led House of Representatives 
passed the two bills and Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer vowed a vote as Biden 
said “we have to act.” 

But Senate action stalled, anda 
vote was not held, as Democrats 
in charge of the 50-50 Senate 
were unable to broker a bipartisan 
compromise. Republicans said 
they didn’t support the effort to 
extend background checks to 
private sales. 


<Then 
president 
Barack Obama 
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¥ Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, 
visits the memorial to the shooting 
victims in Uvalde’s town square 
PHOTOGRAPH: CHANDAN KHANNA/GETTY IMAGES 
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as community comes to terms with tragedy 


Uvalde, Texas 


he grief is visible on 

almost every street 

corner: in the faces 

of the schoolchildren 

who are no longer in 

their classrooms and 
the mournful messages written on 
the backs of vehicles: “Annabell 
Rodriguez, daddy missing u”. 

Three days after a gunman killed 
19 children and two teachers at 
Robb elementary, a loss and a sense 
of deep confusion hangs over this 
small ranching town like a shadow. 

“T feel a big heavy cloud right 
now,” said Jose Cazares, the uncle 
of Jackie Cazares, 10, who died in 
the shooting. “It’s not the same.” 

The killings have touched 
nearly everyone in the community 
of 16,000 people, which is 
largely Latino, and left residents 
struggling to come to grips with 
what happened and support their 
bereaved friends and neighbours. 

“What do you say? What do you 
do?” said Justin Hill, thinking ofa 
friend who had lost their daughter 
in the shooting. “There aren’t 
enough words.” 

There is more movement than 
ever in Uvalde, with journalists 
seemingly on every street, but life 
here, residents say, feels almost 
motionless. 

“It’s just still,’ Hill said as he 


stood inside the Local Fix coffee 
shop. “We have a lot of people 
coming into town; businesses are 
busy. But for the overall population 
everything is different. It’s just 
waiting and watching.” 

This time of year is normally 
busy in the small southwestern 
town, with high school graduation 
and summertime activities. All 
have been postponed. 

Even for those not connected to 
the school the loss feels personal. 
“Tt feels as if it’s our child, as if it’s 
our kids or our nieces or nephews,” 
said Alex Covarrubias. 


President 
Joe Biden 
ordered US flags 
in Washington 
to be flown at 
half-mast for 
victims of the 
Texas school 
attack which left 
19 children dead 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
KENT NISHIMURA/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


Netflix adds last-minute warning to Stranger Things episode 


The streaming service Netflix 

has added a last-minute content 
warning to the opening episode of 
the latest season of Stranger Things 
in the aftermath of the Texas 
school shooting . 

The first episode of the show’s 
pandemic-delayed fourth season 
premiered worldwide yesterday, 
days after the mass shooting at 
Robb elementary school in Uvalde 
that left 21 people dead, including 
19 children. 

The season reportedly opens 
with a telekinetic massacre that 
includes the depiction of several 
dead children covered in blood. 
“We filmed this season of Stranger 


: Things a year ago,” the warning 

: reads. “But given the recent tragic 
: shooting at a school in Texas, 

: viewers may find the opening 

: scene of episode one distressing. 

: Weare deeply saddened by this 

: unspeakable violence, and our 

: hearts go out to every family 

: Mourning a loved one.” 


A Netflix spokesperson told the 


: Hollywood Reporter: “We decided 
: to add the card given the proximity 
: of the premiere to this tragedy - 

: and because the opening scene is 

: very graphic.” 


The warning will only be shown 


for people watching the episode 
: in the US. Netflix has also edited 


: the description for the episode 

: to include the words: “Warning: 
: Contains graphic violence 

: involving children.” 


After the Uvalde shooting on 


: Tuesday, the US cable television 

: channel Lifetime delayed the 

: release of a movie titled The Bad 

: Seed Returns, about a murderous 
: high school student, while CBS 

: pulled the season finale of the 

: procedural drama FBI, which 

: was originally scheduled to be 

: broadcast that evening. 


The episode reportedly included 


: a storyline involving a student’s 
: possible involvement in a deadly 
: robbery. Sian Cain 


Uvalde residents comfort each 
other at a vigil for the victims 


Countless people have visited 
the memorial set up around the 
town square, some from San 
Antonio, Lubbock and Laredo, and 
others from just down the street. 

PJ Talavera came to the 
memorial with his daughter 
and wife, and soon they were 
embracing grieving friends. “I’ve 
hugged no less than maybe 200 or 
300 people in the last 24 hours,” 
he said. “One thing that I can tell 
you for sure is there’s an enormous 
amount of love.” 

Talavera, who runs alocal 
martial arts studio, is familiar 
with many of the names on the 
crosses that line the fountain in 
the square - he had mentored and 
taught several of the children at 
an afterschool programme at Robb 
elementary. “There are too many,” 
he said, gazing at the crosses. 
“These are just innocent babies.” 

His martial arts school has stayed 
open since the tragedy to provide 
anormal routine for his students. 
“They need to do something. 
They’re just here and this is just too 
much. We need to shelter them.” 

Covarrubias said he had 
grown tired of sitting at home 
and watching the news soon 
Wednesday he headed down to 
the town square and held upasign 
reading “Prayers for the families”. 

“Pm kind of glad I don’t havea 
job because Ijust couldn’t imagine 
going to work right now,” he said. 
“You can still feel it in the air.” 

Elisa Gonzalez, who used to 
live in the area, came to pay her 
respects and was heartened to see 
the way residents cared for one 
another. “They’re still together like 
they always are,” she said. 

Also at the memorial were 
family members of those who 
died, including Cazares, who stood 
under the trees and remembered 
his niece, the “little firecracker”. 

“She was motivated, she was 
loving. Full of love. A spark in her 
eye all the time,” he said. “She 
loved taekwondo, singing, dancing. 
She liked going to the river, 
shopping with her tia [aunt].” 

When Cazares came into town 
to visit his niece always offered to 
give up her room. Jackie greeted 
everyone with a big hug anda big 
heart, her aunt added. 

The family consoled one another 
and received support from friends. 
But they also expressed frustration 
as questions mount about how the 
gunman was able to carry out his 
rampage for almost an hour. 

“It took them 45 minutes to 
do what? Nothing,” said Cazares 
about the police officers who had 
responded to the scene. “I heard 
the governor say that he advocated 
half billion dollars for school 
safety. Why wasn’t that school safe? 
They need to be held accountable - 
the school, the PD, the governor.” 
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Why teenage tennis sensation 


could be the next big thing 


Paris 


or more than a decade 

now, the world of 

men’s tennis has been 

searching for new 

stars to follow up the 

dominance of its big 
three: Novak Djokovic, Rafael 
Nadal and Roger Federer. 

New generations have risen and 
fallen and waves of hype behind 
some promising young players have 
long sputtered out, while other 
talented players have simply not 
measured up to their dominance. 
Nadal and Djokovic, deep into 
their 30s and in the twilight of their 
careers, have remained the safest 
bets to win most grand slam titles 
in recent years. 

However, a player has arrived 
who has positioned himself to 
succeed - Carlos Alcaraz. Last 
night, the Spanish 19-year-old 
made it into the fourth round of the 
French Open with a straight-sets 
win over the American Sebastian 
Korda. But ever since Alcaraz won 
his first ATP challenger match, 
aged 15, Alcaraz has had eyes on 
his tennis and expectations on his 
shoulders. 

He grew up in El Palmar, 
aneighbourhood in Murcia, 
southern Spain, and began to play 
tennis at the Real Sociedad Club de 
Campo de Murcia, where his father, 
Carlos Alcaraz Gonzalez, was the 
director of the tennis academy. 
Carlos Alcaraz Sr was a professional 
himself, reaching a career high of 
963 before retiring at 20 owing toa 
lack of finances. He has cultivated 
a tennis-playing family: Carlos’s 
10-year-old brother, Jaime Alcaraz 
Garfia, is a promising young player 
who recently competed in the IMG 
Future Stars under-12 tournament 
in Greece. Carlos has two other 
siblings: Alvaro, his older brother, 
and his younger brother, Sergio. 

In 2018, Alcaraz moved to the 
JC Ferrero Equelite sport academy, 
where he continues to live and is 
trained by Juan Carlos Ferrero, a 
Spanish former world No 1 who 
won the French Open in 2003 - a 
month after Alcaraz was born. With 
Ferrero behind him, Alcaraz has 
progressed quickly. 

At every age and stage of his 
young career, Alcaraz has remained 
above the curve, either setting 
age records outright or following 
closely behind many of the 
prodigious achievements set by a 
teenage Nadal. 

After becoming the youngest 
US Open men’s quarter-finalist 
in the Open era last year, Alcaraz 
arrived in the new season having 
transformed his physique, 


A Carlos Alcaraz celebrating with 
Alexander Zverev after defeating 
the German to win the Madrid Open 
PHOTOGRAPH JUAN MEDINA/REUTERS 


donning a sleeveless shirt at the 
Australian Open to emphasise 
his gains. It has taken him to 

the next level. By winning the 
Miami Open last month, Alcaraz 
became the third-youngest player 
to win a Masters 1000 event, the 
second most prestigious tier of 
tournaments behind the grand 
slams. He then became the first 
player to beat Nadal and Djokovic 
back to back on clay, en route to 
winning the Madrid Open. 

King Felipe of Spain watched 
Alcaraz defeat Nadal in Madrid, 
having personally congratulated 
the teenager after his success 
in Miami. “I was more nervous 
[for] that call than the match,” 
Alcaraz said at the time. “It’s pretty 
amazing that the Spanish king 
congratulates you on the hard work 
you put in every day and your win.” 

Between the Masters 1000 titles 
and two other third-tier ATP 500 
victories, Alcaraz has compiled 
a 30-3 record so far in 2022. After 
being ranked 133 at the beginning 
of last season, he is now the sixth- 
ranked player in the world. 

“He definitely is special,’ 
Djokovic said this month. “I mean, 
already he’s breaking a lot of 
records as a teenager, you know, 
winning two Masters events this 


year, a couple of 500s. So far he’s 
the best player in the world, no 
question, this year, with the results 
that he’s been doing.” 

His popularity has exploded. 
After his triumph in Madrid, 
Alcaraz returned home to Murcia, 
where acrowd gathered outside 
his parents’ apartment, leading 
him to step out on to his balcony 
and brandish the trophy. He has 
been invited on to Spanish talk 
shows and been on the cover 
of magazines. His Instagram 
following is 1.3 million. His matches 
were already attracting crowds at 
the Australian Open in January, 
but in Paris even his practices have 
frenzied audiences. 

Alcaraz’s success stems from 
a game that is more explosive, 
dynamic and complete than 
those of most players his age. 

He possesses one of the most 
destructive forehands on the tour, 
while his drop shot, particularly 
on his forehand side, is one of the 
central points of his game. His vast 
hand skills and shotmaking talents 
are strung together by his supreme 
athleticism and defence. 

Since his win in Madrid, the 
hype surrounding Alcaraz has gone 
into overdrive, and he arrived in 
Paris tipped by some bookmakers 


¢ Alcaraz was 
beaten by Nadal 
in Madrid last 
year. But this 
month Novak 
Djokovic called 
Alcaraz ‘the 
best player 

in the world, 

no question’ 


as the tournament favourite. But 
his tournament at Roland Garros 
nearly ended surprisingly early. In 
his second-round match this week 
against the intelligent, crafty Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas, he found himself 
match point down on Ramos’s 
serve in the fourth set. Such is his 
penchant for the big moments, he 
not only saved the match point, 

he retrieved the break and took 
the fourth set, but he then also 
recovered from a 0-3 deficit in the 
fifth set. Somehow, even as he 
nearly lost to the world No 44, his 
reputation only grew. 

Even now that Alcaraz stands as 
atop 10 player, nothing is certain, 
when injuries, mental strife and 
other issues can always affect a 
career. There is no doubt, though, 
that he is on track, regardless of 
whether he fulfils his grand slam 
ambition as soon as this year’s 
French Open. 

“Pm still young, but I would say, 
pretty experienced player now,” he 
said. “I feel comfortable playing on 
big stadium, big matches, playing 
on grand slam. Physically, I’m 
strong. Mentally, I’m strong, as 
well. [think I’m ready to play these 
kind of matches in these situations, 
these tournaments.” Then he 
shrugged. “I’m ready, yeah.” 
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p dogs Pets take the high road 


in Scotland's mountain challenge 


Scotland correspondent 


etty, asix-year-old 
kerry blue terrier, 
celebrated reaching 
the summit of her 
282nd and final 
“Munro” - Am Basteir 
on Skye - with a hard-boiled egg. 
Her owner, Shona Marshall, toasted 
Betty’s entry into the Munro 
Society’s class of canine completers 
-15 are registered - with amini 
bottle of fizz she had carried up the 
934-metre (3,064ft) peak. 


“It really does strengthen the 
bond between you,’ she says of 
their 367-day challenge to raise 


funds for Kerry Blue Terrier Rescue. 


“They are trusting you to tell them 
it’s OK to cross this river or climb 
down this rock. It’s humbling.” 
Climbing Scotland’s Munros - 
mountains higher than 914 metres 
or 3,000ft - has become hugely 
popular since lockdown, as people 
seek out new challenges. Outdoors 
experts note increasing numbers 
are taking their dogs with them to 
“bag” a peak - which range from 
relatively straightforward day 
hikes to the notorious Inaccessible 


Pinnacle, the second highest 
summit in the Skye Cuillin, which 
requires arock-climb and an abseil. 
Graham Caldwell runs the 
Highland Hounds dog walking 
service, which offers weekend 
Munro walks as well as sessions to 
teach owners the skills they need to 
take dogs up on to the mountains. 
In eight years of business, 2022 has 
been “the busiest so far”, he says. 
“With more dogs than ever on 
the hills, it’s about accessibility and 
knowledge. Do walkers have the 
information to keep their dogs safe? 
They need to know the access code 
[walkers have the right to roam 


Which? only endorses the 
best products and services. 


So what is the future 


of gene-edited food? 


Hi: D 
Science correspondent 


t the height of the 

anti-GM movement 

in 1999, Peter 

Melchett, the late 

head of Greenpeace, 

was charged with 
theft and criminal damage after 
scything down a field of genetically 
modified maize. 

Ina decisive victory for the 
anti-GM movement, Lord Melchett 
and 27 fellow activists were 
acquitted by a jury in what many 
took as a measure of the profound 
negative public sentiment towards 
GM technology. 

More than 20 years on, with the 
government proposing relaxing 
rules on gene-edited products, 
experts say that the public view on 


the technology has, ifnot entirely 
warmed, at least softened. 

“T think most people now have 
what I call the Catherine Tate 
view: ‘Am I bovvered?” said Prof 
Jonathan Jones, of the Sainsbury 
Laboratory, a plant research 
institute based in Norfolk. 

Scientists such as Jones 
welcome the new legislation that 
could pave the way for a host of 
technologically enhanced products 
from vitamin D-enriched tomatoes 
to anti-carcinogenic wheat. But 
experts also question whether 
the technology will really deliver 
the boost to food security and 
environmental benefits promised 
by the government. 

One point of contention is 
the distinction between gene- 
edited products, which will 
be permitted, and genetically 
modified organisms, which will 


still be subject to strict legislation. 
Newer gene-editing techniques 
- termed “precision breeding” in 
the bill - involve precise changes to 
single letters of the genetic code. 
Such changes can be achieved far 
less efficiently through years of 
cross-breeding. 

But the legislation will not 
immediately open the way for first 


generation genetic modification 
(GM) techniques, which involve 
taking an entire gene from one 
plant and inserting it into another. 
This concept was behind the 
unfounded term “Frankenfood”, 
but has also delivered some 
impressive results, such as a blight- 
resistant potato, known as Piper 
Plus, developed by Jones’ team. 


Legislation 
could pave 
the way for 
enhanced 
products, 
including 
tomatoes 
enriched with 
vitamin D 
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The potato is identical to the 
Maris Piper, aside from three genes 
that make it resistant to late blight, 
which costs UK farmers tens of 
millions of pounds annually and 
requires farmers to spray fields 
more than a dozen times each year. 
“?’'m a bit uncomfortable with 
the way this has been presented to 
the public,” said Jones. “It comes 
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anywhere in Scotland but must 
follow the Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code], and plan how to manage 
their dog: how they cope with 
distractions like livestock or other 
dogs, or rapid weather changes.” 

He advises keeping a dog on 
the lead for most of the climb, 
and certainly for all exposed 
areas. “I’d be cautious of taking 
any brachycephalic [flat-faced] 
dogs up the hills, particularly in 
warmer weather,” he adds. “Ialso 
find short-haired dogs particularly 
susceptible to cold. Otherwise, I’ve 
found most dogs manage fine, with 
cockers, collies and other working 
breeds taking exceedingly well to 
the environment.” 

Anne Butler, the vice-president 
of the Munro Society, says it is 
“getting competitive”. But she has 
some concerns. “People assume 
dogs are natural athletes, but they 
are not born with experience of the 
hills”? A dog may not know how to 


navigate a bog ora boulder field, or 
could be frightened by something 
unexpected. While the “current 
obsession seems to be with Munro 
bagging”, she says many people 
are climbing other mountain lists 
with their dogs - such as Corbetts 
(2,500ft to 3,000ft) and Grahams 
(2,000ft to 2,500ft, with at least 
150 metres of descent on all sides) - 
which can be more of a challenge. 
Butler’s five-year-old border 
collie, Ralph, has climbed the 
Donalds (hills in Lowland Scotland 
over 2,000ft) and with only seven 
of the 219 Grahams left is likely to 
be the first dog to finish them all. 
“Doing Corbetts and Grahams 
with dogs is special because there’s 
hardly any people and you see 
the dog connecting with their 
environment without distraction,” 
she says. “I enjoy watching the hills 
through my dog’s eyes: they’re so 
intent on the sounds and smells 
and so immersed in the moment.” 


100cB 


£12 


across as saying ‘Don’t worry about 
this nasty GM because we can do 
what we want with this lovely gene- 
editing method’. It leaves intact 

the false impression that there’s 
anything wrong with GM.” 

Jones said the bill could bea 
reasonable “tactical compromise” 
thatwould pave the way fora 
further relaxation of GM rules. “At 
least ’m hoping that’s what the 
government is thinking,” he added. 

The distinction has also annoyed 
some environmentalists. “Gene 
editing is just a subset of GM,” said 
Kierra Box, of Friends of the Earth. 
The charity, she said, maintained 
a “fundamental opposition” to 
genetic modification because it was 
not convinced the technology was 
environmentally friendly. 

However, no one is anticipating 
activists tearing up fields of gene- 
edited wheat. Greenpeace, once 
opposed, does not offer a view 
on the bill. “It’s not one we’ve 
commented on, we haven’t done 
much work in the area recently,” a 
spokesperson replied in an email. 

Another concern is that the 
legislation will apply only to 
England - the Scottish and Welsh 
governments, which have devolved 
control of such regulations, are 
opposed to changing the rules. 
Under current proposals, gene- 


edited products could only be 
developed by scientists and 
farmers in England, but could be 
sold throughout the UK, which 
could exacerbate political tensions 
and public opposition. 

Complicated supply chains 
means this also poses a “bit ofa 
nightmare” logistically, according 
to Jones. For instance, many of the 
UK’s seed potatoes, which supply 
potato farms, are grown in Scotland 
because its colder climate makes 
them less susceptible to a pathogen 
called potato virus Y. Jones said his 
team was looking at whether gene 
editing could also make potatoes 
resistant to this virus. “We might 
have to GM our way out of it;” he 
said. 

There is also a lingering question 
of where public opinion really lies. 

Prof Cathie Martin, of the John 
Innes Centre in Norwich, said 


‘Most people now 
have what I call the 
Catherine Tate view: 


“Am I bovvered?”’ 


Prof Jonathan Jones 
Sainsbury Laboratory 


the anti-GM movement was, at 
heart, motivated by concerns 
about globalisation. “It was the 
way Monsanto tried to introduce 
GM crops into Europe without 
consultation and without proper 
understanding of European 
agriculture systems,” she said. 
“Since then we’ve had 9/11, major 
wars, the threat of climate change 
has come into focus. People view 
risks in different ways.” 

Dr Pete Mills, at the Nuffield 
Council on Bioethics, which is 
leading a consultation on attitudes 
towards genetically modified 
products, said recent research 
suggested that “people don’t care 
very much about the technology”. 

“What they care about is animal 
welfare, what the purpose is, who 
the benefits accrue to,” he said. 
Scientists such as Jones and Martin 
have pioneered GM technology to 
create crops that they argue could 
have substantial environmental 
and nutritional benefits. But there 
are less wholesome counter- 
examples, such as gene-edited 
“double muscled” pigs - meatier, 
but with other health problems. 

“The legislation doesn’t 
really have any thought about 
the purposes for which these 
technologies are going to be used,” 
said Mills. “That’s problematic.” 
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Theatre review 
Moffat's rollicking 


comedy of 


absurd manners 


The Unfriend 
Minerva theatre, Chichester 
KKKKNK 


Ryan Gilbey 


nawest London 
street live Peter 
(Reece Shearsmith) 
and Debbie (Amanda 
Abbington), a 
timorous couple who 
are “dying of manners”. They can’t 
communicate with their teenage 
children Alex (Gabriel Howell) 
and Rosie (Maddie Holliday), can’t 
stand their droning neighbour 
(Michael Simkins) and can’t believe 
they are hosting a houseguest 
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- or, as Alex describes her, an 
“unscheduled obstacle”. 

This is Elsa (Frances Barber), 
a brash American who was 
amusing company when they 
met on acruise, but whose arrival 
prompts Peter to yearn for a real- 
world equivalent of Facebook’s 
“unfriend” button. Hence the title 
of this debut play from that TV 
Midas, Steven Moffat, directed by 
his Sherlock/Dracula cohort Mark 
Gatiss, and worthy (high praise, 


this) ofa place in Shearsmith 
and Steve Pemberton’s macabre 
comedy series Inside No 9. For Elsa 
isn’t just a burden. She may also be 
amurderer, ifthe internet rumours 
are to be believed. Still, that’s no 
reason to kick her out, is it? 

Barely maintained boundaries 
are everywhere in Moffat’s 
script. The unresolved matter of 
a crumbling garden wall looms 
over the family’s interactions 
with their neighbour. Peter wor’t 
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allow Alex to break wind in the 
living room, banishing him to 

“less public” areas of the house, 
while Debbie reprimands Rosie for 
eavesdropping. Into this knife-edge 
existence sweeps Elsa, a tornado in 
a Gucci scarf, who smashes through 
all the politeness. 

Despite her dubious political 
leanings, Elsa is not exactly a 
Trump surrogate. Moffat is more 
concermed with the idea of what 
seemingly moral people will 
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countenance in exchange for short- 
term gain. The decline of standards 
occurs incrementally; before you 
know it, accommodating a killer 
(if that is indeed what Elsa is) 
doesn’t seem all that bad. “Give it 
a year and we'll be voting for her,” 
predicts Peter. 

Gatiss’s brisk directing doesn’t 
permit lags or reflection and 
the rollicking pace plays to the 
strengths of cast and text alike. 
Simkins gives a bravely unshowy 
performance calling on reserves 
of skill. Barber breathes new life 
into a dynamic - devil-may-care 
American tutoring prim Britons - 
which feels vaguely played-out. 

This is Shearsmith’s evening, 
though, his paroxysms of 
awkwardness becoming ever more 
finely calibrated as the hysteria 
escalates and the show’s farcical 
high-point is an agonisingly 
protracted solo number of 
exquisite embarrassment. It’s a pity 
Abbington isn’t given a larger share 
of the physical comedy, remaining 
mostly a bystander. 

All this chaos is contained, 
just about, within Robert Jones’s 
higgledy-piggledy set. The bottom 
halfis a cross-section of kitchen 
and living room, whereas the upper 
level seems to twist slightly, giving 
the impression of a hat worn askew. 
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Emma Brockes 
New York diary 


Li 


Queen's absences have 


made the heart of this 


Monday 

Abad start to the week, with 
the introduction of the term 
“monkeypox” into the lexicon, 
and things get steadily worse 
from there. Thank heavens, then, 
for the Queen at the Chelsea 
flower show, cheerful in pink, 
aboard her open-sided Queen- 
mobile, smiling as broadly and 
blamelessly as her avatar in 
Peppa Pig. I say this with no 
sarcasm whatsoever: God bless 
you, ma’am. 

It’s not a line that sits well 
with my general feelings about 
the royals, but the Queen, by 
rationing her public displays of 
good humour, has ensured that 
their appearance can still lift 
the spirits. At 96, after a spate of 
recent absences, there is pathos 
merely in the monarch keeping 
an engagement. We are nearing 
the end of an era and you don’t 
have to bea royalist to feel moved 
by its passing. 

There is something else at 
work, too, when one considers 
the Queen on a good day, a 
dynamic that may descend 
on Prince Charles after his 
coronation (but I doubt it). Years 
ago, I stood in the crowd outside 
Windsor Castle on the occasion 
of the Queen’s 80th birthday. I 
went with all my sour republican 
instincts, prepared to cover the 
event and poke fun at the royals. 
But it was a beautiful spring day. 
People had risen before dawn to 
travel from all over the country 
to be there. Some of them had 
brought their labradors (OK, not 
all the sneering was in check). 

After a couple of hours, 


republican grow fonder 


out came the Queen, a vision 
in daffodil yellow. I can’t lie, it 
was thrilling. There she was! 
The Queen of England! “Hello!” 
she said, and “Thank you!” and 
“Whoops!” handing flowers to an 
aide. We were all so thoroughly 
transported, a reporter from the 
Press Association who moments 
earlier I’'d been having a good bitch 
with, blurted out, “Happy birthday, 
ma’am!” and looked instantly 
mottified. “My God,” she said. “I 
don’t know what came over me.” 
Call it the magic of royalty, 
our endless serfdom, or just an 
expression of communal good 
cheer, but as the Queen motored 
about on Monday admiring the 
jubilee flower displays, it was hard 
not to smile and enjoy the same 
vibe. 


Tuesday 

A queen of a different kind, 
Margaret Atwood, aiming a 
flamethrower at a fireproof copy 
of The Handmaid’s Tale, is the 
kind of publicity stunt we can all 
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get behind. The indestructible 
copy of the novel will go on sale 

at Sotheby’s, with proceeds going 
to PEN America. It took two 
months to make and can withstand 
temperatures of 660C (1,220F). The 
opening bid at Sotheby’s will be 
$35,000 (about £28,000). 

Atwood, of course, is famously 
game when it comes to PR stunts. 
She dresses up in costume for 
shoots, and appears in cameo in 
TV adaptations of her books. The 
blowtorch, which the 82-year- 
old author wielded with the 
equanimity of one who could 
probably rustle up a quick militia, 
was designed to throw light on the 
current appetite for book banning 
in schools in the US. According to 
PEN, of the more than 1,000 books 
currently banned by individual US 
schools, 22% address racism, while 
33% have LGBTQ+ themes. With 
the supreme court poised to shelve 
Roe v Wade, some version of Gilead 
awaits. 

It served no lofty political 
purpose, but I still maintain 


‘Never was 
so much 
owed to so 
many, by so 
few. Hang 
on, that’s 
not right 


that not even the flamethrower 
can unseat the memory of the 
LongPen, Atwood’s invention of 
2004, a device for remote book 
signing. It remains an unrivalled 
piece of authorial eccentricity, 
which, if you want to lean into 
the mythology of Atwood’s 
clairvoyance, anticipated our 
remote lives on Zoom. 


Wednesday 

Boris Johnson, coated in some 
kind of retardant spray, remains 
apparently fireproof after the 
publication of Sue Gray’s report 
into Partygate. Perhaps it’s a simple 
question of physics; fire can’t burn 
in avacuum. Anyway, enough 
words have been spent on that 
moral black hole this week. Let’s 
turn to another individual - Rudy 
Giuliani - who with resistance 
equal to Johnson’s, refuses to 
slink away and never come back. 
After triggering a panel walkout 
last month, when his participation 
was revealed on the Fox reality 
show the Masked Singer, Giuliani 
popped up in New York this week 
to engage in one of his customary 
encounters with the public. 

“You are a jackass,” he yelled ata 
woman who had just heckled him 
during a Celebrate Israel parade. 
The former mayor of New York 
and Trump ally, who is accused 
of undermining the 2020 election 
result, walked on several paces, 
before the spirit of Oscar Wilde 
moved him to turn back. “You 
are a brainwashed asshole,” he 
continued, rising to the peak of his 
wit, adding: “You are probably as 
demented as Biden.” 

Eloquence spent, he staggered 


vs) 


up Fifth Avenue, gnashers first, 
with all the sentience of metal 
being drawn forth by a magnet. 


Thursday 
Another end of an era: on US 
daytime TV on Thursday Ellen 
DeGeneres celebrated the last day 
of her talkshow after 19 seasons 
and almost 20 years. It had been 
a wild ride. Sacked from her 
sitcom for being gay, targeted by 
conservative groups to be dropped 
from her endorsements; positioned 
for years as the only visible lesbian 
on daytime - or anytime - TV; and 
finally, exposed at the end of her 
tenure for possibly not being a 
straightforwardly lovely woman. 
The list of people on television who 
are not straightforwardly lovely 
is as long as the list of those on 
television itself, and if DeGeneres 
contributed to a toxic workplace, 
one suspects she also copped 
worse criticism for it than others. 
“Twenty years ago,” she told 
viewers before signing off for 
the last time, “no one thought 
this would work. Not because it 
was a different kind of show, but 
because I was different. When we 
started this, I couldn’t say ‘gay’ 
on the show. I couldn’t say ‘we’, 
because that implied that I was 
with someone. I sure couldn’t say 
‘wife’, because it wasn’t legal for 
gay people to get married. Now! 
say ‘wife’ all the time.” Her bogus 
mantra “be kind” might have died 
a death, but the lesson of her career 
- be visible - still holds. 


Friday 

Good cheer to see out the week: 
“Manchester United are rubbish,” 
ran the wording on the BBC’s 
breaking news ticker feed, where 
dummy copy had been erroneously 
thrown up. The Guardian, of 
course, is the field leader in this 
sort of error and those of us with 
decades of service were put in 
mind of the greatest correction of 
all time. I republish it here, for your 
delight. “A caption in Guardian 
Weekend, page 102, November 

13, read, ‘Binch of crappy travel 
mags’. That should, of course, 
have been ‘bunch’. But more to 
the point, it should not have been 
there at all. It was adummy which 
we failed to replace with the real 
caption. It was not meant to bea 
comment on perfectly good travel 
brochures. Apologies.” 


TV review 


Bigger, better 


-and more 


nightmarish 


than before 


Stranger Things 4 
Netflix 
took bo 


Jack Seale 


he press release 

accompanying volume 

four of Stranger Things 

boasts recklessly: 

“Five hours longer 

than any previous 
season!” The show is one of 
Netflix’s biggest hits, but it returns 
at atime when the streaming 
platform’s business model - hurl 
cash at mega-shows to hook 
subscribers while deferring making 
any profit - is starting to creak. 

It feels rather provocative to 
trumpet that a knockabout sci-fi 
caper already in danger of treading 
water in its second and third 
seasons has been “supersized”. 

Yet the gamble pays off. Simple 


scenes have scores of impeccably 
retro-shod extras and just the right 
vintage cars or Formica fittings. 
There are more characters and 
more locations (Nevada, California, 
Alaska, Russia) as the ensemble 
splits and scatters. 

More importantly, Stranger 
Things now has a supersized 
dramatic purpose. What was 
once a spooky but cute thriller 
has taken on elements of full- 
blown Nightmare on Elm Street 
horror. Limbs snap. Eyes are 
gouged. Unlike the old monsters, 
previously largely unseen, this 
year’s impressively realised fiend 
-ahideous humanoid - is in full 
horrific effect from the get-go. 

The coming of age of Stranger 
Things includes a reflection on how 
Hawkins is a community damaged 


by tragedy - several people died 
ina battle between rogue Russian 
agents, a creature called the “Mind 
Flayer” and a gang of children. But 
returning after a pandemic-induced 
delay, the contemporary resonance 
is unmistakable. The show 

follows through on this, matching 
the distressing visuals witha 


A Millie Bobby Brown as Elevenin 
the new season of Stranger Things 


psychological depth previously 
absent. The supernatural being 
preys on the kids’ worst memories, 
turning the main story into one 
about childhoods torn up by 
trauma. Episode four, perhaps 
the show’s best single instalment 
ever, makes heartwrenching use 
of fun moments from episodes 
past, illustrating what would be 
lost ifany of these goofy kids were 
overcome by their demons. 

Some familiar characters 
are casualties of the sprawling 
narrative. But with oddball Dustin 
(Gaten Matarazzo) still hacking 
computers, and forming half of the 
best odd-couple comedy duo on 
telly with Steve (Joe Keery), plenty 
of the old magic persists. Stranger 
Things is bigger, older, somewhat 
sadder - and as lovable as ever. 
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Manchester 
City fans 
celebrate their 
club taking the 
2022 Premier 
League title 
at the Etihad 
Stadium after 
beating Aston 
Villa at home 
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EKyewitnessed 


Jockeys in 
traditional 
costumes take 
partinarace 
in Misrata, 
Libya. Regular 
race meetings, 
including 
bloodstock 
auctions, have 
been little 
affected by 
the country’s 
political unrest 
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The 80-year- 
old funk master 
George Clinton 
(third from left) 
and Parliament- 
Funkadelic 
perform at 
the O02 Forum 
Kentish Town in 
London 
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A Sheng Yi, an 
11-month-old 
giant panda 
cub, plays at the 
National Zoo in 
Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia 
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< Sharon Stone 
on the red carpet 
at the Cannes 
film festival for 
Elvis, which 
reportedly won 
a12-minute 
standing 
ovation 
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A Bondi Beach 
local Jim Finn, 
holding his 
eight-month- 
old daughter 
Allegra, casts 
his ballot in 
Australia’s 
national 
election 


LOREN ELLIOTT/ 
REUTERS 


< Crystal blue 
water collects 
in arock pool 
known as the 
Blowhole in 

El Bufadero, 
Spain. As waves 
rush into the 
rock’s cavities, 
the pressure 
sprays water 
high into the air 
MICHAEL KUTSCHER 


PLEASE DON’T LET THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN BE FORGOTTEN 


REBECCA FERGUSON, 
MSF NURSE, EMERGENCY 
ROOM, HERAT 


“We are treating a lot of patients and at times we've 


been close to being overwhelmed. In the intensive care 


unit, we’ve had up to three children in each bed. That’s 
50 extremely sick children in a space intended for 20. 


We've seen a lot of malnourished children, but the 
biggest problem we're facing at the moment is measles. 
This year the whole of Afghanistan, not just our project 
in Herat, has seen a huge increase in cases. We're 
currently seeing more than 200 cases a week, mostly 
children under five years old - 60 per cent of whom 
need to be admitted and need extra care. 


Measles is easily preventable by vaccination, but the 
crisis in Afghanistan means that there aren't enough 


vaccines here. Not enough children are being vaccinated. 


One little girl was brought to us who was about three 
months old. She was tiny, had a red, blotchy rash 
spreading down her body and was struggling to breathe. 


YES, | would like to support MSF’s Afghan Crisis Appeal 
IWOULDLIKETOMAKEADONATIONOF£{| = =——i(ststi‘—~—~@Y 


Please make your cheque/charity voucher payable to Médecins Sans Frontiéres UK is 


OR CJ Please charge my VISA/Mastercard/Amex/CAF card: 


camden 
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MSF doctor Solveig Kobe with Nyayesh, eight months old. Nyayesh was severely malnourished and had pneumonia when she was 
admitted to the instensive care unit of the MSF-supported paeditric department of Herat Regional Hospital. Photograph © MSF 


We rushed her to the resuscitation table, but her 
breathing got worse. She had measles and pneumonia 
and she was exhausted. We had all seen this before, 


when a child’s body runs out of energy, runs out of fight. 


In intensive care we see such sick, sick kids. And there 
are some days when you just think: “Everyone is so sick, 
how is this going to get better?’ 


But we weren't ready to give up on her. As a team, we 
worked to treat her and keep her alive. Her mother was 


with us the whole time, talking to her baby, stroking her 


hair. We worked for so long and tried so many things 
and eventually her breathing began to improve, and she 
slowly came back to us. 


Ever since then, we've been busy. We’ve opened a new 
60-bed unit for measles patients and we're hopeful that 
we'll be able to save even more lives. 


Much of the world’s attention is focused on Ukraine 

at the moment. But even with so many terrible 

things happening in the world, I hope the people of 
Afghanistan will not be forgotten. The situation here is 
very hard and people still desperately need our help? 


WHAT IS MSF DOING IN 
AFGHANISTAN? 


Right now, our teams in five locations across 
the country are providing lifesaving medical 
care, including treating malnourished children, 
providing emergency surgery and helping 
women give birth safely. 


£40 

£146 
£261 
£760 


could provide lifesaving measles vaccinations 
for 160 children 


could pay for equipment and medicines to perform 
surgery on one patient in need of emergency care 


could pay for a month of lifesaving therapeutic 
food to treat 14 severely malnourished children 


could cover the cost of a doctor working in a field 
hospital for two weeks 


THANK YOU 


100% of the funding for our work 

in Afghanistan comes from private 
donors. It’s your support that enables 
us to continue providing medical care. 


DONATE NOW [Grate 


CALL 0800 055 79 84 FA Baar 


Or search ‘MSF REBECCA’ 
to make an online donation 


- 


The Afghan Crisis Appeal will fund MSF’s work in 
Afghanistan as well as supporting our work in 
neighbouring countries. 


PLEASE DONATE TODAY TO 
HELP THE AFGHAN PEOPLE 


ARE YOU A UK TAXPAYER? 


If so, you can make your gift worth 25% 
more at no extra cost. Please tick the box below. 


gift nid U- 


| wish Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF) to treat all gifts in the last 4 years, this gift 
and all future gifts as Gift Aid donations. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if 
| pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed 
on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 


pate QO/OO/OOOO 


NB: Please let us know if your name, address or tax status changes, or if you would like to cancel 


Today’s dateL_ | ] /LL] / LT] 


mie[ | rerun [Sd 
Se 
saen [ 
[id enone | 
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Please fill in this form, place in an envelope and return postage free to: 

FREEPOST RUBA-GYZY-YXST, Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), Bumpers Way, 
Bumpers Farm, Chippenham, SN14 6NG. Alternatively you can phone 0800 055 79 84 

(open 8am —- 10pm 7 days a week) or make your donation online at: msf.org.uk/afghan-crisis 


Signature 


this declaration, so that we can update our records. 


RESPECTING YOU AND YOUR PERSONAL DATA 

Your support is vital to our work and we would like to keep you informed with first-hand accounts 
from our staff and patients about the lifesaving impact your support is having, from combatting 
epidemics to providing emergency surgery. 

We won’t allow other organisations to have access to your personal data for marketing purposes 
and we won’t bombard you with appeals. 

By supporting MSF, you will receive our quarterly magazine Dispatches, event invitations and 
occasional emergency appeals with requests for donations by post. You can change how you 
hear from MSF UK by emailing uk.fundraising@london.msf.org or calling 020 7404 6600. 

Visit our privacy notice for more: msf.org.uk/privacy. 


101347 


HEAR FROM MSF BY EMAIL. Sign up to our monthly email, Frontline, which 
provides first-hand accounts of our work. You will receive Frontline, occasional 
emergency appeals, requests for donations and event invitations. 


Charity Registration Number 1026588 
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The party's over 
Lizards under threat 
from snakes in Ibiza 
Page 41 


Environment 


Mark Tovey 


Elephants’ skin, feet, ears and tails 
will continue to be traded in the UK 
even after next month’s ivory ban 
comes into force, ithas been revealed. 

The government has been praised 
for its Ivory Act of 2018, which 
comes into force on 6 June, making 
the purchase and sale of elephant 
tusks punishable by fines of up to 
£250,000 or a prison term of up to 
five years. However, a loophole will 
allow trade in other elephant body 
parts to continue. 

According to official data, the UK 
hasimported 325 non-ivory elephant 
parts over the past 10 years - includ- 
ing 173 skins, 84 feet, 47 ears and 21 
tails. Over three-quarters of these 
imports were hunting trophies, 
with Botswana, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe being the most common 
countries of origin. 

Dr Mark Jones, head of policy at the 
Born Free Foundation, said: “Born 
Free has long campaigned for an end 
to the ivory trade that has devastated 
elephant populations across Africa 
over the decades, and we welcome 
the fact that the UK’s Ivory Act will 
finally come into force on 6 June. 

“However, elephant body parts 


Britain's tough ivory 
ban leaves loophole 
for trade in other 

elephant body parts 


continue to be sought after for a 
variety of purposes, particularly by 
trophy hunters, whose cruel activ- 
ities cause so much suffering and 
disruption.” 

Under international treaties, trade 
in the body parts of Asian elephants 
and some populations of African 
elephants has been prohibited since 
1975. However, the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species (Cites) allows some excep- 
tions. For example, less “at-risk” 
elephants from Botswana, Namibia, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe are all fair 
game for body-part traders solong as 
a licence is obtained. 

Botswana auctioned off 70 ele- 
phants to be shot in 2021, while 
South Africa added 150 elephants to 
its “hunting quota” in 2022. 

The change in the lawnext month 
will make buying or selling ivory a 
criminal offence, with only qualifying 
antique items exempted. The legis- 
lation, however, makes no mention 
of other elephant body parts, mean- 
ing they can continue to be bought 
and soldin the UK under the oldlegal 
framework. 

It is feared that the legislation 
could create a puzzling two-tier sys- 
tem, with law enforcement applying 
different sets of rules to different 
body parts from the same animal. 


Lain 


Elephants’ feet are sometimes 
used to create stools, with the 
president of Botswana, Mokgweetsi 
Masisi, creating a stir in 2019 when 
he gave such stools to visiting dig- 
nitaries as presents. Elephant skin 
is said to be a remedy for eczema 
by practitioners of traditional Chi- 
nese and south-east Asian medicine, 
who grind it up and mixit with oils to 


‘Body parts continue 
to be sought after, 


particularly by 
trophy hunters’ 


Mark Jones 
Born Free Foundation 


create a paste. Even elephant penises 
and trunks are sought after by rem- 
edy brewers, although official trade 
data show neither of these body parts 
have been imported to the UK for at 
least the past decade. 

Conservation groups have also 
criticised the Ivory Act for failing 
to clamp down on trophy hunters, 
who will be unencumbered by the 
law change as long as they declare 
their ivory import is purely for per- 
sonal purposes and not commercial. 

The government pledged to ban 
big-game hunters bringing parts of 
endangered animals into the country 
in late 2021, although the law has still 
not been brought before parliament, 
with Conservative MPs telling the 
Guardian last month that its progress 
had been scuppered by a “handful of 
very wealthy peers”. 


A More than 300 non-ivory elephant 
body parts, such as ears and feet, 
have been brought to the UK in the 
past 10 years pHoTOGRAPH: KATHY KARN 


Agovernment spokesperson said: 
“Alongside our tough ban on theivory 
trade, we are committed to ban- 
ning the import of hunting trophies 
from iconic species like elephants 
- leading the way in strengthen- 
ing and supporting their long-term 
conservation.” 

Jones of the Born Free Foun- 
dation said: “We implore the UK 
government to make good on its 
commitment to ban the import of 
hunting trophies from elephants 
and other threatened species with- 
out further delay and to bring anend 
to the import of, and trade in, other 
elephant specimens.” 


Helena Horton 
Environment reporter 


Gardeners are fighting back against 
the toxic chemicals used by the fash- 
ion industry - by using plants to dye 
their clothes. 

The horticulturist Lottie Delamain 
created a garden for Fashion Revolu- 
tionat this year’s Chelsea flower show 
with plants that can be used tomake 
fabrics and dyes. 

The fashion industry is responsi- 
ble for up toa fifth ofindustrial water 


this comes from the chemicals used 
to dye clothes. Many dyes used in 
clothes are carcinogenic, and can 
make river water toxic to aquaticlife. 

Plants were traditionally used to 
dye clothes before the advent of syn- 
theticchemicals and are stillin use in 
many parts of the world. 


pollution in the world, and much of 


To dye for: how fashion using 
plant colours became a trend 


“We were inspired by atripIdidin 
Vietnam where Isaw women growing 
plants to dye and make their clothes 
right next to their veggies,” Delamain 
said. “More and more we are using 
petrochemicals to make our clothes, 
whichis suchashame. So this is about 
reminding people that clothes have 
historically come from plants, and 
trying to make them feel that con- 
nection again.” 

When Delamain took on her gar- 
den challenge, she did not realise she 
would become a convert, dying her 
own clothes with plants. 

“It’s a great way to make your 
clothes last longer,” she said. “Ihavea 
shirt that I’m going to wear next week 
that Ibought ata charity shop. I didn’t 
like the colour so I dyed it with plants 
in the garden to give it new life.” 

The process is surprisingly easy. 
“You literally get some leaves, chuck 
them ina pot, put the T-shirt in, and 


off you go. Some plants are perma- 
nent by themselves but for others you 
add amordant, which fixes the dyeto 
the clothes.” 

Urging others to try dying their 
own items, she said: “It’s really fun 
and...abit more interesting than just 
buying something from Zara.” 

This movementis part ofa growing 
trend. “We’ve made the connection 


with food and where our food comes 
from. And I think the next thing that 
people are beginning to question is 
what’s in their clothes and whereit’s 
coming from,” Delamain said. 

“During the last year ... I have 
come across a massive group of 
craftspeople, dyers and people who 
are experimenting with plants.” 

The method is also a good way of 


——— ae 
Howto doit yourself 


@ Brown onion skins can turn 
clothes yellow. 

@ Weld creates a beautiful, strong 
yellow dye. 

@ Willow branches can dye 
clothes pink. 

@ Tulips produce a bright green. 
@ Hollyhocks turn fabric brown. 
@ Roses and lavender produce a 
pink hue. 

@ Hibiscus creates a purple. 


<4 Roses are among the plants that 
can produce natural dyes 
PHOTOGRAPH: KATHY DEWITT/ALAMY 


extending the life ofgarden plants, as 
they do not need to be used at their 
prime. When removing heads to pro- 
mote new growth, these cuttings can 
be used in the dye pot. 

“It’s easier to dispose of clothes 
made from natural fabrics and dyes,” 
Delamain added, “so you know what 
you are wearing came from the earth - 
and it’s going back to the earth.” 


The Guardian Saturday 28 May 2022 


Environment 


Naked ambition 


The Stockholm 


Summit that 


changed the world 


Geoffrey Lean 


t all began with Hoégertrafik- 

omldggningen, Swedish 

for “the righthand traffic 

reorganisation”. On 

3 September 1967 Sweden 

switched from driving on 
the lefthand side of the road to the 
right. The change mainly took place 
at night, but in Stockholm and 
Malm6 all traffic stopped for most 
of the weekend while intersections 
were reconfigured. 

So sweet was the resulting city 
air that environmental enthusiasm 
went, literally, sky high. And that 
was to change the world. 

Three months later, raising the 
issue of air and other pollution, 
Sweden asked the United Nations 
to hold the first-ever international 
environmental conference, 
initiating a process that led to 
a groundbreaking gathering 
in its capital 50 years ago, the 
anniversary of which will be 
marked next week. 

The world had embarked on 
the long slow struggle to find 
global solutions to these newly 
understood global problems. 
Twenty years later the Rio 
conference would follow. Yet 
critical mistakes were made. 
Progress, as we know, has been 
glacial. Now, looking back at the 
first steps on that journey, it’s hard 
not to see that, although there were 
so many issues the conference got 
right, there were also some crucial 
things it got wrong. 

The Stockholm conference gave 
green issues international import. 
And it began the transformation 
of what had hitherto been seen as 
amad fringe interest into a global 
priority, in words, if not deeds. 

Back in the 60s, environmental 
issues seemed local, not global. 

In Britain, for example, the last of 
the great London smogs killed 750 
people in 1962, while tragedy struck 
in 1966 with the Aberfan mine tip 
disaster. The Japanese wore masks 
against air pollution. There was 
drought in the Sahel. Andin 1969 

a passing train ignited oil in Ohio’s 
Cuyahoga river, setting it ablaze. 

The decade also witnessed 
early stirrings of revolt. The World 
Wildlife Fund launched in 1961 with 
a special issue of the Daily Mirror 
carrying the front page headline 
“Doomed”. Rachel Carson’s book 
Silent Spring savaged pesticides 
the next year. And in 1969 an 
undergraduate Prince Charles 


first entered the fray, lobbying the 
prime minister, Harold Wilson, 
about Atlantic salmon at an event at 
the Finnish embassy. 

But it was isolated stuff, 
denounced and dismissed by 
the powerful. Carson, said the 
US chemicalindustry, wanted to 
return to “the dark ages” where 
“insects and vermin would 
once again inherit the Earth”. 
Anda former US agriculture 
secretary opined that - since she 
was unmarried despite being 
“attractive” - she was “probably a 
communist”. 

The plan for an international 
conference initially had so little 
support that it was dismissively 
dubbed “the Swedish matter” 
at the UN. It took two years of 
lobbying - against UK and French 
opposition - before its general 
assembly backed the proposal. As 
it happened, this - the date was 
January 1970 - was when I was 
told by a far-sighted editor at the 
Yorkshire Post that we needed to 
be covering this stuff, and my long 
stint on the environment beat - the 
longest in the world as far as Iam 
aware - began. 

The issue was taking off. The 
number of Americans concerned 
about air and water pollution 
doubled from 1965 to 1970, to 
70%. That April, 20 million people 
demonstrated on the first Earth 
Day, leaving much litter behind 
them, to their opponents’ delight. 

The environment chief for 
the US president Richard Nixon 
described Washington’s mood as 
“hysteria”, and Nixon devoted 
a quarter of 1970’s State of the 
Union speech to the issue. Over 
the next three years, he brought in 
14 pieces of legislation laying the 
foundations of environmental US 
policy and institutions. In Britain, 
in 1970, Ted Heath established one 
of the world’s first environment 
ministries (originally he wanted 
to call it the department for life - 
until he realised that would make 
his pushy minister, Peter Walker, 
“secretary of state for life”). 

Leaders in the developing 
world started to worry, fearing 
that rich countries would use 
environmental concern to deny 
them development; and their 
worries were not assuaged by the 
publication of two best-selling 
books: the Club of Rome’s Limits 
to Growth (the title says it), and 
A Blueprint for Survival by 30 top 
UK scientists, which called for 
deindustrialisation and extolled 
tribal societies. Alarmed, some 
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considered boycotting Stockholm. 
Brazil called it “a rich man’s show”. 
India and Nigeria also publicly 
expressed concern. 

The books had another effect, 
erroneously concentrating 
attention on finite “non-renewable 
resources”, such as minerals and 
fossil fuels, which were projected 
to run out. Limits to Growth had 
a particularly strong impact, 
because - back in those days when 
computers were thought to be 
omniscient - its authors hadruna 
series of models showing supplies 
collapsing as economic growth 
continued, causing “rather sudden 
and uncontrollable decline” in 
industrial capacity. 

Its fans were generally far less 
concerned about “renewable” 
resources such as forests, fisheries 
and soils, as these would, by 
definition, replenish themselves. 


But, in practice, these were already 


being depleted so fast they had 
no chance to recover, and their 
destruction has been at the heart 
of most of the big environmental 
crises of the past half century. 

Meanwhile the shortages of 
minerals never took place at 
anything like the feared scale - and 
we now know that we have more 
oil, gas and coal than we can burn 
without ruining the climate. 

Such was the background 
against which the conference got 
under way. In retrospect, far too 
little attention was paid to climate 
change, which was only beginning 
to arouse concern, despite having 
been identified as a potential crisis 
200 years, and to biodiversity. 

And, though the conference 
produced 109 recommendations, 
there would not be another big 
global summit on the environment 
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A The Swedish PM, Olof Palme, 
greets Indira Gandhi at the summit 


for astaggering 20 years. The 
conference outcome was uncertain 
until the last minute. After a non- 
stop 14-hour session, a declaration 
was finalised together witha 
109-point action plan. Arush of 
international agreements followed 
- on marine pollution, endangered 
species, world heritage, acid 

rain, whaling, and much else, 
culminating in one of the most 
successful treaties of all time, 
saving the Earth’s vital ozone layer. 

But out of this crisis, a concept 
emerged - that of sustainable 
development: equitable 
economic growth that preserved 
the environment for future 
generations. Nurtured by leading 
economists such as Barbara Ward, a 
midwife of the Marshall Plan - and 
boosted by the insistence of India’s 
prime minister, Indira Gandhi, 
that poverty was the worst form of 
pollution - it became an enduring 
legacy of the conference. 

Another was pioneering the 
participation of pressure groups: 
258 attended, from Greenpeace 
to the International Federation 
of Beekeepers. And they madea 
difference, effectively pushing 
through a call to ban whaling. 

But momentum soon slowed. 
The 1973 oil price crisis first seemed 
to reinforce environmentalism, 
stressing the precariousness of 
resources. But attention was 
diverted as an economic crisis, and 
then another price shock, followed. 
The environment got pushed to the 
back of the shelf. 

Now there is another moment. 
Last year’s COP 26 climate summit 
in Glasgow achieved more than was 
expected, with governments giving 
themselves this year in which to 
do more. So far, not much has 
happened, but potential exists, not 
least to cut emissions of methane 
and similar pollutants, a hitherto 
neglected measure that could cut 
the rate of warming in half. 

Also this year another summit 
will be asked to approve a 10-year 
strategy designed to protect nature 
and biodiversity. 

And what of economics, once 
thought to conflict so much with 
environmentalism? Some feel that 
these elements are now in concert, 
that the old models of extractive 
capitalism just do not work, that 
the only way to move forward is to 
embrace a circular economy and to 
go green. 

Just this week a study by the 
consultants Deloitte said that 
reaching net zero carbon emissions 
would benefit the world economy 
by US$43tn (£34tn) over the next 
half century. 

Itis desperately late, it’s long 
past the time to stop driving, 
full tilt, down the wrong side 
of the road. Who’s fora global 
hogertrafikomldggningen? 


‘They cannot coexist’ 


Lizards face snake threat 


after 6m years of isolation 


Sam Jones 
Ibiza 


ar below the Ibiza sun, 
asolitary lizard fidgets 
across the baking rocks 
on the southern tip 
of the island, happily 
oblivious to what 
may lurk ahead. After 6m years of 
isolated evolution, the Ibiza wall 
lizard, whose scaly finery runs from 
cobalt blue to acid green, is facing 
an existential threat summed up in 
the Catalan phrase sargantanes o 
serps: lizards or snakes. 
Over the past 20 years, 
wall lizards have completely 
disappeared from some areas of 
Ibiza and the neighbouring island 
of Formentera because of the rapid 
proliferation of invasive horseshoe 
whipsnakes and ladder snakes. 
“The density of the lizard 
population across the islands used 
to be very high,” says Antonia Maria 
Cirer, an Ibizan biologist who has 
studied the reptiles since the late 
1970s. “It was extraordinary. There 
were so many that if you sat down 
anywhere to eat asandwich ora 
piece of fruit, the crumbs would 
bring the lizards out straight away.” 
That began to change about 20 
years ago. Until then, the islands 
had been snake-free apart from the 
odd interloper that arrived with 
freight. According to scientists, 
conservationists and the Balearic 
government, the fateful moment 
for the lizards came when wealthy 
property owners in Ibiza and 
Formentera developed a taste for 
adorning their gardens with ancient 
olive trees imported from mainland 
Spain and beyond. 
Beautiful as the non-native 
trees are, they have served as 
Trojan horses for the ophidian 
onslaught, their cracks and hollows 
perfect compartments for laying 
eggs and hibernating. The snakes 
have adapted quickly to their 
new environment. Lizards, which 
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A Imported olive trees act as Trojan 
horses, as snakes lay eggs in hollows 
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make up 56% of their diet, are now 
threatened by the newcomers’ 
voracious appetite. 

“If they’ve managed to colonise 
half the island in 20 years, then the 
snakes are likely to spread around 
the rest of the island in less than 20 
more years,” says Cirer. “It would 
be avery quick extinction for the 
lizards. It’s not just that they’re 
eating the lizards; it’s that they’re 
pushing them out of their habitat.” 

Cirer says the lizards are an 
important species whose biological 
value is on a par with that of the 
finches Charles Darwin found on 
the Galapagos islands. Each of the 
dozens of islands and islets that 
make up the Pityusicislands has a 
different population and, on many, 
the lizards’ colouration is unique 
and exclusive to that island. 

“Every link in the evolutionary 
chain is still present,” she says. 
“And we still haven’t had time to 
do agenetic study of how their 
evolution has worked. But we’re 


36% 


Proportion of non-native snakes’ 
diet comprising wall lizards, which 
have disappeared from some areas 


A Horseshoe whipsnakes have spread across Ibiza and Formentera at a rapid 
rate, eating the local wall lizards puotoGRapH: PATRICIA ESCRICHE/THE GUARDIAN 


going to lose some of these links 
before that can be done.” 

Although efforts are under way 
to get rid of the snakes, the scale 
of the challenge is immense. The 
regional government’s wildlife 
teams captured 8,274 ladder snakes 
and horseshoe whipsnakes in Ibiza 
and Formentera between 2016 and 
2021, but there is more work than 
they can handle. 

Dean Gallagher, a British- 
Australian teacher and property 
manager who has lived in Ibiza for 
15 years, is one of those taking up 
the slack. As wellas catching the 
snakes - askill he picked upasa 
child in Australia - he is working to 
educate people about the reptiles. 

“T think the authorities are 
trying as muchas they possibly 
can, but this is a new situation,” 
he says. “They’re still learning; 

I’m still learning; everyone’s still 
learning. But more residents of the 
island need to accept that this is 
the new reality, get over their fear 
of snakes and reptiles and become 
more aware of issues facing the 
ecological balance of the island.” 

Between May and September 
last year, Gallagher recovered 
and euthanised 365 snakes. As 
the weather grows warmer and 
more snakes emerge, he is finding 
himself in ever-greater demand. 

Gallagher says that while “99.5% 
of people are on board” with 
eradicating the snakes, a small 
number think nature should be left 
to take its course. “But the reality is 
we have to make a choice between 
the snakes and the lizards. The 
two cannot peacefully coexist and 
the snakes will decimate the lizard 
population if nothing is done.” 

Gallagher and Cirer would like 
a much stricter approach to live 
imports - including a quarantine 
period to detect snakes arriving in 
trees - but the regional government 
says EU rules on free movement of 
goods make that difficult. 

The environment department 
of the Balearic islands said: “We’re 
talking to environmental lawyers 
to see whether there might be 
a legal way to restrict the entry 
of ornamental plants that are 
susceptible to bringing snakes. 
We’re confident all these efforts will 
help reduce the snake populations 
in the islands, even if the chances 
of eradicating them are slim.” 

Spain’s environment ministry 
says it has been channelling funds 
into tackling invasive snakes in the 
two Balearic islands - and inthe 
Canaries, where the native lizards 
are under threat from the California 
kingsnake. It is also hoping to 
develop more efficient traps. 

Another step towards protecting 
the sargantanes would be to move 
them up the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) 
red list. The IUCN says that while 
the lizards are classified as “near 
threatened”, a review is under 
way that will take into account the 
threat posed by the snakes. 

Cirer welcomes plans to set up 
areserve on the south-west of the 
island, but warns more needs to 
be done, because the loss of these 
vivid little lizards would be felt far 
beyond the Balearics. “The people 
of Ibiza have aresponsibility to 
protect this species, butif it’s lost, 
it’s lost to the whole world,” 


Quiz by Patrick Greenfield 
Climate crisis 


Test your 
knowledge 


1 Which UK pets have 
scientists asked the public 
not to release into rivers? 


A Burmese pythons 
B Goldfish 
C African bullfrogs 


2 Inaspeech this week, 
what did the UN secretary 
general, Antonio Guterres, 
urge graduates todo? 


A Stop eating meat 

B Consider jobs in environmental 
activism 

C Not take up careers with “climate 
wreckers” 


3 How much do UK banks 
and insurers face losing 
due to climate change by 
2050 if countries fail to act? 
A £10bn 


B £1tn 
C £340bn 


4 What did senior safety 
consultant Caroline 
Dennett tell Shellinan 
open video this week? 


A She commended their ambitious 
work on green energy 

B She quit because of their 
“disregard” for climate risks and 
urged others to dothe same 

C She defended Shell CEO Ben van 
Beurden’s £13.5m pay package 


5 What did Egypt say was 
the No1 priority at Cop27 
in Sharm el-Sheikh this 
November? 


A The phase-out of coal 

B Climate finance for developing 
countries 

C Tropical forest protection 
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World 


Nations obliged 
to stop Russian 
‘genocide’, say 
legal experts 


Julian Bor 
ashington 


Russia is guilty of inciting genocide 
and having the intent to commit gen- 
ocide in Ukraine, legally obliging 
other countries to stop it, according 
toanewreport by morethan 30 inter- 
nationally recognised legal scholars 
and experts. 

The report, compiled by two 
thinktanks, the New Lines Institute 
in Washington and the Raoul Wal- 
lenberg Centre for Human Rights 
in Montreal, found that there were 
“reasonable grounds to conclude” 
that Russia is already in breach of 
two articles of the 1948 Genocide 
Convention, by publicly inciting gen- 
ocide and by the forcible transfer of 
Ukrainian children to Russia, which 
the report notes is itself a genocidal 
actunder article I] ofthe convention. 

The report concludes there is “a 
serious risk of genocide in Ukraine, 
triggering the legal obligation of all 
states to prevent genocide” under the 
convention. States will notbe able to 
say they were unaware of the risk, 
it warns, but neither the report nor 
the 1948 convention stipulates what 
actions foreign governments should 
take. The report just notes “a min- 
imum legal obligation on states to 
take reasonable action to contribute 
toward preventing genocide and pro- 
tecting vulnerable Ukrainian civilians 
from the imminentrisk of genocide”. 

Joe Biden labelled Russian atroc- 
ities in Ukraine as genocide in April, 


Tanya Domi 
Contributor to report 


and some other governments have 
followed suit, though the state 
department said it was ultimately 
up toacourt to determine. The chief 
prosecutor of the international crim- 
inal court, Karim Khan, is leading an 
investigation of war crimes and has 
the authority to bring charges of gen- 
ocide if he feels there is evidence of 
intent to “destroy, in whole or in 
part,” the Ukrainian people. 

“[’venever seen anything like this 
report this early during a conflict,” 
said Tanya Domi, one of the expert 
contributors to the report, and an 
adjunct professor at the Columbia 
University School of International 
and Public Affairs. “I think the doc- 
umentation of crimes in Ukraine 
outstrips anything that we’ve seen 
in the recent past.” 

The report finds ample evidence 
of incitement to genocide, noting 
the Kremlin leadership and Rus- 
sian state media commentators 
have consistently denied the exist- 
ence ofa distinct Ukrainian identity, 
“implying that those who self-iden- 
tify as Ukrainian threaten the unity of 


Russia or are Nazis, and are therefore 
deserving of punishment”. 

“Denial of the existence of pro- 
tected groups is a specific indicator 
of genocide under the United Nations 
guide to assessing the risk of mass 
atrocities,” the report said. 

Italsolooked at the language used 
by Russian officials depicting Ukrain- 
ians as somehow subhuman, with 
terms like “zombified,” “bestial” or 
“subordinate”, or as diseased or con- 
taminated, using words like “scum” 
and “filth”. 

“What they’re saying is: if you’re 
Ukrainian you’re a Nazi, and there- 
fore we’re going to kill you,’ Domi 
said. “They are saying this is a Nazi 
regime and that means that they 
are pursuing Ukrainians and the 
Ukrainian state for the purposes of 
elimination and destruction.” 

By issuing blanket denials of the 
atrocities and by rewarding sol- 
diers suspected of mass killings, as 
Putin did with the units that were in 
Bucha at the time of the mass kill- 
ings of civilians there, the Kremlin 
is enabling Russian forces to commit 
more war crimes and conditioning 
the Russian public to condone them, 
the report said. 

The publicincitement at the time 
of the invasion points towards a 
genocidal plan, the experts argue, as 
does the pattern of atrocities commit- 
ted: the mass killings, the shelling of 
shelters and evacuation routes, the 
bombardment of shelters, and the 
indiscriminate shelling of residen- 
tial areas. 

In that category, the report points 
to the sieges of towns like Mariupol, 
the 248 attacks on Ukraine’s health- 
care system documented by the 
World Health Organization, and the 
destruction or seizure of basic neces- 
sities, humanitarian aid and grain. 

A systematic pattern of rape and 
sexual violence is also part of an 
overall picture of atrocities that 
points towards genocidal intent, the 
experts said, as is the forcible trans- 
fer of more than 1 million people 
to Russia. The report cites Ukrain- 
ian officials as pointing to planned 
reforms in Russian legislation to 
accelerate adoption procedures for 
children from the Donbas, while 
abducted Ukrainian children have 
been forced to take Russian classes. 

“Tthink the forced transfers of peo- 
ple is just one of the most egregious 
crimes because that shows intent to 
remove them from their country,” 
Domi said. 

While UN member states agreed in 
1948 they had to have a legal obliga- 
tion under the convention to prevent 
genocide where they saw a serious 
risk of ithappening, it doesnot make 
clear what form that intervention 
should take. Domi said she took the 
obligation to mean: “We have to con- 
tinue to support the Ukrainians and 
stop this war, because nothing else is 
going to stop Putin.” 


¢ Ukrainian police take the body of a 
65-year-old woman out of her home 
in Lysychansk near Sievierodonetsk 


PHOTOGRAPH: FINBARR O’REILLY/ 
NEW YORK TIMES/REDUX/EYEVINE 


‘Cauldron’ tactic helps 


Russians gain ground 


fter several weeks of 

stalemate, Russia’s 

military appears to 

have founda way 

to advance in the 

Donbas - pounding it 
with such intense, unsophisticated 
artillery that Ukraine’s exhausted 
defenders are having to yield. 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy rarely 

gives casualty figures but Ukraine’s 
president admitted last Sunday 
that “50-100 Ukrainian troops die 
on Donbas frontlines each day” - so 
perhaps 3,000 a month in the grisly 
war of attrition. 


The number of wounded will 
typically be three or perhaps four 
times as much, aserious loss fora 
Donbas defence force estimated 
at 30,000 before the war began 
(although the numbers increased 
after Ukraine’s mass mobilisation). 

“Russian forces have secured 
more terrain in the past week than 
efforts earlier in May,” reported the 
Institute for the Study of War on 
Tuesday, in particularly close to the 
frontline town of Sievierodonetsk 
and in villages nearby. 

“The shelling of Sievierodonetsk 
is growing exponentially,” said 
Serhiy Haidai, the governor of 
Ukraine’s Luhansk region, which 
is now 95% controlled by the 
Russians. He estimated 10,000 
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Russian troops and an extra 2,500 
pieces of equipment had been 
committed to the attack. 

The Russian advances are not 
dramatic, but they reflect a new 
strategy. Gone for now are the 
attempts at wider encirclements 
of Ukrainian forces in the Donbas, 
which included the failed river 
crossing in early May. Instead 
units are focused on smaller 
encirclements - or “cauldrons” 
-anda sheer concentration at 
Sievierodonetsk. 

That was confirmed by the 
militia head of the self-styled 
pro-Russian breakaway Donetsk 
People’s Republic, Eduard Basurin, 
who said Russian forces had 
adopted an approach of creating 
smaller encirclements to deprive 
Ukrainian troops of logistics 
and reinforcements, rather than 
pursuing a single large one. 

Russian efforts have also been 
aided by shorter supply lines as 
well as a dense network of railway 
lines in the parts of Luhansk 
occupied by pro-Russian forces 
since 2014. And forces previously 
thrown into the failed attempt to 
take Kyiv continue to arrive. 


Russian president, Vladimir Putin, 
of Gen Aleksandr Dvornikov to lead 
the fight. Infamous as the “Butcher 
of Syria” he also commanded a 
motor rifle division that devastated 
Grozny, Chechnya, in the late 
1990s. Dvornikov has now brought 
the same tactics to Ukraine. 

Nick Reynolds, aland warfare 
expert at the Rusi thinktank, 
said the Russians had engaged in 
“progressive reorientation of their 
operations towards increasingly 
modest objectives” allowing them 
to take villages such as Popasna 
and Rubizhne - although he argued 
“their ground forces are still 
performing badly” as demonstrated 
by the reliance on artillery. 

Others are not so sure. An 
anxious Kyiv continues to plead 
with the west for more powerful 
weapons. The latest demand is for 
M270 long-range multiple rocket 
launchers. Yesterday, after a to and 
fro lasting several weeks, it appears 
the US appears to willing to provide 
some after previously refusing. 

The M270 comes in many 
versions but it can use missiles with 
arange of over 100 miles (165km), 


Ukrainian 
soldiers on the 
frontline in the 
Donbas region 


PHOTOGRAPH: DIEGO 
HERRERA CARCEDO/ 
ANADOLU AGENCY/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


< People in 
Sievierodonetsk, 
in Luhansk 
province, wait 
to be evacuated 
after the city 
came under 
intense artillery 
fire from the 
Russian army 


PHOTOGRAPH: RICK 
MAVE/SOPA IMAGES/ 
REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 


while the British version has a limit 
of 52 miles. Both are well beyond 
anything Ukraine has and would 
bea significant addition to Kyiv’s 
arsenal at atime when the country 
continues to have a pressing 
requirement for western arms. 
When asked what Ukraine 
needed at present, Kira Rudik, 
a Ukrainian MP visiting the UK, 
said: “The first and the foremost 
is weapons always,” arguing that 
her country and the west “should 
not underestimate Russia right 
now” just because Moscow’s forces 
had, until this week at least, made 
limited progress in the Donbas. 
Rudik said she spoke to 
Ukrainian soldiers “on the frontline 
every single day”. But an ongoing 
problem, she acknowledged, was 
that it could take two months 
or more for promised western 
weaponry to arrive in the frontline, 
another reason why Russia may be 
enjoying a tactical advantage. 
Ukraine’s fundamental problem 
is that while it may have fought off 
the attacks on Kyiv and Kharkiv in 
the first phase of the three-month 
war, it has not been able to reverse 
Russia’s territorial gains in the 
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21 February Russia recognises independence 
of self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk 
People's Republics 


Mariupol 


18 April Russian forces mass around Izium. 
Ukrainian troops defend Mariupol’s Azovstal 
steelworks 


Sievierodonetsk 


Mariupol 


26 May Russian efforts focus on an all-out 
assault on the city of Sievierodonetsk 


Source: ISW with AEI’s Critical Threats Project 


south and east. That means it has 
incurred human and economic 
losses far greater than Russia. 
Nearly 13 million people have been 
displaced by the fighting, the UN 
estimates. Its economy is set to 
fall 45% this year, according to 

the World Bank, and the country 
cannot balance its books. Its 
strategic exports of grain - 99% of 
which used to travel by ports now 
blockaded or held by Russia - lie in 
silos where 22m tonnes are at risk 
of rotting. 

Meanwhile, it may have 
taken three months for Russia 
to take the port of Mariupol, 
ruining and depopulating the 
city in the process, but this week 
minesweepers were clearing 
the beaches and the port, which 
Moscow hopes to reopen, creating a 
fresh supply line from Russia to the 
occupied south. 

A threat for Ukraine remains 
western fatigue, ora loss of unity, 
particularly ifthe war drags on 
towards next year. Countries 
traditionally less hostile to Russia 
might follow the suggestion of the 
veteran diplomat Henry Kissinger 
at the Davos summit this week, to 
consider to press Ukraine to agree 
to a partition. 

There are signs that the Russia is 
happy with the current pace. The 
defence minister, Sergei Shoigu, 
said on Tuesday the offensive was 
being slowed “deliberately in order 
to avoid civilian casualties” - and 
while there is plenty of evidence 
to the contrary about harm to 
ordinary Ukrainians from Russian 
shelling, it also suggests a country 
being prepared for a longer war. 

Phil Osborn, a former head 
of UK defence intelligence, said 
the military situation was such 
that Ukraine needed as much 
help as it could get. “The west 
must focus unremittingly on 
Ukraine and be prepared for pain. 
Putin calculates that we will be 
increasingly distracted (just look 
at the news cycle moving on and 
the “reasonable” voices nudging 
Zelenskiy to settle) and that he has 
more patience than the west.” 
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City almost encircled as 
Russians make further 
gains in eastern Ukraine 


Peter Beaumont 
Isobel Koshiw 
Kyiv 


The Ukrainian city of Sievierodonetsk 
appears to be almost completely sur- 
rounded by attacking Russian forces, 
as the Kremlin continues to make 
incremental gains in its offensive in 
the Donbas region, backed by with- 
ering shellfire. 

“The Russians are pounding resi- 
dential neighbourhoods relentlessly,” 
the regional governor of Luhansk, 
Serhiy Haidai, wrote in a Telegram 
post yesterday. “The residents of 
Sievierodonetsk have forgotten when 
was the last time there was silence 
in the city for at least half an hour.” 

Asthe cities of Kharkiv tothenorth 
and Dnipro to the south also came 
under attack, analysts said the main 
Russian effort still appeared to be 
focused to the east, while attacks 
elsewhere appeared to be aimed at 
consolidating their positions and 
tying down Ukrainian defenders who 
could otherwise be redeployed. 

Underlining the state of the fight- 
ing in Donbas, Boris Johnson, who 
has cast himself as one of Ukraine’s 
most vocal cheerleaders, said Rus- 
sia was making slow but “palpable 
progress”. The Ukrainian president, 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, accused the 
Kremlin of carrying out “genocide” 
in the country’s east. 

Ukraine’s foreign minister also 
offered ableak assessment. “The mil- 
itary situation in eastern Ukraine is 
even worse than people say it is and 
the country needs heavy weapons 
now to effectively fight Russia,” 
Dmytro Kuleba said. 

His comments came as the US 
and its allies indicated they would 
provide Ukraine with increasingly 
sophisticated weapons, including the 
multiple-launch rocket systems that 


Kyiv has been urgently requesting. 
Yesterday the foreign secretary, Liz 
Truss, said in Prague that it would be 
appropriate to support Ukraine with 
tanks and planes if necessary. 

Amid the increasingly gloomy 
news from the campaign in the east, 
where Ukrainian defenders have 
been forced to retreat from some 
positions, Zelenskiy said yesterday 
that Ukraine was not keen to speak 
to the Russian president, Vladimir 
Putin, but it had to face the reality 
that this would probably be neces- 
sary to end the war. 

“There are things to discuss with 
the Russian leader. I’m not telling 
you that our people are eager to talk 
to him, but we have to face the real- 
ities of what we are living through,” 
Zelenskiy said in an address to an 
Indonesian thinktank. “What do we 
want from this meeting? We want our 
lives back. We want to reclaim the life 
of asovereign country within its own 
territory,’ he said, adding that Russia 
did not appear to be ready yet for seri- 
ous peace talks. 

In reply, the Kremlin said yester- 
day that it blamed Ukraine for the 
fact that peace talks between the two 
countries were frozen, saying it was 
unclear what Kyiv wanted. 

The Kremlin spokesperson, 
Dmitry Peskov, said in a call with 
reporters: “The Ukrainian leader- 
ship constantly makes contradictory 
statements. This does not allowusto 
fully understand what the Ukrainian 
side wants.” 


‘The residents have 
forgotten the last time 


there was silence’ 


Serhiy Haidai 
Governor of Luhansk 
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Long-range rockets 


Firepower needed to defend Donbas, says Johnson 


Boris Johnson has said Ukraine 
shouldbe supplied with long-range 
multiple launch rocket systems 
(MLRS) to help Kyiv’s embattled 
forces prevent Russian invaders 
from gaining ground in Donbas. 

But the prime minister stopped 
short of committing the UK to 
sending the powerful M270 
rocket system, which Kyiv has 
been pleading for from Britain, 
the US and other Nato members 
for several weeks. 

Johnson told Bloomberg TV 
the MLRS would enable Ukraine 
“to defend themselves against 
this very brutal Russian artillery, 
and that’s where the world needs 


: to go”. His comments appear to 

: confirm a significant change of 

: stance among western nations. The 
: US previously rejected Ukraine’s 

: request but overnight briefings 

: suggested that the White House 

: was now willing to supply them. 


Far more powerful than 


: conventional artillery, M270 

: rockets have a range of more 

: than 100 miles and up to 12 

: projectiles a minute can be fired 

: from an armoured vehicle. Their 

: firepower goes far beyond the 

: original commitment made by 

: Nato members to only send 

: “defensive systems” to Ukraine 

: when the war began. Dan Sabbagh 


The situation in Sievierodonetsk 
appeared particularly desperate, 
with Russian troops reported to have 
entered some parts of the city. 

Its mayor said Russian forces were 
in the Myr hotel, on the city’s out- 
skirts, on Thursday, and that 1,500 
people had died in the fighting, 
while between 12,000 and 13,000 
were trapped. 

Russia appeared to have gained 
full control of the strategic town of 
Lyman, with the governor of the 
Donetsk region, Pavlo Kyrylenko, 
saying there was heavy fighting 
around the city after Ukrainian troops 
withdrew toa new line of defence. 

Pro-Russia separatists in the 
Donetsk region said they had “lib- 
erated and taken full control of 
220 settlements, including Krasny 
Liman”, usingan oldname forLyman. 

According to some reports, 
Ukraine has been forced to plug gaps 
among its defenders in Donbas with 
volunteers, highlighting the increas- 
ing stress on its forces in the region. 

Oleh Synehubov, the regional 
governor of Kharkiv, whichlies to the 
north of Donbas, said nine civilians 
had been killed in Russian shelling 
on Thursday. 

A five-month-old child and her 
father were among the dead, while 
her mother was gravely wounded, he 
said on social media channels. 

An Agence France-Presse reporter 
in the city said that the northern dis- 
trict of Pavlove Pole had been hit and 
plumes of smoke were rising from 
the area. The journalist saw several 
people wounded near a shuttered 
shopping centre, while an elderly 
man with injuries to his arm and leg 
was carried away by medics. 

Commentators believe Russia’s 
gains in the three months of war have 
been far more paltry than Putin had 
originally hoped for, though Moscow 
has gained control over a handful of 
cities in southern Ukraine such as 
Kherson and Mariupol. 

That has been cited as the explana- 
tion for the intensity of the Russian 
effort to take the entirety of Donbas, 
in what couldbe portrayed asa major 
victory for Putin. 

The Kremlin is seeking to tighten 
its grip over the parts of Ukraine it 
occupies, including fast-tracking 
citizenship for residents of areas 
under Russian control. 

The occupying authorities in 
Mariupol, which was taken over by 
invading forces this month after a 
devastating siege that left thousands 
dead and reduced the city to rubble, 
have cancelled school holidays to 
prepare students to switch to a Rus- 
sian curriculum, according to Kyiv. 

Whether Russian forces can 
advance beyond Donbas and the 
areas in the south they control is 
more questionable. 
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n dissent 


More than 100 soldiers 
fired for refusing to fight 


Pjotr Sauer 
Andrew Roth 


More than 100 Russian national 
guardsmen have been fired for 
refusing to fight in Ukraine, court 
documents show, in what looks to be 
the clearest indication yet of dissent 
among parts of the security forces 
over Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. 
The cases of the 115 national 
guardsmen, a force also known 
as Rosgvardia, came to light on 
Wednesday after alocal Russian court 
rejected their collective lawsuit that 
challenged their earlier sacking. 
According to the court’s decision 
published on its website, the lawsuit 
was dismissed after the judge deter- 
mined that the soldiers had been 
rightfully fired for “refusing to per- 
form an official assignment” to fight 


in Ukraine and instead returned toa 
duty station. The appeal took place in 
Nalchik, the capital of the Kabardino- 
Balkarian republic in the Russian 
Caucasus, where the unit is based. 
Since Moscow’s invasion ofneigh- 
bouring Ukraine, its military has 
reportedly been plagued by poor 
morale, withreports of soldiers claim- 
ingthey did not know they were going 
to war until they crossed into Ukraine. 
The Pentagon this month said it had 
seen “anecdotal reports” that “mid- 
grade officers at various levels, even 
up to the battalion level,” had “either 
refused to obey orders” or were not 
obeying them with “alacrity”. 
Andrei Sabinin, the lawyer who 
represented the 115 soldiers, told 
the Guardian the court’s decision had 
been “unprecedentedly quick” given 
the complexity ofthe case. “I express 
doubts about the fairness of the 
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process asa whole because my clients 
were denied certain witnesses and 
several documents were rejected.” 
According to Sabinin, the com- 
manders of the Rosgvardia unit 
offered the soldiers the option not to 
fight and their dismissal was illegal. 
Russia created Rosgvardia, a force 
separate from the army, in 2016 to 
fight terrorism and keep public order. 
Since its inception, members of 
the national guard, which is often 
referred to as president Vladimir 
Putin’s “private army”, have mostly 
been involved in the crackdown on 
peaceful anti-government protests. 
Military analysts have linked Rus- 
sia’s heavy use of Rosgvardia soldiers 
in Ukraine to Moscow’s strategic 
aims of capturing and holding major 
Ukrainian cities, including Kharkiv 
and the capital Kyiv. These plans 
ultimately failed, while Rosgvardia 
units suffered heavy casualties after 
Ukrainian cities remained battle- 
grounds rather than being captured 
by Russia, which left the guardsmen 
exposed to Ukrainian attacks. 
Documents acquired by the 
Guardian yesterday from a separate 
criminal case against a Siberian jour- 
nalist further reveal Rosgvardia’s role 
in Ukraine. Mikhail Afanasyev, the 


V Russian national guardsmen in 
Sevastopol, Crimea. Court papers 
show some Rosgvardia refused to 
deploy to Ukrain 
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sian region of Khakassia, was arrested 
by security forces last month over 
the website’s reporting on a sepa- 
rate Rosgvardia unit that alsorefused 
deployment to Ukraine. 

Court testimonies given by 
members of the unit mentioned 
in Afanasyev’s reporting confirm 
earlier reports that 11 guardsmen 
from Khakassia refused to fight. The 


4 A memorial near Volgograd for 
Daniil Dumenko, 35, a Russian army 
sergeant who died in Ukraine 
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testimonies also give weight to sug- 
gestions that the Kremlin’s invasion 
of Ukraine was initially intended as 
a blitzkrieg attack on Kyiv with the 
aim of capturing the capital. 

In one testimony, a Rosgvardia 
soldier told the court that his com- 
mander instructed his unit three 
days prior to the invasion that they 
would be sent to Ukraine to “patrol 
the streets and intersections of Kyiv”. 

“The commander explained that 
all employees of the National Guard 
and the Russian Armed Forces were 
assigned specific tasks during the 
special operation in Ukraine,” the 
testimony seen by the Guardian said. 

Amonthintothe war, Moscow was 
forced to switchits offensive to more 
limited objectives after running into 
fierce Ukrainian resistance, with the 
army now prioritising what it calls 
the “liberation” of the Donbas region. 

Despite a recent string of military 
successes in Donbas, the Kremlin this 
week was confronted with two inci- 
dents of public dissent from Russian 
officials. First, Boris Bondarev, a dip- 
lomat posted to the UN in Geneva, 
denounced the war and yesterday 
two lawmakers from Khabarovsk 
Krai in Siberia urged Putin to end his 
“operation”. 
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Fears grow 
of Russian 
show trials 
as pretext 
for invasion 


Andrew Roth 
Moscow correspondent 


As Russia holds hundreds of prison- 
ers from the Azovstal steelworks in 
Mariupol, its proxies in east Ukraine 
have floated the idea of a “military 
tribunal” inspired by the Nurem- 
berg trials that observers say would 
amountto amass showtrial meant to 
justify Russia’s invasion to the world. 

“Get ready for Nuremberg 2.0,” one 
former Russian diplomat wrote ina 
WhatsApp message just days after 
the missiles began falling on Ukraine. 
Vladimir Putin’s move to “denazify” 
Ukraine has always pointed towards 
a purge and show trials: now Russia 
may seize on that chance. 

“We are planning to organise an 
international tribunal on the repub- 
lic’s territory,’ said Denis Pushilin, 
the leader of a Russian-controlled 
territory in the Donetsk region 
of Ukraine. A model could be the 
Kharkov trial of 1943, he said, when 
the Soviet military tried, convicted 
and executed three Germans and 
one Ukrainian by hanging. One key 
audience was the world press: pho- 
tos of the hangings were printed in 
Life magazine. 

Whether the Kremlin willactually 
follow through with sucha gruesome 
spectacle remains unclear. But the 
proposal has found backers in the for- 
eign ministry and among top MPs, 
who have angrily declared that there 
should be no prisoner exchanges of 
the soldiers captured in Mariupol. 
The head ofannexed Crimea said that 
a tribunal in Russian-occupied east 
Ukraine, where local authorities sup- 
port the death penalty, would serve 
asa “lesson for everyone who forgot 
the lessons of Nuremberg”. 

The signalling of a great politi- 
cal trial has raised fears that Russia 
is about to pass yet another grisly 
landmark inits reliving of the second 


world war. Francine Hirsch, a pro- 
fessor of history at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madisoninthe US and the 
author of a book on the Nuremberg 
trials - at which Nazi war criminals 
were convicted - said the aim of any 
such move by Russia would be “to 
present a particular narrative about 
the war”. 

This would, she said, support 
Putin’s claim “that Ukraine is being 
run by Nazis and ... that there are 
direct links between the Ukrainian 
collaborators during world war two 
and Ukrainian soldiers today”. 

With a growing focus on Russian 
war crimes in Ukraine, including an 
international investigation into the 
massacre of civilians in towns suchas 
Bucha, some observers believe that 
Russiamay launch amilitary tribunal 
to use as leverage as more atrocities 
are revealed. 

“They’re trying to create a coun- 
terbalance because of all the talk of 
the international criminal court and 
the Ukrainian prosecutions [for war 
crimes],” said Philippe Sands, pro- 
fessor of law at University College 
London. “Isuspect... they’re creating 
another form of leverage for what’s 
going to come in due course.” 

The Nuremberg trials, as part of 
the history of the second world war, 
remain a deeply personal issue for 
the Kremlin. The decision to propose 
a military tribunal is a dive deeper 
into what one former adviser called 
a historical “mania”, where terms 
such as denazification are seen as 
having the potential to mobilise the 
Russian public. 

The Kremlin “thinks this is what 
the public wants to see,” said the for- 
mer advisor. 

For the Kremlin, history appears 
to be the wellspring for both prop- 
aganda and state policy. Nikolai 
Patrushev, the head of Russia’s secu- 
rity council anda top Putin ally, said 
inan interview this week that its pol- 
icies for denazification in Ukraine 
were exactly the same asin Nazi Ger- 
many in 1945. 

“It’s become like a mania for his- 
tory, it’s a fanaticism,” the adviser 
said. 

The Nuremberg trials reflected 
the political divisions of the times. 
Western representatives were con- 
cerned that the Soviets treated them 
as a repeat of their own show trials 
of the 1930s. The Soviet judges were 
appalled when Winston Churchill, the 
former British prime minister, gave 
his famous “Iron Curtain” speech 
about the menace of communism 
while the trial was ongoing. 
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Shooting of Al Jazeera 
reporter nied to legal 
complaint against Israel | 


Patrick Wintour 
Diplomatic editor 


The family of the Al Jazeerajournalist 
Shireen Abu Aqleh has allowed her 
death to be added to a legal com- 
plaint being taken to the international 
criminal court (ICC) arguing Israeli 
security forces have been systemati- 
cally targeting Palestinianjournalists 
in grave violation of international 
humanitarian law. 

The case, originally submitted in 
April by the law firm Bindmans, had 
focused on four Palestinian journal- 
ists wearing press helmets and vests, 
of whom two were injured and two 
shot dead. It also covers alleged 
attacks on Gaza media infrastruc- 
ture in May 2021. 

Lawyers from Bindmans and 
Doughty Street chambers announced 
the addition of the death of the Al 
Jazeera reporter on 11 May to the 
existing claim at a press conference 
in London. They said the case was 


vital owing to the repeated failure of 
the Israeli security forces to investi- 
gate such incidents and the inability 
of Palestinian reporters to secure rep- 
arations in Israeli domestic courts. 

Jennifer Robinson of Doughty 
Street said: “The ICC prosecutor 
must investigate our complaints and 
prosecute those responsible to send 
aclear message not just to the Israeli 
forces in government, but to all gov- 
ernments, that targeting journalists 
is acrime and journalists are not fair 
game.” She said the ICC prosecutor 
needed to open the case because it 
was emblematic of a problem that 
has been continuing for many years. 

The ICC will have to judge whether 
there is a prima facie case that the 
Israeli security forces have been 
deliberately targeting reporters, and 
whether itsinternal inquiries are con- 
sistent with natural justice. 

There will also be issues of juris- 
diction. In February 2021the ICC said 
its jurisdiction extended to Gazaand 
the West Bank, making it more likely 


that the ICC can take up the issue. 
Israel itself is not a party to the ICC, 
raising issues of enforcement of any 
eventual ruling. 

Thecaseis being supported by rep- 
resentatives from the International 
Federation of Journalists, the Pal- 
estinian Journalists’ Syndicate and 
the International Centre of Justice 
for Palestinians. 

Tayab Ali, the Bindmans solicitor 


in the case, insisted “evidence was 
notlacking, but the political will”. He 
added: “Israel has enjoyed a devastat- 
ing impunity against accountability 
for the actions ofits armed forces, and 
has repeatedly demonstrated that it 
is a bad-faith investigator.” 

Abu Aqleh was shot dead by Israeli 
forces while covering an Israeli 
military raid inthe city of Jenin. Sep- 
arately on Thursday, the Palestinian 
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Authority announced the results 
of an investigation into her death, 
saying it revealed Israeli forces had 
deliberately shot and killed her. 
Israel’s defence minister, Benny 
Gantz, responded by saying the 
Israel Defence Forces were carrying 
out an examination into her death. 
He added: “Any claim that the IDF 
intentionally harmed journalists or 
noncombatants is a blatant lie.” 
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Mixed 
legacy of 
chatshow 
queen 


ith tear-stained 
cheeks, Ellen 
DeGeneres 
signed off her 
chatshow for 
the final time 
on Thursday, ending a daytime TV 
juggernaut that had lasted 19 years. 

The guest list for the final show 
included Billie Eilish, Pink and 
Jennifer Aniston, the latter making 
her 20th appearance since the 
syndicated chatshow’s debut. 

It also saw DeGeneres’s brother, 
Vance, and her wife, Portia de 
Rossi, well up with emotion as the 
audience gave the 64-year-old host 
one last standing ovation. 

There’s no doubt DeGeneres 
leaves a massive hole in daytime 
line-ups. But the legacy her show 
leaves behind is mixed. It was a 
risky move that took the brilliant 
comedian, whose soaring career 
stalled after she came out as gay, 
and remade her as the undisputed 
queen of daytime TV. 

But the show was dogged by 
scandal in recent seasons, as former 
employees accused her of presiding 
over a toxic workplace. And though 
DeGeneres did publicly apologise 
and vowed to change the corporate 
culture of her show, the damage 
was done. Amid fizzling ratings, 
DeGeneres announced last May 
that this would be her final season. 

In the 1980s, you would have 
been hard pressed to name another 


| World 


u Tom Cruise, 
then anew 
father, is coaxed 
‘-.. into identifying 
features of 
newborn baby, 
Suri, on the 
show in 2006 
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V Ellen DeGeneres, left, with her 
wife, the actor Portia de Rossi, who 
was at the host’s final show 
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female comic besides Roseanne 
Barr who had as much heat as 
the Louisiana-born DeGeneres, 
whose personable observational 
style had many calling her the 
“female Seinfeld”. 

In her maiden appearance on the 
Tonight Show in 1986, a mulleted 
DeGeneres cracked up the crowd 
with family stories delivered in 
the driest tone. And the jokes were 
often at her expense. (“My parents 
were extremely cruel to me,” she 
joked. “Iremember, I was coming 
home from kindergarten ... Well, 
they told me it was kindergarten. 

I found out later ’'d been working 
a factory for two years.”) After 

her five-minute set, host Johnny 
Carson waved her over to the open 
seat next to him and told her she 
was welcome back any time. 

After that anointing, DeGeneres’s 
career followed the classic star- 
making blueprint of that decade. 
First came the headlining club gigs, 
then coveted spots on TV comedy 
specials, then cameos in Coneheads 
and other slapstick films. Finally in 
1994 ABC built a sitcom around her 
called Ellen, about a neurotic LA 
bookstore owner. 

The show was a ratings hit and 
earned DeGeneres three Emmy 
nominations. In 1997, at the height 
of her pre-daytime popularity, 
DeGeneres came out as a lesbian to 
Time magazine and on the Oprah 


Winfrey Show; then, on her own 

sitcom, her character came out - to 
a therapist played by Winfrey anda 
love interest played by Laura Dern. 

The episode was celebrated 
in the LGBTQ+ community, but 
was also the focus of an immense 
backlash. JCPenney and Chrysler 
were among the biggest sponsors 
to pull ads. The televangelist Jerry 
Falwell christened DeGeneres 
“Ellen DeGenerate” and joined 
prominent rightwingers in a public 
letter denouncing the episode. 

In 1998, a year after DeGeneres 
came out, Ellen was cancelled - a 
decision, she said, that caught her 
blindsided. She rebounded at CBS 
with the Ellen Show (another series 
in which she played a lesbian) 
only to wind up cancelled after 18 
episodes, five of them unaired. 

Even though much of the 
country had come around to 
DeGeneres’s sexuality - in large 
part thanks to her paving the way 
for Will & Grace, Ugly Betty and 
other sitcoms with gay characters - 
it seemed as if she might settle fora 
career as a touring comedian. 

But two years later she 
resurfaced with the Warner Bros- 
produced Ellen DeGeneres Show, 

a daytime chatshow. DeGeneres 
proved to be ahit out of the box 

- winning over sceptical middle 
Americans with her happy feet and 
relentless self-deprecation. 

In year one, the show was 
nominated for 11 daytime Emmys 
and won for best talkshow. And 
when Winfrey signed offin 2011, 
DeGeneres succeeded her on the 
daytime TV throne. For most of its 
19 seasons, the Ellen DeGeneres 
Show was a natural home for 
A-listers who were game for pranks 
and for fun new products looking 
for placement. 

But it was her lack of rapport 
with show staff that ultimately 
brought about DeGeneres’s 
retirement. She was accused of 
fostering an environment rife with 
racist comments and other forms 
of harassment. Three executives 
left the show after an investigation. 
But none of that stopped her from 
bringing on Winfrey, Michelle 
Obama and Kim Kardashian as 
guests in her final few months. 

But just because the show is 
over doesn’t mean DeGeneres’s 
career can’t keep chugging along. 
In her 2018 Netflix comedy special, 
Relatable, DeGeneres showed she 
still has her standup chops. And 
without the weight of daytime TV 
on her shoulders, she is free to be as 
nice or as mean as she likes. 


Restaurant's free sushi promotion 
creates ‘Salmon chaos’ in Taiwan 


( J 
Taipei 


Taiwanese parliamentarians have 
debated changing limits on name 
changes after some of the hundreds 
of people who legally altered their 
name to “Salmon” to get free sushi 
reportedly became stuck with it. 

In March last year the restaurant 


chain Sushiro ran a promotion offer- 
ing free, all-you-can-eat sushi for a 
whole table to anyone with the Chi- 
nese characters for salmon (gui yt) 
in their name. In what was later 
dubbed “Salmon chaos”, 331 people 
took part, paying anominal adminis- 
tration fee to legally call themselves 
names including “Salmon Dream” 
and “Dancing Salmon”. 

At the time the government was 
critical of the promotion, asking 


people to be “rational” and com- 
plaining that the stunt had created 
pointless extra work for Taiwan’s 
paperwork-heavy bureaucracy. 
Some participants built social 
media followings off the media 
attention, while others ran small 
businesses taking people to the res- 
taurant for a fee. Once the two-day 
promotion ended most returned to 
their former names, but more than 
one year onsome have hit aroadblock 
- the government only allows people 
to change their names three times. 
On Thursday Taiwan’s parliament 
debated proposed amendments to 
the names ordinance, with mem- 
bers from the government and 


Taiwanese people who legally 
changed their names to Salmon 
to get free all-you-can-eat sushi 


opposition parties calling for changes. 

“After the Salmon chaos incident 
some people had already changed 
their name three times and now 
have no way to change them back,” 
said the New Power party legislator 
Chiu Hsien-chih, suggesting other 
measures including fee changes and 
cooling-off periods. 

On social media residents were 
scathing of the debate, saying adults 
should be more responsible, and it 
wasa waste of the legislature’s time. 

“How can we amend the law for 
those who sell their personality for 
the sake of benefits?” said one com- 
menter. “Be responsible for your own 
life, Salmons!” said another. 
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Inaglobal first for climate breakdown 
litigation, judges from Germany have 
visited Peru to determine the level 
of damage caused by Europe’s larg- 
est emitter in a case that could set 
a precedent for legal claims over 
human-caused global heating. 
Judges and court-appointed 
experts visited a glacial lake in Peru’s 


dges 


| World 


visit 


Cordillera Blanca mountain range 
this week to determine whether Ger- 
many’s largest electricity provider 
and multinational, RWE, is partially 
liable for the rise in greenhouse gases 
that could trigger a devastating flood. 

Framed by majestic ice-capped 
peaks, Lake Palcacocha has swollen 
in volume 34-fold in the past five dec- 
ades. A peer-reviewed study links 
accelerated glacial melt caused by 
global heating to the substantial risk 
of an outburst flood, which could 


slacial lake 


trigger a deadly landslide inundat- 
ing the city of Huaraz below. 

In 2017, judgesin Hamm, Germany, 
made legal history by accepting a case 
brought by a farmer and mountain 
guide, Saul Luciano Lliuya, against 
RWE, asking for €17,000 (£14,500) 
for the costs of preventing damage 
from a potentially devastating out- 
burst flood from the lake. 

“Asa mountain guide, Ihave been 
able to understand from the summit 
how glacial melt is happening right 


in Peru to 
assign blame for climate crisis in legal first 


in front of our eyes,” Lliuya, 41, said, 
near the Palcaraju glacier, a sheer 
wall of ice and snow that looms over 
the lake. 

Lliuya’s house in Huaraz’s barren 
Nueva Floridaneighbourhood liesin 
the flood path. In all, about 50,000 
people would be under threat. 

The local authorities have estab- 
lished an early warning system that 
would set off sirens in case the lake 
breached its banks. 

“Ttis a possibility that a large chunk 


<The case alleges a German energy 
company shares the blame for Lake 
Palcacocha posing a flood risk 
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of rock withice on it falls into the lake 
then we are talking about the possi- 
bility of millions of cubic metres [of 
water overflowing],” said Dr Martin 
Mergili, an expert in geomorphology 
at Austria’s Graz University. 

Mergili said while the Palcacocha 
Lake was a high-risk example, it was 
far from the only one in the Andes 
mountain chain, which holds nearly 
allthe world’s tropical glaciers, most 
of which are in Peru. 

“In the last 10 years, we have had 
various glacial lake outburst floods 
which were triggered by instabilities 
of glacier-sized walls,” he added. 

The German court has already 
agreed that RWE would be liable for 
the damages if it could be proved 
that the glacier posed a floodrisk and 
that climate breakdown had caused 
itto melt. 

“Tomy knowledge, this is the abso- 
lute first case globally where judges 
travel from one country, where the 
jurisdiction is, tothe country where 
the damage is, where it is actually 
climate-change related,” said Roda 
Verheyen, an environmental lawyer 
who represents Lliuya. 

Petra Minnerop, associate profes- 
sor of international law at Durham 
University, said: “This is not the first 
claim that has used climate science, 
there are many others. However, 
this would be one of the first cases 
that could make use of attribution 
studies.” 

Attribution studies seek to test 
whether - and by how much - cli- 
mate breakdown may be responsible 
for extreme weather events, such as 
extreme flooding, droughts, exces- 
sive heat or hurricanes. 

The case could have implications 
for fossil fuel companies. RWE is 
being sued for having contributed to 
0.47% of historical global emissions. 
Firms suchas BP and Shell could also 
face similar cases. 

“This is the only case in the entire 
world to this day that looks at the 
responsibility of private emitters of 
greenhouse gases to take responsibil- 
ity for the impacts of climate change 
ina different country,” said Verheyen. 
“And for some reason - which I can- 
not explain - itremains the only one” 


Journey's end Brazil's ‘voice of 


God’ bids farewell to the stage 


Tom Phillips and 
Caio Barretto Briso 
Rio de Janeiro 


is otherworldly 
falsetto has led 
many to describe 
Milton Nascimento’s 
music in spiritual 
terms. “[My mom 
once said that] if God had a voice, 
it would be Milton’s - and she is 
right,” said the Brazilian singer 
Maria Rita, the daughter of one of 
his closest musical collaborators, 
the late singing legend Elis Regina. 
Yet even the voice of God must 


rest, and the Afro-Brazilian vocalist 
is preparing to retire from the 
stages that have made him one of 
South America’s most venerated 
troubadours. “I’m saying goodbye 
to the stage but ... not to music,” 
the 79-year-old singer-songwriter 
insisted at the hillside villa where 
he is gearing up for the final tour of 
his six-decade, 43-album career. 
“Music is my journey. It’s the 
most beautiful thing that exists in 
my soul,” said Nascimento, whose 
Last Session tour will take him to 
Europe next month, before a series 
of farewell concerts in Brazil. 
Recent years have been a 
melancholy time for the singer 


and his homeland. As coronavirus 
ravaged Brazil, killing more than 
665,000 people, he retreated 

into the hills of Minas Gerais, the 
state where he grew up after his 
biological mother died from TB 
when he was a toddler. “I went 
three years without talking to or 
seeing anyone and it made me want 
to stop,” Nascimento said during a 
rare face-to-face interview. 

Brazil slipped into the doldrums 
following the 2018 election of Jair 
Bolsonaro, a far-right radical who 
celebrates the 1964-85 dictatorship 
that once hounded musicians such 
as Nascimento. “It makes me so 
sad,” the singer said of Bolsonaro’s 
attacks on the democracy his voice 
helped recover and cement. 

“T hope our young people don’t 
allow themselves to be swept up in 
this dictatorship business, because 
they don’t understand what it 
was like,” said Nascimento, who 
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If Ididn’t have hope 
I wouldn't even be 
sitting talking to you’ 


Milton Nascimento 
Musician 


was stalked by agents from the 
notorious department of political 
and social order. “Whenever we 
were going to release a song we had 
to send it for them to censor.” 

His retirement has sparked a 
box office rush and an outpouring 
of nostalgia. Ronaldo Bastos, with 
whom he wrote some of his most 
celebrated songs, called his friend 
“the most modern and original 
artist Brazil has ever produced”. 
Bastos noted how his influences 
ranged from the Beatles to the 
baroque music of Minas Gerais. 

Fans include the saxophonist 
Wayne Shorter, after whom an 
amphitheatre in the singer’s garden 
isnamed. Such friendships, and 
his faith in Brazil’s youth, cheer 
Nascimento as his motherland 
faces a presidential election. “IfI 
didn’t have hope I wouldn’t even be 
sitting talking to you,” he said. “In 
svite of evervthing, I do feel hope.” 
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Financial 


Kalyeena Makortoff 
Banking correspondent 


Former Tory minister Theodore 
Agnew has launched a public attack 
on Starling Bank, dragging the online 
lender into the Covid loans scandal 
by claiming it did not run adequate 
checks on borrowers before handing 
out taxpayer-backed loans. 

During the pandemic, the UK gov- 
ernment relied on high street and 
online banks to hand out £47bn to 
small businesses under the bounce- 
back loan scheme, which offered up 
to £50,000 per company. The Treas- 
ury promised to cover 100% of the 
losses if borrowers failed to repay. 
In the rush to distribute money, crit- 
ics say minimal checks were made 
to prevent fraud and the cost to the 
taxpayer could be as muchas £5bn. 

Lord Agnew, who quit as the anti- 
fraud minister in January over the 
government’s “woeful” efforts to 


control fraud, spoke publicly on 
Wednesday evening to say banks 
should be “very careful” before tap- 
ping the government guarantee. 

However, he singled out Starling 
and accused the lender of using the 
scheme for its own benefit. “With 
minimal data, I cannot analyse the 
fullextent of the misdemeanours, but 
I'd like to call out one of these banks 
that I believe has acted against the 
government’s and taxpayers’ inter- 
ests: this is Starling Bank,” he said at 
an anti-fraud event in Westminster. 

Starling Bank’s chief executive and 
founder, Anne Boden, said she was 
“shocked” by Agnew’s comments. 
Boden said Starling had been open 
and transparent about its approach 
to bounce-back loans and was one of 
the “most active and effective banks 
fighting fraud”. 

Agnew pointed to asignificant rise 
in the bank’s lending balances since 
the scheme went live. In November 
2019, Starling had only lent £23m, 


Starling Bank attacked over 
Covid loans by ex-minister 


excluding loans bought from other 
companies. By June 2021, according 
to atrading update, it had distributed 
£1.6bn worth of bounce-back loans. 

The bank disbursed a further 
£640m under the larger coronavirus 
business interruption loan scheme, 
which offered up to £5m per borrower. 

Agnew, who has pushed for greater 
transparency around the scheme, 
said from “what little data” he was 
able to gather while in government, 
Starling “were one of the worst when 
it came to validating the turnover of 
businesses or submitting suspicious 
activity reports”. 

“It seems to me that they took this 
as a God-sent opportunity to swell 
their balance sheet by a factor of 50 


£1.6bn 


Value of bounce-back loans 
distributed by Starling Bank to 
business borrowers by June 2021 


times in barely less than a year, with 
no risk to themselves and 100% risk 
to the taxpayer,” Agnew said. He 
claimed it was a “cost-free market- 
ing exercise to build their loan book 
and so their company valuation”. 

Boden said on Thursday the bank 
had introduced extra checks includ- 
ing for sole traders, and had excluded 
all non-active companies and those 
that were incorporated after 1 March 
2020 - the cut-off point for accessing 
the Covid loans - from the scheme. 

“The comments raised by Lord 
Agnew about not checking the turn- 
over of businesses or submitting 
suspicious activity reports are abso- 
lutely and utterly wrong and I must 
ask him to withdraw the statement,’ 
she said. 

“Tagree with Lord Agnew that we 
must protect taxpayers’ money,” 
Boden added. “[But] directing his 
anger at Starling is just wrong - we 
were the bank that was singled out for 
criticism by Treasury officials, min- 
isters and MPs, forrejecting so many 
potential fraudsters.” 

The bounce-backloan programme, 
which was launched by the Treasury 
and overseen by the British Business 
Bank, scrapped extra credit checks 
and allowed borrowers to self-cer- 
tify their income in order to ensure 
money was distributed to businesses 
quickly at the height of the pandemic. 


Jaguar's UK 
electric car 
plants at risk 
over batteries 


Joanna Partridge 


Britain is locked ina battle toholdon 
to production of Jaguar Land Rover’s 
future range of electric vehicles amid 
concerns the UK is falling behind in 
the race to build battery factories. 

The carmaker, which is owned by 
the Indian conglomerate Tata, said 
it continued to “explore all options” 
around battery supply amid reports 
itcould build electric cars in Slovakia. 

Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) remains 
in talks with the government over 
funding for the construction of a 
battery plant, or “gigafactory”, to 
ensure a local source of batteries for 
its vehicles. 

This follows the company’s com- 
mitment last year to make the Jaguar 
brand fully electric by 2025, as well 
as a pledge to abandon petrol vehi- 
cles entirely in the next decade. It 
currently has just one pure electric 
model, the I-Pace, built in Austria. 

A spokesperson for JLR said as 
part of this strategy it would “retain 
our plant and assembly facilities in 
the home UK market and around the 
world”. The spokesperson added: 
“We continue to explore all options 


=.“ 


around the supply of batteries. No 
decisions have been made yet.” 

As part of JLR’s switch to electric, 
the company - whichemploys 30,000 
peoplein the UK - had previously said 
it would keep all ofits main factories 
located in the West Midlands. 

Alongside its UK plants, JLR has 
manufacturing sites in Slovakia and 
Austria, as well as facilities in Brazil 
and Asia. 

Battery factories are seen as cru- 
cial for the future prospects of the UK 
automotive industry as it moves away 
from the production of international 
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combustion engine vehicles and 
embraces electric cars. 

The global battery market has 
been dominated by manufacturers 
in China, Japan and South Korea, 
though Europe and the US have been 
racing to catch up. 

China’s Envision is expanding 
a plant in Sunderland, while the 
startup Britishvolt has been raising 
funding for a gigafactory in Blyth, 
Northumberland. 

The government announced a 
£100m investment in Britishvolt 
at the start of the year as part of its 
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A The current hybrid E-Pace 
compact SUV: Jaguar has pledged to 
make its brand electric-only by 2025 
PHOTOGRAPH: ALEX TAPLEY/JAGUAR 


Automotive Transformation Fund. It 
has also held talks with six car manu- 
facturers about building gigafactories 
in the UK. 

Yet attracting otherinvestment has 
proved difficult, which Mike Hawes, 
the chief executive of car industry 
body the Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders, said had notbeen 
helped by uncertainty around Brexit. 


Windfall tax 
puts North Sea 
investment 
plans at risk, 
watns Shell 


Alex Lawson 
Energy correspondent 


Shell has said Rishi Sunak’s windfall 
taxis athreat toinvestment in North 
Sea oil and gas as Britain attempts to 
ramp up domestic energy supplies. 

Yesterday, the chancellor announ- 
cedan “energy profits levy” on oiland 
gas operators that he hopes will raise 
£5bn to help funda support package 
for households. 

Sunak also introduced meas- 
ures to encourage investment into 
UK energy supplies, with tax breaks 
worth 91p for every £1 invested. 

However oil and gas insiders have 
reacted with surprise that the one-off 
levy will remain in place until “nor- 
mal” conditions in the energy market 
return or until the end of 2025. 

A Shell spokesperson said: “We 
understand the worry for millions 
of people about how high energy 
costs are challenging their household 
budgets - andthe need for support to 
help make ends meet. But atthesame 
time, we must sustain investment in 
securing supplies of oil and gas the 
UK needs today, while allocating 
future spend for the low-carbon ener- 
gies we want to build for the future. 

“However, in its current form the 
levy creates uncertainty about the 
investment climate for North Sea oil 
and gas for the coming years. 

“And, longer term, the proposed 
tax reliefs for investment don’t 
extend to the renewable energy sys- 
tem we want to drive forward in the 
UK and invest in very substantially.” 

Shell plans to make £20bn to 
£25bn of investments in the UK over 
the next decade, predominantly in 
renewable energy projects. 

In the aftermath of Sunak’s 
statement, Shell had said that “the 
chancellor’s proposed tax relief on 
investments in Britain’s energy future 
isacritical principle inthe newlevy”. 

BP took a harder line. It said it 
would review its North Sea plans as 
the levy was not a one-off tax but a 
“multi-year proposal”. 

Debate over whether to tax ashare 
of the super-profits generated by high 
oil and gas prices had caused a split 
in government, with Sunak pushing 
toraise the money but Boris Johnson 
arguing it could stymie investment. 

Sunak will use the funds to help 
pay for cuts to household bills. John- 
son is trying to encourage investment 
to build up domestic energy supplies 
after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Shell’s shares fell 2% yesterday 
with BP down 1.8% and Harbour 
Energy, the North Sea’s biggest oper- 
ator, off nearly 9%. 


The Guardian Saturday 28 May 2022 


Financial 


‘Net zero is not talked about’ 


Shell insider on quitting the 


energy giant to force change 


Alex Lawson 
Energy correspondent 


aroline Dennett’s eye 
was caught by a placard 
with two stark words: 
“insiders wanted”. 
The safety consultant 
was watching a 

video of Extinction Rebellion 

climate protesters who had 

glued themselves inside Shell’s 

headquarters in April and were 

encouraging employees to jump 

ship to aid its cause. 

This week Dennett, who runs 
the independent agency Clout, 
released a bombshell video 
severing ties with Shell after an 
11-year business relationship. She 
emailed 1,400 Shell employees and 
accused the £177bn behemoth of 
causing “extreme harms” to the 
environment with a “disregard for 
climate change risks”. 

She believes Shell is failing to 
wind down its polluting fossil fuels 
business and urged its employees 
to “walk away while there’s still 
time”. She acknowledged that she 
was “privileged” in being able to 
make the choice to cut ties. 

She says support for her decision 


has flooded in from clients and 
people all over the world. Her cause 
may have been helped by the fact 
Shell has made outsized profits 
from the energy crisis, hitting its 
publicimage. 

Alone troll told her: “You have 
taken the money and now you have 
run, you princess.” 

Dennett’s video was the 
culmination of growing unease 
in working with the 115-year-old 
business. Her relationship with 
Shell began after BP’s Deepwater 
Horizon disaster as the industry 
scrambled to improve safety. 

She studied the lessons from the 
Gulf of Mexico, and other tragedies, 
including poor handovers and 
pressure to take shortcuts. Clout 
then designed a bespoke survey 
for frontline workers, managers 
and contractors. Since then, her 
work has taken her to plants in 
Canada, Qatar and Trinidad. She 
has completed several large studies 
for Shell, as well as other clients in 
oil and gas industries. 

At the same time, Dennett had 
become increasingly engaged in 
climate activism. She has spent 
time addressing councils and 
schools around Dorset - where 
she lives - leading debates and 
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A Caroline Dennett, a former Shell 
consultant, hopes staff will take note 


encouraging local action, such as 
installing solar panels on village 
halls. 

“I'd find myself asking councils 
to take their money out of fossil 
fuels but then admitting I work in 
the industry and need to do this 
myself. We’re all hypocrites to 
some extent but this was starting to 
feel ridiculous,” she says. 

“What’s clear from working with 
the frontline employees at Shell is 
that net zero is just not talked about 


Mad 


internally. It simply never comes 
up where issues like safety and 
tensions with local communities 
do,” she says. 

But is it fair to expect an oil- 
rig worker to be engaged in their 
employer’s overarching corporate 
strategy? “Yes. If it was embedded 
in the company you would be 
hearing it discussed all the time. 
They are experts in managing risk 
but are not managing the climate 
risk,’ she says. 

The strength of feeling about 
Shell’s impact on the environment 
was underscored the day after 
Dennett’s video was released. At 
the annual shareholder meeting at 
Methodist Central Hall in London, 
environmental protesters with 
drums delayed proceedings by 
nearly three hours. The executive 
team sat stony faced while the 
chairman, Sir Andrew Mackenzie, 
tried to placate the protesters. “It 
was amazing. You can’t get any 
more non-violent direct action than 
that,” Dennett says. 

Her decision to snub Shell comes 
at a price - “around 60% to 70% of 
my business”, she says. There’s also 
arisk of legal action from Shell. 

So what would be the dream 
reaction to her very public display 
for dissent? “That Shell would wake 
up and use all of the skill, capital, 
the human power to genuinely 
transition. They were a pioneering 
company that had a vision. To the 
executives, I say: ‘Take alook at 
yourself in the mirror.” 

Shell said more than 75% of the 
£20bn to £25bn it intends to spend 
in the UK over the next decade is 
in low- and zero-carbon products 
and services. The company said: 
“We expect our energy transition 
spend to constitute 50% of our total 
spend by 2025.” 


EY planning 
audit division 
spin-off amid 
criticism of 
big four firms 


Julia Kollewe 


EY is planning to spin off its audit 
business, working towards the big- 
gest shake-up of one of the UK’s 
big four accounting and consul- 
tancy firms in decades, after a series 
of high-profile corporate collapses 
including Carillion and BHS. 

Senior partners at the company 
- formerly known as Ernst & Young 
- are drafting plans for a voluntary 
split of the firm’s advisory and audit 
divisions, which was first reported 
by Michael West Media. 

The move comes after a spate of 
accounting scandals and company 
failures, and pressure for a major 
overhaul of the sector to tackle poten- 
tial conflicts ofinterest at the big four 
- EY, KPMG, PwC and Deloitte. 

The spin-off would mark a U-turn 
for EY, whose former chief executive 
Mark Weinberger resisted calls for a 
breakup of the big four over a lack of 
competition in 2018. The move could 
prompt other firms to follow suit. 

The firms have come under scru- 
tiny over their auditing of company 
accounts and been accused ofa lack 
of independence as they generate 
millions of pounds in fees from con- 
sulting, tax and deal advisory work. 

Itcomes two years after the indus- 
try regulator, the Financial Reporting 
Council (FRC), told the big four that 
it expected them to separate their 
auditing divisions from the rest of 
their operations by June 2024. 

EY, which employs 312,000 peo- 
ple in more than 150 countries, said: 
“We routinely evaluate strategic 
options that may further strengthen 
EY businesses over the long term. Any 
significant changes would only hap- 
pen in consultation with regulators 
and after votes by EY partners. 

“We are in the early stages of this 
evaluation, and no decisions have 
been made.” 

The split would require a vote by 
EY’s partners, and agreement from 
the national member firms that make 
up its global business. 

Last year, EY was fined more than 
£2.2m by the UK accountancy watch- 
dog for failing to properly challenge 
Stagecoach bosses when auditing 
their accounts for 2017. 

The groupis also under investiga- 
tion over its audits of the failed travel 
firm Thomas Cook, as well as the for- 
mer FTSE 100 hospital group NMC 
Health and the investment firm Lon- 
don Capital & Finance, which both 
collapsed amid claims of fraud. 

After the collapse of the UK retailer 
BHS and the government contractor 
Carillion, the big four were forced to 
operationally separate their UK audit 
and advisory functions. EY’s move 
would go further, creating two sepa- 
rately owned companies. 
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Dr Martens dips boot into refurbished 


fashion market with Depop tie-up 


Dr Martens is looking to stamp its 
mark on the repair and resale mar- 
ket on the back ofanew collaboration 
with the online secondhand cloth- 
ing marketplace Depop, amid surging 
demand for refurbished fashion. 

Kenny Wilson, the British footwear 
brand’s chief executive, said it was 
possible that refurbished or second- 
hand boots could account for up to 
15% of sales in 10 years’ time. 

“We think this is going to be a big 
part of how consumers shop in the 
future,” he said, adding that there 
were already other businesses trad- 
ing in secondhand DMs. 

“This is part of something really 


important for the business longer 
term. Our incredible strength is the 
durability ofthe product. Icanowna 
pair for seven or eight years and they 
are still perfectly good for someone 
else who wants to buy them.” 

Wilson said the interest in sustain- 
ability had broad appeal. “There are 
people of all ages saying they would 
rather buy something that is recon- 
ditioned rather than new.” 

Dr Martens is joining a rush into 
refurbishment and resale at all levels 
of the fashion market - from Mul- 
berry and Harvey Nichols to Marks & 
Spencer and H&M - as demand rises. 

Even the reality TV show Love 
Island has recognised the trend ina 
new partnership with eBay that will 
see participants wear “preloved” 
items, replacing previous sponsor 


A Skinheads wearing DMs ona 
doorstep in Brighton in the 1980s 


partners including the fashion brands 
Missguided and I Sawit First. 

The international resale market is 
expected to grow from $27bn (£21bn) 
today to $57bn by 2025, according toa 
Business of Fashion report, while the 
secondhand marketplace ThredUp 
estimates that resale will grow 11 
times faster than the overall clothing 
retail sector over the next five years. 

Lorna Hall, director of fashion 
intelligence at the trends forecasting 
firm WGSN, said consumers now saw 
“clothes as currency”, with the sale 
of worn items funding new outfits. 

“There are three big drivers,” she 
said. “It has become part of the retail 
experience for the shopper with 
spare time, which is often someone 
young who likes to hunt out items 
and create individual looks. Then 
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there’s an audience who think it’s a 
more sustainable way to shop, and 
there is the cost of living crisis, which 
will drive even more shoppers to seek 
out better value from resale.” 

Hall added that entering the mar- 
ket had become easier for brands 
thanks to the rise of companies that 
handle the return and resale process, 
suchas ThredUp and the resale tech- 
nology company Reflaunt. 

Under Dr Martens’ ReSouled 
scheme with Depop, DMs can be 
repolished and given newlaces, soles, 
heel loops or insoles before being put 
back on the market. The footwear is 
priced at about 80% of anew pair. Dr 
Martensis raising the price ofits clas- 
sic1460 eight-hole boots in the UK by 
£10 a pair to £159 in July. 

Wilson said the company, which 
publishes its annual results next 
Wednesday, was considering how 
to design a much larger scheme, but 
the venture with Depop would prob- 
ably be tested for six months. 

A key part would be working out 
how to refurbish boots locally. That 
might include more work at the fac- 
tory where the company was founded 
- Wollaston, in Northamptonshire. 
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Fast fashion retailer Missguided 
close to calling in administrators 


The online clothing retailer Miss- 
guided is teetering on the brink of 
collapse after being issued a wind- 
ing-up petition by suppliers who are 
owed millions of pounds. 

The fast fashion company, which 
made headlines with its £1 bikini 


three years ago, is understood to be 
close to callingin administrators from 
the insolvency specialists Teneo as 
early as Monday. 

Police were called to the retailer’s 
Manchester headquarters after sup- 
pliers turned up earlier this week 
demanding overdue payments be 
made, the i newspaper reported. 

Awinding-up petition was issued 
on 10 May against Missguided by the 


Manchester-based clothing supplier 
JKS Fashions. Creditors have applied 
for compulsory liquidation, and a 
Manchester court is due to hear the 
case in July. 

Thenewspaper said three suppliers 
for Missguided had warned they were 
at risk of going bankrupt because of 
outstanding payments. 

The Guardian understands some 
UK and overseas suppliers have not 
been paid for months. 

Last autumn the online retailer 
was saved when the retail investor 
Alteri, backed by the investment firm 
Apollo, stepped in. Alteriannounced 
redundancies in December as part of 


aturnaround plan. Last month Miss- 
guided said it was looking for anew 
buyer, as its founder, Nitin Passi, 
stepped downas chief executive. JD 
Sports and the Chinese-backed fash- 
ion retailer Shein have been linked 
with potential bids. 

Missguided hired Teneo to assess 
strategic options last month and it 
is now understood the corporate 
advisory firm would oversee any 
insolvency process. 

Aspokesperson said: “Missguided 
is aware of the action being taken by 
certain creditors of the company in 
recent days and is working urgently 
to address this. 


“A process to identify a buyer with 
the required resources and platform 
for the business commenced in 
April and we expect to a provide an 
update on progress of that process in 
the near future.” 

Founded in 2009 by Passi, Miss- 
guided was among a small number 
of internet fashion brands to have 
enjoyed success at a time when the 
traditional high street is on its knees. 

The company enjoyed rapid 
growth in the UK and expanded into 
the US, Australia, France and Ger- 
many buthas struggled recently. The 
£1 bikini was being sold at alossasa 
marketing stunt. 
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Have aright royal 


time - without 


breaking the bank 


Getting into the street party 
spirit needn't cost a fortune. 
From food and drink t 

bunting, 


ones and 
offer some tips 


hether or not 

you area fan of 

the royal family, 

there will be 

no escaping 

the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee, with thousands 
of events - from garden gatherings 
to mile-long street parties - taking 
place from 2 to 5 June. 

According to the Co-op, an 
estimated 39 million adults will be 
doing something to celebrate. 

The supermarket shelves are 
stacked with themed food and 
decorations. However, getting 
into the party spirit doesn’t mean 
spending a fortune. “It’s still 
possible to have ajubilee party 
without breaking the bank, if 
you can spend some time on the 
preparations,” says Faith Archer, 
who blogs about frugal living at 
Much More With Less. 

Instead of the piles of union jack- 
patterned bunting and red, white 
and blue balloons available on the 
high street, charity shop bargains 
and homemade decorations are 
good options if you are throwing a 


Morrisons’ offerings include this 
Clarence the corgi cake, given its 
name by customers and priced at £6 


jubilee bash on a budget. 

When it comes to food and 
drink, you can team up with your 
neighbours or a group of friends to 
keep costs low. 

Fiona Hawkes, a blogger at Savvy 
in Somerset, says: “Most people are 
happy to contribute but it can takea 
bit of organising to ensure you end 
up with a good mix of food - no one 
wants to end up with 10 trifles and 
no sandwiches.” 

From party food and fizz to 
jubilee decorations and barbecue 
gear, Guardian Money writers and 
other experts have come up with 
some tips and deals for all budgets. 
Foor 
The weather will inevitably play 
a part in determining what we 
all tuck into over the extended 
weekend. Ifit is sunny, people will 
be firing up the barbecue or putting 
together a picnic. If it is tipping it 
down, there could be a lot of indoor 
tea parties. 

The Co-op reckons the nation 
will celebrate the jubilee with some 
retro favourites. It predicts Victoria 
sponges and other cakes, meringue 
nests, ice-cream cones, golden 
syrup and jam will feature heavily. 

Archer says: “For food, 
traditional afternoon tea items 
such as scones, Victoria sponges, 
and ham, cucumber and egg 
sandwiches are far cheaper to make 
than loading up a barbecue with 
masses of meat. However, you 
may need to enlist extra hands ina 
production line to make them.” 


The UK's kitschiest jubilee memorabilia 


The memorabilia industry has 
cranked into action for the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee, but not all 
products on the real and virtual 
high street are destined to become 
family heirlooms ... 


Light-up keyring 

Billed as a “brilliant novelty gift” 
for keen fans of the Queen, this 
keychain plays Rule, Britannia! 
at the press of a button. The 6cm 


as the Queen’s eyes light up to 
surreal effect. OnBuy, £7.95 


Union jack morphsuit 

A union jack morphsuit is one 
way to stand out in the crowd at 
the platinum jubilee pageant or 
your local fete. The sizing goes 
up to XXL and the blurb promises 
you can breathe, see and drink 
through the spandex. Amazon, 
£33.96 


Jubilee duvet cover 
Another one for the diehards, this 


figure also doubles as a handy torch : 


{ 


a 


Light up your jubilee with this 
keychain, which also plays a tune 


: duvet cover is, of course, available 
: in queen-size and features the 

: monarch’s famous profile image 

: ina design that celebrates her 70 

: years on the throne. Redbubble, 

: from £82 for a single 


: Boots meal deal 

: Have astreet party al-desko with 
: Boots’ platinum jubilee limited 

: edition meal deal. The mains 

: include a chicken tikka sandwich 
: and vegan coronation veggies 

: wrap, washed down with a soft 


: drink and a slice of Victoria sponge 
: for afters. Boots, from £3.59 


: George Home’s Queen gnome 

: Believe it or not, Asda gnomes have 
: acult following. The pink-cheeked 
: monarch edition would add a touch 
: of kitsch to any flowerbed or patio. 

: Alarge one costs £27, but there is 

: asmaller version for £6. The large 

: ones are hard to find, though, and 

: are being auctioned on eBay with 

: big markups. Asda, £27 or £6 

: Zoe Wood 


A Adda royal touch to your garden 
: with this Queen gnome from Asda 
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Premium bonds 
Millions get better 
chance of prizes 
Page 48 


Car insurance 

Loyal customers still 
being charged more 
Page 49 
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A You can keep food and drink costs 
down for a street party if you team 
up with friends or neighbours 
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We looked at what retailers 
were offering when it comes to 
that culinary classic, coronation 
chicken, invented in 1953. 

Budget If this bright yellow, mildly 
spicy dish floats your boat and you 
don’t want to make your own, you 
won’t go hungry. Supermarkets 
are falling over themselves to 

offer various spins on the 50s 
favourite. Iceland is selling packs 
of coronation chicken snack 

rolls, coronation chicken breast 
mini fillets, coronation chicken 
pasta and coronation chicken 
bites for £2 each, or three for £5. 
Meanwhile, Tesco has created 

a plant-based version called 
Plantinum (No) Chicken. 
Mid-range Marks & Spencer is 
offering a whole range of items, 
from coronation spatchcock 
chickens (£8) and packs of sausages 
(£4.50) to scotch eggs (£3) and 
coleslaw (£2.40). 

Fit for a queen It is almost as 
popular with overseas tourists as 
the queen, and Harrods is getting 


in on the jubilee act with a range 

of upmarket party food, including 
coronation devilled eggs. For 

£25 you get 12 - each one half'an 
egg with a topping. A platter of 
coronation chicken sandwiches to 
serve eight is going for £35. 

Make your own Look no further 
than the Guardian, which has 
previously published Felicity 
Cloake’s guide: how to cook perfect 
coronation chicken, and a recipe for 
a coronation chicken salad (roast 
coronation thighs with mango- 
yoghurt dressing). 


Fizz 

We asked Fiona Beckett, the 
Guardian’s wine critic, for some 
tips: “The jubilee provides an 
excuse to crack open a bottle of 
bubbly with the neighbours but 
what should it be? 

“English sparkling wine seems 
the obvious answer but until 
recently it’s not been a particularly 
affordable option, fetching similar 
prices to champagne. 

“However, Asda has sparked 
what may become the first 
English wine wars by promoting 
its attractively honeyed, own- 
label Asquith Gardens at almost 
half-price, for £9.99 instead of the 
normal £18. And with the 25% off 
six bottles promotion that started 
this weekend, that could bring the 
cost down to £7.49. 

“Interestingly, Asquith Gardens 
is made by acompany called 
Rolling Green Hills, which is 
overseen by the same team that 
make brand leader Nyetimber 
and seems to have successfully 
cornered the market in own-label 
English fizz. Sainsbury’s rich toasty 
Ellercombe (currently at £22) 
and Morrisons’ vintage English 
sparkling brut (great value fora 
2010 vintage at £25) are made by 
the same outfit. 

“If it’s got to be champagne, 
Moét & Chandon has a jubilee 
edition of its rosé at Waitrose, 
which is delicious, although, at 
£46, not exactly a bargain. 

“Prosecco is probably going to be 
your choice for bigger numbers, not 
least if you want to make cocktails, 
as its slight sweetness lends itself 
well to a dash of liqueur like cassis 
(the classic kir royale). If you want 
to serve something a bit different, 
try Aldi’s off-dry Specially Selected 
sparkling Ribolla Gialla (£6.99), also 
from Italy, which would go down 
well with a jubilee tea. 

“And if you’re not drinking 
but still fancy a glass of bubbly to 
celebrate, the VFMS 0.0% by cava 
producer Vallformosa is way better 
than most alcohol-free fizz I’ve 
tried, and at £6.50 (from Reserve 
Wines) is a fair price, too.” 

Budget There are lots of proseccos, 
cavas and other sparkling wines 
available for under a tenner, and 
even a few for under a fiver, such 
as Bella Cucina Prosecco Frizzante 
from Tesco for £4.99. Go low- 
alcohol or alcohol-free and you can 
pick up a bottle for under £3 from 
retailers such as Asda. 


Mid-range As outlined by Beckett, 
there are plenty of English 
sparkling wines to choose from, at 
prices that even some non-royals 
can afford. 

Fit for a queen If money is no 
object, how about raising a glass 
of Champagne Charlie 1985 from 
the Charles Heidsieck vineyard? A 
jeroboam is £4,900 from Harrods. 
Make your own Archer says: 
“Supermarket lookalikes such as 
Asda’s the Great Summer Cup, 
Tesco Summer Cup and Aldi’s 
Austin’s Classic Summer Punch 
(when available) have all scored 
well in taste tests compared with 
Pimm?’s, but for £8 or less a bottle. 
Top up with loads of lemonade, 
plus mint, cucumber, strawberry 
and orange garnish, and hope 

for sunshine.” 

On the non-alcoholic front, 
elderflower cordial can be made in 
24 hours, and with some sparkling 
water can make a summery fizz. 
You will need some elderflowers 
- head to your local hedgerow to 
find them - and sugar. Citric acid 
is often added to help preserve 
the cordial but if you plan to use it 
all next weekend, you won’t need 
that. Search online for recipes and 
instructions. Pick your elderflowers 
early in the day for the best flavour. 


Barbecues 

There are grills for every 

budget. At one end there are 

the environmentally unfriendly 
disposable ones that can be picked 
up for as little as £2 or £3, and at the 
other, the latest top-end “outdoor 
kitchens” that can cost several 
thousand pounds. With summer 
around the corner, many families 
will be thinking about getting one 
or upgrading their kit. But which 
make should you go for, and how 
much do you need to spend? 

The consumer organisation 
Which? says most barbecues it tests 
are at the £300-£350 mark buta 
“best buy” is likely to cost just over 
£400 on average. However, Natalie 
Hitchins, its head of home products 
and services, says spending more 
won’t necessarily guarantee you 
better performance. She adds that 
the Argos one listed below is “quick 
to heat up and delivers a great 
smoky flavour and the perfect sear 
marks, so there’s no need to splash 
out unless you really want to”. 
Budget If you are looking for 
something super-low-cost and 
no-frills, B&Q has reusable charcoal 
barbecues starting at £12 (a £16 
model has 25% off until 6 June). 
Which? likes the Argos Home 


A Prosecco is a good choice if there 
are bigger numbers at your party 


Platinum prices 


How much did things cost in 1952? 


= ne 
@£1,891 The average price of a 
house, according to Nationwide. If 
it had risen in line with inflation, it 
would have been £38,255 in 2021, 
says the Bank of England. The 
current average price is £267,620. 
@ £1.63 The basic weekly state 
pension for a single person. 

Today it’s £141.85 a week. If it had 
increased in line with inflation, it 
would have been £32.98 in 2021. 

@ 2.7p The cost of a pint of milk. 
Last month it was 51p, according to 
the Office for National Statistics. 

@ 3.1p The cost of a loaf of white 
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: A An interior of agrocery shop in the 
: 1950s. A loaf of bread cost £3.1p in 

: 1952, compared with £1.15 in 2022 
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: bread. Last month it was £1.15. 

: @ £80 How mucha Murphy V200 
: television with a 12-inch screen 

: would have cost (1951 price). In 

: today’s (well, 2021’s) money that 

: would be £1,764. 

: @ £8.70 Average male full-time 

: weekly earnings, according to AJ 
: Bell. The average female worker 

: earned £4.60 a week. 


Table Top Oil Drum Charcoal BBQ, 
costing £30 (at the time of writing), 
saying it was “small but mighty”. 
Mid-range The Cadac Citi Chef 40 
FS (less than £200 in some shops) 
has scored wellin Which? tests. 
Fit for a queen Which? is keen on 
the Weber Spirit Classic E-210, 
calling it a “brilliant gas barbecue 
for beginners”. It’s not cheap - the 
recommended price is £609 - but 
you may be able to find it for less 
than that at some retailers. 


Bunting 
Bunting has become synonymous 
with summer parties and royal 
and sporting events. The auction 
site eBay says searches for jubilee- 
related items have soared over the 
past week. Inits celebrations and 
occasions category, two of the top 
three searches were for bunting. 
Aisha Cluitt, the content 
marketing manager at the arts and 
crafts retailer Hobbycraft, says: 
“Bunting is an iconic British party 
staple and is perfect for adding 
asplash of colour to your decor, 
whether it be a local street party 
ora garden get-together. Itis very 
easy to make yourself and can be 
reused time and again, making ita 
cost-effective piece of party decor.” 
Archer has suggestions for other 
ways to decorate: “I’ve stocked up 
on vintage floral plates, ateapot 
and cake stands from charity 
shops. Get the kids to decorate 
empty jam jars with Posca pens 
and fill with garden flowers as table 
decorations.” 
Budget Wilko is hard to beat 
when it comes to low prices on 


the high street. Its multicoloured 
jubilee paper pennant bunting - 
comprising 15 paper flags, some 
carrying the image ofa crown 

and the dates 1952-2022, plus 3.25 
metres of ribbon - is only £2. 
Mid-range How about bunting 
made by armed forces veterans? 
The Royal British Legion Industries 
Shop is selling bunting that comes 
in five-metre lengths. Featuring the 
official platinum jubilee logo and 
the union jack, the bunting - which 
includes 15 large pennants for 

each five metres - is “constructed 
from weather-resistant laminated 
paper material, designed to last the 
jubilee weekend”. It costs £12.99 for 
five metres, with a discount of up to 
40% when ordered in bulk. 

Fit for a queen John Lewis has been 
doing a roaring trade in its Talking 
Tables Right Royal Organic Cotton 
Bunting (£18). This reusable red, 
white and blue bunting is three 
metres long, handmade from 
sustainably sourced 100% cotton 
and washable. 

Make your own Putting together 
some bunting is easy and could 
prove a good way to fill some time 
during half-term. The cheapest and 
simplest option is to use paper or 

a pack of coloured card (£1 at The 
Works), a hole punch and some 
string. Cut out triangles and punch 
holes to push the string through. 
Simple coloured triangles look 
great, or you could decorate them 

- pictures of crowns or union jacks 
are an option if you want to go allin 
on the jubilee theme, or if you are 
celebrating with the neighbours, 
the name of your street could work. 
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Fantasy house hunt 
Homes close to cricket, 
as the England v New 
Zealand series looms 
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Premium bonds 


Millions of savers get a 


better chance of prizes 


NS&I has put extra cash 

into the winners’ pot, but 
soaring inflation is eroding 
holders’ cash more quickly. 
Rupert Jones does the sums 


here was good news 
this week for Britain’s 
21 million-strong 
army of premium bond 
holders: your chance 
of winning is about 

to increase. 

NS&I has announced that 
the premium bond “prize fund 
rate” - the proportion of the total 
amount invested paid out in prizes 
- is being upped from 1% to 1.4% 
next month. 

The news comes just before the 
65th anniversary of the day the 
number-generating machine Ernie 
created the first ever winners. 

When you buy premium bonds, 
you are entered into a monthly 
prize draw where you can win 
between £25 and £1m tax-free. The 
new higher prize fund rate means 
the odds of winning a prize with 
each £1 bond number will shorten 
to 24,500-1 from the current 
34,500-1. An estimated additional 
1.4m prizes will be paid out in 
June’s draw. 

But while the rejig will put 
money into the pockets of more 
savers, itis important to be aware 
of the big downside of premium 
bonds in the current climate. They 
don’t pay any interest and so are 
more vulnerable to inflation than 
other savings. 

In April, the official rate of 
inflation climbed to a 40-year 
high of 9%, and it looks likely to go 
even higher. 

“Ata time of low inflation, you 
may feel this is a small price to pay 
for the chance of a big win, [but] 
while inflation is running so hot, 
it means the spending power of 
your money is being eroded far 
more quickly,” says Sarah Coles, 
an analyst at investment firm 
Hargreaves Lansdown. “It means 
holding premium bonds comes ata 
higher cost.” 

The change has come in response 
toa series of Bank of England 
rate rises, which have pushed up 
savings rates across the board. 
Arate of 1.4% is higher than the 
interest some people will be getting 
on their savings. 

The number of £1m prizes is not 
changing - it is being kept at two 
a month. However, it is predicted 
there will be 10 £100,000 prizes in 
June, up from six in May, while the 
number of £50,000 prizes is going 
up from 11 to 19, the number of 
£25,000 prizes is going up from 24 
to 40, and the number of £10,000 
prizes will rise from 58 to 98. 

Many people will take the view 
that with savings rates so low 


they might as well have a bit of 

fun with their cash and hopefully 
win some of those prizes. Even 

the lowest £25 prize is much more 
interest than some people are going 
to get ina year from their savings 
accounts. And of course there is 
always the chance that you will 

win big. 

Something that will also 
provide comfort is the fact that 
premium bonds offer “100% capital 
security” because NS&l is backed 
by the Treasury. 

However, people need to 
appreciate that the prize fund 
rate is not the same as the returns 
you can expect, says Coles. “If 
you hold the bonds, you wor’t 
make 1.4%. Those with better- 
than-average luck will make 
more, and those with less luck 
can go decades without a win. In 
an average year, someone with 
£1,000 in the bonds will win 
nothing,” she adds. 

Soif you are looking for 
guaranteed returns or want a 
regular income, premium bonds are 
not the way to go. 

“Savers can still get a higher 
rate on easy-access savings, with 
acurrent top rate of 1.5%,” says 
Laura Suter at the investment 
platform AJ Bell. That rate is 
being offered by US bank Chase’s 
Saver account. However, to get 
access to this, you will first need 
to bank with Chase, which means 
holding, or opening, one ofits 
current accounts. 

If you are prepared to tie 
up your money ina fixed-rate 
savings bond, you can get more 
than 2%, according to the data 
provider Moneyfacts. 

Anyone aged 16 or over 
can buy premium bonds. The 
minimum investment is £25, and 
you can keep buying them until 
you reach the maximum holding 
of £50,000. 

You can manage your bonds 
online and by phone, and cash 
them in at any time without 
a penalty. 

You can find out whether you 
have been lucky in the prize draw 
by using the prize checker tool 
on the NS&I website or the prize 
checker app, or even by asking 
Alexa (you will need to enable the 
prize checker Alexa skill). 


A NS&1is to raise the percentage of 
its ‘prize fund rate’ from 1% to 1.4% 
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Car insurance 


Firms use loopholes 


to keep costs high 


for loyal customers 


It is banned from charging 
more for renewals than new 
deals, but the industry still 
has some tricks up its sleeve. 
Anna Tims investigates 


ar insurance premiums 
for renewing 
customers are up 
to double the price 
quoted to new ones 
despite a recent ban 
on so-called loyalty penalties, 
according to motorists who have 
contacted Guardian Money. 

One customer was informed that 
his renewal premium would be 
£368.74 but similar cover with the 
same firm was quoted at £215.22 on 
a price comparison website. When 
he complained his renewal price 
was revised down to £245. 

Since 1 January, insurers have 
been banned from overcharging 
loyal policyholders in order to fund 


discounts to attract new customers. 


According to the Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA), which 
implemented the ban, 6 million 
customers who stayed with their 
provider overpaid £1.2bn in 2018. 
It estimates that the new rules 
will save consumers £4.2bn over 
10 years. 

However, consumers who 
assume that the ban allows them 
to put their feet up without paying 
a price may be in for ashock. 
Loopholes in the new rules mean 
they may still end up spending 
more to renew an existing policy 
than to buy a new one from the 
same provider. Companies are still 
allowed to discriminate between 


new and existing customers 
depending on when and how they 
apply for a quote. 

Martin Lewis, the founder of 
MoneySavingExpert, says that 
while some loyal consumers will 
save money thanks to the new 
rules, they may struggle to work 
out if they are being charged fairly. 
“The [loopholes] mean there is 
wriggle room in the system, so it’s 
tough to pin down if insurers are 
playing games,” he says. 

Aspokesperson for the FCA 
says consumers should still shop 
around. They added: “We are using 
arange of tools to assess firms’ 
compliance, including thorough 
analysis of reporting data from 
firms, as wellas consumer and 
market intelligence.” 

There are several hidden factors 
that can increase the price for both 
new and existing customers. 


The ‘channel’ 

This is jargon for what method 
you use to apply for a quote. 
Achannel can bea call centre, 
walk-in premises, the insurer’s 
website or a price comparison 


‘The loopholes 

mean there is wriggle 
room in the system, 
so it’s tough to pin 


down if insurers are 
playing games’ 


Martin Lewis 
MoneySavingExpert 


‘Vv New car insurance customers 
continue to get better deals than 
loyal ones, despite new FCA rules 
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site. Insurers only have to ensure 
arenewal premium matches that 
quoted for a new customer if they 
apply for a like-for-like policy via 
the same channel that the existing 
customer used. 

If the renewing customer 
signed up via a call centre or 
the insurer’s own website, their 
premium is still likely to cost more 
than the same policy sold viaa 
comparison site. And firms are 
allowed to offer different rates to 
customers depending on which of 
the many comparison sites they 
use. This means that a consumer 
who took out car insurance via 
Moneysupermarket three years 
ago can be charged more to renew 
than anew customer buying the 
same policy on Confused.com. To 
ensure a renewal quote is fair, you 
would have to remember how you 
originally came by the policy and 
check the prices for new customers 
onthe same channel. 


The date 

The price match only applies to 
new quotes issued on the same day 
that a renewal quote is generated. 
It’s news to many consumers that 
premiums can fluctuate for new 
and existing customers depending 
on the date and the time of day 
they search for a quote. Typically, 


premiums rise the nearer it gets to 
the date you want cover to start. 
That is because insurers reckon that 
those who fly by the seat of their 
pants might be riskier on the road. 
However, early birds may also 
be shortchanged. A 2019 survey by 
MoneySavingExpert found that 
customers who renewed at the 
earliest possible moment, usually 
30 days before their policy expired, 
paid an average of £388 a year more 
than those who waited a week. 
According to the website, 24 days 
before renewal is the optimum 
time for a bargain and may save you 
almost 40%. 


The time 
The time of day that you hit the 
search engines could make a three- 
figure price difference. Prices rise 
and fall according to the number 
and demographic of people who 
have applied for quotes that day. 
Ifa firm has just signed up a lot of 
new drivers, it may raise the price 
for other new drivers to deter them. 
Evening searches tend to yield 
more expensive quotes than early 
morning searches and night owls 
seeking deals in the small hours 
could end up hundreds of pounds 
out of pocket as they may be 
perceived as wild-living insomniacs 
who are arisk behind the wheel. 


Add-ons 


2 


The FCA rules apply to like-for-like 
policies. Some loyal customers may 
accrue unrequested add-ons over 
the years without even realising it, 
and these are ultimately reflected 
in the renewal price. Check your 
existing policy to see whether perks 
such as driving abroad, personal 
accident and equipment cover are 
necessary to you before comparing 
the quote online. 


Other tricks 

The price of a premium is often 
based on apparently random 
factors anda few tweaks to an 
application could bring it down. 
Younger drivers, for instance, 

may sometimes benefit by adding 
an older driver to their policy. 
Insurers may take fright at some 
job titles but not other descriptions 
of the same role. One reader was 
quoted more when he chose 
dental surgeon from a dropdown 
menu than when he had described 
himself as a dentist, while 
illustrators seem to be considered 
less risky than artists. 

Lastly, make sure you are on 
the electoral roll. Insurers tend to 
use this for ID checking and if your 
absence makes that job harder 
they will charge you for itin the 
quote they give. 


Support the arts... 
buy atee 


Buy a charity t-shirt to improve access to music 


After a difficult two years for the arts, the Guardian is celebrating the return of 
Glastonbury by creating a custom designed t-shirt. Proceeds will go to Attitude is 
Everything, a charity who work alongside festivals and venues to improve access 
to music for deaf and disabled people. The t-shirt costs £29 and is produced by the 
sustainable and high-quality fashion brand, Everpress. 


To find out more, visit 


everpress.com/guardian 


At least 14% of the see le of each t-shirt will go to Attitude is Everything. Everpress will also be donating £1 of every sale to the 


chosen charity as part o 


their community pot initiative. 


Getian 
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In December last year I noticed 
that a Santander account had 
apparently been opened in my 
name by someone else. 

Icontacted Santander to alert 
it and it said it would investigate. 
Then in February of this year I 
saw a £15,000 loan had also been 
taken out in my name. AgainI 
alerted Santander and, again, it 
said it would investigate. 

When I went to get an offer in 
principle for a mortgage in March 
of this year I was told the loan 
was in arrears so I would not be 
able to get one. 

Icontacted Santander 
again and was told it was still 
investigating. I made a complaint 
about the length of time this 
process was taking and received 
a letter which apologised for 
the poor service I had received 
and offered £100 compensation 
which I did not accept. It also 
promised that my case would be 
reviewed urgently. 

As of today, I have received no 
further update from Santander 


and the arrears continue to ruin 
my credit file. Now the original 
bank account is also in arrears. 

In April, [raised a complaint 
with the Financial Ombudsman 
Service. It is incredible that 
Santander can take this long to 
investigate, uphold a complaint 
and then still take no action. 
AH, London 


This is a nightmarish tale. A 
fraudster made multiple attempts 
to open accounts in your name at 
different high street banks. You 
alerted Santander to this fraud only 
for the bank to fail to prevent a 
substantial loan being taken out in 
your name. 

After dragging its heels for 
months, Santander was quick to 
take action when we made contact 
on your behalf. 

It says it has a great deal of 
sympathy for everyone who 
falls victim to fraud. “We have 
reviewed this case and believe the 
customer was unfortunately the 
victim of application fraud so we 
have written off the debt, closed 
the current account, and are in the 
process of amending his credit file 


yp UN 


so there are no ongoing impacts 
from this unfortunate situation.” 

It is “very sorry for the delay” 
in responding to you and is giving 
you £500 as a gesture of goodwill. 
It comes with no strings so you can 
still pursue your complaint through 
the ombudsman, a course you are 
undecided upon. You hope now to 
be able to secure a mortgage and 
get on the property ladder with 
your partner. 


I bought tickets for Genesis’s The 
Last Domino tour at the 02 in 
London last year but because of 
Covid it was postponed twice. 


A Genesis play on The Last Domino 
tour, which was postponed twice 
PHOTOGRAPH: THOMAS COEX/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


After it was rescheduled a 
second time I decided to sell my 
tickets as for health reasons it was 
going to be difficult for me to go. 

Isold the tickets through the 
official seller AXS and was told 
the money would go into my 
nominated PayPal account within 
10 working days of the concert 
happening. That was in March. 
Nowit is two months later and I 
still have no cash. 

Ihave emailed and emailed 
(there is no number to call). ’ve 
tried the website’s live chat but 


get cut off. I’m at my wits’ end as to 
what to do next. 
DL, Bromley 


It was harder than it should have 
been for you to get your hands on 
the proceeds from the sale of the 
tickets. Despite AXS’s promise to 
offer a “simple customer journey” 
we had to go viaa circuitous route 
to find someone to sort this out. 

However, after we got through 
to customer services and raised 
a complaint in your name, AXS 
moved quickly. It thanked us 
for bringing the problem to its 
attention and contacted you 
directly to arrange the transfer of 
funds into your account. 

The hold-up was blamed on 
a mix-up with multiple email 
addresses although you are not 
convinced that this was the root 
cause and are frustrated that your 
attempts to contact AXS went 
unanswered. Nonetheless, you are 
thrilled to have your £169 back. 


We welcome letters but cannot answer 
individually. Email us at consumer. 
champions@theguardian.com or 
write to Consumer Champions, 
Money, the Guardian, 90 York Way, 
London N1 9GU. Please include a 
daytime phone number. Submission 
and publication of all letters is subject 
to our terms and conditions: http:// 
theguardian.com/letters-terms 
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Scroll less. Understand more. 


Tears, trolling and toast all before the morning rush 


Scan the OR code 
to sign up for free 


(and that’s just your social feed). So how about starting 
the day with a little more clarity? Introducing the new 


First Edition newsletter. A free, digestible email, 
that lands in your inbox every weekday at 7am. 
Shedding light on the day’s top stories. So, 


you can scroll less and understand 
the world a little more. 
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lacks How to 


improve your credit rating 


Understand your rating 


Before you start thinking about 
how to boost your credit rating, it’s 
important to understand exactly 
what it is and how it’s used. 

Banks and other lenders look 
at your credit score when they are 
deciding whether to agree to any 
application to borrow money - this 
could be in the form ofa loan or 
credit card, or if you are buying a 
new mobile phone contract. 

There are three main credit 
reference agencies in the 
UK: Experian, Equifax and 


TransUnion. They hold data about 
your financial history, such as any 
debts you already have, which is 
known as your credit report. 

This report is then used to 
generate a score to show your 
creditworthiness. Each agency has 
its own numbering system, but the 
higher the score the better, and the 
more likely you are to have your 
loan application accepted. 

Your score could also have 
an impact on how much money 
you can borrow and what rate of 
interest you are charged for it. 


Check reports... 


Read the report that each credit 
reference agency holds on you 


to make sure they are correct as 
mistakes could lower your score. 
They typically offer several 
ways, free and paid-for, to check 
your record. You can go to their 
website and request a free copy of 
your statutory credit report. 
There are several options 
for seeing your score for free. 
MoneySavingExpert’s Credit Club 
lets you access your Experian 
score. ClearScore will give you 
ascore based on information 
provided by Equifax. Subscribing 
to Credit Karma lets you see your 
TransUnion score. 
Paula Roche, the managing 
director of consumer solutions 
at Equifax UK, says: “Contrary 
to popular belief, checking your 


credit report will not change the 
score itself, so there’s no harm 
in taking a look, and it can be 
extremely empowering.” 


... and correct errors 


Common mistakes include having 
the wrong address on file or missing 
relevant information. 

If you spot a mistake, contact 
your lender to ask it to fix it. 

If that is unsuccessful, you can 
contact the credit rating agency 
to get it fixed or add anote to your 
report explaining that it’s an error. 


Borrow - carefully 


Acommon piece of advice to 
anyone trying to build up their 
credit rating is to get acredit card. 
While this helps to an extent, you 
need to be careful how you use it. 

Using a card responsibly shows 
that you are likely to repay other 
debts, which will boost your score. 

The most important thing is the 
credit limit you are given - ahigh 
maximum will appear on your 
credit file and signals that other 
lenders have already decided that 
you are a responsible borrower. 

But you also need to think 
about your credit utilisation - 
how much credit you are allowed 
to borrow and how much you 
actually use. If you’re givena 
credit card with a £1,500 limit, 
for example, you should stick toa 
self-imposed limit that is less than 
the maximum. 

Experian recommends only 
borrowing up to 30% of your limit. 
If you regularly max out your card, 
that suggests to other lenders that 
you are relying on borrowing for 
everyday spending, even if you pay 
it back each month. 

James Jones, the head of 
consumer affairs at Experian, says: 
“The lower [your credit utilisation] 
the better - itis a reflection of how 
reliant you are on that credit.” 

Regardless of how much you 
borrow, make sure you always 
repay it on time, otherwise you will 
be penalised. 


Register to vote 


Being on the electoral roll 
helps banks and other lenders 
confirm your identity. If you have 


Paula Roche 
Equifax 


recently moved home it makes 
sense to get on the register as soon 
as possible. You can do this online 
using the government’s register to 
vote service. 


Pay bills on time 


The way you use your current 
account will also show up on credit 
reports, as will things such as 
whether you pay your phone and 
energy bills on time. 

For example, it could affect your 
score negatively ifa direct debit 
or cheque bounces or you go into 
an unarranged overdraft because 
there’s not enough money in 
your account. 

“Just try to keep your account 
in order - we’re only interested 
in borrowing, so if you have gota 
positive account we won’t see that,” 
Jones says. 

To avoid any mistakes, consider 
planning your direct debits and 
standing orders to leave your 
account on or just after payday. 


Don't panic 


Even if you are financially 
responsible, sometimes life events 
mean you will struggle to make a 
payment or will miss a direct debit. 
You can add a note on to your credit 
report to explain why your score is 
low, but you’ll need to contact all 
three ratings agencies. 

Itis called a notice of correction 
and can be up to 200 words long, 
allowing you to give context such 
as falling behind on your payments 
because of redundancy or illness. 

This won’t boost your score 
but it does mean banks won’t 
automatically decline your credit 
application. Instead, they will 
manually assess it and consider 
whether to offer you aloan taking 
that context into consideration. 

You can remove the notice of 
correction at any time if you find 
you no longer need it. 


Book nowat theguardian.com/climate-crisis-course 
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Fantasy 

house hunt 
Homes near 
cricket grounds 


Compiled by Anna White 


> Leeds, Yorkshire 


This Grade II-listed Georgian 

pile covers 684 sq metres (7,362 

sq ft) with eight bedrooms, six 
bathrooms, acinemaroom, an 
orangery and a workshop carved 
out of astone-built piggery. Part of 
the house dates back to 1750, and it 
sits in 2.8 hectares (seven acres) of 
gardens. The immaculately mowed 
flat lawn in front of the property 
would make a fine wicket for 
garden cricket, being mindful of the 
deep sash windows - smashing one 
definitely counts as out. For a more 
professional display, Headingley 

is about 15 minutes’ drive away. 
Savills, 01904 617 821 


<Southborough, Kent 


Right on the common is this four- 
bedroom Victorian house. It looks 
out across the 28.7-hectare (71 
acres) parkland, which is also home 
to Southborough Cricket Club, 
with two teams in the Kent County 
Village League. The property was 
renovated in 2017 and rendered in 
white timber with weatherboard 
elevations under aslate roof. Inside 
there is a sitting room at the front 
with a bay window, a snug-cum- 
dining room and a country-style 
kitchen with a larder and utility 
room. There are two bathrooms 
and the fourth bedroom currently 
serves as a dressing room. 
Jackson-Stops, 01892 521 700 


<St John’s Wood, London 


The England cricket team lost the 2021-22 
Ashes series in Australia, were defeated inthe 
West Indies and their captain later resigned. 
After this buildup, the series against New 
Zealand starting on 2 Juneis set to be anail- 
biter. Test match purists can make the home 
of cricket their own and watch the drama 
unfold. This two-bedroom, two-bathroom 
apartment hasa balcony with views on to 
Lord's. The living room opens on toit, so you'll 
be perfectly positioned for diving behind the 
sofa ifit all gets abit much. Winkworth, 020 
7586 7001 


A Oval, London 


Holland Rise House stands tall 
among the Victorian terrace houses 
on Clapham Road. The modernist 
block was completed in 1967 and 
there is atwo-bedroom, split-level 
apartment for sale on the ninth and 
10th floor. Glazed doors slide back 
to reveal the balcony with views 
that stretch to the City and beyond. 
The Oval cricket ground is only half 
a mile away. The Modern House, 020 
3795 5920 


V Guildford, Surrey 


In the Weybrook Park 
development, just off the A3, 

there is aneat one-bedroom semi- 
detached house for sale. It is only 
two miles from the main railway 
station in the east of a county town 
with an array of sporting facilities, 
from the Spectrum leisure centre to 
Guildford Cricket Club. In August, 
Surrey will face Leicestershire ina 
50-overs cup match at the ground. 
Seymours, 01483 300 667 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Art, Antiques and 
Collectables tckiscs 


Objects of beauty around the home or office, whether for form or elegant function, add a richness to daily 
life. For modern or historic inspiration, this range of ideas revolves around the desire for the aesthetic 


Read more online! Visit checklists.co.uk and follow Ei ¥ © @checklistsocial 


Have you got a stamp or coin collection to sell? 
Getting an estimate is easy with Harmers of London 


HARMERS For over 100 years, Harmers Fo4 POSTAGE Ko4 


. : have been a leading 
O I | A ) N | 18) N collectables auction house 
and helped collectors 
around the world. Today, they maintain the 
highest standards of expertise, which were first 
set out by their founder over 100 years ago. 

They offer an unparalleled professional 
service to collectors and vendors, large and 
small, across two major collecting fields — 
philately and numismatics. 

Since 2018, Harmers of London have 
been part of the Bolaffi Auction Group, an 
international leading collectables business 
that specialise in stamps and coins. Bolaffi 
guarantee the preservation of Harmers values 
and the high-quality service that collectors 
expect from such an iconic name. 

The Bolaffi Auction 
Group, with offices 
inthe UK Italy © 
and Spain, f 


and contacts across the globe, offer the market 

an internationally focused approach while 
maintaining traditional values and an unwavering 
passion for philately and numismatics. 

Have something to sell? Get your free appraisal 
Harmers experts are available for a free and 
confidential valuation of your stamps and coins. 
Qualified specialists with significant experience in 
the sector and a constant presence on the market 
will be able to assist you in the best way. Working 
with Harmers of London you'll receive best-in- 
class service: a seamless, end-to-end consignment 
experience, from your initial online submission 
to the final payment and an extensive network of 

i = global specialists with deep market knowledge in 
f philately and numismatics. 


es ‘ Get a free valuation at 020 3409 1238 or email 
SS ; info@harmers.com and visit harmers.com to find out more. 


Painting wildlife with wool 


Nicky Heard is an award- 
winning wildlife artist and 
teacher based in Hampshire, 
using wool and other natural 
fibres on canvas to create 
detailed paintings. Her 
unusual technique stems 
from traditional needle 
felting onto canvas to replicate the effects of 
paint. The process involves using a needle 
to poke individual fibres through the canvas 
surface in layers to build up a tactile image. 


Wildlife’s beauty, biodiversity and importance 
inspires Nicky's paintings. She depicts everything 
from endangered species to ocean creatures and 
British wildlife. Her fascination with so many 
different animals presents challenges to sculpt the 
wool into a variety of textures to look like scales, 
skin, fur and glassy eyes. 

A lot of Nicky's work promotes conservation 
and love of wildlife, tributing species in danger of 
extinction such as the orangutan, Javan gibbon, 
Amur leopard and many others. 

As an emerging artist who began her business 
in 2019, a lot of effort goes into sustainability in 
Nicky's art practice and shop -— including plastic- 
free packaging, compostable bags, sourcing 
local materials and hand making a lot of her 
merchandise from home. Since the start of her 
journey as a full-time artist, Nicky has donated a 
portion of every original sale to WWF to contribute 
to wildlife conservation. 


Visit nickyheard.co.uk to view a gallery of work, book classes and visit her shop. 
Follow ©) Ei @NickyHeardArtist 


Worth £200! __ Enter 
(eae cae Smee 


checklists.co.uk/win/projekt26 


London-based art dealers PROJEKT 26 
are Polish poster specialists, with a 
passion for sharing the bold, beautiful 
graphics created under Communist rule. 
Add a soulful splash of colour and joy 

to your walls with an original vintage 
Polish poster or limited-edition print 
from their curated collection. 


Win a pair of 
limited-edition 
art prints 


here Visit projekt26.com 


projekt 
to shop the range. ; 


The best way to unbox your creativity 


Every month upcrate send out a mystery art 
supplies subscription box to art-loving people 
around the world. 

With every box, the theme changes to 
encourage subscribers to try different materials 
and styles and live out their creativity. It is time 
to get out of the daily grind and into art. 

With art-out-of-the-box, upcrate offer a 
complete package to expand your artistic 
horizons. From thematically matching art 
materials and paper, artwork and stickers to 
a magazine with instructions, 
upcrate deliver the starter 
package for beginners as well 
as providing new inspirations for 
professional artists. 

Get to know new styles and 
new artists. Become an artist 
yourself. With upcrate’s 
monthly online 
magazine, you'll 
learn all the tips and 
tricks for your own 
unique artwork. Good 
for you — the value of 
the box is much higher 
than the purchase price. 
If that’s not enough, it 
includes a how-to video 
made by professional 
artists in the genre. 


In addition, there are great 
challenges that encourage 
you to put your new skills to 
the test. Show your artwork 
a@ ne to the world, connect with the 
Sa 1 upcrate community of artists and 
= f f | win great prizes. 


Upecroite 


Visit upcrate.art or scan the QR code to get your first box and become 
the best artist within your own four walls. Awaken the artist in you and 
paint artworks you've never seen before. 


Restoring the past, preserving the future 


Farcroft Restoration Group are a family-run 
business with over half a century of experience 
in offering a complete restoration and 
conservation service. 

From fine art and furniture to musical 
instruments, clocks, antique weaponry, classic 
toys, books and memorabilia — if its valuable 
or valued then they can help to bring it back 
to its best. Whether it is cleaning the intricate 
workings of a clock or touching out damage 
to prestigious works of art, their craftspeople 
work with dedication and care to restore items 
to perfection. 

The team are also able to undertake 
specialist restoration work on items of 
renowned international importance and 
significance, including truly fine buildings 
of distinguished historic importance. From 


stonemasonry, woodworking and plastering to 
fine art, furnishings and collectables, the wide- 


ranging expertise within the team allows them to 
bring much-loved buildings, prized interiors and 
cherished possessions back to their best. 
Restoration is a secret art. The many hours 
of work that go into bringing an object or 
environment back to its best should be invisible to 
all but the most experienced eye. For this reason, 
they employ only the most skilled craftspeople. 
Don't hesitate to get in touch with the team to discuss 
the potential restoration of a treasured possession. 


WY 
FARCRADF I 


GROUP 


Visit the website farcroftgroup.com to find out more. Contact the team by email 
at enquiries@farcroftuk.com or call 01922 458555. 


Art, Antiques & Collectables Checklist is an independent spread of advertorial from Hurst Media Company. While every care is taken in ensuring that the content is in compliance with the Advertising Standards Authority and The UK Code of Non-Broadcast Advertising and Direct & 
Promotional Marketing (CAP Codes), the publishers assume no responsibility in the effect rising therefrom, and readers are advised to seek professional advice before acting on any information. 
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Eclectic Gallery 
represented in Venice 


Eclectic Gallery is a fine art gallery at the heart of 
Fitzrovia. The team are excited to announce that 
this year the gallery is represented by two artworks 
—asculpture by Seong-Gu Lee and a painting by 
Johnny Morant - at the Personal Structures 
exhibition in Venice. 

The works are displayed at the 
Palazzo Bembo, a 15th century 
mansion on the Grand Canal, next 
to the iconic Rialto Bridge. The 
exhibition is organised by the 
European Cultural Centre 


N 


MENT 


The Royal Mint's 
first independent 
consignment auction 


This June, The Royal Mint will hold their first 
independent consignment auction. In the 
year that Her Majesty The Queen marks her 
Platinum Jubilee, they are celebrating great 
leaders from across the world and British 
monarchs that have made coinage collectable. 
With more than 1,100 years of experience, you 
can trust them to authenticate, value and sella 
coin or collection on your behalf. 

Rebecca Morgan, head of collector services 


and is running from 23 April to 
27 November 2022, coterminous 
with the Venice Biennale. 


at The Royal Mint, says: “This is an exciting 
development for us, and we've already hada 
lot of customer interest. As we are marking Her 
Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year, 
our first independent consignment auction 


European 
Cultural 
Centre 


has a royal theme, featuring coins from the reigns 
of Britain's most prominent monarchs. Since Her 
Majesty is Britain’s longest reigning monarch, 

the coins of Queen Elizabeth II will undoubtedly 
feature in the auction and are the perfect way to 


The gallery can be found at 16 Newman Street, 
London, W1T 1PB. Visit eclecticgallery.co.uk 
or email info@eclecticgallery.co.uk 


CO 


ECLECTIC GALLERY 


The luxury watch specialists 


At Pride & Pinion, they are proud to say they 
are the only boutique on the island of Ireland 
specialising exclusively in luxury watches. 
Their expert team are well-versed in every 
aspect of the watch industry, from curating 
their private collections and locating rare 
pieces, to the maintenance and refurbishment 
of luxury timepieces. 

Pride & Pinion patrons range 
from the curious, wishing to 


celebrate her achievements as we look back at the 
coins of her 70-year reign. We will also be holding 
a webinar before the auction which will take an in- 
depth look at the royal portraits used on coinage.” 
If you have a coin or coins you are looking to 
sell, an auction can often be the best way to find 
the right buyer. The Royal Mint's regular auctions 
provide a great opportunity to offer your coins to 
a large buying audience. Selling in a Royal Mint 
auction can help make sure you get a fair price 
for your coins while being confident they are 
going to a good new home. Get in touch with their 
experienced auction team today to see how easy 
consigning to The Royal Mint auctions is. 


For more information, visit royalmint.com/consignments 


explore the world of watches with 
a modest budget, to celebrated 
and influential figures in the 
world of sport, business, and 
culture, prepared to tap into the 
full potential of the market. They 
provide a range of services to fit 
your exact needs, from buying 


and selling, to servicing and 
sourcing. You'll find their 

team dependable, trustworthy, 
and unmatched in knowledge 


and expertise. 
NZ 


PRIDE & PINION 


To get in touch, please contact enquiries@prideandpinion.com or 
call 07920 000412. Telephone, Zoom or boutique appointments 
can made by visiting prideandpinion.com for more information. 


Silver City - 500 years of Portsmouth’'s history 


A major exhibition of beautiful silver objects 
opens at Portsmouth Museum and Art Gallery 
this weekend. The exhibition will run from 28 
May 2022 to 26 February 2023. It's a once-in-a- 
lifetime chance to see these rare and wonderful 
objects gathered together for the first time. 

Included in the exhibition will be 
Portsmouth’s civic silver collection, objects 
loaned by the Royal Navy Trophy Fund, the 
city’s Anglican Cathedral and the Company 
of Goldsmiths. 

Highlights include: 

« Amodel of HMS Victory, made using 
copper from the ship and plated in silver, 
given to the city by the Portsmouth 
Command of the Royal Navy in 1965 

¢ The Bodkin Cup made in 1525 and the 
earliest piece of civic silver. 

This exhibition has been funded by the 
Silver Society, Company of Goldsmiths, Paul 
Mellon, National Lottery Heritage Fund and 
Portsmouth City Council. 


Free admission, to find out more visit 
portsmouthmuseum.co.uk 


Win a full online sketching course 


o.uk/win/sketchaway 


Discover Janet 
Brady’s online sketch- 


Worth £200! 
booking mastery. With 


Sketchaway5, born out 


of lockdown, Janet shares the skills she has 
mastered from 20 years of teaching at Brambles 
Art Retreat. Five modules and 10 teaching 
videos focus on core skills needed to create 
beautiful sketchbooks. Plan interesting page 
layouts, learn skills necessary to enjoy positive 
sketching and embellish your drawings with 
words and research. 

Each video lasts 30 to 50 minutes, and is fully 
accessible to pause and replay. Each module is 
followed-up with exercises and feedback. 

Overcome the fear of a daunting blank page and 
rescue mistakes. Learn to look using measuring 


eeeeaeeeeeeaeneren 


and negative space and create pleasing compositions. 
Learn about mark-making and scale and add energy 
and flare. Bring colour to your sketchbook - mix and 
layer using transparent watercolour and bring fresh 
bright colours to your sketches. 

Each module builds to fully equip you to create 
your own wonderful sketchbooks about nature, 
holidays, research, wildlife, or any other theme. 


Visit sketchaway.co.uk and bramblesartretreat.com to find out more. 


Maybury Guitars offer a unique collaboration experience between luthier and 

customer that results in a bespoke, handcrafted electric guitar. Based in Surrey, 

but working with customers worldwide, Maybury Guitars excel in creating 

one-off guitars that reflect Maybury’s ethos of wood, tone and nostalgia. 
Commission builds allow customers to choose the woods, hardware 

such as tuners and pickups, as well as the finish, body style and scale length. 
Part of the magic of working with Maybury’s luthiers is that they are 

as invested and driven to build your dream guitar as you are to see it 

come to fruition. 


Commission your own custom-built guitar 


If you are interested in having your 
own Maybury Guitar built, or would 
like to know more, please visit 
mayburyguitars.co.uk or follow 
@mayburyguitars 


To advertise with Art, Antiques & Collectables Checklist, please call Hurst Media Company on 0203 478 6017 
Please visit checklists.co.uk/competitions-terms-and-conditions for full terms and conditions 
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and always 
delivers 


Do you live within the M25? 

Choose home delivery with any of our subscription packages. 
You'll enjoy page after page of quality journalism ready to read 
in time for breakfast. 


Prices below are monthly. 
Package Subscription rate 
Every day £69.99 

Monday to Saturday £59.99 

Weekend £27.99 

Saturday £17.99 

Sunday £17.99 


If you live outside the M25 
Sign up to Deliver My Newspaper and they'll find a local 
business to deliver your chosen subscription package for 


free for six weeks. 
fo” & 
delivermynewspaper.co.uk 


GdGian TheQObserver 


Full T&Cs apply. For full Guardian subscription terms and conditions, visit theguardian.com/subscription/terms. For Deliver My Newspaper terms and conditions, please refer to delivermynewspaper.co.uk 
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Kakuro 


Codeword 


Fillthe grid so that each block adds up to the total in the box above or to 
the left of it. You can only use the digits 1-9 and you must not use the same 
number twice in a block. 


INININES ENNIS 


Crack the code to fillin the crossword grid. Each letter of the alphabet makes 
at least one appearance in the grid and is represented by the same number 
wherever it appears. A number of letters have been decoded to help with the 
identification of other letters and words in the grid. 
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Suguru Train tracks 


Time 
on your 


Fillthe grid so that each square 

in an outlined block contains a 
digit. A block of 2 squares contains 
the digits 1 and 2, a block of three 
squares contains the digits 1, 2 and 
3, and so on. No same digit appears 
in neighbouring squares, not even 
diagonally. 


Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to 
village B. The numbers indicate how many sections of 
rail go in each row and column. There are only straight 
rails and curved rails. The track cannot cross itself: 


13 4 3 3 6 7 4 


hands? 
Stay 
connected 
and keep 
intouch 
with your 
friends with 
our new 
Puzzles 
mobile app 


You can 
access more 


than 15,000 
crosswords and 
sudoku and 
solve puzzles 
online together. 
Download 

The Guardian 


Puzzles app and 
try it for free 


now. 
theguardian. 
com/ 


puzzlesapp 
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Word wheel 


Find as many words as possible 
using the letters in the wheel. Each 
must use the central letter and at 
least two others. Letters may be 
used only once. You may not use 
plurals, foreign words or proper 
nouns. There is at least one nine- 
letter word to be found. TARGET: 
Excellent-16. Good-14. Average-10. 
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Puzzles 


Quick crossword No 16,242 

Across Down 
1 Highly skilled (12) 2 Lost control (when under pressure) 
9 Old saw (5) (7) 


10 Take a pew (3,4) 

11 Uninterrupted filming sequence (4) 

12 Laterally (8) 

14 Golfer’s assistant (6) 

15 Cleric with a crook? (6) 

18 Player who pulls out all the stops? 
(8) 

20 Ingredients cook breaks (4) 

22 Person with an older and more 
experienced mentor (7) 

23 Uninterrupted (5) 

24 It keeps nasty things at bay — my 
minute mess (anag) (6,6) 


3 Heated kitchen environment? (4) 
4 Anise-flavoured French aperitif (6) 
5 Brave (8) 
6 Commotion (informal) (3-2) 
7 Sweet roll with toppings or fillings 
(from Copenhagen?) (6,6) 
8 What’s done (and cannot be 
undone) (4,8) 
13 Irish nationalist party (4,4) 
16 Sanitary practices (7) 
17 Evaluate (6) 
19 Melancholy (5) 
21 Services that can’t be sent back (4) 


Yesterday's 
Quick crossword 


Solution No 16,241 
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Stuck? For help call 0906 200 83 83. Calls cost £1.10 
per minute, plus your phone company's access charge. 
Service supplied by ATS. Call 0330 333 6946 for 
customer service (charged at standard rate). 

Want more? Get access to more than 4,000 puzzles at 
theguardian.com/crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
www.guardianbookshop.com or call 0330 333 6846. 


Sandwich sudoku Chris Maslanka 
Solutions 
Medium 1 Suppose n/(n - q) =k, where k : compatible with (F, s) = (14, 14). : leafare 
is a positive integer. Then (n - q)/ : Now two farmers have the same : both 
Place the digits (n-q)+q/(n-q)=k=1+q/(n-q). | numberoflegsas asheep; so we : hinged 
from 1-9 ineach Then q/(n - q)=k-1. The reason : (F,s)+(-2,+1)willhavethesame =: dissections 
row, column and for this rearrangement, as Candy : number of legs. To be explicit: : ofthe 4 
3x3 block. explained, is that qisa fixed (given) : (F,s) =(12, 15), (10, 16), (8, 17), (6, : square, 
The clues outside number and nisa variable. Then 18), (4, 19), (2, 20) and (0, 21) is the hinges 
the grid show (n-q)isanintegerlessthanqand =: ashort but compendious list of : being 
the sum of the must bea factor of it. For there to : possibilities with 84 legs. Aswego =: attop 3 
numbers placed be only two solutions, q must be : fromonesolutiontothenextone : rightand 
between the1and a prime (In general if one of the : inthe list the number of legs for : lower left 
9 in that row or factors is f, then n = q[(1 + f)/f)].). : (s, F)is 6 less than for (F, s). 84 - 48 


column. 


2 0 3 


12 0 12 0 14 30 


A prime q has only two factors: A 
prime q has only two factors: 1& q. 
Iff=1,n=q(1+1)/1=2q;iff=q,n= 
1+q. (More directly: putn- q=m; 
then n/(n-q) = (m+q)/m =1+ q/m...) 
2 Two farmers, 20 sheep giving 

84 legs; two sheep and 20 farmers 
would have 48 legs. [Given a sheep 
and a farmer regarded together 
have 6 legs, the number of legs (84) 


: = 36;so6movesalong the list are 

: necessary to get the number down 
: to 48. [Going from one solution to 

: the next the change is (-2, 1); the 

: reversal is (1, -2) corresponding to 

: achange in leg total of 2(1) - 4(-2) = 
: -6.]So: 2 shepherds and 20 sheep. 

: 3 Cutas shown and reassemble. 

: Both finished shapes, of course, 

: tessellate. Note that the axe and 


: vertices. 


: Wordplay: Wordpool c), d), d); 

: EPU REPUTATION; Same 

: Difference CURTAIL, CURTAIN; 

: Cryptic ADO, KEEP MUM, ARSON 

: (PARSON -> ARSON); Missing Links 
: a) sick/bay/leaf b) pepper/mint/ 

: sauce c) stone/wall/paper 

: d) patchy/cloud/cover e) hair/piece/ 
: work f) nest/egg/cup 


ACROSS 


for your business (10) 


Work hard, insure easy. 


Search AXA Business Insurance 


AXA Business Insurance provides it, starts with ‘P’ 


AXA Insurance UK Plc is authorised and regulated by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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UK and Ireland Noon today Forecast | AroundtheUK 
zs % : London 
Sunny Mist Fog 3 # Low PSY) High Lows and highs Precipitation Air pollution 
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A ) Birmingham 
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Heavy snow Ice - Carbon ~ 
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Thundery rain J : Cardiff 
25 Daily atmospheric CO2 
& 20 readings from Mauna Loa, ia 
Hawaii (ppm): . ee e ee 
Thundery showers 45 Latest 9 17 5% Low 
® # 26May2022 42137 | Newcastle 
1 ‘i > Weekly average ps 
— ; e oe e 
- 15May2022 _ 420.97 6 14 5% Low 
6 27May2021 419.35 
> 29 -10 27May2012 397.06 | Penzance 
é 2 =15 Pre-industrial base 280 
Wind speed, — Windy 20 Sofelevel 350 u=D> @ e oe 
mph The Channel Islands ————~ aa cet NOAASESAL 11 17 0% Low 
e 
Atlantic front Weather tracker Around the world 
Extremely hot and mostly sunny -Q: Algiers Lisbon 
conditions have been experienced & Ams'dam Madrid 
across southern Europe this week. JO: Athens JO Malaga 
Parts of Spain have had record- ©: Auckland , Melb'rne 
breaking temperatures for May, B Aires 2, Mexicoc 
with Jaén in Andalucia recording Bangkok Miami 
Add 40.3C (104.5F) on 20 May. In nearby Barcelona > Milan 
Cold front Andujar, temperatures exceeded <Q: Basra 2 Mombasa 
Leaaeas 42C two days ina row. A, Beijing 22 Moscow 
Warm front Intense heat also affected ® Berlin 5: Mumbai 
northern Africa, with Sidi Slimane @® Bermuda N Orleans 
——— in Morocco experiencing its hottest | & Brussels D, Nairobi 
Occluded front day in recorded history, reaching > Budapest Bor New Delhi 
soecsesss 45.7C. Although one particular & Chagen > New York 
Trough weather event cannot be directly 2Q& Cairo ®, Oslo 
attributed to the climate crisis, © Cape Town Ds Paris 
scientists believe the severity and > Chicago <Q; Perth 
© © Source: © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Times are local UK times + « ] 10: Corfu &s Prague 
High tides Sun & Lighting duration of heatwaves are expected O = a 
to increase in response toa hotter > Dakar DY Reykjavik 
Moon up global climate. & Dhaka &, RiodeJ 
Elsewhere in Europe, strong &, Dublin &> Rome 
Aberdeen 0056 3.8m 1303 3.9m London Bridge 0108 6.6m 1338 6.7m Belfast 2145 to 0459 storms swept across the north- con) Florence <Q, Shanghai 
Avonmouth 0637 12.2m 1859 12.2m Lossiemouth 1124 3.7m 2355 3.7m Birm’ham 2115 to 0453_ west last Friday, generating IO: Gibraltar > Singapore 
Barrow 1059 8.6m 2324 8.5m Milford Haven 0542 6.4m 1804 6.3m Brighton 2100 to 0455 powerful winds, rain, hail, and H Kong ® Stockh'm 
Belfast 1048 3.3m 2311 3.2m Newquay 0435 6.3m 1657 6.3m Bristol 2113 to 0503 even tornadoes. One tornado swept ; Harare &, Strasb’g 
Cobh 0454 3.8m 1717 3.8m North Shields 0301 4.6m 1508 4.7m Carlisle 2133 to 0443 through the city of Paderborn in Helsinki ®s Sydney 
Cromer 0616 4.5m 1814 4.7m_| Oban 0519 3.5m 1731 3.5m Cork _2139t00523._ | western Germany, where 43 people | :O 'stanbul 205 Tel Aviv 
Dover 1058 6.1m 2310 6.3m Penzance 0408 5.1m 1631 5.0m Sunrises Dublin 2138 to 0506 were injured asaresult of flying ; Jo’burg & Tenerife 
Dublin 1125 3.8m 2351 3.7m Plymouth 0509 5.0m 1733 5.1m Sun sets 2103 Glasgow 2145 to 0444 debris, with roofs blown away and K Lumpur <Q: Tokyo 
Galway 0442 4.6m 1702 4.7m Portsmouth 1058 4.3m 2323 4.5m Moon rises 0359 Harlech 2126 to 0501 trees downed. Localised heavy K’mandu &, Toronto 
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Made with 

spices, flour and 
sustainable power 


WADE CBE, FOUNDER, ISLAND DELIGHT, BIRMINGHAM 


Island Delight have reduced their 
energy costs with our support by 
installing solar panels and switching 
to LED lighting, allowing them to 
make their sustainably-produced 
patties more profitable. 
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~ |Forhowlongwillthe US keep 
sacrificing the lives ofits young? 


The great appeal of America 

to the world was its promise of 
possibility. It presented itself 

as Virgin territory, atabularasa 
where a society could form 
anew, [ree of the past, and 
where individuals might do the 
same, reinventing themselves, 


renewing themselves, starting over. It was amyth, are people. It was Uvalde this week, but last week it 
J onathan of course: it took no account of those people who was Buffalo, where another 18-year-old walked into 
were already there, and whose lives and lands were a supermarket and killed 10 people: his animus was 


Freedland 


taken, or of those who had been brought to America in directed at black people rather than children, but 
shackles. But it was a powerful myth all the same, one his method was the same. 


whose grip on the global imagination lives on: witness Each time, the satirists at the Onion bring out the 
the success of the stage show Hamilton in seducing same headline: “‘No way to prevent this, says only 
yet another generation into the romance of anew nation where this regularly happens.” The joke gets 


world and its revolutionary creation. at something critical and curiously un-American: 
But now we see something else: a country a debilitating form of fatalism. 

uniquely burdened with the dead weight of its past, After Uvalde, I spoke to several seasoned 

and therefore powerless either to deal with a danger Washington hands, asking if the horror of this latest 

in its present or to make a better future. The land massacre might at last prompt action. No, was the 

of possibility stands paralysed, apparently unable reply. Of course, each side makes the same ritual 


to make even the smallest change that might save 

the lives of its young. The evidence came again this 
week in the Texan town of Uvalde, where an 18-year- 
old walked into an elementary school and killed 19 
children, aged between eight and 10, and two of their 
teachers. It was the 27th school shooting in the United 
States this year, and it’s not yet June. 

There are so many stats like that. In the US, 109 
people die of gun violence every day. There have been 
more mass shootings in the US in 2022 than days of 
the year. There are more guns in America than there 


moves. Democrats deliver stirring, even heartbreaking 
speeches. Republicans then accuse Democrats of 
“politicising” tragedy, preferring instead to offer 
“thoughts and prayers” to the victims, before 
suggesting every possible remedy except the obvious 
one: this week we had Republican senator Ted Cruz 

of Texas demand an end to the menace of unlocked 
back doors in schools. Not one of them will so much as 
entertain the idea of, you know, making it 


a tiny bit harder for a disturbed teenager to 
get hold ofa military grade assault weapon. 
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For how long will the US keep 
sacrificing the lives of its young? 
Jonathan Freedland 


€ Continued from front 


The easy explanation for this refusal 
O> toact is money, specifically the cash 
put in the hands of pro-gun politicians 
by the National Rifle Association (whose annual 
convention, addressed by Donald Trump, is going 
ahead this weekend in Houston, Texas, with the 
massacre in Uvalde deemed no reason to reschedule). 
But that is too pat. The NRA has been weakened by 
aslew of recent scandals, yet Republican politicians 
still refuse to pass even the mildest gun safety 
measures. The glum truth is that it’s not a lobby 
organisation that has ahold on them so muchas pro- 
gun voters, who have concluded that if a politician 
dares suggest, say, the massively popular move of 
requiring universal background checks - looking for 
arecord of instability or past violence before selling 
someone an AR-15 - they have taken the first step 
towards government confiscation of citizens’ guns. 
That, of course, is seen as an unconscionable 
violation of the American constitution’s second 
amendment, which enshrines the right to bear 
arms. Never mind that no Democrat is advocating 
anything like the action Britain or Australia took 
after mass shootings, all but banning guns, and never 
mind that it’s hard to believe that the framers of 
the constitution were intent on allowing unhinged 
teenagers access to weapons that could kill en masse 
and in seconds. That slippery slope argument, 
combined with the sacred status accorded to the 
second amendment and the constitution itself, has 
immobilised Republican politicians. 


heir opposition matters because they 

have far more say than the number 

of votes that they win might suggest. 

Under the US system, every state gets 

two senators, no matter how many 

or how few people live in that state. 

It means mainly white, mainly rural 

states with few voters - but strong 
views on guns - exercise an effective veto on more 
populous, more diverse, more urban states, whose 
tens of millions of voters are desperate for gun safety 
measures. That’s why even the modest proposals that 
followed the Sandy Hook school massacre of 2012 died 
in the Senate. And that’s why so many feel fatalistic 
about the prospects of change, resigning themselves 
to another massacre and then another. 

Some try to keep the fatalism at bay, insisting 
that with the NRA weak, nowis the time to strike. 
They propose a march on Washington of a million 
parents and their children. Or a consumer push to 
demand the Republicans’ corporate donors withhold 
their cash until the party acts on guns. Or maybe 
even international pressure, with foreign leaders 
raising gun violence with their US counterparts the 
way they’d raise human rights abuses with China. 
The US Senate banned assault weapons back in 1994 
(before allowing the ban to expire a decade later): 
if they did it once, they can do it again. 

But those defiant voices are in the minority. 

Most believe that the state of America’s politics has 
condemned the US to suffer a fate the rest of the 
democratic world has avoided. Beyond the mortal 
threat that represents to Americans, that despair, 
that sense that political effort is futile and that 
change is impossible, endangers US democracy 
and the country’s very sense of self. 

That it arises out of the constitution - its second 
amendment and its design of the Senate - is a bitter 
irony. The whole point of the American revolution 
enshrined in that document was to forge asociety 
that could make the world anew, able to adapt to 
the present unbound by the strictures of the past. 

In the words of the great English-born revolutionary 
Thomas Paine, who argued that circumstances 
always changed from one generation to the next: 
“As government is for the living, and not for the 
dead, it is the living only that has any right in it” 
Today’s America is sacrificing the living in the name 
of the dead of two centuries ago. It is betraying its 
founding ideal. It is offering up its young to placate 
ghosts from atime long gone. 
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Australian elections 


Labor needs to go big in 
office to deal with the 
climate emergency 


In his victory speech on election night last Saturday, 
Labor’s Anthony Albanese promised to turn Australia 
into a “renewable energy superpower” and end a 
decade of “climate wars”. This was good news. Under 
rightwing Coalition governments - an enduring 
alliance between the Liberal and National parties - 
Australia was seen as a climate pariah on the world 
stage. The new prime minister will have to do very 
little to raise his country’s standing. 

Froma global perspective, Mr Albanese’s most 
important policy is to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
43% by 2030 compared with 2005 levels. Mr Albanese’s 
goal is not as ambitious as the UK’s or the EU’s. But it 
is a marked improvement on the last government and 
will be well received in neighbouring Pacific nations 
tired of seeing existential threats from rising sea levels 
dismissed in Canberra. The Coalition government 
led by Scott Morrison promised that Australia 
would reach net zero by 2050, which at best would 
have seen a 28% cut in climate-altering emissions 
by the end of the decade. But significantly there 
were no new policies under that administration to 
meet this distant objective. 

On climate, Labor offered reform, not revolution, 
to Australian voters. This modest approach was 
born of bitter experience. The party went down to 
a surprise defeat in 2019. In that election Labor’s 
bold environmental policies were successfully 
demonised by Coalition adversaries. This time, the 
new prime minister was more cautious. Labor has few 
specific policies about how to reduce emissions from 


farming. Mr Albanese offered only slightly more 
onerous targets for decarbonising industry than 
Mr Morrison. It is true that he has some big ideas. 
Labor’s flagship policy of a public corporation to 
invest $20bn (£11bn) in modernising the electricity 
grid - and unlocking renewable energy supplies 

- is striking but unlikely to make the change 

that is needed without controversial policies 

such as carbon pricing. 

For the rest of the world, Labor’s general lack of 
ambition is not good enough. Neither should it be 
for Australians, who have experienced bushfires, 
floods, drought and bleaching events on the Great 
Barrier Reef. Mr Albanese’s policy puts him on 
course to meet the 2016 Paris agreement goal of 
keeping temperature rises to 2C compared with 
preindustrial levels. But the world has moved on. 
Cop26 saw leaders pledge to limit global heating 
to 1.5C. If Mr Albanese wants to host Cop29 in 
2024, he will have to adopt the more aggressive 
emission reduction plans of the Greens and 
the “teal” independents, whose rise shows the 
environment is not just a leftwing cause. 

Mr Morrison lost for doing too little, rather 
than too much, on climate. He hid behind claims 
that Australia was responsible for just 1% of 
global carbon dioxide emissions. If fossil fuel 
exports are included, Australia is behind 4% of 
global greenhouse gases. The country has more 
than 100 new gas and coal mining projects in 
the pipeline. Ending its dependence on coal 
for electricity generation by 2030, says Climate 
Analytics, is the most important contribution 
Australia could make to global efforts to limit 
global heating to 1.5C. Labor’s plans for the natural 
gas industry, a powerful lobby within the party, 
remain opaque. Mr Albanese’s government must 
find ways for communities that currently benefit 
economically from fossil fuels to benefit similarly 
from renewables. If it succeeds, it will earn the 
country’s - and the world’s - gratitude. 


The tax system 


It’s time we taxed wealth 
more and better. It’s time 
for aland value tax 


Even if you live hundreds of miles from Paddington 
or Stratford, you may know that London has just 
opened a vast and shiny new rail line. Once the 
100km track is all joined up, a banker flying into 
Heathrow will be able to take one train directly into 
Canary Wharf, while a resident of Southall will be able 
to visit relatives in Seven Kings without ever having 
to change carriages, let alone lines. 

Amid all this wizardry, some aspects of the 
Elizabeth line remain reassuringly true to the finest 
traditions of British infrastructure. Naturally enough, 
itis years over deadline and billions above budget. But 
one innovation especially worth highlighting lies not 
in its engineering but its economics. A big chunk of 
the cash for building came from businesses along the 
route. Through a special extra tax, sometimes called 
the Crossrail supplement, bigger companies stumped 
up over £4bn of the £19bn project. The principle 
for the levy is asimple one: the businesses along 
the line will benefit from increased customers and 
easier commutes for employees. 

It sounds straightforward. It is straightforward. 

So why is the principle so rarely applied to our taxes? 
Over a century ago, Boris Johnson’s hero Winston 
Churchill argued: “Roads are made, streets are made, 
services are improved, electric light turns night into 
day, water is brought from reservoirs a hundred miles 
offin the mountains - and all the while the landlord 
sits still ... he renders no service to the community, 


he contributes nothing to the general welfare, he 
contributes nothing to the process from which 

his own enrichment is derived.” It was a rousing 
call for a land value tax, alevy to capture rising land 
prices, and over the decades it has been supported 
by eminent economists and taken up in various 
forms in cities across the globe, from Australia 

to eastern Europe. 

In the UK, Whitehall reviews have chewed over 
the issue, but still there has been no significant 
progress. Although the Crossrail supplement is a 
partial acknowledgment of the arguments fora 
land value tax, it is no such thing. The result will 
be a huge loss of potential gains for the public 
purse. At the south-eastern terminus of the new 
Elizabeth line stands Abbey Wood station, which 
is now just 20 minutes from the City, as opposed to 
the previous journey time of three-quarters of an 
hour. Unsurprisingly, developers and investors have 
rushed into the area, doubling local property prices 
over the past decade. Across London, the average 
rise has been closer to 55%. 

And yet those huge unearned gains will go 
almost untaxed, depriving ministers of being able 
to claim they have funds to build more rail lines. 
Another example is HS2, now projected to cost 
the public more than £100bn and to push up land 
values all along the route - yet with no levy to claw 
back any of those gains. 

Our current tax system rewards a landlord more 
than a doctor. We need to shift towards taxing 
wealth more and better; to that end, existing taxes 
on property often fail. Council tax is based on 
bricks and mortar rather than land, and is based on 
property values in 1991. A tax on land values would 
bea levy on something that cannot run away or 
be sheltered in some island haven, and would also 
deter hoarding by developers. And it would help 
build a much better public realm. 
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or followers of British politics, this 
week was probably best understood 
in terms of quantum physics. For the 
past six months, the prime minister 
and his cabinet explained that they 
couldn’t comment on the Partygate 
scandal because they were waiting for 
the Sue Gray report. Then, the very 
day that report was published, they explained it was 
in the past now and it was time to move on. 
I know what you’re thinking: then WHEN?! 
When was the permitted moment to get some actual 
accountability?! Well, scientists estimate that there 
were four picoseconds of liminal time on Wednesday 
when lawbreaking by lawmakers was an appropriate 
subject on which to challenge said lawmakers. It was 
hoped some challengers would be able to enter this 
witching moment without getting drawn into a black 
hole, and somehow extend the moment to try to 
work out what the hell the answers were. 
A version of this device was used on an episode 
of Stargate once, and would probably only need 
minor adjustment for Westminster. But in fact, the 
window of opportunity - the window of “taking 
responsibility” - closed before it had even opened. 
Or to put it another way: if you’ve been sitting in your 
metaphorical cop car staking out Downing Street for 
six months, you now have jack shit to show for it bar 
severe doughnut-induced arterial hardening. AndI 
should probably tell you that while you were waiting, 
like a coiled Krispy Kreme, the government junked its 
obesity strategy, so... thoughts and prayers. Oh and 
just yesterday afternoon, the prime minister changed 
the ministerial code so ministers accused of breaking it 
- eg him - don’t have to resign. Shitfinger strikes again! 
There has been an increase in the number of Tory 
MPs who’ll say publicly that a prime minister breaking 
his own laws at a time of widespread national distress 
is abit of a dealbreaker. But a fascinating number still 
cling to Johnson. They’re not parasites, biologically 
speaking. They lack the drive ofa flatworm, much 
less the root-for-me resourcefulness of the sort of 
alien you might expect to see protruding from a prime 
ministerial chest cavity. No, think of them more asa 
huge barnacle community living on the underside of 
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4 4 The Tory 
backbenchers 

who support him 

are not parasites, 

biologically speaking. 

They lack the drive 

ofa flatworm 


a whale. Unfortunately, the rest of us only get this 
clear a view of who’s on board when the whale has 
done something perhaps fatally unfortunate, like 
swim up the Thames, or explain why its lady petrol- 
fuelled leaving speech was more important than 
your mother’s lonely death. 

Anyway. The things Boris Johnson says to the 1922 
Committee are far more revealing than the things 
he tells the silly old public, and on Wednesday he 
explained to Tory backbenchers that Britain wouldn’t 
have won the second world war if Churchill hadn’t 
been pissed. This comparison makes me picture 
Churchill giving Johnson a hugely disdainful look, and 
saying: “Well, sir, you are useless at your job. But I shall 
be sober in the morning.” You see, Johnson has made 
the classic mistake of comparing himself to people 
whoare dazzlingly competent. Very, very bold to bring 
Britain’s greatest wartime leader into it. Other figures 
to avoid would be the likes of iconic Manchester United 
midfielder Roy Keane, who also managed to pull offa 
glittering career while getting regularly wasted. 

The Downing Street pandemic officials, in contrast, 
oversaw a catastrophically mismanaged response 
to Covid that resulted in thousands of people - 
probably tens of thousands - dying unnecessarily. 
The sole stellar bright spot - the vaccines taskforce 
- was worked on remotely by others. Quite why 
we're expected to see the emotional-support booze 
suitcase as essential to this lot’s process has never 
been explained. At some point we might just have 
to consider a mad counterfactual to rank alongside 
questions such as, “What if Hitler had won the war?” 
Namely: what if Downing Street pandemic staff 
HADN’T been pissed half the time? I don’t want to 
return too much to sci-fi quantum physics, but I think 
we’d all love a wormhole to transport us to that sunlit 
bit of the multiverse and away from this version. 


he sole upside to the Partygate 
disgrace was that the need to 
distract from it seems to have finally 
forced the chancellor’s hand on 
the cost of living crisis. And so to 
unhappy boyband member Rishi 
Sunak, who really wants to give 
audiences his bad-boy, tax-cutting 
Conservatism, but keeps getting pushed into crowd- 
pleasing, cheesy harmonies and U-turns during 
the second chorus. You know the kind of fare: new 
household support measures, windfall taxes. 

Still, ifthe past six months have taught us anything 
about the type of artist we’re dealing with, it’s that 
Sunak is too wet to do a Robbie and quit. Reports that 
he spent £500,000 of Treasury cash on vanity-adjacent 
polling and focus groups feel closer to the mark. Maybe 
one of the hard truths the focus groups have told him 
is that the previously popular Rishi Sunak franchise 
was all about giving people money: via furlough, or 
in the form of half-price burgers and whatnot during 
eat out to help out. Nobody knew who he was before 
all that. Unfortunately, they now know he’s a guy who 
couldn’t even get his own wife to pay him tax, sohe 
needs to double down harder than ever on being Mr 
UnConservative. No one wants to hear his new stuff. 

As for how long they’ll be able to stand the prime 
minister’s old tunes, that remains a question with 
variable answers. Free to those who can afford it, 
very expensive to those who can’t. 
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Ambivalence 


about Britain’s 


monarchy is its 


own tradition 


Ian Jack : 
«Mm 


hen the machine begins 

to break down, nobody is 

spared: even in the most 

majestic corporeality, bones 

ache, muscles weaken, 

tendons hurt, joints 

creak. Walking now needs 

deliberation and strategy. 
Longer lives and longer reigns merely postpone the 
process. Aged 96, and with “episodic mobility issues”, 
the Queen this week used a motor buggy to get around 
the Chelsea flower show; her arthritic great-great- 
grandmother, Queen Victoria, aged 78 at the time of 
the diamond jubilee in 1897, toured her own garden 
party ina horse-drawn carriage, literally talking down 
to everyone she met. “Drove about my guests, to 
many of whom I spoke,” she wrote in her diary, “but 
Icould not see many whom I wished to.” 

An even bolder innovation had been planned for 
her. The diamond jubilee had at its heart a magnificent 
procession of 50,000 imperial troops, who marched 
or rode from Buckingham Palace by two routes 
converging at St Paul’s for a thanksgiving ceremony 
that praised the Lord and blessed the Queen. The 
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procession was spectacular. Britain had seen nothing 
as dazzling in its grandeur before, and never saw it to 
quite the same extent again. This was peak empire. 
Hussars from Canada, Hong Kong policemen in conical 
hats, Indian lancers, Dyaks, Maoris, cavalrymen from 
New South Wales: it was said to be the largest military 
force ever assembled in London, and behind it in her 
carriage rode a little old woman, bowing and smiling 
and dressed modestly in grey and black. 

There had been a problem, nonetheless. The Queen 
was too arthritic, too lame to climb the cathedral’s 
steps. The solution first proposed was to builda 
wooden ramp that would allow the carriage to be 
dragged up the slope and into the cathedral, and there 
parked beneath the dome. But the Queen vetoed the 
idea. Instead the service moved al fresco. The carriage 
remained at the foot of the steps and the Queen inside 
it, surrounded by the country’s political and clerical 
establishment, to hear prayers and the music provided 
by 500 choristers and two military bands. 

“A never-to-be-forgotten day,” Victoria entered in 
her diary. “No one ever, I believe, has met with such an 
ovation as was given to me passing through those six 
miles of streets ... The crowds were quite indescribable, 
and their enthusiasm truly marvellous and deeply 
touching.” The Daily Mail thought the same. The sun 
had stood in heaven for many millions of years, the 
paper said, but never before had it “looked down... 
upon the embodiment of so much energy and power” 
as that wonderful procession. 

Some good work was done that today might 
usefully be repeated. The Princess of Wales (later 
Queen Alexandra) inaugurated a charity to providea 
series of diamond jubilee feasts for London’s poor. Sir 
Thomas Lipton, the Glasgow grocery magnate, started 
the fund with a £25,000 donation, and by the end, 
about 400,000 people served by 10,000 waiters had 
consumed 700 tonnes of food, including roast beef and 
lamb, veal and ham pie, pickles, dates, and oranges, all 
washed down with English ale or ginger beer. 

Beneath the general mood, however, lay pockets of 
dissatisfaction and unease. (Like the Daily Mail and 
arthritis, the metropolitan elite is always with us.) The 
painter Edward Burne-Jones thought the dreadful 
boasting in the newspapers - “all this enthusiasm 
spent over one little unimportant old lady” - might 
prompt a chastising thunderbolt to fall on London. 
Kipling’s poem Recessional, published a few weeks 
after the celebrations ended, gave the jubilee a doleful 
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Queen 
Elizabeth has 
played a mysterious, 
inconstruable and 
possibly regrettable 
role in how we 
see ourselves 


postscript: “Lo, all our pomp of yesterday / Is one with 
Nineveh and Tyre”. “Imperialism in the air,” Beatrice 
Webb noted, “all classes drunk with sightseeing and 
hysterical loyalty.’ Her fellow socialist Keir Hardie saw 
the celebrations as no more than superficial theatrics. 
The cheering millions would cheer just as lustily for 
the president of a British republic. “Royalty to bea 
success should be kept off the streets,” Hardie decided. 
“So long as the fraud can be kept a mystery, carefully 
shrouded from popular gaze, it may go on.” 

Hardie’s view was a blunter version of Walter 
Bagehot’s dictum about the dangers of letting 
daylight fall on the “magic” of monarchy, a worry that 
grew the more powerful newspapers became and the 
more the monarchy depended on them for favourable 
publicity. A subtler witness to public attitudes was 
the London schoolteacher Molly Hughes, whose 
ostentatiously radical friends went to the expense 
of hiring rooms in Cheapside from which to watch 
the parade. Hughes was astonished to find that “at 
heart they were as conservative as anyone and almost 
fanatically loyal to the queen, whose joys and griefs 
they had always seemed to share”. 


hat kind of ambiguity has sustained 
the monarchy during my lifetime, 
and I’mas prone to it as most people. 
This week I went to Fortnum & Mason 
in Piccadilly to look at the shop’s 
souvenirs for the platinum jubilee, 
which are very prettily got up and 
astonishingly expensive: £100 fora 
pudding plate, £12.95 for a tea towel, £200 for a1.2kg 
box of chocolates. They bore no relation to the trinkets 
that came home to Scotland from the coronation in 
1953, brought by an older cousin who had travelled 
south to see it: alittle gold coach pulled by horses, 
and two or three toy soldiers wearing busbies or 
breastplates, sadly out of scale to the coach. That 
summer, variations of this combination must have 
fought battles across innumerable living room floors. 
At the village school we were given tiny volumes 
of the New Testament and snake-clasp belts in red, 
white and blue. On the day itself, 2 June, games 
were organised on the football field of the local army 
barracks. I was no good at games, and a photograph 
of the event catches me looking away from my 
schoolmates towards something out of the frame. 
My buck teeth are prominent, and I have never looked 
at this picture without a stab of retrospective pity. 
“Buck teeth, buck teeth” was the taunt that followed 
me for several years, until they were fixed. 
Last week one of those teeth snapped off: a 
minor symptom of the machine breaking down. 
In the dentist’s chair, having my root canal prepared 
for areplacement, I thought: “I had that tooth longer 
than the Queen has been on the throne.” A bizarre 
calculation. The fact I made it is evidence of her 
mysterious, inconstruable, possibly regrettable but 
certainly indisputable role in the way British people 
imagine themselves. It shouldn’t be underestimated. 
Victoria lay dying, four years after her diamond 
jubilee, and in Lytton Strachey’s words “it appeared 
as if some monstrous reversal of the course of 
nature was about to take place. The vast majority of 
her subjects had never known atime when Queen 
Victoria had not been reigning over them.” 
When the present Queen’s turn comes, be prepared. 
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In Ukraine, we 


arent giving up 


onthe future 


or the past three months, 600 
people have slept in the Heroiv 
Pratsi metro station in Kharkiv, in 
the north-east of Ukraine. The city 
lies just 40km from the Russian 
border, and has been heavily shelled 
since the first day of the invasion. 
Last week, the mayor of Kharkiv 
urged the temporary residents of Heroiv Pratsi to 
return to their homes. I first visited the station in the 
middle of March, and recently returned there justa 
few days before the mayor’s announcement. I was 
amazed by how well-maintained people’s temporary 
sleeping areas had become since my previous visit. 
Bouquets of lilac and daffodils had been placed next 
to almost every mattress. 


Nina Maksymivna, an 80-year-old woman who 
was staying in Heroiv Pratsi when I visited in March, 
was still sleeping by the stairs in the same place where 
Ihad met her before. Aside from some very brief 
forays outside, she had barely left the underground 
station for two months. You can still hear sounds of 
distant explosions in the area. For her, they were 
too close to feel safe. The Ukrainian army pushed 
the Russians back from the outskirts of Kharkiv 
during early May, but local fighting is still going on. 

Almost two million people lived in Kharkiv at the 
start of the war. There are more than a million left, 
and many are now returning: the express trains to 
and from Kyiv are packed. Compared to Kharkiv, my 
native Kyiv feels strangely normal, despite the curfew, 
the not yet fully operational public transport, and the 
occasional air-raid siren. Yet the war still goes on. The 
major battles are being fought in Donbas, in the south 
of Ukraine. In the newly occupied area around the 
southern city of Kherson, people are being kidnapped 
and tortured. I covered the Russian invasion of 
Donbas and Crimea in 2014. My biggest fear now is 
that Ukrainians in Kyiv and the west of the country 
will get used to the distant battles unfolding hundreds 
of kilometres away, and ignore the war. Last time the 
unresolved conflicts in Donbas and Crimea became 
a pretext for the Kremlin’s full-scale attack. 

Yet, finding myself recently at a small party in Kyiv, 
Iknow that this time it’s different: there is nobody 
in the country who is untouched by the war. At the 
party, I spoke to one of Ukraine’s most famous travel 
bloggers, who is now making stories not from exotic 
far-flung locations but from liberated Ukrainian 
towns. He is originally from occupied Luhansk, in the 
east of the country. Every one of us at the party had 
a friend who had been killed, lost a house, become a 
refugee or who is fighting on the frontline. 
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Nataliya 
Gumenyuk 
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Asaconflict reporter, I know that wars cause 
societies to disintegrate. But from what I’ve seen, 
Ukrainians, and in particular Kyiv residents (who 
were previously known for their briskness and focus 
on work), have become kinder and warmer. The 
discussions that prevail are about rebuilding the 
country for the better. Professionals who helped with 
the logistics during the first months of the military 
invasion are now figuring out how their skills might 
be useful in a new environment. My cousin, an 
architect, recently called to tell me how his university 
mates have been united in developing a plan for 
rebuilding the country’s demolished infrastructure. 

Despite the many positive surprises we have 
seen during the war - including the strength of the 
Ukrainian army, which has shown itself to be more 
efficient compared with Russia’s poorly organised 
troops - for Ukrainians, it is going on exactly as we 
imagined. We knew that if we were attacked, it would 
last a long time. ’ve heard many times that Ukrainians 
should manage their expectations, and “compassion 
fatigue” is inevitable in the west. But Ukrainians aren’t 
asking for compassion: we’re asking for solidarity. 

Yes - Ukrainians are adjusting to the war, and 
trying to make daily life more bearable, as the people 
who put flowers near their beds in the Kharkiv metro 
attest. But this doesn’t mean we have to normalise the 
conflict. Discussions about rebuilding the country and 
victory come not from naivety: they are rooted in the 
knowledge that we can’t afford to waste energy and 
time explaining why things are impossible. We need to 
preserve our strength to prove the opposite is true. 

In Kyiv, I recently passed by a bookstore that was 
still open. It sold funny socks with infamous phrases 
such as “Russian ship, go fuck yourself”. On the label 
of one pair was written: “Made of 92% cotton, 8% 
Lycra, and 100% trust in Ukraine”. 
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Letters 


to the pursuit of profits 


Your editorial on Josh MacAlister’s 
review of our children’s social 
care system (24 May) rightly 
underlines the importance of 
having services based within an 
“ethic of care” rather than shaped 
by a private market. Having 
worked for many years in local 
authority social services, I regard 
it as one of the great privileges 

of my life to have served on the 
committee stage of the landmark 
1989 Children Act, not long after 
being elected to the Commons. 

That legislation still underpins 
our care system and has at its 
heart the key principle of a child’s 
welfare being the paramount 
consideration in determining their 
wellbeing. It is utterly beyond 
me how that principle can be 
met when 83% of residential care 
provision is in the hands of private 
companies, whose central purpose 
is to make a profit. 

I doubt that even the staunchest 
free market Conservative MPs 
back in 1989 could have envisaged 
the current acceptance of an 
average 22.6% private profits being 
made on the back of the needs 
of our most vulnerable children. 
To say that this country has gone 
markedly backwards since the 
passing of that legislation would 
be a gross understatement. 

David Hinchliffe 
Labour MP for Wakefield, 
1987-2005 


@ The parlous state of services for 
children looked after by the state 
in foster care or children’s homes 


: isa perennial issue. Privatisation 

: of services has been a major factor; 
: every penny of the £500m-a-year 

: profit highlighted in the MacAlister 
: report has come directly from 

: taxation (Review calls for £2.6bn 

: reform of ‘failing’ children’s social 
: care, 23 May). “Value for money” 

: justifies cutbacks, but displaces 

: the real reason for these services, 

: whichis that disadvantaged 

: children have their needs met. 


Surely value for money should 


: beseenas better support for 

: families to reduce the number of 

: children looked after by the state, 

: better matching of the needs of 

: children removed from home to the 
: care offered and, most importantly, 
: much improved outcomes that will 
: benefit the children concerned and 
: society as awhole. 


When! first managed children’s 


: residential care in the 1980s, 

: there was a focus on delivering 

: programmes that helped residents 

: return home or move on toa 

: supported life outside care. As time 
: passed, there was an increasing 

: focus on cutting costs and being 


Ml 


: Most residential care 

. provision is in the hands 
: of private companies, 

: whose central purpose 

: istomakea profit 

: David Hinchliffe 


Gh ° ld ° l t : more efficient. Iignored the budget 
] KSI IN) Cale O S S Ou : “efficiency” was forced on us; this 

: was based on fixed sums rather than 
: needs at different ages. Policies and 
: budgets met accountancy needs, 

: not childcare needs. 


provision for food and clothing as 


The recommendations of Josh 


: MacAlister’s report need to be fully 
: implemented and protected by 

: successive governments. Given 

: previous performance, I do not 

: hold out much hope. 

: Roy Grimwood 

: Market Drayton, Shropshire 


: @ Why bother making 

: recommendations when they 

: are seldom implemented? Josh 

: MacAlister’s report sets out 80 

: recommendations to transform 

: children’s social care. According 

: to him, it will only take five years 

: and £2.6bn to make things right for 
: vulnerable children in England. 

: His proposals are welcome, but 

: unlikely to be put into action, like 

: the hundreds of recommendations 
: made in similar inquiries over the 

: last 30 years, going back to Lord 

: Clyde’s 194 recommendations at 

: the Orkney inquest in 1992. 


There is a pattern of successive 


: governments not implementing 
: the findings of costly inquiries or 
: clawing back funding for them 

: after they have been initiated. 

: Inaprevious report MacAlister 

: co-authored, A Blueprint 

: for Children’s Social Care, 

: recommendations were made to 
: increase the time social workers 
: could spend with children by 

: 60%. The model would probably 
: have worked, but it was never 

: putin place. More children than 
: ever are coming into care and 

: more social workers than ever 

: are leaving the profession. 

: Christina Russell 

: Ripon, North Yorkshire 


Wight lightning 


‘This photograph was taken on 18 May down at Bembridge lifeboat station on 
the Isle of Wight. The time was around 11.30pm as the storm was passing the 
island on its way north-east towards Brighton’ 
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Finding moments of joy amid 
the pain of living with cancer 


Eighteen years ago, as a result 
of being diagnosed with breast 
cancer that had already spread 
to my lymph nodes, I decided I 
needed a philosophy about how 
to spend whatever time I had left 
(Deborah James isn’t a cancer 
victim. She is a celebrator of life, 
23 May). Icame up with these 
four words: explore, experience, 
create, connect. 

Exploring is about being curious 
about the world through reading, 
discussing and travelling. Among 
other places, I’ve been able to 
travel to see the Niagara Falls and 
the Alhambra in Granada, Spain. 
Ihave experienced the wonders 
of aspring morning and the glow 
of asunset. I’ve been to concerts 
in lovely venues. I’ve learned 
how to blow glass and make 
jewellery. I’ve enjoyed sausages 
ona family beach barbecue. 


I developed my writing skills to 


: write two novels about my family’s 
: history that I self-published - and 

: sold all the copies. And most 

: importantly, I’ve treasured the 

: connections that I have with my 

: family and friends while living out 
: my philosophy. 


Nine years ago, my cancer 


: reappeared throughout my spine 

: and pelvis. There isno more 

: treatment available and Iam having 
: palliative care for the pain. But I 

: can still explore through reading 

: and watching TV documentaries. 

: Ican still experience the beauty of 

: flowers. I can still create through 

: painting and writing. And [still feel 
: deeply connected to those who 

: love me. Living my philosophy has 
: taught me that although one dayI 

: will die, every other day Ican live. 

: Alison Jesson 

: Dorking, Surrey 


: @Itoo have been dealing with 

: bowel cancer and its after-effects 

: for four years. While admiring 

: Deborah James (and indeed, 

: wondering at her energy and 

: commitment to helping others 

: with her unwavering support for 

: cancer charities), I feel that I have 

: to putin a word for those of us who 
: simply could not “booglie] round 

: [a] chemo pump, eating chocolate”. 
: Nor did I havea “sense of style” 

: or look like a model. 


A year of operations, brutal 


: treatment and long-term disability 
: meant that some days just getting 

: out of bed to drag myself for yet 

: More toxic infusions (at one point 

: weekly, for 16 weeks in a row) was 

: the most I could achieve. 


But I did it. And fittedin some 


: joy sometimes. Are those who 

: have other diseases somehow 

: expected to be unerringly upbeat 

: and positive? Deborah is a force of 

: nature and I admire her greatly. But 
: can we let others be themselves and 
: not the role models that non-cancer 
: sufferers seem to expect? 

: Name and address supplied 


We obeyed the rules 
for Shirley's funeral 


My mother, the late Baroness 
Williams of Crosby (Shirley 
Williams), died in April 2021. 

In accordance with the Covid 
restrictions that were in place at 
the time, her funeral was attended 
by only 30 people, and was limited 
to 40 minutes, with no singing 
allowed, and no indoor gathering 
following the service. 

Idid invite a very few close 
friends of my mother afterwards 
to my garden, insisting that they 
remain outside, despite it being a 
bitterly cold day, as I understood 
that that was what the law 
required. Most of those attending 
were elderly and became very 
cold outside. I took blankets out 
for them, but was adamant that I 
could not invite them in. 

Three close friends of my 
mother have died in the year 
since then and did not get the 
opportunity to say goodbye to her. 


Had I known then what I now 


: know, I would have had the funeral 
: Iwanted for her and the one that 
: my mother deserved. 


Much of my working life was 


: spent asa government lawyer, 

: advising the government of 

: the day on the legality of policy 

: proposals and ministerial 

: decisions. The governments that 

: [served as a member of the civil 

: service took their democratic 

: responsibility to act according to 

: the law seriously. I could not have 
: served this government, and this 

: prime minister, for whom “taking 
: responsibility” are empty words 

: without consequences. 


My mother, a lifelong public 


: servant of the utmost integrity, 

: must be turning in her grave at 

: this country’s current pitiful state 
: of governance. 


While I miss her every day, 


: Iam glad she is not alive tosee 

: the cynical abandonment of the 

: foundations of our democracy to 
: which she devoted her life. 

: Rebecca Williams 

: Little Hadham, Hertfordshire 
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Wild about Styles 


Harry Styles (Down the rabbit hole, 
21 May) is a unique heart-throb 

for the 21st century: a young man 
who has traditionally dated older 
women and seems to like women 


Women of all ages like him, boys 
look up to him, men secretly want 
to be him and he lights up the stage 
or screen when he appears with an 
effervescent feelgood energy. 


Even while dressing like Marc 


: Bolan as a1970s throwback glam 

: rocker, he still appears very current. 
: Heis confident in embracing his 

: feminine side and preaches being 

: kind to one another - perhaps 

: inspired, in part, by the sad death of 
: his former girlfriend Caroline Flack. 
on more than just a superficial level. : 
: little wild about Harry - and I, as 

: awoman ofa certain age, have to 
: admit that Iam alittle bit too. 

: Diane Silva 

: Bournemouth, Dorset 


It seems that everyoneisa 


Lessons in racism 


Iusually enjoy the debate between 
the two different viewpoints in 
your “Dining across the divide” 
feature, but I was horrified last 
week (21 May) to see that you 
had effectively sent a black 
woman to explain colonial 
history toa white man. 

This should not be done through 
the unpaid labour of black women. 
Asking them to do this is to ask 


: them to relive every moment of 

: fear, pain and outrage they have 

: experienced throughout history. 

: Black women face discrimination 
: and systemic racism throughout 

: their daily lives. 


I think it would have been a 


: better idea just to send him home 

: witha copy of the book Why ’m 

: No Longer Talking to White People 
: About Race by Reni Eddo-Lodge, 

: and let him do the work. 

: Rosie Harvey-Coggins 

: Lichfield, Staffordshire 


The sleazy, slimy, 
world of Get Carter 


I’m grateful to Peter Bradshaw for 
his review of Get Carter, which I 
wrote and directed (Michael Caine 
delivers in stone-cold crime classic, 
theguardian.com, 25 May). It begins 
with a question: “Even after 50 
years, do we properly get Carter?” 
Maybe I can help answer that. 

In the late 1950s, Ispent two 
years in compulsory national 
service. I found myself on the 
lower deck of a Royal Navy 
minesweeper in the UK’s Fishery 
Protection squadron. This brought 
me into contact with the fishing 
communities around these islands, 
in ports such as Grimsby, Hull, 
Lowestoft and North Shields, where 
Ieventually set much of the film. 

For two years, my middle- 
class eyes were forced to witness 
horrendous poverty and deprivation 
that I was previously unaware of. 

I went into the navy as anewly 
qualified chartered accountant and 
complacent young Tory, and came 
out an angry, radical young man. 

Twenty years later, when I was 
asked to adapt Ted Lewis’s great 
book, I recognised that world and 
attached my own experiences to 
it. No way was I going to pull my 
punches. All the adjectives that 
Mr Bradshaw uses to describe 
the world depicted in Get Carter 
- sleazy, slimy, nasty - could 
equally apply to William Hogarth’s 
excoriating portrayal of Britain. 
Sadly, I share that view. 

Mike Hodges 
Durweston, Dorset 


Corrections and 
clarifications 


Two-handed shots 
should be outlawed 


Wendy Owen says that pivoting 
and twisting in tennis can produce 
injuries to the hip and lower leg 
(Letters, 21 May). I wonder whether 
the two-handed shot may also bea 
contributory factor, as one arm will 
be pushing the bones ina slightly 
different direction from the other. 
If only for aesthetic reasons, I wish 
the tennis authorities had outlawed 
it. Iga Swiatek’s backhand may 

be devastating, but it can never 
match the beauty of Carla Suarez 
Navarro’s one-handed version. 
Michael Bulley 

Chalon-sur-Saone, France 


Ihave an abiding memory 
of witnessing, in 1977, former 
Wimbledon singles champions 
receiving medals celebrating the 
centenary of the first gentlemen’s 
singles event. I realised then that 
playing sport was something to be 
avoided. So many of the former 
tennis players limped, used sticks 
and seemed quite decrepit as they 
walked on to Centre Court. 
Jennifer Henley 
London 


A feature about nuclear energy 
stated incorrectly that there had 
been an estimated 10,000 deaths 
from all causes related to the 
Fukushima disaster, including 
1,500 from cancer. The overall 
estimate is closer to 2,200, and 
none of them are from cancer - the 
1,500 figure was an estimate of such 
deaths in the future and was too 
low; forecasts range from 10,000 to 
60,000. Also, the Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant buries transuranic 
waste, rather than “high-level 
nuclear” waste; and a picture of 
Sellafield nuclear power station was 
a digital composite that included 
an image of industrial pollution 
from elsewhere (Poisoned legacy, 
14 May, Saturday magazine, p61). 


Editorial complaints and corrections can be sent to 
guardian.readers@theguardian.com or The readers’ 
editor, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London N1 9GU. 
You can also Leave a voicemail on 020 3353 4736 


The dust won't settle 
on our current crises 


The world is heading for climate 
burnout. Inflation spirals upwards 
and hundreds of thousands fall into 
poverty. The government is led by 
alaw-breaking narcissist, ridiculed 
by many in his own party and most 
of the country. And in the Guardian 
I open the magazine to see a page 
and a half devoted to resolving the 
conundrum: “Should my husband 
stop dusting with a dry cloth?” 

(You be the judge, 21 May). No room 
is dark enough to lie down in. 
Richard Barnard 

Wivenhoe, Essex 


Mary Anning (Statue honours 
legacy of Dorset fossil hunter, 
21 May) was on the curriculum in 
1972. I covered her work witha class 
of eight-year-olds. Admittedly, I had 
never heard of her, but this deficit 
was made good by an excellent TV 
series by the BBC schools service. 
Linda Weir 
Kirby Muxloe, Leicestershire 


What an uplifting article about 
Luis Diaz (‘He was short and thin 
but he had a lot of talent - we 
are very proud, 27 May). lama 
Manchester United supporter, but I 
will be cheering on Diaz as he plays 
for Liverpool this weekend in Paris. 
Helen Evans 
Ruthin, Denbighshire 


Rishi Sunak calls ita “temporary, 
targeted energy profits levy”. 
Can anyone recall what Margaret 
Thatcher tried to call the poll tax? 
Jude Carr 
London 


Windfall tax? Nothing of the sort! 
It’s a “special economic operation”. 
Tony Fisher 
Gotham, Nottinghamshire 


Country diary 
Flamborough Head, 
East Yorkshire 


We’ve come to the edge of our 
realm to see birds who’ve done 
the same. Kittiwakes, puffins, 
razorbills and guillemots, 

the odd pair of fulmars - they 
teeter, shuffle and squawk on 
the brink of their known world; 
there is fracas and stink, and 
precarious new life. 

From the clifftops the meeting 
of land and sea feels emphatic. 
From below, it’s another story. 
At low tide we pick our way along 
the rocky shore, avoiding by sheer 
luck the spatters of guano that arc 
from above every few seconds, 
and enter one of the sea caves. 

It has two entrances - asmall 
one in the North Landing Bay, 

a larger one open to the North 
Sea. Lit from these dual aspects, 
it feels like a huge stage set. 

The height of the roof lends 
grandeur, but it is the colour that 
captivates. White where light 
falls, black where it doesn’t. 

The floor has a texture like wet 
leather, worked into otherworldly 
forms that feel intentional - 
flutes and steps, hollows and 
ripples, smooth ovoid boulders, 
artfully clustered. 

The children explore, bold 
at first, but then something in 
their voices changes. A circular 
darkness yawns at their feet. 

“What is it?” 

“T can’t see the bottom!” 

They teeter, shuffle and 
squawk on the brink of their 
known world, then call fora 
phone light. In its glare they see 
a pool no more than a metre deep, 
and scoured as clean as the rest 
of the cave. I flick off the light 
again, and while the menace 
is reduced, itis not dispelled. 

It lingers, a literal shadow of 
doubt, and we look again at our 
strange surroundings. There are 
multiple liminalities here - an 
undecidedness between land, 
sea and atmosphere; light and 
dark; now and forever. 

We while away the afternoon 
until the tide reaches its full 
moon high, then take to the 
sea ourselves. It elevates us 
into what was air hours before, 
almost level with the lowest 
breeding ledges. The auks pay 
no heed, whirring overhead 
like toys running on tightly 
wound rubber bands. 

Amy-Jane Beer 


ILLUSTRATION: CLIFFORD HARPER 
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Obituaries 


Ray Liotta 
Actor with mercurial 
qualities lauded for his 
roles in Goodfellas 
and Something Wild 


i s far backasI 
can remember, 
Ialways wanted 
to bea gangster.” 
Those words, 
delivered 
with lingering 
fascination by 
the actor Ray Liotta, who has died 
unexpectedly aged 67, ushered 
audiences into Martin Scorsese’s 
Goodfellas (1990), one of the most 
dynamic pictures made about the 
criminal life and its enticements. 
Liotta, playing the real mobster- 
turned-informant Henry Hill, has 
just been seen taking part in the 
fatal knifing of a mob rival when 
the camera zooms on to his face, 
bathed in the infernal red glow of 
acar’s brake-lights. Seductive and 
terrifying, he exudes a charred 
handsomeness and a chilling 


self-belief. Though Goodfellas was 
only his fourth major screen role, 
Liotta was seen (and heard, ina 
matter-of-fact voiceover) for much 
of the movie’s two-and-a-half-hour 
running time. 

He held his own in the company 
of experienced co-stars such as 
Robert De Niro and Joe Pesci, who 
played fellow hoods. His fizzy, 
feisty rapport with Lorraine Bracco, 
as Henry’s wife, Karen, brought 
valuable warmth to the intense, 
sometimes harrowing, material. 

Take any of the movie’s most 
memorable scenes and Liotta is at 
the heart of them: the technically 
complex single-take Steadicam 
shot, which doubles as a portrait 
of Henry’s rise in miniature as it 
follows him and Karen from the 
streets into the back entrance of 
the Copacabana nightclub, through 


Liotta, centre, 
with Frank 
Adonis and 
John Manca 

in Goodfellas, 
where he played 
Henry Hill 


KOBAL/REX/ 
SHUTTERSTOCK 


its corridors and kitchens, and 
ends up at their VIP table for that 
evening’s show; the mortifying 
moment when Henry makes 
the mistake of referring to the 
volatile Tommy (Pesci) as “a funny 
guy”, unleashing in the process 
an intimidating tirade; and the 
virtuoso sequence late in the film in 
which Henry, frazzled on cocaine, 
plagued by paranoia and pursued 
by the Feds, finally runs out of luck. 
He is last seen standing ona 
doorstep in his dressing gown, 
staring into the camera as he 
contemplates life in the witness 
protection programme. “I’man 
average nobody,” he complains in 
the voiceover. “I get to live the rest 
of my life like a schnook.” 
Goodfellas made Liotta a star 
but he had already given an 
equally magnetic performance in 
Something Wild (1986), his first 
lead role. He was 30 when he was 
cast as Ray Sinclair, a thug who 
terrorises his free-spirited ex-wife, 
Audrey (Melanie Griffith), after 
being released from prison. 
Jonathan Demme’s masterful 
comedy-thriller is a movie of two 
halves, its audacious shift from 
high-jinks to horror resting largely 
on Liotta’s shoulders. When he 
looms into view on the dancefloor 
at a high-school reunion, spooking 
Audrey and her date (Jeff Daniels), 
it is one of the most spine-tingling 
moments in modern cinema, as 
well as a warning to audiences 


who had been blithely enjoying 
the previous hour that the fun 
and games were now over. His 
mercurial quality, his gift for 
stillness, his arctic blue eyes - all 
these were assets in portraying a 
brute who nevertheless remains 
compellingly human. 

It helped no end that Liotta was 
an unknown quantity, at least to 
those who had not seen him on 
television during his three years 
in the soap opera Another World 
(1978-81), where he played “the 
nicest guy in the world”. 

In later years, he often insisted 
that he had been unfairly 
pigeonholed as a villain ora 
gangster. It was for that reason 
that he turned downa partin 
the third series of The Sopranos, 
though he did appear in the show’s 
movie prequel, The Many Saints of 
Newark (2021), as well as playing 
the mobster Roy DeMeoin The 
Iceman (2012). Chagrined that “bad 
guys just seem to stand out”, Liotta 
protested that he wasn’t “a criminal 
ora tough guy ora gang member. 
My life does not revolve around 
intensity ... [like playing the nicer 
guy in movies. I can relate to them 
better.” 

He played the twin brother of 
aman (Tom Hulce) with learning 
difficulties in Dominick and Eugene 
(1988), but his most beloved “nice 
guy” role was in Field of Dreams 
(1989), asentimental fantasy about 
a farmer (Kevin Costner) who 
builds a baseball field that is then 
frequented by the ghosts of long- 
dead players. 

Among them is “Shoeless” Joe 
Jackson, who is played by Liotta 
with an unusual twinkling softness, 
as well asa steely undertone that 
keeps his performance focused 
even as the film makes its assault 
on the tear ducts. 

He could be disarmingly 
vulnerable in harsher contexts, 
too. The most shocking scene in 
the crime movie Killing Them 
Softly (2012) occurs when Liotta, 
asa luckless card sharp, bursts into 
tears while being beaten up, a sight 
simultaneously moving, upsetting 
and unshakably strange. 

He was born in Newark, New 
Jersey, where he was adopted at six 
months old and raised by Mary, a 
township clerk, and Alfred Liotta, 
who owned an auto parts store. Ray 
had grown up believing he was of 
Italian heritage, but on meeting his 
birth mother in his 40s, discovered 
his origins were in fact Scottish. 

He was educated at Union high 
school, in his home state, and at 
the University of Miami, where he 
studied drama. 

He enjoyed acting on stage 
there, and later moved to New 
York, where he was cast in 
commercials and television series 
before auditioning successfully for 
Something Wild. 

Though he never becamea 
superstar - he expressed regret 
that he had declined an offer to 
meet Tim Burton, who wanted 
him to play Batman in his 1989 
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film - he worked consistently. He 
was a cop menacing Kurt Russell 
and Madeleine Stowe in Unlawful 
Entry (1992); in fact, violent or 
corrupt cops would later became 
something ofa speciality of his in 
the likes of Narc (2002) and The 
Place Beyond the Pines (2012). 

Ina gentler register, he played 
a widower who hires a nanny 
(Whoopi Goldberg) for his daughter 
in Corrina, Corrina (1994), then 
starred in the thriller Unforgettable 
(1996), the airborne action 
movie Turbulence and the more 
thoughtful crime drama Cop Land 
(both 1997), which co-starred De 
Niro, Sylvester Stallone and Harvey 
Keitel. 

When he played Frank Sinatra in 
the TV movie The Rat Pack (1998), 
he received a fake horse’s head in 
the mail (a Godfather reference) 
from the singer’s daughters, who 
were aggrieved that he had turned 
down their offer to play their father 
in a competing project. 

He was an unsavoury justice 
department agent in Hannibal 
(2001), where he had the dubious 
privilege of being at the centre of 
its grisliest scene: sitting upright 
but partially anaesthetised at the 
dinner table, he is fed parts of his 
own brain - sautéed, no less - by 
the cannibalistic killer played by 
Anthony Hopkins. He was also 
Johnny Depp’s father in the drugs- 
and-crime drama Blow (2001), 
which owed a considerable stylistic 
debt to Goodfellas. 

Later films included the thrillers 
Identity (2003) and Guy Ritchie’s 
Revolver (2005), as well as the 
biker comedy Wild Hogs, with 
John Travolta. Liotta had a ball 
playing himself in Jerry Seinfeld’s 
animated Bee Movie (2007), where 
he is the purveyor of his own 
brand of honey, and appeared 
alongside Kermit the Frog and co 
in Muppets from Space (1999) and 
Muppets Most Wanted (2014). In 
2005 he won an Emmy fora guest 
appearance on the TV drama ER. 

Forthcoming productions 
include the Apple TV drama Black 
Bird, in July, in which Liotta plays 
the police-officer father of a drug- 
dealing son, and what he termed 
the “nutty” movie Cocaine Bear, 
due for release next February. His 
standout performance of recent 
years was as a remorseless divorce 
lawyer in the Oscar-winning 
Marriage Story (2019). Like all his 
best work, it was authentic, direct 
and unfussy. “I don’t do things to 
find out about myself?’ he said. “I 
just like playing pretend.” 

Liotta was shooting a film, 
Dangerous Waters, in the 
Dominican Republic when he was 
found dead in his hotel room. 

His fiancee, Jacy Nittolo, 
survives him, as does a daughter, 
Karsen, from his marriage to 
Michelle Grace, which ended in 
divorce. 

Ryan Gilbey 


Raymond Allen Liotta, actor, born 18 
December 1954; died 26 May 2022 


Andy Fletcher 
Keyboard player and 
backbone of the pop 
eToup Depeche Mode 


ands could not 
function without 
a member 
designated the 
quiet standard 
bearer, and in 
Depeche Mode 
that was Andy 
Fletcher, who has died suddenly 
aged 60. Constitutionally modest, 
he was lucky inasmuch as the 
group had two members - singer 
Dave Gahan and guitarist Martin 
Gore - who were comfortable with 
being Depeche Mode’s public face. 
That allowed Fletcher, universally 
known as Fletch, to get on with 
being their backbone. 

He was crucial to their makeup, 
pushing the band to achieve, 
chivvying them to get into the 
studio or on the road. Without 
his tenacity, exercised over 42 
years, Depeche Mode would have 
splintered long before they were 
inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 2020. 

Fletcher was a keyboardist 
and passionate proponent of 
electronics, glorying in the 
synthesiser’s role in overturning 
the convention of music being 
made with guitars and drums. 
“Obviously, it’s sad to see the 
demise of the traditional rock 
group,” he said drily in 1993. “But 
there’s always going to bea place 
for itin cabaret.’ But his musicianly 
interests were rivalled by a head for 
business. He enjoyed keeping tabs 
on receipts and merchandising, 
and for Depeche Mode, who 
became one of the world’s biggest 
touring groups in the 1990s, 
that was win-win: Fletcher was 
onstage behind his keyboard every 


night, but offstage performed 
dusty managerial duties. He 
estimated that he spent 17 years 
as player-manager; even after 
the band acquired heavyweight 
management he kept his hand in. 

His knowledge of the industry 
was renowned. When his death 
was announced, the Pet Shop 
Boys, old confreres from the hit- 
making 80s, tweeted: “Fletch 
was a warm, friendly and funny 
person who loved electronic 
music and could also give sensible 
advice about the music business.” 
During the Hall of Fame induction, 
Gahan characterised the early 
Depeche Mode as “outsider, 
eyeliner-wearing weirdos from 
Essex”, but Fletcher was never 
as unconventional as Gahan and 
Gore. Rather, he viewed himself 
as “the tall guy in the background, 
without whom this international 
corporation called Depeche Mode 
would never work”. 

He was the eldest of two sons and 
two daughters born in Nottingham 
to Joy and John Fletcher. In the 
early 60s, his father, an engineer, 
was Offered a job at a cigarette 
factory in Basildon, and they 
became one of the first families to 
settle in the Essex new town. Andy 
joined the Christian organisation 
the Boys’ Brigade and remained 
a member until he was 18, during 
which he became actively religious. 
He attended church seven days 
a week, and with fellow member 
Vince Clarke, preached in the 
Brigade coffee bar. That period, he 
said, “shaped my moral beliefs and 
attitudes”. His church activities 
also sparked an interest in music, 
and it was there that he picked up 


Andy Fletcher on the Global Spirit tour in Leipzig, Germany, in 2017 era 


his first instrument, a guitar. He 
retained his faith after he left the 
Brigade; in the 80s, as Depeche 
Mode charted with taut electropop 
singles that would influence rap, 
EDM and metal, he felt guilty about 
not going to church. 

He took politics at A-level and 
planned to go to university, but 
instead, he and Clarke formed 
aband with aclassmate from 
Nicholas comprehensive school in 
Laindon, Gore. Joined by Gahan, 

a friend from Southend, the new 
group had a ready-made audience 
on Southend’s busy social circuit. 
The band’s musical direction was 
shaped by Gore, who had bought 
athen-revolutionary synthesiser, 
while their image, according to 
Fletcher, was “post-Blitz kids with 
frilly shirts”. He gota job as aclerk 
at SunLife Insurance, and stuck 
with it until he was fairly sure he 
could make a living from music. By 
that point, Depeche Mode’s second 
single, New Life, had reached No 11 
in the charts and they had been on 
Top of the Pops. 

They maintained a considerable 
chart presence throughout 
the 1980s and 90s, with the 
music evolving in an ornate and 
gothic direction from the late 
80s. Substance abuse, notably 
on Gahan’s part, marred their 
gargantuan 90s shows - the 
14-month Devotional tour was 
described as “the most debauched 
rock’n’roll tour ever” by Q 
magazine. Fletcher, who had once 
viewed touring as “so much fun”, 
was now depressed. Moreover, 
he was used as a mediator by 
the brooding Gahan and the 
flamboyant Gore during their 
regular creative disputes. 

Gahan became sober in the 
late 90s and the group resumed 
recording and playing live. Gore 
and Gahan launched solo careers, 
but Fletcher, who once said he had 
no great interest in writing songs, 
started his own record company, 
Toast Hawaii. He signed the band 
Client, which released several 
albums, but the label was always 
secondary to his Depeche Mode 
commitments and little was heard 
of it after Client departed in 2006. 
His involvement with the group 
did instil an interest in DJing - he 
learned the techniques at their gigs, 
and thereafter played occasional 
solo sets at clubs and festivals. 

From the mid-90s, Fletcher and 
his wife, Grainne Mullan, rana 
restaurant in St John’s Wood, north 
London. He sold it after a decade, 
blaming “all the little things that 
went wrong”. He was game enough 
to re-enter the hospitality trade 
in 2021, investing in the relaunch 
of a Hampstead pub, the Duke of 
Hamilton. 

Grainne, whom he married in 
1993, survives him, as do their 
children, Megan and Joe. 

Caroline Sullivan 


Andrew John Leonard Fletcher, 
musician, born 8 July 1961; died 
26 May 2022 


Birthdays 


Today’s birthdays: Patch Adams, 
doctor, advocate for holistic 
health, 77; David Baddiel, 
comedian, 58; Michelle Collins, 
actor, 60; John Fogerty, singer, 
songwriter and guitarist, 77; Sean 
French, novelist, 63; Roland Gift, 
musician, 60; Andy Hamilton, 
comedian and screenwriter, 

68; Sue Holdemess, actor, 73; 
Gladys Knight, soul singer, 78; 
Melanie Leech, chief executive, 
British Property Federation, 60; 
Kylie Minogue, pop singer, 54; 
Carey Mulligan, actor, 37; Dame 
Janet Paraskeva, former chief 
executive, Law Society Council, 
76; Mary Portas, retail adviser 
and broadcaster, 62; Anne Reid, 
actor, 87; Sir William Shawcross, 
writer and broadcaster, 76; Marie 
Staunton, former chair, Soas 
University of London, 70. 


Tomorrow’s birthdays: Annette 
Bening, actor, 64; Lord (Michael) 
Berkeley of Knighton, composer 
and radio broadcaster, 74; 
Melanie Brown (Mel B), singer 
and broadcaster, 47; Laverne 
Cox, actor and trans activist, 50; 
Danny Elfman, film composer, 
69; Melissa Etheridge, singer and 
songwriter, 61; Rupert Everett, 
actor, 63; Mike Freer, Conservative 
MP, 62; Noel Gallagher, musician, 
55; Prof Peter Higgs, theoretical 
physicist, 93; Prof Sir Chris 
Husbands, vice-chancellor, 
Sheffield Hallam University, 

63; La Toya Jackson, singer and 
musician, 66; Prof Sir Julian Le 
Grand, professor of social policy, 
LSE, 77; Sarah Millican, comedian, 
47; Jessica Morden, Labour MP, 
54; Nanette Newman, actor and 
writer, 88; Agnes Oaks, ballerina, 
52; Dr Helen Phillips, chair of the 
Legal Services Board, 56; Martin 
Pipe, racehorse trainer, 77; The 
Right Rev Gene Robinson, former 
Episcopalian bishop of New 
Hampshire, 75; Francis Rossi, 
musician, 73; Dame Barbara 
Woodward, diplomat, 61. 


_———— 
Announcements 


Deaths 


ELRINGTON (nee BUCHANAN), Jean, born 22 
September 1928. Died at her home of 50 years 
in Lloyd Baker Street, London, on 9 May 2022 
aged 93. Cremation at Islington Crematorium, 
London, N2 9AG. Monday 30 May, 9.30am. 
Wake at 11.00am, The Union Tavern, London 
WC1X 9AA. 


KENRICK, David Archibald, died aged 82 on 16 
May 2022. Dearly loved husband of Jenny for 59 
years, devoted father of Diggory with Sarah and 
James with Cathy, and most loving grandfather of 
Grace, Dylan, Kitty and Mabel. Funeral on Thursday 
16 June at 12pm at Chelsea Old Church SW3 5DQ 
and afterwards at Petyt Hall. No flowers. 


For Announcements, Acknowledgments, Adoptions, 
Anniversaries, Birthdays, Births, Deaths, 
Engagements, Memorial Services and In Memoriam, 
email us at announcements@theguardian.com 
including your name, address and telephone 
number or phone 0203 353 2114. 
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Audrey Pratt 


Gifted illustrator who tracked 
Royal Navy boats throughout the 
night on D-day, 1944, for the WAAF 
My grandmother, Audrey Pratt, 
who has died aged 100, was 
atalented illustrator and made 
a great contribution to the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force 
(WAAF) during the second world 
war. As a specially trained tracker 
of missing aircraft, she deployed 
her skills throughout the night 
of 6 June 1944, D-day, to plot the 
course of Royal Navy boats during 
the Normandy landings. 

The eldest of three, Audrey 
was born in Liverpool to Phoebe 
(nee Mackrell) and James Upton- 
Prowse, an architect and keen 
watercolourist. By 1927 the family 
had moved to Leeds, where Audrey 
attended Chapel Allerton girls’ 
school. Her love of art developed 
on holidays to Whitby, on the North 
Yorkshire coast, where she would 


sketch on the cliffs with her father. 
In 1938 she wona scholarship 

to Leeds Art College, but at the 
same time was offered a position 
at the local library, which she 
decided to take up. There, she 

fell in love with a fellow library 
assistant, Gordon Rogers. He joined 
up in 1939 and the following year 
was killed, aged 20, during the 
evacuation of Dunkirk. 

In1942 Audrey received a visit 
from an army officer, Gordon Pratt, 
who had served alongside Rogers 
and had written to her at the time 
of his death. As it was Audrey’s 
half-day, they spent a few hours 
together. Audrey described much 
laughter on that afternoon, and, 
although they did not meet again 
for almost four years, they wrote to 
each other often. By the time they 
were reunited in 1945, they had been 
engaged to be married for a year. 

In August 1942 Audrey began 
training at RAF Innsworth for 
the WAAF, and from there went 
to Leighton Buzzard as a special 
duties clerk. She developed a flair 
for “dead reckoning”, interpreting 
the whereabouts of aircraft using 
the controller’s instructions to 
the pilot together with the Craig 
computer, which made allowances 
for wind speed and direction. 

This plotting was vital for the 

radar stations if the planes they 
were monitoring disappeared due 
to interference. Because of her 
mastery of this technique, Audrey 
was transferred to the radar station 
at RAF Kingswear, Devon, in 
advance of the Normandy landings. 


4 Her love of art 

developed on 
holidays to Whitby, 
onthe North Yorkshire 
coast, where she 
sketched on the cliffs 
with her father 


In1945, Audrey was sent toa base 
in Patrington, near Hull. There, 
she won a competition to design 
and decorate the officer’s canteen, 
and was then commissioned to 
paint other murals, including the 
bar of the officers’ mess at RAF 
Church Fenton, near Tadcaster, 
North Yorkshire. 

After the war, in 1946 Audrey 
and Gordon married and moved 
to Merseyside. They had three 
children. In 1966, Audrey began 
work for the Liverpool regional 
hospital board as aresearch 
assistant on a patient survey. Her 
talent for visual art was again put 
to good use providing graphs and 
illustrations to analyse the data. 

Audrey and Gordon both retired 
in 1979 and began travelling abroad. 
In 1986 Gordon was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease; he died in 1991. 

Audrey constantly sought out 
new challenges, doing U3A courses, 
attending WAAF reunions, taking 
part in quizzes and volunteering at 
her local amateur dramatic society. 

She is survived by her three 
children, Stephen, Paula and 
Richard, six grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. 
Laura-Kate Gordon 


Mick May 


Co-founder of Blue Sky, a charity 
and social enterprise dedicated 

to employing ex-offenders 

My father-in-law, Mick May, who 
has died aged 63 of mesothelioma, 
spent 20 years in financial 
services before realising his true 
passion for the voluntary sector 
and co-founding the charitable 
enterprise Blue Sky. 

Set up to win contracts from 
local authorities and housing 
associations that would be carried 
out by a workforce of ex-offenders, 
Blue Sky originated as a few small 
teams in and around Slough 
in Berkshire and Hillingdon in 
west London, and grewintoa 
nationwide operation employing 
more than 2,000. In 2017, it merged 
with the former Rehabilitation for 
Addicted Prisoners Trust to form 
the Forward Trust, and in 2016 Mick 
was appointed OBE in recognition 
of his work with ex-offenders. 

Mick was born in Aldershot, 
Hampshire, to Peter May, a career 


soldier known as “Crackers” for his 
daring streak, and Liz (nee Parkin), 
amilitary wife. His early years were 
spent in Northumberland before 

he was enrolled in 1972 at Eton, 
where his high spirits and aversion 
to discipline resulted in him being 
sent to the Aloisiuskolleg school 

in Germany for one term to tame 
his exuberance; an exercise that 
enabled him to see through the rest 
of his school career at Eton. He went 
on to St Andrews University to read 
history, for which he carried an 
abiding love for the rest of his life. 
After graduating, Mick embarked 
on his city career, moving to London 
where he met Jill Langham, whom 
he married in 1988. 

In 2013, Mick was diagnosed 
with mesothelioma, the terminal 
asbestos-linked cancer, which 
has an average life expectancy of 
10 months. Yet Mick went on to 
enjoy a further nine years, which 
he escribed as the most productive 
and happy of his life, many of 
which are recalled in his 2020 
memoir, Cancer and Pisces. 

The book charts Mick’s love 
of fishing and his days spent on 
the riverbanks of some of the 
most beautiful parts of England 
and further afield, set against the 
backdrop of his cancer treatment. 
Ultimately, though, it is an ode to 
Jill and their six children - Lara, Ivo 
(my husband), Paddy, India-Rose, 


Honor and Daisy - whom he 
loved fiercely and unequivocally. 
Following the publication of 
Cancer and Pisces, an angling 
charity was set up under the same 
name, with the sole aim of using 
the therapy of fishing to aid those 
undergoing the trauma of cancer. 
Mickis survived by Jill and their 
six children, and his two siblings, 
Georgina and Sarah. 
Natasha May 


Tony Hams 


Local government champion of 
sustainable development, and chair 
of the Peak District national park 
My friend Tony Hams, who has died 
from motor neurone disease aged 
75, was a promoter of sustainable 
development who spent many 
years pushing the environmental 
agenda as a policy adviser to local 
government. He also helped to shape 
policy at a national level, and took 
ona number of roles promoting 
conservation, including as chair 

of the Peak District national park. 


Born in Devizes, Wiltshire, 
Tony was the son of Maurice, 

a baker, and Edna (nee Winter). 
After attending Devizes grammar 
school, he gained a geography 
degree from London University 
and an MA in town planning from 
Nottingham University. His early 
career was spent asa planner with 
Cornwall, Monmouthshire and 
Derbyshire county councils. 

In 1989 the Association of 
Metropolitan Authorities recruited 
Tony as their environmental policy 
adviser. Shortly afterwards he was 
appointed local government adviser 
on sustainable development to the 
UK government. In that role he was 
part of the UK delegation to the 
1992 Rio Earth Summit, the key 
output from which was Agenda 21, 
the UN Programme of Action for 
Sustainable Development. This 
challenged local authorities 
everywhere to prepare their own 
local Agenda 21s (LA21s), aimed at 
securing a more sustainable future 
for their areas. 

Later, as head of the sustainable 
development unit at the Local 
Government Management Board 
from 1993 onwards, Tony set about 
unlocking the potential of LA21. 
Within a few years, thanks partly 
to his tireless encouragement and 
best-practice guidance, 90% of UK 
councils had produced an LA21. 
Most had also appointed officers to 


coordinate efforts to develop more 
sustainable ways of operating. Tony 
organised annual conferences for 
these environmental coordinators 
to help them share good practice. 

Between 1993 and 1998 he 
was also a UK delegate to the 
UN Commission on Sustainable 
Development in New York. In 1998, 
he was appointed to the board of 
the Peak District national park, 
soon becoming the park’s chair, 

a position he held with pride and 
distinction until 2008. He then 
became chair of the Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust and a board member 
of the East Midlands Heritage 
Lottery Fund. 

Tony’s strength lay in his ability 
to inspire and persuade partners in 
the public and NGO sectors to work 
towards common goals. He was 
appointed OBE in 1999 for services 
to sustainable development. 

With typical self-deprecation he 
maintained the letters stood for 
“other buggers’ efforts”. 

He lived in Tideswell, Derbyshire, 
where he loved walking the hills 
with the family’s Irish setter, 

Gina, supporting Tideswell United, 
and enjoying a pint in the Horse 
and Jockey. 

He is survived by his wife, Angela 
(nee Beresford), a graphic designer, 
whom he married in 2000, and 
their son, George. 

Derek Taylor 
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The normal 
rules of Sudoku 


apply: filleach 
row, column and 
3x3 box with all 


the numbers 
fromito9. 


Futoshiki | Easy 


Kids Word search 


Kids Countdown 


Fillin the grid so that every row and column contains 
the numbers 1-5. The “greater than” or “less than” signs 
indicate where a number is larger or smaller than its 


Find all the listed Fishing in the grid, reading in straight 
lines, up, down or diagonally, either backwards or 
forwards. 


Can you work out the answers to the sums below? 


neighbour. 5 
ANGLER, CAST, CATCH, FEEDER, HOBBY, KNOT, Medium 
LAKE, PERMIT, RELAX, SHOAL, SPOOL, TACKLE, 
TIDDLER, WORM 3 54 
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Cryptic crossword 


Solution No. 28,768 
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Want more? Get access to more than 
4,000 puzzles at theguardian.com/ 
crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
guardianbookshop.com or call 

0330 333 6846. 


What are these two values? What are the 

corresponding values of n/(n - q)? Luckily 
Candy had some ideas of how to tackle it. 
What might they have been? 


2 Inthe field there were farmers and sheep. 
Prof Puttylump's new “Creature Counter" app 
gave the total number of legs as 84. It further 
offered the information that had the sheep 
been farmers and vice versa there would 

have been 48 legs. How many sheep and 

how many farmers were there? [Assume each 
creature has the full complement of legs!] 


3 Garabaggio's latest masterpiece currently 
on show at Rogues’ Gallery of modern art on 


Killer sudoku Chris Maslanka’'s puzzles 

7 Poppycock 
Hard No 815 Pyrgic puzzles Terrace is 

4 ° 1 Andy was having difficulty doing the last | “Axe and 

The normal rules of Sudoku apply: fill each row, column and 3x3 box with all aucctBAlorinie weet nema cnionher Gingkolears 
the numbers from 1 to 9. In addition, the digits in each inner shape (marked are only two positive whole-number values _| cut out of 
by dots) must add up to the number in the top corner of that box. No digitcan | ofnforwhichn/(n-q) isapositive integer, | sheet metal. 
be repeated within an inner shape. where q is a fixed positive whole number. By diligent 


perusing of the 
catalogue | found that 
all the edges have the 
same curvature, and the 
area of the axe equals 
that of the leaf. It turns 
out also that the parts 
to assemble the leaf and 
axe were cut from a single square without 
wastage, though it was hard to see the joins. 
What is the minimum number of pieces he 
would have had to cut the square into? How 
might it have been done? 


email: maslanka@easynet.co.uk 


Wordplay 


Wordpool 
In each case find the correct definition: 


RIBAZUBA 

a) arapaima 

b) fish with teeth 
c) walrus tusk 

d) arctic soup 


STEREOGNOSIS 

a) awareness of one's whereabouts 

b) being able to see in opposite directions 

c) seeing ourselves as others see us 

d) identification of an object by tactile means 


PLASTRON 

a) fundamental particle 
b) drunken individual 
c) temporary remedy 
d) underside of tortoise 


E pluribus 
Rearange the letters of RUIN TEAPOT to 
make another word. 


Same Difference 
Identify these words that differ only in the 
letters shown: 

*#**1 (shorten dog end?) 

*#**N (hung, drawn, but not quartered) 
Cryptic 
Fuss over a party? (3) 
Support mother financially— tell me about it. 
Not! (4, 3) 
Cleric loses head and commits crime! (5) 


Missing Links 

Find a word that follows the first word in the 
clue and precedes the second, in each case 
making a fresh word or phrase. Eg the answer 
to fish mix could be cake (fishcake & cake 
mix) and to bat man it could be he (bathe & 
he-man)... 


a) sick leaf b) pepper sauce 
c) stonepaper d) patchy cover 
e) hair work f) nest cup 


©CMM 2022. Solutions on Page 58 


Guardian cryptic crossword No 28,769 set by Brendan 


10 


a = | | ea 
8 9 
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Solutions to the seven paired across 
clues should be placed in the grid as 
the down solutions allow. 


Across 
8 Player that is taking in number 
of Romans — it’s deceptive and 
oxymoronic (5,3) 
9 Improperly took yen inside place 

where they can be spent (5) 

10 Flyer downloadable from internet 
(4) 

11 Aids that help with arithmetic 
oddly also might with reading 
or writing? (10) 

12 Soundly beats things that can be 
put on face cosmetically (6) 

14 Turn away as foreign, next to 
European (8) 

15 Something provided by priest in 
church (and restaurateur) (7) 

17 Same clue as 15 (7) 

20 Same clue as 14 (8) 

22 Same clue as 12 (6) 

23 Sameclue as 11 (10) 

24 Same clue as 10 (4) 

25 Sameclue as 9 (5) 

26 Same clue as 8 (5,3) 


Name 
Address 


Postcode 


Telephone number 


Down 

1 Scold after awful clue that’s 
become painful (8) 

2 Swindler’s confession that one 
can view on screen (4) 

3 Instruments (Indian originally) 
embraced by Beatles, for example 
(6) 

4 European started inserting line 
Ialso inserted later (7) 

5 Short engagement succeeded, 
king from nearby country 
securing maiden (8) 

6 Gap in cranium doctor left alone, 
around its centre (10) 

7 Design pro wrestling location (6) 

13 Luggage poor journalists needed, 
crossing states (10) 

16 Heartless economist changed 
some money in South America (8) 

18 Hard cash securing porcelain 
being imported (6,2) 

19 Start of radio news broadcast 
about house aired again on TV? (7) 

21 Evenso, gripping only head of 
insect (6) 

22 Son getting into children’s 
literature about space (6) 

24 What several believers hold in 
common, endlessly (4) 


Tick here if you do not wish to receive further 
information from the Guardian Media Group or 
other companies screened by us. 
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Young at heart 


Do blueberries make you live longer? 


Is pilates proper exercise? How do you 
avoid loneliness? Botox, yes or no? 
Luisa Dillner on how to feel 
younger and age better 


ho doesn’t want a long 

and healthy life? Ageing 

may be non negotiable but 

how you doit affords some 
wiggle room. There is, however, no time 
to lose. Ideally you’d have been getting 
your health in order before middle age. 
But it’s never too late to start. Each of us 
has a chronological age that’s measured 
in birthday candles. Since every person 
ages differently we also havea biological 
age that reflects how old our body really 
is. This age depends on the relationship 
between our genes, lifestyle and living 
conditions. It’s this biological age you can 
change by doing what I’m about to tell you. 


Be positive about it 

Over 80% of people say they feel younger 
than their age. Largely because most 
societies view ageing negatively, says 

Dr Serena Sabatini, postdoctoral research 
associate at the Universita della Svizzera 


Italiana. Her research shows that people 
who have good role models for ageing, 
such as active grandparents, age better 
themselves. “They are less likely to be 
anxious and more likely to be engaged 
in life and follow a healthier diet,” 

says Sabatini. “When people feel more 
negative about ageing they do little to 
keep being healthy so they age ina less 
graceful way.” Personality traits also 
come into it. “Being more open means 
you are likely to feel more positive about 
ageing,” says Sabatini. 

My mum, at 98 years old, with no 
short-term memory, feels positive about 
her age when reminded ofit. “Only two 
years to go before I’m 100. It’s better than 
not being around.” 


Eat well 

“Inflammageing” is what happens to the 
body as our cells get damaged with age. 
The end result is chronic inflammation 


and a batch of health problems. Studies 
show consistent results in which diets 
protect us, says Dr Stacey Lockyer, senior 
nutrition scientist at the British Nutrition 
Foundation. “Healthy plant-rich dietary 
patterns, suchas the Mediterranean-style 
diet and the Dietary Approaches to Stop 
Hypertension (DASH) diet, are associated 
with reductions in risk of heart disease, 
type 2 diabetes and some cancers, as well 
as death from all causes. These diets all 
have a high intake of plant foods with 
fruits and vegetables, wholegrain foods, 
protein including plant-based proteins 
(pulses, nuts) as well as some fish, 
seafood, poultry, lean meat and lower-fat 
dairy products (or dairy alternatives).” 
These diets eschew processed meat and 
foods high in saturated fat, sugar and salt 
(cakes and crisps). 

For those of us witha family history of 
dementia (me) there’s evidence that these 
diets can also delay cognitive decline by 
several years. 
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Awell-balanced diet means that you don’t 
need supplements. However, Lockyer 
points out that the lack of sun in UK 
winters has prompted the government 

to suggest we “consider” daily vitamin D 
supplements of 10 micrograms from 
October to March. Vitamin D is needed 

for bone and muscle health - essential 

for everything except sitting, which you 
shouldn’t be doing anyway. 


Lockyer says that if you are obese, “even 
losing 3% of your body weight can 

be beneficial in reducing your risk of 
developing serious diseases”. She advises 
smaller portions rather than drastic diets. 
“Weight control is even more significant 
for Black, Asian and other minority ethnic 
groups,” Lockyer explains. “They havea 
higher risk of serious health conditions, 


such as type 2 diabetes at a lower BMI and 
waist circumference measurements than 
the white population.” 


When it comes to superfoods, 
strawberries and blueberries are fan 
favourites - credited with antioxidant 
and anti-inflammatory properties. Ayela 
Spiro, nutrition science manager at the 
British Nutrition Foundation warns that 
the evidence is inconclusive. “People 
who consume berries may also have 
many other positive health-related 
dietary and lifestyle behaviours, which 
themselves are associated with healthier 
ageing,” she explains. “The message 
remains to eat a varied, plant-rich diet”. 


It’s all about exercise. It lowers blood 
pressure and reduces the risk of obesity, 


diabetes and heart disease. If you’ve 
been clocking up 150 minutes of exercise 
a week (on 4-5 days) since your 20s then 
congratulations. Don’t stop. “People 
need to consider exercise as part of their 
personal hygiene, like brushing your 
teeth, not something to ‘add on’ as an 
afterthought,” says Professor Benjamin 
D Levine, who holds a distinguished 
professorship in exercise sciences at 

the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center. His research shows 
shows that exercise training, started 

in middle age, can reverse the stiffness 
in the heart muscle that can cause 

heart failure. 

Out of the 4-5 days of exercise, one 
day should be a high-intensity workout 
(up to 95% peak heart rate), two or three 
should make you sweat and one can be 
less strenuous such as tennis the way 
I play it. Levine says 30 minutes of brisk 
walking five times a week will also 
do the job. >> 
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Resistance is the 

opposite of futile 

“Resistance training is important to 
preserve strength, balance and functional 
capacity as we age,” says Levine. “It 
doesn’t have to be pumping iron in the gym 
though. Pilates, strength yoga, tai chi - 
there are lots of ways to improve strength. 
Flexibility is much harder to improve, 
though I don’t think that by itselfit has a 
major impact on mortality, cardiovascular 
disease or even musculoskeletal injury.” 


No smoking 

Duh! Does it even need saying? Although 
you could biologically age even faster by 
smoking while sitting down. 


Manage the menopause 
“Menopause is the marker of middle age 
- just experiencing it makes women feel 
older,” says Sabatini. But does the cruel 
loss of oestrogen speed up biological 
ageing? Perhaps a small amount. Steve 
Horvath, professor of human genetics and 
biostatistics at UCLA, says it’s nothing to 
be alarmed about. “As a reference group, 
consider men. Men are at a substantially 
higher risk of mortality than women 
irrespective of menopausal status.” 
Menopause does speed up bone loss 


and increases the risk of heart disease, 
but stocking up on calcium (milk, 
cheese) and vitamin D in the diet (two 
portions of fish a week, one of them oily) 
and cutting down on saturated fat and 
salt can reduce the risk of osteoporosis 
and cardiovascular disease. 

The National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence’s view on the use of HRT 
to alleviate menopausal symptoms is 
that it’s an individual’s decision to make 
based on their views of the risks and how 
horrible they feel. 


SSS 

Socialise 

Feeling lonely in middle age does not set 
you up for healthy ageing. Especially if 
you’rea man. The studies aren’t clear why 
loneliness increases the risk of dementia, 
heart disease and depression. You can 

be with a group of people and still feel 
lonely. Mind has tips on how to manage 
loneliness which include volunteering 


and joining groups based on your hobbies. 


Take up a hobby or language 
Healthy ageing requires mental as well 
as physical activity. Artistic hobbies in 
particular such as painting, sculpture or 
pottery may help memory and thinking. 
But anything that exercises your brain, 
such as Wordle, is beneficial. There’s 


some evidence that learning a second 
language can boost neuron activity in the 
brain and keep you mentally sharp. 


Lae a_i 

Sleep well 

It’s amyth that as you get older you need 
less sleep. “But it’s acommon thought 
that older people sleep less and so once 
people start sleeping poorly they feel 
old,” says Sabatini. “Poor sleep is related 
to poor cognitive function, depression 
and anxiety. It impacts on how people 
feel about themselves.” Don’t ignore pain 
or medical conditions that can impact 
sleep because you’re blaming your age. 
“Mindfulness and bedroom routines can 
help improve sleep,” says Sabatini. 


Look after your skin 

Dr Bav Shergill, of the British Association 
of Dermatologists, says that ageing in the 
face follows a pattern. “The first sign is 
wherever you have movement - the lines 
start staying there without movement. 
Your face loses volume, you get atiny 
pre-jowl, and your cheeks shrink a bit. We 
lose elastin so we look more tired. People 
may not mind looking older but they 
don’t want to look tired.” 

Avoid sun damage, which makes skin 
look thick, wrinkled and discoloured. 
Smoking is even more damaging. 

On the plus side, Shergill says that 

vitamin A topical products work. But 

for prescription-level treatments such 

as retinoic acid, you need to invest in 

a private dermatologist - not that he’s 
advising that. He administers Botox on the 
grounds it’s reliable and wears off. “Lines 
that get ingrained across your forehead can 
make you look angry. Botox can open up 
your face, but you still want to be able to 
express delight - to move your eyebrows.” 


Have money 

It’s the elephant in this article. Dr Dario 
Moreno-Agostino, research fellow in 
population mental health at King’s 
College London, says research shows that 
more money gives you a better health 
trajectory as you age. Dr Gemma Spiers, 
senior research associate at the National 
Institute for Health and Care Research’s 
Older People and Frailty Policy Research 
Unit at Newcastle University, agrees: 
“The richer have more years of disease- 
free life expectancy. If you ask someone 
to eat a bit healthier or take more 
exercise, that comes at a cost.” 

Dr Luisa Dillner is head of research and 
product development at the BMJ. 
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TO OLDLY GO... 


In your 
own time 


Japanese climber Yuichiro Miura became the oldest person ever to conquer 
Everest in 2013. He’d been up a couple of times before, at 70 and 75, 
but people kept taking his record off him. So up he went again, aged 80 


What's gone is gone, 

but don't waste time 
worrying about that. 

Or on what comes next. 
Oliver Burkeman explains 
how to live for today 

the philosophical way 


rguably the most useless 

observation ever made by an 

ancient Greek philosopher 

- putting aside, for now, 
Pythagoras’s theory that fava beans 
contained the souls of the dead - was 
Epicurus’s argument that we shouldn’t 
fear death, because we won’t be around 
when it happens. Nobody gets upset 
about the fact that they didn’t exist 
before their birth, he reasoned, so why 
feel bad about the fact that you won’t 
exist again soon? 

But I’ve never met anyone who 
found this remotely consoling. It 
would be one thing never to have 
been born in the first place. Once 
you’ve been born, you’re invested, 
whether you like it or not. And getting 
older is thus inevitably a matter of getting 
nearer and nearer to the certainty that, 
any day now, your finite time will run out 
before you’ve done more than a handful 
of the limitless number of things you 
could in principle have done with it, or 
spent more than a tiny flicker of time with 
the people you care about the most. 

“Up till now, life has seemed an 
endless upward slope, with nothing but 
the distant horizon in view,’ said one 
patient quoted by the psychotherapist 
Elliott Jaques, who went on to coin the 
term “midlife crisis” - but “now suddenly 
Iseem to have reached the crest of the 
hill, and there stretching ahead is the 
downward slope with the end of the road 
in sight”. “Downward” is the right word 
here, for multiple reasons, one of which 
is the implication of acceleration. As if it 
weren’t cruel enough that your time is 


running out, you’ll also experience your 
dwindling months and years as passing 
more quickly as you age. So you'll have 
less and less time, and each portion of 
that time will feel less long. 

What’s truly noteworthy about the 
awareness of finitude, though, isn’t the 
fact that it eventually grips most of us 
by the throat (at any age between about 
35 and 65, according to Carl Jung, the 
great explorer of the “second half of life”) 
but that we manage to stave it off for so 
long. After all, from the viewpoint of the 
cosmos, a 10-year-old who is destined to 
live to 90 is only a tiny bit further from 
the end than they’!l be when they’re 80. 
It’s a testament to our evolved talent 
for postponing the confrontation with 
mortality that we manage to do all sorts 
of worthwhile things - launch careers, 
start families, acquire possessions, 
produce art - that we might forgo if we 
were paralysed by the knowledge that it 
would all be over so soon. 

In the second half of life, though, 
there’s much to be said for abandoning 
the fight against the truth. A central 
feature of the modern experience of 
time is that we focus too heavily on 
instrumentalising it - on dwelling 
exclusively on our future purposes, 


| pias, 
ee 


You grasp the truth 
that life isn'ta 
dress rehearsal for 
SO ing pe 


PAN 


but 


hurrying through our lives to some point 
at the end of the day or the week when 
we can finally relax, or for some further- 
off moment, like when you finally get on 
top of your to-do list, or when the kids 
leave home, or you retire from work. 
The result is what’s been called the 
“when-I-finally” mindset: the sense that 
real fulfilment, or even real life itself, 
hasn’t quite arrived yet, so that present 
experience is merely something to get 
through, en route to something better. 
The person stuck in such a mindset, 
wrote John Maynard Keynes, “does not 
love his cat, but his cat’s kittens; nor, in 
truth, the kittens, but only the kittens’ 
kittens, and so on forward for ever to the 
end of cat-dom”. 

It’s hard to shake the outlook entirely. 
But getting older helps, because the 
awareness that time is drawing to aclose 
makes it increasingly untenable to live 
for the future. At 20, it’s easy to imagine 
that real life hasn’t properly begun, but 
at 40, it’s a bit ofa stretch, and at 60 it’s 
plainly absurd. And so it becomes ever 
easier to face what was true all along: that 
this is real life. That there’s no impending 
moment of truth when you'll finally feel 
in a better position to do whatever it is 
you really want to do with your time 
- and that the only viable moment in 
which to do it is right now. 

This is the point at which any sane 

person will feel at least amodicum of 
regret: you grasp the truth that life 
isn’t a dress rehearsal for something 
better, but you desperately wish 
you’d figured that out several 
decades sooner. The trick is not to 
try to deny or eradicate the regret, 
but not to let it stop you seizing the 
moment, either - because refusing to 
live fully on the grounds that you ought 
to have lived more fully in the past is 
as silly as refusing to live fully on the 
grounds that you're still waiting to live 
fully in the future. 

This, I think, is the kernel of truthin 
the cliched advice about the importance 
of “living in the moment”: not that you 
should try to meditate yourself into 
a mystical state of total presence or 
concentration, but just that to recognise 
the fact that the past is past, and that 
soon you won’t have any future left - so 
you really might as well be here. It’s not 
so bad. Often enough, it’s wonderful. And 
in any case, there’s nowhere else to be. 
Oliver Burkeman’s most recent book is 

Four Thousand Weeks: Time and How 

To Use It, published by Vintage 

(£16.99). Order your copy at 
guardianbookshop.com. 
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‘Yeah, right there. 
Oh... yes, yes, YES! 


Just because youTe getting on a bit, doesn’t mean 
you shouldn't be getting some. You just might 

have to work ona few things. Emine Saner talks to 
couples and experts about the secret to later-life sex 


idlife and beyond is a good 
time for re-evaluation, and 
it’s especially true for your sex 
life. Do you wish you had one? 

Do you still like it when your partner does 

that? Do you still like ... your partner? 

“In therapy it’s not unusual to 

come across couples where the 

sexual relationship has gone off the 

boil completely for years, for various 

reasons,” says Ammanda Major, head 

of service quality and clinical practice 

at Relate. “That might be physical, 

emotional, it might be to do with the 

relationship. People might be thinking, 


LOVE BITES... 


It could be worse, you could be a Greenland shark. They don’t reach sexual 
maturity until the age of about 150. On the plus side they can go on to 
live to 400 or possibly even 500 years old. So plenty of sharky sexy time 


PHOTOGRAPH: GETTY IMAGES 


‘T’ve got another 20, 30 years perhaps, 
and I don’t want it to be like this’” It 
is, she adds, “never too late” to havea 
fulfilling sex life. Here, then, is how to 
keep going for longer. 


Say what you want 

If this feels really awkward, Major 
recommends just asking for a conversation 
about sex as the first step. She suggests 
saying something like: “Id like to 
understand how you feel about stuff, and 
whether you feel you’re getting what you 
need. I'd really like to share with you how 
I’m feeling. Can we do that?” This is the 
opportunity to say what you do and don’t 
like. “All of us have desires, fantasies and 
preferences,” says Kate, who in her early 
70s is having “the best sex of our lives” 
with her girlfriend Lindy. Embarrassment 
can stop us saying anything, she says, “but 
if not now, when?” Ifit really does feel 

too mortifying, she advises writing a note 
- something, she adds, that “sometime 
later, could be read out loud fora juicy 
suggestion or a fun spark. However this 
conversation happens, our bodies and 
desires change as we live. What was fun at 
30 might be a bore now.” 


But know what you want first 


“It’s very difficult to show someone or 
explain, if you’re not really sure yourself” 
says Major. “Do you know what your needs 
are?” This might involve masturbation, but 
could simply be exploring your body in the 
bath or shower, she says. “Being aware and 
in touch with your body can be the first 
steps to sharing that with somebody else.” 
Menopause or erectile problems can wreak 
havoc on one’s sex life, as can poor mental 
health, so Major stresses it’s important to 
see aGPif this is happening. 


Don't assume anything 

For people in new relationships, 
particularly after divorce or bereavement, 
“don’t assume what happened in the last 
one will work here,” says Major. Even 
ina long-term relationship, don’t make 
assumptions. “Their needs may well 
have changed. It’s about recognising that 
things change, and like any change ina 
relationship you need to be talking about 
it and seeing, ‘How does this feel? What 
do we both want to happen now?” 


Consider scheduling sex 


It’s not exactly the rampant must-have- 
you-now passion that may have worked 


before, but making a plan can be sexy in 
its own organised way. “We are past the 
age of pure spontaneity and that’s OK, 
we can make sex better this way,” says 
Kate. She and Lindy “often talk about 
being together in advance. We might 
send acouple of texts with bold or funny 
thoughts. I’ve sent photos.” Think about 
what kind of scene you want to set, she 
advises. “Lights? Windows open? Music? 
Imagination and anticipation are good 
aphrodisiacs.” 

That said, spontaneity still works for 
many couples. “In our 50s and 60s we 
would regularly go out in the car for a pint, 
planning to stop ata secluded spot for 
sex on the way home,” says Stuart, who 
is in his early 70s and has been married 
more than 50 years. “This is areal turn-on. 
Spontaneous sex, say in the kitchen, is 
also important.” The benefit of later-life 
sex, of course, is that any adult children 
should have (hopefully) moved out. 


Expand your idea of ‘sex’ 

For couples who are used to penetrative 
sex, there may come a point when it is no 
longer comfortable. “Let go of the idea 
that the only ‘real’ sex is intercourse,” 
says Joan Price, ageless sexuality 
advocate and author of Naked At Our 
Age: Talking Out Loud About Senior Sex. 
“Use oral, fingers, vibrators. Instead of 
thinking of it as limiting sex, think of 

it as expanding sex to include all these 
other wonderful ways that you can find 
pleasure and arousal.” 

Orgasm may not be the goal as it once 
was. “Focus on pleasure and sensation,” 
says Price. “Take the anxiety out, the 
expectation out. And say, I’m just going to 
enjoy this. And it’s much more likely that 
orgasm will happen if it’s not surrounded 
by anxiety.” Maybe some positions aren’t 
as comfortable or work for you in the 
same way now. “There are many other 
positions, there are activities that will 


ee 


Ican'tspeak 
highly enough 
of vibrators. 
They are the key 
toorgasmin 
somany cases 


let you be the most comfortable and still 
receive pleasure.” 

Stuart and his wife have explored other 
activities after his wife’s hysterectomy 
which made penetrative sex more difficult. 
“We continue to mutually masturbate 
each other, have ‘yoni massages’, and she 
enjoys clitoral and G-spot stimulation. I 
will nearly always climax when she does. 
I don’t find that the lack of ‘conventional’ 
penetrative sex is any drawback at all.” 


Kindness and affection as 
(unintentional) foreplay 

“Sex isn’t just about what you do at the 
end of the day in bed,” says Major. “Being 
kind to each other during the day can 

bea great promoter of positive sexual 
energy or connection later on.” Sexual 
difficulties, she says, are often asign the 
relationship is in trouble. “Be mindful 

if your sexual relationship has gone 

into the doldrums completely. Are our 
relationship problems driving the sexual 
problem, or are sexual problems driving 
the relationship problems?” For Stuart, 
kissing “as a turn-on and as aregular sign 
of affection is very important”. 


Try toys 

“Tcan’t speak highly enough of vibrators,” 
says Price. “They are the key to orgasm 
in so many cases because we may need 
more sensation than we can get with 

our partner. We may need just that extra 
intensity.” Stuart didn’t have problems 
getting or maintaining an erection in his 
50s and 60s, but has started noticing this 
in his 70s. “I do on occasions use a cock 
ring, which helps,” he says. 


Accept your changing body 

We are surrounded by images of youthful 
beauty, says Major, and the message that 
only that is considered sexy. “You can’t 
get away from the ageing process so how 
do we accept it?” she says. “One thing 
that keeps one’s sex life alive is being 
happy and content with your own and 
your partner’s body,” says Stuart - life as 
anaturist has helped, he adds. “We never 
feel embarrassed when naked together.” 


Have fun 

“Accommodating our bodies, trying 
something that doesn’t quite work - let 
yourself laugh,” says Kate. “It might just 
be the best kind of intimacy, and abond 
of trust. It’s a reminder that life is good 
with someone who’s lived it a little.” 
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‘Bloody cheek, 
I’m not ageing’ 


8| THE GUARDIAN | 28 May 2022 Photography: Christopher Thomond 


Simon Hattenstone is 
approaching 60 and 
feeling a bit creaky. 

So who should he talk 

to about growing old 
gracefully? His 94-year- 
old mum Marje, of course 


um is relaxing on her sofa. 
She does lots more of that 
these days - watching TV, 
reading, doing crosswords, 
being waited upon. Mind you, it has 
taken Marje till her mid-90s to get there. 
A couple of years ago, she felt guilty if 
she’d not gardened, cooked, emptied the 
bins, driven to the shops in her ancient 
Nissan Micra, and visited the “elderly” at 
the local care home by lunchtime. It took 
a bad leg break for all that to change. 

Now at 94, she’s learning how to 
take it easy. I’m approaching 60. What 
advice would she give me on ageing? 
“Just accept it gracefully,” she says. Has 
she found it difficult? “No, I don’t think 
Ihave. Most of the years I was fortunate 
that I didn’t look horrendously old.” You 
don’t look it now, I say. “Yes, but lam 
horrendously old.” She laughs. 

She knows she’s lucky - she’s got two 
kids and four grandchildren who love her 
to bits, has managed to stay in her own 
home with the help of amazing carers, 
and her brain is still in fine fettle even 
though her short-term memory isn’t what 
it was. But that has its advantages, too. 
She’s not going to hold a grudge for long. 

Marje is the youngest of four children, 
the rest of whom have long since died. She 
was never a confident child, despite being 
made head girl at her secondary school. 
She often says she thinks her parents had 
had enough of parenting by the time she 
arrived. “Havel ever told you, my mother 
used to say that Golda [the oldest girl] 
was the clever one and Renee [the second 
oldest] was the pretty one. Iwas aware 
she’d missed me out.” She has told me. 
Plenty of times. In fact, Marje was smart 
and gorgeous - and oblivious to it. 

Her adulthood hasn’t been plain 
sailing. When I was young, she nursed 
me through three years of encephalitis 
surrounded by people telling her either I 
was going to die or that there was nothing 
wrong with me. In Dad’s later years 


she nursed him 
Mother and son: through psychotic 
MarjeandSimon, — depression. She has 
this month so many qualities 


(kindness, wisdom, a great sense of 
humour and an almost feral ability to 
protect her kids) though for most of her 
life she lacked the confidence to see those 
qualities in herself. Ironically, one of her 
greatest gifts was to make others feel 
good about themselves while she often 
felt worthless herself. 

But that’s alla long time ago. For 
many years she has been shedding the 
uncertainties of the past. At 60, she says, 
she was just beginning to get into her 
stride. “I thought I was at a very good 
age because most of my worries and 
anxieties had left me.” What like? She 
points her finger at me. “I suppose if you 
have children you worry about them as 
much as anything.” Mum has two - my 
sister Sharon is two years older than me. 
“Sharon went along very smoothly, but 
you always did the unexpected. So that 
gave me anxieties.” 

Iexpect her to talk about my 
illness, but she doesn’t. Maybe that’s 
too obvious. “This example sounds 
ridiculous, but that time you came home 
with massive high heels, my heart sank.” I 
remember it well. I was 12, and they were 
glorious - black matt-plastic with a four- 
inch platform and five-inch heel. Why did 
they worry you so much? “I used to think, 
‘he’ll make such a display of himself?” 
The shoes disappeared, mysteriously. 

“T didn’t want to get rid of them so I hid 
them,” she confesses. I thought she’d 
burnt them. “No, I didn’t. I knew that 
would be going too far.” 

Marje was a curious mix - she hated 
convention, but was also hidebound by it. 
She wasn’t religious but grew up among 
an orthodox Jewish community, and 
was terrified of causing offence by doing 
the “wrong” thing. “I wasn’t sufficiently 
confident in my own judgment to be able 
to accept what other people said.” 

Despite everything she was 
unconventional for her time - a diffident 
free spirit. She went to Birmingham to 
do a two-year teaching diploma, taught 
in Glasgow at the age of 19, lived in Israel 
for two years just after independence, 
became an inspirational teacher of 
special needs children, and got engaged 
twice before marrying Dad. 

In the lounge, there are photographs 
of Dad and Alex, who became her 
boyfriend after Dad died 15 years ago. It 
wasa fabulous, unlikely romance. When 
Marje lived in Israel, she and Alex were 
good friends. After his wife died he rang 
Marje and reintroduced himself, some 
65 years since they had last seen each 
other. He still lived in Israel. They 
became inseparable - chatting 
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BETTER LATE... 
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Bram Stoker and Raymond Chandler were in their 50s when first published. 
But our favourite late starter is Lorna Page who succumbed to nominative 
determinism with her debut novel A Dangerous Weakness, aged 93 


and playing, eating and drinking, 
planning and reminiscing, dancing and 
romancing, all over Skype. They never 
met physically. They thought it might 
ruin what they had. Alex died in 2017. 
Who do you think about more, Dad or 
Alex? “I think of them both in different 
ways.” What do you think of when you 
think about Dad? “He was a good man; 
avery principled man. Fair.” 

It was Alex, though, who made her 
feel loved. “It was all spoken out loud. 
He was a very open man. He said what he 
thought, and what he thought about me 
was all good so that made me feel great.” 

After Alex died, Mum struggled. Her 
osteoarthritis was playing up, she broke 
bones in her back, and would often tell me 
ageing isn’t for wimps. She seemed lonely 
by herself, but wanted to stay in her own 
home. Last year she reached a low with 
the leg break, a series of infections, and 
alengthy hospital stint. It all resulted in 
anew, happier, stage of ageing - back at 
home with the support of carers. 

Of course, there are days when she 
is down. Iask if she’s still enjoying life. 
“It’s amoot point,” she says. “Generally, 
the quality’s going down a bit. As it does. 


&6@ 


When Iwas young, 
every word that came 
out of my mouth I was 
thinking: is that right, 
is that wrong? Now 

I don'tcare 


f 


Isuppose it’s closer to a yes thanano.” 

What do you miss doing most? “Going 
out fora walk on my own two feet.” She 
hates being pushed in a wheelchair. 
You’re doing pretty well, though, I say. 
“Tm doing all right. Of course Iam. Yeah.” 

Should I ask you more questions 
tomorrow? “No, ask them me now and 
get it done with!” 

Do you worry about money? “No, 
Iknow you and Sharon are attending 
toit. Ireckon I’ve got enough to see me 
through to the end of my days.” She 
had hoped to leave something for the 
grandchildren. Nowif the money runs 
out, so be it. 

Iaskif she has regrets. “I’m not telling 
you my regrets that’s for sure, for sure, 
for sure. Have I? Yes. But it’s stupid to 
think about regrets. There are certain 
things, Simon, I can’t talk about. This is 
too personal.” 

On balance, Marje is ina good place. 
Task how important it is that she has 
ahealthy relationship with me and 
Sharon. “Incredibly important. That’s 
the backbone of my life; the biggest thing 
that keeps me going.” Marje was an early 
adopter of technology. As Sharon and I live 
in London, and she’s in Manchester, Skype 
has played a huge part in keeping us close. 
She also seems more aware that it’s nota 
given for parents and children to get on. 

“I suppose a lot of people simply don’t like 
each other,” she says. 

What are you proud of? “You and 
Sharon,’ she says. That’s a cop-out, I say. 
“OK, going backa lifetime, I’m pleased that 
I was good at my job when I was teaching 
handicapped children. I was made for 
that. Iloved it.” Marje loves talking about 
her time at Bethesda - or to give the place 


its full title Bethesda Home for Crippled 
and Incurable Children, in Cheetham 

Hill. She adored the kids, and would take 
them home to her parents at weekends 
(the 1950s were very different times). “I 
got tremendous satisfaction from that job. 
It was perfect for me - half teaching, half 
nursing.” She began to believe in herself. 

What frightens you most about 
getting old? “Don’t laugh at me,” she 
says. “I never want to become asmelly 
old woman. That’s number one. People 
say when you get old you become yuck. 

I don’t want people to say that about me.” 

Anything else? 

“Well just that you’re aware that your 
time is curtailed, and you sometimes think 
how’s it going to be? Then you think well 
everybody’s got to go through it, you’re 
not the only one, so you get on with it.” 

Marje says she never thought about 
dying when she 
was younger. And 
now? “I would 
do ifI didn’t stop 
myself.” You seem 
so phlegmatic these days, I say. “Iam 
now.” Why? “Ino longer have to chase the 
anxieties away. They’ve gone.” 

That’s wonderful, I say. What made 
them go? “There was a time when I cared 
alot about what other people thought. 
When I was young, every word that came 
out of my mouth was thinking: is that 
right, is that wrong? Now! don’t care.” 
She smiles. “Maybe because there aren’t 
many people left who think about me!” 

Marje has made us promise that if she 
gets horribly ill or incapacitated, we won’t 
keep her alive longer than she wants. But 
for now she is looking ahead. She recently 
took her first unsupported steps since 
breaking her leg. Yesterday she was in the 
kitchen making Passover biscuits. There’s 
only so much relaxing you can do at 94. 
And she has set herself'a new goal. By 
August, she plans to be walking properly 
and have done with the wheelchair. We 
filmed her taking those first steps a few 
weeks ago. After reaching the end of 
the room, Marje waved at the camera 
triumphantly and hobbled back to the 
sofa. “I think ’m on my way,’ she said. 


Simon with his 
father and mother 
circa 1984 


A couple of weeks weeks have passed. 
Marje’s walking is improving hugely. 
She’s even made it up and down the 
stairs. I tell her we need to doa photo to 
go with the piece. She asks me to remind 
her why we did this interview. It’s fora 
special supplement on ageing, I say. 
“Bloody cheek,” she replies. “I’m 
not ageing!” 
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Worrying about what to 


nthe rulebooks of how to age 

gracefully the don’ts make a lot 

more noise than the dos. No leather 

trousers! No cleavage! No man F 
buns! No skateboards! The list ofitems /_ 
verboten for the over-50s is endless. 
Your life has been boobytrapped, one 
false move and the world will fall about 
laughing. It’s enough to make your hair 
go grey - oh, wait. 

Here’s a better idea. Let’s talk about 
how to dress right for your age, rather 
than how to avoid getting it wrong. The 
list of style icons over 50 gets longer 
every year, and between them they are 
tearing up the rulebook (except the one 
about skateboards, sorry). Iris Apfel, 
White House interior designer turned 
fashion influencer, filled her recent 
capsule collection for H&M with fringed 
violet jacquard miniskirts and frog- 
shaped rhinestone earrings, and it sold 
out in hours. Apfel turns 101 this year. 

“You have to dress for yourself before 


you dress for your age,” Apfel 
once said. Actually Ithink the >> 
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The oldest person in the world, according to Guinness World Records, 
is 118-year-old French nun Sister Andre. Having lived through Spanish 
flu, last year she got Covid but shook it off with only mild symptoms 


trick is to recognise the two are the same. 
Dress for the person you are now. There 

is no reason to cosplay as an imaginary 
Wise Elder, but neither do you need to 
dress as the person you were 15 years ago. 
Look, I’m not doubting that you are still 
super fun at parties but let’s say that these 
days you also quite enjoy getting up early 
ona Saturday to walk the dog before the 
park gets busy. That person may finda 
nice pair of corduroys more useful than 
leather trousers. Here’s how to get it right. 


Dress up, not down 

When you are 22, jeans and a black T-shirt 
looks effortless and slightly mysterious, 
but 30 years later, the same outfit can 
make you invisible. This is why, topsy 
turvy as it sounds, getting older calls for 
clothes that shout a bit louder. Go 10% 
more dressy for every 10 years over 40. 
There are different ways to dial up your 
wardrobe. You can make it smarter and 
more formal - swap T-shirts for collared 
shirts, cardigans for tailored jackets - or 
keep it casual but add colour and texture 
to make it glam-casual rather than 
scruffy. There comes a time when you 
realise that the Main Character Energy has 
gravitated toward the generation below, 
and therefore you have to work harder not 
to fade into the background. This doesn’t 


as om, 
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mean you have to go full Tilda Swinton 
and wear something architectural and 
tangerine every day, just that jeans and 
a T-shirt may not cutit. 


But don't go changing too much 
My mum, avery chic 74, says that her 
secret is wearing what she has always 
worn - sort of. “I’ve always loved dresses, 
and I still do. The hemlines are a metre 
longer than they were 40 years ago, that’s 
all” A radical change of style direction 

is inadvisable at this point. If you have 
made it through your first half century in 
jeans and trainers, a complete Savile Row 
makeover at this point will be an expensive 
mistake. Start by swapping that bobbly 
zip-up fleece for an unstructured blazer 
and take it from there. If you have always 
been a Phoebe Philo-worshipping, navy- 
and-polo neck type don’t start wearing 
purple and fun brooches to show you still 
appreciate fashion. Channel Lee Radziwill 
and keep it refined and understated with 
a few strategic additions of jewellery. 


Be asilver fox 

Grey is the new blonde. Silver foxes (and 
vixens) have more fun. Andie MacDowell 
(64) ruled the Cannes red carpet with her 
grey hair last year; Kristen McMenamy 


OY 


(57) made the cover of British Vogue with 
long silver locks a few months ago. Idris 
Elba (49) has a salt-and-pepper beard 
these days and even Cillian Murphy as 
Tommy Shelby was greying at the temples 
by the finale of Peaky Blinders. The 
convention that once dictated women 
must cut their hair in midlife if they were 
to avoid being shamed as “mutton dressed 
as lamb” - the 20th-century equivalent 

of witch-hunting - has thankfully died 
out. It remains true, however, that good 
grooming becomes essential as you get 
older, for men and women. The same level 
of devil-may-care scruffiness that looks 
deliciously rock’n’roll at 25 will makea 
55-year-old appear to be falling apart at 
the seams. Ponytails on men and plaits on 
women are dabbled with at your own risk 
in midlife, but you do you. 


Saas 

Leather: proceed with caution 
At 58, Brad Pitt is a year older than Boris 
Johnson. I share this fact with you to 
illustrate that there are no hard and fast 
rules about what you can get away with 
at what age. There is no doubt that Pitt 
could pull offa pair of leather trousers 
if he wanted to, but as for Johnson in 
leather, well I can only apologise for 
conjuring that image. See also: ripped 
jeans, overzealous shirt-unbuttoning 


PHOTOGRAPHY: SHUTTERSTOCK, ALAMY, EPA, PA IMAGES, WIREIMAGE, EVERETT COLLECTION INC/ALAMY, GETTY IMAGES, BAUER-GRIFFIN 


(men and women), band T-shirts, 
anything witha skull motif on it. 


The office 


If you are a man in the half-century 
ballpark, then you are of an age when the 
shirt worn under a crewneck or v-neck 
sweater has been a go-to smart-casual 
office look for most of your working life. 
But there may come a day when you look 
in the mirror and realise that your shirt 
(it’s probably pale blue) under a sweater 
(I’m thinking, charcoal grey) looks less 
like you are about to wow a Silicon Valley 
boardroom and more like you are ready 
to ease into your favourite chair with 

a hardback historical biography. Try 
wearing a jacket instead. (Bill Nighy gives 
good jacket-over-casual-shirt, no tie.) For 
women, trousersuits are excellent at all 
ages (see: Viola Davis) but if tailoring isn’t 
for you, think Prada. Not what Miuccia 
Prada puts on the catwalk, but what she 
herself wears: a neatly fitted sweater, 
aknee- or calf-length A-line or printed 
skirt, kitten heels, very good jewellery. 


Parties 

Now 40th birthdays seem to mostly be 
all-night raves, 50 and upwards might be 
the first time you have to do grown-up 


S@ 


As topsy turvy 
as it sounds, 
getting older 
calls for clothes 
that shout 

abit louder 


eveningwear. Figuring out what to wear 
is almost as stressful as the anticipation 
of the three-day hangover. For men, the 
party shirt is still a safe choice, but nothing 
shiny, no Hawaiian florals and do not take 
it off on the dancefloor. For women, if 
déshabillé has been your signature, takea 
steer from Carine Roitfeld who shows that 
messy black eyeliner and leather skirts 
still work at 67 when worn witha simple 
silk blouse and black sandals. Experiment 
with floorlength: a kaftan-adjacent 
maxidress is pleasingly grand, and you can 
wear flat shoes. Oprah Winfrey in a floor- 
length shirt dress is your key reference 
here, not the Duchess of Devonshire. 


Holidays 
Taking the same three dresses on holiday 
for 25 years on the trot isa great British 


Grey is the new black: 
(from left) Oprah 
Winfrey, Bill Nighy, 
Andie MacDowell, Idris 
Elba, Miuccia Prada, 
Carine Roitfeld, Kristen 
McMenamy, Viola Davis 


L/D one 


tradition and sustainable to boot, so 

it’s a green light for the denim mini you 
bought at the big Topshop when Tony 
Blair was in Downing Street and the 
kaftan you bought on Benirras beach 

in Ibiza because a twentysomething 
Sienna Miller was wearing one. Butasa 
rule of thumb, if you now have to take 
your reading glasses out to dinner and/or 
use the torch function on your phone to 
read menus, go easy on the cheesecloth 
and embroidery and gathered milkmaid 
necklines. Relaxed and boho is good, 
but droopy is not a vibe we want to 
emphasise at this juncture. White jeans 
are always a good idea. Men: classic 
sunglasses in black or tortoiseshell only, 
as anything mirrored will now make you 
look like a grizzled LAPD cop. 


OK, there are a few don'ts 

Ican’t lie, there are a couple of red lines. 
For women: sweatshirts or tote bags with 
cutesy whimsical slogans that include 
the words “prosecco” or “yoga”. For men: 
cycling outfits with an excessive volume 
of lime green. I concede that I’m not 
really qualified to stand in judgment on 
cycling gear seeing as how I’ve only been 
ona bike once since graduating, but can it 
really be necessary to go full Ninja Turtle 
to pedal around Regent’s Park? 


Howto | Age well 


With age 
comes... 


The end of ambition, 
involuntary grunts and 

a mistrust of bathroom 
fittings. Tim Dowling 
reports, from the frontline, 
on those little signs 


The parameters of middle age have 
been generously expanded over the 
years; for along time I thought I might 
avoid old age altogether, because the 
minimum qualifying limit was sliding 
forward faster than I was. Middle age, 
by some definitions, now extends to 60, 
or even 65, which still gives mea bit of 
areprieve. 

But I know this to bea mere 
technicality; a loophole, and slim 
comfort. I’m 59, and that’s pretty old. 
So old it doesn’t feel like a privilege, 
even if it’s preferable to the alternative. 
What have I learned about what it’s 
really like to get old? Not a lot, but here 
it is. [thought I’d better write it down 
before I forget it. 


The real difference between youth 
and age is not physical, or even 
mental. It’s just the added weight 
of all the years piled up behind 
you. You can call it experience if you 
want, but having a considerable past 
doesn’t necessarily confer any wisdom. 
It just compresses time so that things 
that happened last week and things that 
happened in the mid-1980s sit side by 
side in your memory. This isn’t a problem 
as long as you restrict your conversational 
circle to other old people. 


Being old also means having to 
contend with the enormous, 
invisible volume of everything 
you have done and completely 
forgotten about. At the age of 20 
you’ve lived so little you can remember 
virtually all of it; by the age of 60 you 


e@ 


Monotasking 

is the great skill 

of middle age. 
Granted, this is 
due toan inability 
to multitask 


will have forgotten entire holidays, 
scores of books you’ve read, hundreds 
of arguments, upwards ofa thousand 
former acquaintances, all the popular 
music released between 1999 and 
2004, and at least 10 Netflix passwords. 
This isn’t memory loss - just a natural 
shedding of things your brain has 
deemed superfluous. 


At some point during your 
middle years you start to notice 
that whenever you stand up or 
sit down you make a noise: an 
involuntary groan of exertion. When 
rising from a chair there’s often a note 
of exasperation in it, as if the effort was 
barely worth the result; on the way 
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WHAT A CORKER... 


A fine wine doesn’t always improve with age. Ageing well depends 
on factors including temperature, humidity and light. All wines 
have a window when they are at their best, after which they decline 


down there’s usually a ring of relief. 
It’s possible, for a time, to maintain 

a youthful facade simply by training 
yourself not to make the noise, but the 
noise wins in the end. 


Even so, without regular 
external reminders, it’s very 
hard to think of yourself as old, 
and it still sometimes comes 
as a shock. A few years ago when I was 
shopping I became aware of a stooped, 
wizened man following me around 
the mall. Then I realised there were 
just mirrors everywhere. They even 
had them running up both sides of 
the escalator. I don’t go to that mall 
any more. 


When old people look at other 

old people they’ve known 

for along time, they see a weird 

hybrid of the young person they 
once knew and the improbably wrinkled 
crone before them. This doesn’t work 
with old people you’ve just met. They 
look ancient. 


From the perspective of a young 

person, it may seem almost 

impossible to be happy and 

old. And while it’s true there 
are a remarkable number of things to 
complain about in old age, there is a also 
a statistically significant lightening of 
mood: according to personal satisfaction 
surveys, the least happy demographic are 
those aged 40 to 59 - after about 54 your 
outlook improves steadily, in a way that 
appears to be utterly unrelated to the fix 
you find yourself in. So there’s that to 
look forward to. 


The years from late middle age 
onward are also marked bya 
steady erosion of ambition. The 
cause isn’t so much a loss of drive 
as a growing realisation that you aren’t 
going to change the world after all. You’re 
just going to die and be forgotten, like 
almost everyone else. The knowledge 
that your existence doesn’t really matter 
is sobering, but also a relief. It’s certainly 
changed my approach to paperwork. 


Ayoung person asks: why do 

old people have the radio on all 

the time? Is it like company for 

them? The truth is: we had the 
radio on 40 years ago, before we were old, 
it’s been on ever since, and we are never 
going to turn it off. You can turn it off 
when we’re dead. 


It’s inevitable that as one ages 

one becomes more cautious. 

Although the precautions 

observed may not always be 
consistent or even rational, the collective 
weight of all the times you’ve cheated 
death eventually leaves you witha sense 
that your luck may soon run out. As my 
100-year-old father once said to me: “I’m 
very careful on stairs; everyone I know 
died falling down the stairs.” 


Monotasking is the great 
skill of late middle age: 
doing one thing to the 
exclusion of all others. 
Granted, this renewed ability to focus 
is largely due to a growing inability 
to multitask; with age it becomes 
increasingly difficult to do two things at 
once and remember what both of them 
are. But this does mean that one’s later 


years are a great time to pick up anew 
skill from scratch - drawing, painting, 

a musical instrument, even a foreign 
language. Trust me: the restlessness that 
made discipline and regular practice 
annoying when you were 15 evaporates 
by the time you’re 50. Your reflexes may 
have dulled a bit, but your tolerance for 
endless repetition will be immense. 


After 50 one begins to 
recognise in oneself a growing 
resistance to change, if only 
because it so often nullifies 


years of hard-won training. Certain 
common stereotypes of older people - as 
creatures bewildered by technology and 
outfoxed by ordinary packaging - have 

at their root this resistance to pointless 
change. I have decades of experience in 
getting the lids off things, all of it rendered 
useless by these new lids they have now. 


Also, everyone needs to stop 
inventing new and exciting 
ways to turn a shower on 
and off. What happened 


to knobs? Yes, I do know how old and 
cranky that makes me sound, and it’s a 
sign of my age that I don’t care any more. 


Old people can sometimes 
seem aloof, disapproving, 
rude, dismissive, mistrustful 
and slow to grasp subtlety, 


when what they really are is a bit hard of 

hearing. Try repeating what you just said, 

but louder, and see if you don’t get amore 

engaged response the second time. 
Inevitably some old people will 

find this patronising. I didn’t say we 

weren’t difficult. 
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The Observer 


foodmonthly 
awards 


Supported by 


M&S 


— FOOD — 


What makes someone’s social 
good enough to eat? 


You decide 


Vote for your favourite social 
media star, restaurant, place 
to drink or food hero, and 
help celebrate those who 
make life more delicious at 
the Observer Food Monthly 
Awards. Nominate and you 
could win prizes too, visit: 
observer.co.uk/vote-ofm 


See full terms and conditions at observer.co.uk/food-awards. One vote/entry per person. Maximum of one winner per household. Only UK residents aged 18 years or over at the time of submission are eligible 
for entry into the free prize draw. Closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 20 June 2022. Prizes must be redeemed in accordance with the specific rules which relate to them, which include date restrictions on 
travel. Prizes are non-refundable, non-transferable and have no cash alternative. The winners will be notified by email on or before 31 July 2022 and given details of how to claim their prizes. 
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Hadley Freeman goes behind the scenes 
at Rooney v Vardy, the most bananas 


celebrity court case in history 
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Charlie calls:this . « 
‘al freshco’ dining 


Because he only uses the 
freshest of ingredients 
for the very best flavour. 
It’s why he gets hundreds 
of them delivered to his 
kitchen every single day. 
It doesn’t get fresher 
than that. 
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Championship. So how did he end up on Team USA? 
P32 


Sign up 

for the Inside Saturday 
newsletter for a sneak 
peek of each issue 


‘In ananosecond, my life had gone from one of 
predictable joy to one of unimaginable terror’ 
Jessica Morris on facing up to a brain tumour 
P36 


Edith Pritchett A week in Venn diagrams 


Checking the 


Renewing (.\ Swallowing last seeri-on 
a passport chewing WhatsApp for 
P P someone who 


oem is ghosting 


you 


Hearing horror stories about how 
it’s going to be stuck in the 
system for an eternity 


Hopefully looking for 
signs of life 
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‘I’m sure people still 
think we’re shambolic’ 
The return of slacker 
legends Pavement (below) 
P43 


Cultural prescription 
Out-of-body experiences 
P47 


‘I can’t believe I said 
that in a song’ 

Avril Lavigne looks back 
P56 


Books 

Must read, she wrote 
Books by women that no 
man should miss 

P61 


Nonfiction reviews........64 
Fiction TEVICWS.......0.00000 67 


The books of my life 
Novelist Esther Freud 
P70 


The big idea 
Has much great 
literature has been lost? 


P71 


Boris 
Johnson 


governing 


Why underwired is over 
Are we finally ready to 
fling out uncomfortable 
bras (above)? 


P75 


Blind date 

Jemma and Pietro, 
and asleeve on fire ... 
P80 


Tim Dowling 

It’s my first MRI, and my 
heart is thudding 

P81 


You be the judge 
Should my flatmate iron 
and fold the laundry? 
P82 


Ask Annalisa Barbieri 
Help! My teenage son is 
being exposed to porn 
P83 


Style & BOAY.....cecceccesseees 84 
bE <1 (6) 86 
Travel 

Shore things 

From Ann Cleeves on 
Whitley Bay to Andrew 
Martin on Scarborough: 


six authors celebrate the 
joy of the British seaside 
P90 


Guardian angel 

The litter picker who is 
helping to save birds 
P102 


Me 


playing 
darts 


Not just bad, 
dangerously bad 
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Smart shot 
The best pictures 
taken on phones 
Almudena 
Lopez 
Calafate 


Untitled, 2016 
Shot on iPhone 6 


Almudena Lopez Calafate is no hoarder, but she 
doesn’t like to throw things in the bin unnecessarily. 
The red roses on her bedroom dressing cabinet were 
from her then boyfriend and she had held on to them 
even once they had wilted. The stylist, who hails from 
Spain, was getting dressed one morning and was 
drawn by the contrast of her yellow skirt against the 
muted trinkets. 

“On the right is an old photo of my mum in the 
70s,” she says, “and to the left are stones I found on 


the beach, amulets, perfume bottles. The only thing 
I repositioned is the rose reflected in the handheld 
mirror. I love reflections; they make me think of 
Alice in Wonderland, of mystery and distortion.” 
Lopez Calafate used the VSCO app to capture and 
edit the photo, adding a little noise and brightness. 
She is camera-shy, so was pleased with her 
confidence in sharing the image: she describes it as a 
self-portrait. 
“You can understand a lot about me by looking at 
this photograph, without seeing my face.” 
Grace Holliday 


5 


AP (2); NBAE/GETTY IMAGES; SYGMA/GETTY IMAGES; GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO; SHUTTERSTOCK 


CUTTINGS 


Conversations 
with Coco 
What's with 

all the new 

dog breeds? 


he animal charity Blue Cross is 
| campaigning to stop pugs and 

French bulldogs being featured 
in advertisements. It hopes to slow 
demand for thea flat-faced pooches 
where “overbreeding” is causing 
breathing and walking difficulties. 
Yet new breeds of dogs are introduced 
each year. How are there so many? And 
what does this mean for dogs? Iasked 
evolutionary biologist Frank Hailer. 


Is it true that all dogs are descended 
from one line of wolf? 

All dogs derive from a one-time 
domestication event - a single wolf 
that became a companion animal. 

And there’s no genetic evidence of 
other wild species except the grey wolf 
contributing to modern dogs. At the 
same time, it’s probably more complex. 


That event was ages ago, though. 
In the range of 16,000 to 40,000 
years ago. 


Whereas most modern dog breeds 
have been around for only the past 
300 years. 

Three hundred at most. A lot of breeds 
have been formed more recently. The 
concept of controlling dog breeding 
and defining specific breeds hasn’t 
been around long. 


I still find the whole thing mad! How 
can we just make a new dog breed? 
How long does it take? 

There’s no scientific threshold to 
define a new breed - it’s the various 
kennel clubs who do that. Soif we 
cross two existing breeds and make 
something we didn’t have before, then 
only let them mate with one other, 
theoretically, that’s anew dog breed 
within very few generations. That’s 
probably how most of our dog breeds 
came about: humans controlling based 
on qualities we want or find pleasing. 


I’m a cat person - but I do wonder if so 
many dog breeds would exist without 
human interference? 

No. Speciation happens in the wild, 
but it is a very slow process. 


Iread that, despite the diversity in 
humans - height, sex, skin and hair 
colour, etc - the difference in our 
genes is only about 5%. But between 
different dog breeds, a chihuahua 
and a great dane, say, it could be up 

to 27.5%. Is the category of “dog” too 
big? Do we need a new one? 

There are various ways of measuring 
difference, and what you are 
describing is frequency of genetic 
traits. Because we’ve been inbreeding 
dogs, the overall gene pool is small. 
Another way to measure difference is 
DNA, and that’s where we see dogs are 
similar to each other because they’ve 
had up to 40,000 years to develop into 
something different from a wolf. As for 
anew category of animal, yes - that’s 
a matter of time. But a very long time. 


What would happen if we stopped 
controlling breeding? I know you’ve 
written about the stray dogs of 
Moscow, which have lived without 
human interference for 150 years. 
They are fascinating, because some of 
our favourite dog traits disappeared - 
the wagging tails and friendliness to 
humans. There’s an experiment from 
Russia where they bred red foxes for 
lack of aggression. The foxes started to 
get floppy ears and wagged their tails. 


But what’s next for our beloved pugs? 
Could we breed them back to healthy? 
The short nose is clearly derived from 
human preferences. If you look at 
historical photos of bulldogs, 100 years 
ago they had much longer noses. If we 
have the power to make noses short, 
we have the power to make them 
longer. If we call dogs our best friend, 
we do need to look out for them. P 
Coco Khan 


Illustration: Lalalimola 


Wingman: anytime 


Dance moves 


“triangle offense”. 


Team work 


Running man 


2a 


UNCLEAR 


With Top Gun: Maverick in cinemas and two Missions: 
Impossible in the works, it’s a busy time for Tom: Cruise. 
Jumping on from Tony Scott’s 1986 blockbuster, the 
sequel finds Maverick still writing cheques his body can’t 
cash: Cruise pilot is training Top Gun graduates. Among 
his charges is Miles Teller playing Bradley “Rooster” 
Bradshaw, son of one Nick “Goose” Bradshaw. 


Target-rich environment 
Spoiler: in the original, when father Goose was 
Maverick’s flight partner, he died tragically. 
Maverick blamed himself. Goose was played by 
Anthony Edwards, best known as Dr Mark Greene 
in medical drama ER, set in Chicago. In the 90s 
the second city had a pop cultural moment, from 
Oprah’s empire to the rise of post-rock and the 
dominance of basketball team the Chicago Bulls. 


The early stages of the pandemic were confusing: 
who knew so many non-basketball fans would be 
enthralled by Netflix’s docuseries The Last Dance, 
chronicling Michael Jordan and the Bulls’ NBA 
dominance. Basketball expert or not, we all now 
understand Phil Jackson’s groundbreaking 


Down the rabbit hole 


Lost in the flow of pop culture 
This week: Top Gun: Maverick 


Larry Ryan 


Akey supporting act was Dennis Rodman: a high- 
performing player with a taste for the high life and high 

drama. Off-court interests would later take him to North 
Korea. Inevitably, they also led to Hollywood. In 1997, 
he starred in Double Team alongside Jean-Claude Van 
Damme and Mickey Rourke. “One of the most preposterous 
action films ever made,” wrote Roger Ebert. 


In the early 80s, Rourke honed his Brando-isms in Rumble Fish, 
based on the SE Hinton novel. Director Francis Ford Coppola 
was on a Hinton jag: he also adapted her classic teen gang tale 
The Outsiders. Matt Dillon was in both, with the latter 
featuring numerous fledgling actors - Patrick Swayze, Rob 
Lowe, Ralph Macchio, Emilio Estevez and ... Tom Cruise. It 
wasn’t clear who would be the biggest star, but with Risky 
Business and Top Gun to follow, Cruise was to outrun them all. 


Pairing notes 


Listen Made at the tail end of the cold war, Top Gun avoids much direct 
reference to it. The Unclear and Present Danger podcast explores 80s 
and 90s cinema that does engage with the era’s geopolitics. 

Drink It’s back to basics in Top Gun world: in a busy bar scene, Goose 
and Maverick chug bottles of Bud, while Val Kilmer’s Iceman sips 
aglass of ice-cold water. Can’t get cooler than that. 
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CUTTINGS 


Flashback 

Toyah Willcox and 
Robert Fripp recreate 

a photo from their 
wedding - a day of panic, 
pasta and paparazzi 


Interview: Harriet Gibsone 
Main portrait: Pal Hansen 
Styling: Andie Redman 


He came from the 60s, having 
multiple girlfriends all at once 


os 
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oyah Willcox and Robert 
Fripp are arock star 
couple turned lockdown 
YouTubers. Actor and 
musician Willcox, 64, 
rocketed to fame during 
the punk rock era, appearing in cult 
movies such as Quadrophenia, before 
releasing 80s hits such as It’s a 
Mystery. Meanwhile, Fripp, 76, is 
a founding member of King Crimson, 
and has collaborated with artists 
including David Bowie and Brian Eno. 
Both prolific musicians, they launched 
the successful Sunday Lunch video 
series in 2020, in which they cover 
classic songs in their home in 
Pershore, Worcestershire. Toyah 
is performing across the UK this 
summer: on the Electric Ladies tour in 
June; and at Let’s Rock - The Retro 
festival from May to September. 


Toyah 

This photograph was taken on our 
wedding day in 1986, which started 
off really dull and rainy, but as soon 
as we got to the church the sun came 
out. Robert was terrified. I was 
enjoying it, but very nervous: I had 
to keep the ceremony secret so 
photos weren’t leaked to the press. 
Sadly, the papers got wind and we 
were chased by paparazzi for two 
days afterwards. They were banging 
on the car door, shouting and saying 
that if we didn’t let them get a picture 
they were going to print a bad story 
about us. It wasn’t fun. 

There were only about 15 people 
in the church, just family. I couldn’t 
be seen buying anything bridal, so 
I got a ballgown from a local dress 
shop. I prepped all the food for the 
reception myself - chickpea curry, 
rice and pasta salads. The most 
terrifying part was that it was such 
acommitment. We were both 
thinking the same thing: are we 
ready for this? 

Robert never expected to get 
married, and I’d only been to one 
wedding in my life. To go through 
the ceremony was so official and 
regimented. It was a very strange 
feeling for a punk rocker. Robert 
wanted medieval vows about beasts 
rotting in the field, whereas the one 
thing I really wanted was to leave out 
the “I will obey” line - the vicar 
insisted that it should be in. 

Back then, everything was from 
Robert’s point of view. He came from 
the 60s - from having multiple 
girlfriends all at once, lots of casual 
sex, whereas I’d had none of that. 


He was a global rock success and 
his world only included him and 
his band. I came from my world of 
punk and complete independence. 
It was an unlikely match, but he 
was the first person Ihad met who 
wasn’t trying to dominate me as 

a female and was meeting meas 

a human being. 

Robert and I met while working 
together on a charity performance. 
We talked nonstop and didn’t sleep 
for a week as aresult. He told me 
he realised immediately I was his 
wife; we were engaged after a week 
and married nine months later. 

But at the time I was trying to 
extricate myself from a horrible 
relationship. Organising the 
wedding to Robert was incredibly 
stressful, so getting to that church 
was oddly the calmest moment ’d 
had ina long time. 

For the first 30 years of our 
marriage Robert never saw what 
I did beyond the home environment. 
It’s since lockdown - during which 
I’ve released an album and created 
our Sunday Lunch YouTube videos - 
that he has realised just what I do. 
Getting him involved with the 
videos was an experience. He has 
a reputation for being stubborn, 
but over the years has become 
kinder and more fun. I was worried 
Robert wasn’t moving enough, 
so I said to him: I’m going to teach 
you how to dance. We started with 
a jive and I quickly realised this 
man can play 11 notes a second, but 
he can’t tell left from right. I posted 
the footage and within five minutes 
we had 100,000 responses from 
around the world. We’re up to more 
than 65m views. 

Robert and I have never really 
relaxed - there are no beach holidays. 
For 36 years, we’ve talked about doing 
Route 66, but I need to accept that 
won’t happen. What we have done is 
built something as artists that means 
the world to us. We are completely 
dedicated to our work, and it’s what 
keeps us going. 

We would like to renew our vows, 
and if we do he’s paying for a dress, the 
ceremony and reception. That sounds 
unromantic, but he has to take part 
this time. No homemade chickpea 
curry. We’ll do it the right way. 


Robert 

I’m sure if I could remember being 
born it would be a level of terror 
ona par with my marriage day. 

I knew] loved her, but I didn’t 
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know her very well. And here I was 
committing my life to this person. 
When we first met we were 
followed everywhere by the press. 
So the wedding had to be a private 
family event. This was to some degree 
undermined because the Abbey 
House in Witchampton, Dorset, 
opposite the church where we were 
being married, had a big auction 
taking place at the same time, so 
there was a lot of national press. 
Alocal photographer saw that 
something was going on, and 
pounced. After the wedding 
ceremony we fled from the church. 
My approach to living has always 


been one of challenge. I surround 
myself with pointed sticks. One of 
the strategies I’ve always used is 
to spend money that I don’t have. 
I then have to go out and earn the 
money back. It has had my wife 
twitching. However, the past 
two years have been the only time 
that I have found comfort; cohabiting 
with my wife on a daily basis. We 
have little moments of intimacy: 
30 minutes in a wonderful tea shop 
in town, where Iam able to listen to 
my wife telling me what she’s been 
thinking about. 

What I’ve seen in the past two 
years - what I already knew but had 


2022 Toften say that my wife 
came from the planet Zarg 


not participated in as fully - is the 
depth of my wife’s creative vision. 
There is something very other 
about her. I often say that she came 
from the planet Zarg. But Ihave also 
seen how difficult it is for a very short 
woman of a certain age to be seen, 
heard or acknowledged. These days 
Iam copied into her business emails, 
because if Iam not there’s a high 
chance she won’t get a response. 

It hasn’t always been that way. 
When Toyah did It’s a Royal Knockout 


in 1987, I was sitting next toa banker 
who was supporting the event. He 
said to me: “Does it ever concern you 
that you’re simply an adjunct to your 
wife’s fame?” I said: “No, it’s never 
been an issue for me.” She is the star 
in this household, there’s no doubt 
about it, and I do not contest it for 

a moment. I’m here to support her. 
Even ifit means donning a tutu, 
going down to the river at the end 

of our garden and dancing as well as 
Ican to Swan Lake. 
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MR MARVIS introduces The Linens: perfect shorts for the 
warmest days of the year. The Linens are made from a 
blend of linen, organic cotton and elastane. This makes 
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our newest shorts not only light & airy but also very 
comfortable to wear. With eight colours there is a Linens 
to suit every style. Which one will you choose? 
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CUTTINGS 


Dans, 28 - thinks the UK was right to leave 
the EU because it favours wealthy nations 


Dining 
across the 
divide 

Can breaking 
bread bridge 
political 
differences? 


Interview: Zoe Williams 


Georgina, 31- doesn’t understand how 
someone from Latvia can support Brexit 


@ Dans, 28, Birmingham 

Occupation Accountant 

Voting record Left Latvia before he was 
old enough to vote. Voted Labour in 2019 
Amuse bouche Dans used to do 

some modelling 


® Georgina, 31, Birmingham 

Occupation Part-time office manager; 
also an actor and model 

Voting record Is7n’t eligible to vote in the 
UK; has generally voted for the Spanish 
equivalent of the Labour party 

Amuse bouche Went to COP15 in 2009 
as a youth spokesperson 


For starters 

Dans The food was amazing. We had 
baby potatoes, some seafood. 
Georgina We hada steak sharing 
board. It was very nice. We had some 
dressed mussels, in a tomatoey sauce. 
Dans I was very surprised to see 
someone my age. 

Georgina I was totally expecting 

a bloke in his 60s. 


The big beef 

Georgina He said Brexit didn’t have 
anything to do with racism. But my 
partner’s family said, “We voted to 
stay in the EU because we don’t want 
you to be deported.” And I thought: 


Portrait: Fabio De Paola 


“OK, people who vote leave are 
actually voting for me to be deported?” 
How is anybody OK with that? 

How can he come from Latvia and 
support Brexit? 

Dans A lot of our views on the EU were 
down to our personal experiences. 

I know she hada very good experience 
with the Erasmus scheme, and I’ve 
also been on Erasmus. So I see that 
good side of the EU. But the only 
change I have felt is the people from 
the EU who would not come to the 

UK any more. Everything else didn’t 
materialise, and what has materialised 
has been to do with circumstances 
other than Brexit. 

Georgina I saw his point that the 
European Union project sometimes 
isn’t beneficial for poorer countries - 
it’s all about France and Germany. 
Dans The EU favours wealthy 
countries. I saw the price of coffee in 
Latvia go from 60c to €1 overnight 
because they joined the eurozone. 
Wages don’t go up to keep pace. 


Sharing plate 

Dans I didn’t want to sound 
pessimistic, but environmentally 
speaking, I think we’re doomed. 
Georgina We had the same view on 
climate change. It’s inevitable that 


Want to dine 
across the divide 
Scan here to apply 
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we’re destroying the Earth. And it’s 
really sad. We also talked about what 
we do in our daily lives to reduce our 
impact. It was ironic, because we were 
eating steak and mussels. But we have 
both reduced our consumption of 
animal products to very low levels. 
Dans We really need to change, but 
you have to close that off, because 
that’s essentially climate anxiety. 
Georgina We agreed on Extinction 
Rebellion, that we see their point. It’s 
getting to the stage where people need 
to do something drastic. 


For afters 

Dans We found a lot of common 
ground on Covid. I thought she 

was going to say masks should be 
mandatory, but she just wants masks 
in very specific settings, when it’s 
overcrowded and the cases are high. 
Georgina We both came to the 
conclusion that it was an evolving 
situation. In Spain, it was brutal. 
Everyone had to wear masks all the 
time. I even saw people in their 80s, 
in the 30C heat, wearing FFP2 masks. 
But at the same time, I came back to 
the UK and got angry with people not 
wearing masks in supermarkets. 
Dans | bet if you started looking 

into the impact mask wearing has 
had on children, you’d never be 

able to justify it again. Just imagine 
putting yourselfin that position at 
the age of eight or nine. All these 
restrictions have a major impact on 
mental health. 

Georgina It was not beneficial for kids. 
But my partner got Covid at the start 
when he wasn’t vaccinated and he 
was so ill, he had long Covid for 10 
months. Dans said, “My partner’s got 
underlying conditions and she was 
fine.” And I was like, that’s exactly the 
point, it’s completely random. 


Takeaways 

Dans She was amazing. She’s got a very 
nice, authentic personality - she’s very 
open and we clicked quite quickly. 

We did exchange details, and we may 
meet again with our partners. 
Georgina It was an amazing 
experience, very refreshing. Two 
people with opposing views can sit 
down and explore that. Why can’t we 
use this tool that we have, whichis so 
powerful - human communication? 


Georgina and Dans ate at The Pig & 
Tail, Birmingham; thepigandtail.co.uk. 
Want to meet someone from across 

the divide? Go to theguardian.com/ 
different-views 
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representative 


the official combined fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for the all new 
Arkana e-tech 145 hybrid R.S. line are: 58.9 (4.8) and CO, emissions are 109g/km. 
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financial services, rivers office park, denham way, maple cross, rickmansworth, wd3 9ys. subject to status. guarantees and indemnities may be 
required. you must be a uk resident (excluding the channel islands) and over 18. offer based on 6,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile inc vat. 
terms and conditions apply. offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers. retail customers at participating dealers only. 
renault uk reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer at any time, without notice. UK spec may vary. 


Renault recommends GCastrol renault.co.uk 
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CUTTINGS 


The actor and playwright on bullies, 
stealing crisp money, and watching her 
future husband on stage aged 14 


OGA 
Lolita Chakrabarti 


Interview: Rosanna Greenstreet 


orn in Hull, Lolita Chakrabarti, 
B 52, studied at Rada. Her 

television roles include My Mad 
Fat Diary, A Casual Vacancy, Riviera, 
Showtrial and Vigil. In 2019, her 
adaptation of Life of Pi opened at the 
Sheffield Crucible. This year the show 
won five Olivier awards including best 
new play; it runs at Wyndham’s 
theatre in London. Chakrabarti has 
two daughters with the actor Adrian 
Lester; they live in London. 


What is the trait you most deplore 
in yourself? 
Insecurity. 


What is the trait you most deplore 
in others? 
Lack of empathy. 


What was your most embarrassing 
moment? 

In LA, about 15 years ago, Iasked an 
extremely famous singer what his 
job was. 


Describe yourself in three words 
Instinctive, unexpected, determined. 


What would your superpower be? 
I’d disempower all the bullies in 
the world. 


What do you most dislike about 
your appearance? 
Iam just glad everything works. 


What is your most unappealing habit? 
Interrupting people. 


What scares you about getting older? 
Nothing, really; I like the journey. 


What was the last lie you told? 
“T’ll just have one chocolate.” 


To whom would you most like to say 
sorry, and why? 

To my mum; I wish I’d known her 
better before she passed in 2016. 


What would 
improve my quality 
of life? A wife 


What is the worst thing anyone’s said 
to you? 

“Piss off, then - you’ll never have any 
luck in your life.” Needless to say, 

I don’t see them any more. That was 
six years ago. 


Would you choose fame or 
anonymity? 
A bit of both. 


What or whois the greatest love of 
your life? 

Adrian. When I was 13, I went to 
review a play as part of my drama class 
at school and Adrian was in it. He was 
14. We got together in my first term at 
Rada; he was the year above me. 


What does love feel like? 
Like laughter. 


What was the best kiss of your life? 
I’m not giving you all my secrets. 


Have you ever said ‘I love yow’ and not 
meant it? 
Probably. 


What did you dream about last night? 
Being on stage and not knowing 
my lines. 


What has been your biggest 
disappointment? 

That my first play, Red Velvet, took so 
many years to be done. It took me 
seven years to write and then five 
years to get to the stage. 


What would you like to leave 
your children? 
Happiness and stability. 


What single thing would improve the 
quality of your life? 
Awife. 


What do you consider your greatest 
achievement? 
Not giving up. 


What has been your closest brush 
with the law? 

When I was seven, I was caught 
stealing crisp money at school and the 
humiliation of that made me 
unbelievably honest from then on. 


Would you rather have more sex, 
money or fame? 
Money. 


What is the most important lesson life 
has taught you? 
Never give up. 
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CUTTINGS 


Experience 


I've been a lookalike for 
the Queen since the 70s 


As told to Chris Broughton 


y career as the 
Queen’s lookalike 
might never have 
come about if 
Ihadn’t come across 
an advert in the 
local paper in 1972. Stuck for ideas for 
my husband Ken’s birthday, Iread about 
artist Jane Thornhill’s portrait-painting 
service and thought, “Why not?” 
Iloved the finished piece, and Jane 
asked if she could submit it for the 
Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition. 
They assumed the painting was of the 
Queen and contacted Buckingham 
Palace, who said she hadn’t given a 
sitting. As portraits in the exhibition 
had to be painted from life, Jane 
was disqualified. 
When she arrived at the gallery to 
collect her work, she was pounced on 


by journalists. After that, my phone 
didn’t stop ringing - I was interviewed 
for newspapers, magazines and radio, 
and an agent said my resemblance to 
the Queen could be a money-spinner. 
He wasn’t the first person to spot the 
likeness. Ona trip to Greenwich when 
I was 11 0r 12, a photographer asked if he 
could use me in some shots, saying, 
“She looks like Princess Elizabeth.” 
Later, I’d draw crowds, especially 
abroad, and sometimes had to run away. 
The Queen and I were born only 18 
months apart, and as we grew older our 
looks remained similar - though ’m 
slightly shorter. By the time the portrait 
provoked interest, I was in my 40s and 
my family had settled in a village near 
Chelmsford. Before I had children, I’d 
worked as an au pair anda typist, but 
I’d always wanted to act. ’d been in 


Portrait: Mark Chilvers 


amateur productions, had elocution 
lessons and even passed an audition for 
Rada. But the fees were too expensive, 
plus my looks counted against me - no 
matter what role I took on, I’d hear 
comments from the audience, and 
sometimes even laughter. 

But when the agent approached me, 
Irealised there might be a way of 
making my resemblance to the Queen 
work in my favour. Isigned with an 
agency that supplied models for ads. 


Bands wanted me 
for music videos, 
and I handed out 
gifts with Liberace 


When I appeared in one with a stuffed 
corgi it caused controversy, with 
newspapers insisting the image was 
disrespectful to the royal family. But 
I’ve always been a staunch royalist and 
respect the Queen - I would never do 
anything that reflected badly on the 
monarch or myself. Over the years I’ve 
turned down large sums to pose for 
Page 3-type pictures, and insisted 
Ishould never be introduced as the 
Queen when making appearances. 
I don’t think anyone else had earned a 
living by resembling someone famous 
before - now there’s a whole industry. 
Over the next 40 years, I appeared on 
TV chatshows, opened supermarkets, 
assisted magicians and shot adverts all 
over the world. Bands wanted me for 
music videos, and I handed out gifts 
with Liberace and presented a silver 
disc to the band Queen. The only time 
Ken was impressed was when he got to 
meet Muhammad Ali, who had 
requested a photograph with me. 
Comedians such as Joan Rivers 
employed me to wave from the royal 
box when they were performing, and 
I finally started to get acting work. 
Iworked with Sooty and Roland Rat, 
and I’m proud to have featured on Blue 
Peter. I sat in when the Spitting Image 
team were modelling their puppet of the 
Queen, and contributed to candid 
camera-type shows and skits for the 
Goodies, the Rutles and Spike Milligan, 
though I gave short shrift to AliG 
when he asked me to drop my knickers 
as I got into a limousine. 
Eventually Hollywood came calling. 
Mike Myers was lovely to me when 
I worked on Austin Powers, even after 
I mistook him for a member of the crew. 
Leslie Nielsen and Priscilla Presley 
were charming when making Naked 
Gun. OJ Simpson was rude though 
-some actors didn’t realise how hard 
I worked. I’d spent hours perfecting the 
Queen’s voice and mannerisms, and 
kept abreast of royal developments so 
I could reference them in my speeches. 
Like the Queen, I’ve had toreinin 
my public appearances recently - if it 
wasn’t for my arthritis, I’d still be 
working. I retired in 2014, not long after 
the Queen appeared with Daniel Craig 
at the London Olympics. People have 
told me that until her face was revealed, 
they were expecting it to be me. I won’t 
be playing any part in her platinum 
jubilee party, either - I’m happy to 
watch it on TV like everyone else. 
Jeannette Charles 


Do you have an experience to share? 
Email experience@theguardian.com 
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WIGS, WAGS & WHATSAPPS 


Hadley Freeman on what really happened at the Wagatha Christie trial 

‘This is not entertainment, Rebekah Vardy’s 
barrister, Hugh Tomlinson QC, declared at the 
opening of the trial referred to at the Royal 
Courts of Justice as Vardy v Rooney, but known 
everywhere else as the Wagatha Christie trial. 
To borrow a favourite linguistic flourish of Vardy’s: 
not being funny, but what are you on, my learned 
friend? {| For seven days, I sat in the front row of 
the multimillion-pound libel trial and, to be honest 
with you - another favourite phrase of Vardy’s 
(one that led Coleen Rooney's barrister, David 
Sherborne QC, to retort, ‘Well, I'd much rather 
youre honest because you are sitting in 

a witness box’) - in all my many years of covering 
fashion and celebrities in this paper, this was the 
purest form of entertainment I have ever seen» 
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DISCOVER WHAT'S POSSIBLE 


Celebrity trials, from OJ Simpson to Johnny Depp, are 
always fascinating because seeing a famous person in 
the dock, exposed and vulnerable, forced to answer 
the most awkward of questions, is like catching them 
on the toilet. Who can look away? Yet most celebrity 
trialsinvolve allegations about serious crimes - murder, 
domestic abuse, sexual assault - which puts a kink in 
the enjoyability factor. This is where Wagatha triumphs 
over all previous celebrity trials, and possibly every 
other celebrity story ever: it is high drama, but with 
the lowest possible of stakes. 

“Why on earth are we here?” Sherborne, a Melvyn 
Bragg lookalike, asked in his opening statement. The 
answer, Mr Sherborne, is we are asking who Vardy 
was referring to in her text messages when she was 
talking about “anasty bitch”. Weare trying toascertain 
whether Vardy deliberately satin the wrong seats at the 
2016 Euros. And, most of all, we are asking, in these 
Royal Courts of Justice, if Rooney was right to block 
Vardy on Instagram, or was she being, as Vardy said at 
the time, “a cunt”? After however many years of non- 
stop news misery, this trialhas beenabalm onthesoul 
of Britain. Whoever ultimately wins - and the judge, 
Mrs Justice Karen Steyn, is expected to give her verdict 
in several weeks - the Queen should give damehoods 
to both Rooney and Vardy for services to their country. 

Wagatha (despite Rooney’s insistence that she 
thinks the term is “ridiculous”, I’m afraid there is no 
other name for this glorious hullaballoo) is about many 
things: it’s about social media, the tabloid press, the 
Football Association (FA), celebrity. (Sidenote: it’s 
incredible to me how often!’ve heard people denigrate 
thecaseas anembarrassing guilty pleasure. Is Wagatha 
silly? Absolutely. Is it irrelevant? Absolutely not.) 
But it’s also about something else, and it was only by 
being in the courtroom that I understood it was about 
something bigger, something almost - no - genuinely 
mythic. Wagathais not just about the Wags (aterm that 
is, Rooney said in her testimony, “not disrespectful”, 
so consider that the canonical ruling). Wagatha is 
about all of us. 


BEFORE WE GET TOUS, let’s talk about them: on one 
side of the bench, there was Rooney - small, pretty 
and strong as absolute nails - and on the other, there 
was Vardy, sleek and highly strung, a Siamese cat in 
shoulder pads. The two women had matching pouts and 
contoured cheek makeup, but the differences between 
them were as glaring as the shine off Vardy’s poker- 
straight hair. Rooney gazed serenely at Vardy during the 
three days she was in the witness box; Vardy looked at 
Rooney only once throughout the whole trial, when she 
was asked under oathif Rooney was right to describe her 
asaleaker. “No, she was wrong!” Vardy replied fiercely, 
whirling towards Rooney. 

This end-of-season episode of Footballers’ Wives 
did not stint on the drama. Vardy dabbed her eyes in 
the witness box whenrecalling the mean things people 
online said about her children, and collapsed entirely 
when Sherborne pointed to alleged inconsistencies 
in her claims that she doesn’t leak stories to the Sun; 
Rooney didn’t even blink when asked, repeatedly, about 
her husband’s infidelities. Wayne - pink, and perturbed 
as an undercooked potato - turned up every day, but his 
gaze never wavered from the middle distance, andthe 
only suggestion that he heard the humiliating questions 
his wife was forced to answer was his neck gently 
changing tint from pink to fuchsia. One afternoon, 
I spotted him outside the court signing autographs 
for some Everton fans and Iasked him what he was 
thinking about in court all day while he stared into 
space. “Oh, Idon’t want to answer that - Ihaven’t given 
any interviews aboutall this,” he said, alarmed, andran 
back to the safer embrace of his fans. Rooney, it’s hard 
not to suspect, may have called in all of her husband’s 
many debts to her to make him sit through this. 

In person, Wayne has the sweetly guileless 
expressions of a six-year-old, and the complexion of 


a 60-year-old barfly. Given how ubiquitous coverage 
of Wagatha has been in this country, some laughed at 
his claim that “sitting in the courtroom this weekis the 
first time I’m hearing almost everything on this case”, 
but [believe him. “My wife explained she believed the 
stories from the private Instagram account were getting 
leaked. I’m not big on social media and I didn’t want to 
get involved,” he said, and looking at where his wife’s 
suspicion led them years later, who could blame him? 
Yet even those who have keenly followed the case 
from the beginning may well have become lost in the 
labyrinthine details of this 21st-century Jarndyce v 
Jarndyce, which now involves every element of modern 
British culture, from Peter Andre tol’ma Celebrity ... Get 
Me Out of Here! to Roy Hodgson to Soho Farmhouse. So 
for those people, and for Wayne, a quick recap of how 
we got to where we were when this trial began. 


OSTENSIBLY, OUR STORY BEGINS on 9 October 2019 
when Rooney published what the lawyers called the 
“reveal post” to her millions of social media followers. 
She wrote that for several years she suspected someone 
of selling stories from her private Instagram account 
to the Sun; her outings to private members’ club 
Soho Farmhouse, for example. Employing heretofore 
hidden sleuthing brilliance, she posted fake stories 
on Instagram - she was looking into gender selection 
for her next baby; the family’s basement had flooded - 
and alternately blocked and unblocked her followers, 
restricting access to the fake stories until there was only 
one account viewing these stories, which then appeared 
in the Sun. This, Rooney wrote, proved she now had 
her culprit: “It’s.......... Rebekah Vardy’s account.” (The 
Wags have become associated with many things over 
the years, from Juicy Couture tracksuits to Balenciaga 
handbags. This marked the first time a Wag claimed 
ownership of a form of punctuation. “I use dots a lot,” 
she confirmed in her court testimony.) Rooney broke 
the internet with this post, but the internet mended 
itself fast enough for Vardy to post her denial that she 
sells stories. “I’m not being funny but I don’t need 
the money,” she wrote. Given Jamie reportedly earns 
around £140,000a week at Leicester City, this is perhaps 
the only comment she has made about this case that 
no one has contested. 

Rooney refused to back down. So did Vardy, and 


TO ALL THE PEOPLE 
WHO LAUGH AT HOW 
WAGS DRESS, | ASK: 
HAVE YOU EVER 
SEEN A BARRISTER 
DONE UP IN HIS 
POWDERED WIG? 


in June 2020 she launched a high court libel case. In 
English law, the burden of proof falls on the person 
who made the defamatory claim, meaning Rooney had 
to prove what she claimed. Matters did not start well 
for her when, in November 2020, in the first stage of 
libel action, Mr Justice Warby declared that it didn’t 
matter that Rooney had carefully written “Rebekah 
Vardy’s account”; the “ordinary reader”, the justice 
said, would stillassume Vardy had been selling stories. 
This made the caselook unwinnable for Rooney, as she 
would now have to prove that Vardy personally passed 
on stories about her. But the upside to that ruling for 
Rooney was it meant her lawyers could now focus on 
Vardy’s interactions with the media, to show that, on 
balance of probability, Vardy sold stories. 

The game evened up in February of this year 
when WhatsApp messages between Vardy and her 
agent, Caroline Watt, were disclosed, including texts 
from Vardy saying “leak the story” and - about one 
of Rooney’s Instagram stories - “Would love to leak 
those stories x.” Ifthey weren’t exactly smoking guns, 
they had - to borrow a phrase from Rooney’s barrister 
Sherborne - a “whiff of cordite”. And these weren’t even 
allthe messages: only days after Watt was instructed to 
disclose the messages for the trial she, alas, “dropped 
her phonein the North Sea while filming the coastline” 
and many of Vardy’s messages mysteriously vanished 
when she was trying to send them to her lawyers. Yet 
some messages did escape Vardy’s IT disaster and 
the North Sea, such as one from Watt to Vardy after 
Rooney posted a message on Instagram complaining 
that someone she trusted was leaking stories about her: 
“It wasn’t someone she trusted. It was me [laughing 
face emoji].” The cordite thickened. In April, two weeks 
before the trial, Vardy admitted it was possible that 
Watt had leaked the stories, but insisted she herself 
was not involved. Watt did not appear at the trial, 
citing ill health. 


THIS STORY REALLY BEGAN long before 2019. Some 
future historians may date its origins to the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia, when Vardy and several other Wags were 
photographed together, which, according to Rooney’s 
lawyer, Vardy secretly setup with the paparazzi without 
telling the other women. (Vardy denies this, so it’s 
unfortunate that on thenight the photo was taken, she 
sent Watt multiple WhatsApps about the womenanda 
photographer: “We may have to walkto the restaurant 
... Might bea good pic of us walking down x”.) Others 
will gobacka little farther to the now fateful 2016 Euros, 
when Vardy sat behind Rooney during a game in seats 
that weren’t hers because, Rooney’s lawyers allege, she 
knew it would make fora better paparazzishot. (Vardy 
also denies this.) But the story really begins at the 2006 
World Cup. Back then, photos of Rooney, Victoria 
Beckham, Alex Curran (wife of Steven Gerrard), Elen 
Rivas (former partner of Frank Lampard) 

and Carly Zucker (now Cole, wife of Joe) >> 
walking the streets of Baden-Baden 
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suddenly dominated the British media, outraging the 
FA and changing the life of a 24-year-old woman then 
called Rebekah Nicholson for ever. That World Cup is 
when Wag culture became identifiable, aspirational 
and monetisable. It also became wholly bound up with 
the tabloids, which printed daily photos of them. And 
the snowflake that first fell in Baden-Baden becamean 
avalanche, which last month barrelled through Court 
13 at the Royal Courts of Justice. 

Libel cases are not tried in front ofajury, sothe other 
journalists and I were seated in the jury box, about two 
yards from Vardy and her team of lawyers, three yards 
from the Rooneys, and facing directly opposite the 
witness box. This proved alittleawkward at times, such 
as on the first day when Vardy sat on the stand facing 
me and was asked by an apparently outraged Sherborne 
why she told the News of the World in 2004 that Peter 
Andre is “hung like a small chipolata”. “Did you feel 
particularly strongly about the size ofhis manhood that 
it should be made public?” Sherborne thundered. His 
point was that Vardy has form in selling stories about 
people’s private lives to the papers, but has there ever 
been a more innocent bystander in a libel trial than 
poor Peter Andre? The Rooneys kept admirably straight 
faces during this - and every - exchange. The journalists 
were less composed anda mass outbreak of sniggering 
struck the jury box, and the court, for the first and far 
from the last time, reprimanded us for laughing. 

At one time Vardy seemed to revel in her low-level 
celebrity status, writing guest columnsin the Sun and 
appearing on reality TV shows suchas I’ma Celebrity. 
But during the trial she dressed in an emphatically 
un-Waggy way, all centre partings, long dresses and 
jackets with too sharp shoulders, bought from the Joan 
of Arc section of Selfridges. Rooney stayed truer to her 
usual style, in girlish dresses and high street suits, 
pairing the surgical boot for her fractured foot witha 
Waggish selection of single Chanel and Gucci loafers. 


MUCH SNOBBERY HAS BEEN directed at the Wags over 
the years, but to all the people who laugh at how they 
dress, ask you this: have you ever seen a barrister all 
done up in his powdered wig? Isthatreally less absurd 
thana woman from Liverpool witha massive designer 
handbag? Because this wasn’tjusta battle ofthe Wags, 
but also of the Wigs, and both sides had their own 
special lingo. With the Wigs, it’s all “m’lud” this and 
“your ladyship” that, whereas with Rooney and Vardy, 
everyone is either “fuming” or “buzzing”. It was like 
hearing two very different languages spoken towards 
each other, and Vardy made asmall smile whenever the 
barristers attempted to get their fruity lips around her 
salty texts: “And then you replied, Mrs Vardy, ‘Fucking 
ridiculous x,’” Tomlinson quoted solemnly. Tomlinson 
was one of the founders of Hacked Off, the campaign for 
reform of the British press, soisunlikely tobeafan ofthe 
Sun. Instead, he prefers the works of French philosopher 
Gilles Deleuze, which he occasionally translates, and I 
wondered ifhe had been teaching Vardy the finer points 


SEVEN DAYS OF COURT COUTURE 


THE VARDYS SPENT 
THE WHOLE TIME 
WITH THEIR ARMS 
ENTWINED. THE 
ROONEYS SAT 
TOGETHER BUT ONLY 
OCCASIONALLY 
CONVERSED 


of Deleuze when he asked her what she meant when 
she messaged Watt that she wanted to “leak a story”. 

“I didn’t mean leak,” Vardy said. 

Sherborne later picked up on this on behalf of Rooney 
and asked her, “Can we agree if a sentence reads that 
way that’s what it means?” 

“No,” Vardy replied. The French philosopher would 
be proud. 

Sherborne is louder, brasher and tanner, witha repu- 
tation for defending celebrities (and being photographed 
with them). He represented Johnny Depp when he lost 
his libel case against the Sun in November 2020, so he, 
too, is unlikely to bea fan of the red top. Despite being 
paid what I was reliably told was “well into the six 
figures” for this case, both barristers confused Vardy 
and Rooney’s names (women - so hard to tell apart!), 
and Tomlinson in particular appeared to struggle to 
understand the finer details of Instagram, which surely 
should be within his paygrade. But Sherbourne earned 
his fee when, on the third day, he managed to keep 
a straight face as he asked Vardy how she felt about 
Rooney after the reveal post. Sad, Vardy replied. Really, 
he huffed, and he then read out aninterview Vardy gave 
the Daily Mail the day after the post: “Arguing with 
Coleen Rooney would beas pointless as arguing witha 
pigeon: youcantellitthat you arerightand itis wrong, 
butit’s still going to shitin your hair,” he harrumphed. 
Reader, I laughed (and was again told off by the court). 


Vardy claimed that some of the quotes attributed to her 
in the press over the years are “just nonsense”, butI do 
hope she said that pigeon line. 


A LARGE PART OF THIS TRIAL was spent trying to 
untangle the Gordian knot that is footballers, their 
wives and the media. (Whenever anyone referred to 
“the press” or “the media” in this trial, they meant the 
Daily Mail, the Mirror and, most of all, the Sun. These 
are the only papers on the Wags’ radar, tothe point that 
when Vardy was told by her media adviser that I was 
from the Guardian, she looked as perplexed as ifI was 
covering the trial for Horse & Hound magazine.) Vardy 
enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship with the Sun: 
she posed for paparazzi shots and gave interviews, 
and they ran puff pieces with her and referred to her 
as “Queen of the Wags”. This is the quid pro quo of 
entertainment journalism. By contrast, the Rooneys, 
being Liverpudlian and more private by nature anyway, 
never talk to the Sun and are frequently trashed in that 
paper. Vardy wrote a diary of her time at the 2016 Euros 
for the Sunand she was suspected by Rooney andsome 
of the other Wags of being the source for the paper’s 
The Secret Wag column, which described footballers’ 
infidelities and the Wags’ plasticsurgery. Vardy denies 
this, but it took Sherborne five minutes to get her to 
admit she passed on astory to Watt about Jamie’s former 
teammate Danny Drinkwater being arrested for drink- 
driving so she would leak it to the Sun. But that, she 
told Sherborne, was because “I’m deeply affected by 
drink-driving.” (Vardy’s WhatsApp to Wattat the time: 
“T want paying forthis x”.) And OK, sheconceded, some 
of her old WhatsApps look as if she was encouraging 
Watt to pass on other stories - about her husband’s 
then teammate Riyad Mahrez; which footballer was 
shagging which other footballer’s wife; which Wag had 
amiscarriage - but that was just her “having a gossip”. 
Sherborne asked what she meant in yet another Whats- 
App to Watt when she said “Can we not leaka story x”. 

“I meant I wanted to do a story about positive body 
image,” Vardy replied. 

“Do you not know what the word leak means?” 
Sherborne asked. As there were no good answers to 
that question, Vardy wisely stayed silent. 

The FA learned at Baden-Baden that a gaggle of 
Wags (a waggle) is a front page photo, so they began 
to separate the Wags at games to keep mediaattention 
on the sport. But at the 2016 Euros, Vardy sat herself 
behind Rooney and was duly photographed. Harpreet 
Robertson, then the family liaison officer for the FA, 
testified that when she told Vardy she was inthe wrong 
seats, it led an unidentified member of Vardy’s party 
to reply: “We can sit where we like, fuck off.” When 
Sherborne asked Vardy about this exchange, she rolled 
her eyes and said, “Mrs Robertson took an instant 
dislike to me.” 

“Why would she take an instant dislike to you?” 
he asked. 

“I don’t know,” Vardy replied. 
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THE HUSBANDS VISIBLY, palpably, wanted to stay 
wellout of this fight, and last May, Wayne sent a dove to 
Jamie viathe romantic medium of anewspaper column, 
in which he wrote that Jamie should bein the England 
team: “I knowsome willbe surprised at this, especially 
with the legal case between my wife and Jamie’s wife, 
but this is my honest football opinion.” But no doves 
were tobe found in the courtroom. In his unexpectedly 
confident testimony, Wayne said that at the 2016 Euros, 
Roy Hodgson asked him, as the team’s captain, “to 
speak to Mr Vardy about issues regarding his wife and 
to ask his wife to calm down. The FA didn’t want any 
newspaper columns,” he said, referring to Vardy’s Euro 
column in the Sun: “I am sat here under oath. 1 100% 
spoke to Mr Vardy,” he said. Alas, the one day Jamie 
turned up was the day Wayne testified and it was Jamie’s 
honest football opinion that his former team captain 
was “talking nonsense ... He never spoke to me about 
Becky’s media work at Euro 2016.” Shortly after issuing 
that statement - not as asworn testimony but via the 
possibly less legally binding method ofa press release 
from his lawyers - he and his wife left the courtroom. 
When their lawyer explained their absence tothe court 
by saying that Vardy didn’t feel well, Rooney tried and 
failed to swallow asmile. 


IN THE GREATEST FILM ever made about female 
rivalry, Paul Verhoeven’s 1995 masterpiece Showgirls, 
one character famously says, “There’s always someone 
younger and hungrier coming down the stairs after 
you.” Vardy, now 40, was not younger than Rooney, 
36, but she had been hungry for a long time. In her 
testimony, Rooney said that she struggled when the 
family moved to the US while her husband played 
for DC United “because I’d never moved more 
than 45 minutes down the road from my parents”. 
Vardy left home at 15 after her relationship with her 
mother broke down. Rooney has been with Wayne 
since she was 16. Vardy met Jamie when she was 32 
and had already been married twice and had two 
children. For these reasons and more, she is very 
different from most of the other Wags who - despite 
their collective reputation for flashiness - stay largely 
out of the limelight these days. Sure, they all have 
Instagram accounts, and they write occasional 
columns, but these are invariably about their 
children, or mental health, or wellbeing - all safely 
controversy-free subjects. 

What they very much do not do is write columns 
that imply they’re as interesting as the players (“Becky 
Vardy’s Euro Diary!”), or court the paparazzi, because 
they know the FA doesn’t want that. The world of the 
Wags is a traditional one, in which the women stay 
at home with the kids and shop with their husband’s 
money. Despite Vardy’s insistence that she doesn’t sell 
stories because she doesn’t “need the money”, in her 
WhatsApp messages she repeatedly frets about how 
muchsheis orisn’t being paid for maybe-or-maybe-not 
leaking stories. She has denied that she ever sold stories 
for money (“It was just a fleeting thought”) but, she 
later testified, “I never wanted to rely on my husband 
for money.” 

The Vardys and the Rooneys have very different 
marriages. Jamie madeitto court only once, but heand 
Vardy spent the whole time with their arms entwined 
under the table. The Rooneys sat together but only 
occasionally conversed, with Rooney frequently writing 
urgently in her notebook during the testimonies, and 
Wayne looking happy only when he could get outside 
and talk with the fans who waited for him every day 
on the steps. (Vardy refused to sign any autographs 
the one day he was in court, keeping a tight hold of his 
wife’s hand instead.) Wayne testified that, during the 
2016 Euros, Jamie and Vardy FaceTimed so much, “she 
was almost there with the team”. By contrast, he said, 
heand Rooney hadn’t discussed her plan tounmaskthe 
leaker because “my wife is an independent woman”. 
Nevertheless, he was there with her, every day, and he 


Rooney and Vardy at a 
Euro 2016 match; Vardy 
with husband Jamie; and 
Rooney with husband 
Wayne at the Royal Courts 
of Justice during the trial 
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Coleen Rooney (then 
McLoughlin; centre) with 
Victoria Beckham (Left) 
and other Wags in 
Baden-Baden in 2006; 


testified on her behalf, while Vardy was left to cry on 
her lawyers’ shoulders. 

Rooney described Vardy’s WhatsApp messages 
about her as “evil”, and they certainly seemed to be 
the words of someone whose first instinct is to scrap for 
what she wants. When Watt messaged her that Rooney 
had blocked her on Instagram, Vardy replied, “What 
a cunt x” (if Rooney has claimed ellipses in this case, 
then Vardy can definitively lay claim to the signoff “x”). 
Her lowest moment probably came when she and Watt 
were discussing how to find outif Rooney blocked Vardy 
because she suspected her of being the leaker. “Inever 
usually message her and say hi... maybe I should say 
something about Rosie x” Vardy wrote, referring to 
Rooney’s 14-year-old sister, who passed away in 2013. 
If using someone’s dead sister to ascertain why they 
blocked you onsocial media wasn’t sufficiently punchy, 
Vardy followed that message up less than two minutes 
later with, “Not having her bad mouth me toanyone... 
if she’s doing that my god she will be sorry x” 

In Rooney’s witness statement, she has a whole 
section on Vardy’s “Desire to be Famous”, which she 
says was as much ofa factorin her suspecting Vardy to 
bethe leaker as Vardy’s relationship with the Sun. Vardy 
said in courtthat she was “forced” by her ex-husband to 
do the 2004 kiss’n’tell about Peter Andre, but she was 
presumably not forced by any of her husbands to appear 
on I’m a Celebrity in 2017 or Dancing On Ice in 2021. 
When the original Wags were photographed in Baden- 
Baden, Vardy was working for a timeshare company 


and about to get divorced for the second time. This was 
the era in which being the glamorous girlfriend of a 
footballer was held up as the ultimate aspiration, and 
it was at this moment that she seems to have become 
more focused about what she wanted from life. One 
year later, she started arelationship with Luke Foster, a 
lower league footballer. A few years later, she met Jamie 
Vardy, who was in the early stages of his remarkable 
rise from non-league striker to late-blooming Premier 
League superstar, and it was soon after this point that 
the tabloids, especially the Sun, began to pitch the 
Vardys as the new Beckhams, the new glamorous King 
and Queen of football. 

But as both the Rooneys emphasised in their 
testimonies, they have been in this game for a long 
time, and Coleen not only knows the rules about how 
Wags should behave, but she - as the wife of England’s 
best player for a generation - has set them. It’s nota 
coincidence that, during her reign, the Wags have 
maintained agreater distance from the press than they 
did when the Beckhams were on top. In her first 2016 
Euros diary for the Sun, Vardy wrote, “I felt likethe new 
girl at school” and it seems as if she thought she could 
rewrite the rules. She was wrong. 

In her WhatsApp messages from the 2018 World 
Cup, she appears to be fretting that some of the 
Wags will put the group photo on their Instagram 
pages before the paparazzi can get it to the press. 
She was playing with 2006 tools - the tabloids - in 
a social media era. And while Vardy was swapping 
messages with journalists from the Sun - none of 
whom gave oral evidence in her defence - Rooney was 
setting her trap on Instagram all on her own. 


VARDY WANTED POSITIVE PRESS coverage and to be 
the Queen Wag; instead, she has been denounced asa 
leaker. Not since Barbra Streisand sued a photographer 
to suppressa photo of her house onthe internet, thereby 
bringing the world’s attention to that photo, has a 
legal case gone so badly for a claimant. Never mind 
the Streisand Effect, launching misguided legal cases 
willsurely now be knownas the Vardy Mentality. Why 
did she pursue this when she had so much to hide? 
My theory is she thought she could brazen it out. But 
Rooney, I think, saw the bigger picture: evenifsheloses 
this case, she’s already won the war, and she surely 
knows it. After the trial was extended, she and Wayne 
didn’t turn up for final day in court because, their 
lawyer said, “They had a previous travel arrangement 
with their children”, ie a holiday. Not even the judge 
begrudged them that. 

Wagatha is such a great insight into 21st-century 
Britain, with its intersecting relationships between 
football, celebrity and the tabloids. And to anyone 
sneering at Vardy for her Instagram messages, or Rooney 
for her Instagram sleuthing, let he who has neversenta 
bitchy text cast the first stone; and how else do we find 
out things about one another these days but through 
social media? But Wagatha is about something more 
timeless, too. The Greek myths are full of warnings 
against the pursuit of self-glory and the dangers of 
underestimating a rival, and, like Icarus, Vardy flew 
too close to the Sun. On the last day of the trial, she 
firmly reprimanded a journalist sitting next tome - who 
she somehow knew was from the Sun - for running a 
story about her plans to move tothe US, whichshe said 
was “cruel” and “untrue”. Throughout the trial, Vardy 
glanced often at the journalists sitting near her, looking 
atustosee how we werereacting to Rooney’s testimony, 
and she panicked when she caught me looking at what 
she was writing ona pad of paper (it was a doodle of'a 
flower, for the record). Meanwhile, Rooney never even 
glanced at the press, and she remains on her throne. 
When you come atthe Queen, you’d best not miss. There 
might always besomeone younger and hungrier behind 
you on the stairs but, as Rooney wrote on her Instagram 
when she suspected Vardy was leaking stories: “Don’t 
play games with a girl who can play better.” @ 
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A Jean-Luc Brunel at 
the Karin agency in Paris 
in 2001 


BEAUTY 
AND 
THE 
BEAST 


Jean-Luc Brunel ran model agencies in Paris, 
New York and Miami. For decades, he exploited 
his position to abuse many young women in 

his charge - and allowed his friend Jeffrey Epstein 
to do the same. Then in February, just when 

his victims thought they might get justice, he 
killed himself in prison. Here, six former models 
speak out about Brunel - and an industry 

that seemed determined to turn a blind eye 
Special investigation by Lucy Osborne > 


N THE AUTUMN OF 1985, 22-year-old 
Marianne Shine was invited to Paris to 
try her hand at modelling. A confident 
and academic young woman, she had 
graduated in classical art and archae- 
ology from her collegein Pennsylvania, 
having spent several summers in 
Greece on archaeological digs, and was 
excited to visit Europe again. Her Dan- 
ish mother, a travel agent, and 
Hungarian father, a gynaecologist, 
encouraged her to go, convinced that 
the modelling agents there would take 
good care of her. 

But after six months of modellingin 
Paris, Shine returned home a different 
person. “Before Paris I was this play- 
ful, creative girl, but that part of me 
vanished,” she tells me now. Her 
mother found her a job at a travel 
agency in their suburb of New York, but 
Shine wasn’t interested. She says: “It 
was like this deadening. I couldn’t fall 
asleep at night, and then I couldn’t 
wakeup inthe morning. I could barely 
trudge through the day.” 

What Shine knows now but didn’t 
have the words for at the time is that 
she was experiencing a “deep, deep depression”. In 
Paris she had been sexually assaulted multiple times 
by men in the fashion industry. This culminated in 
being raped by her agent, Jean-Luc Brunel, then one of 
the most powerful men inthe business, and the person 
entrusted with her care. 

“T didn’t understand how deeply it affected me and 
I blamed myself,” says Shine, now 58, from her home 
in Mill Valley, California. “I felt like this dirty, vile, 
horrible thing.” She didn’t tell anyone, not even the 


26 | SATURDAY | 28.05.22 | The Guardian 


therapist her mother arranged for herto see. “Ijust kept 
buryingit,” she says. “Iwassoalonein that darkness.” 

Three decades later, as #MeTooreverberated around 
the world, Shine opened up toclose friends and relatives, 
but rarely went into details. In October 2020, though, 
sheread the Guardian’s investigations into abusein the 
fashion industry, drawing on accounts from former 
models who had had similar experiencesin Parisinthe 
80s and 90s, including some with allegations against 
her alleged rapist, Brunel. “I thought: how many other 
women out there, like me, had buried it?” 

Two months later, Brunel was arrested on suspicion 
of trafficking and raping underage girls. Theinvestiga- 
tionwasbeingled by police investigating the paedophile 
Jeffrey Epstein. It emerged that the pair had been close 
associates, and that Brunel was accused of supplying 
more than 1,000 girls and young women for Epstein to 
have sex with. “That blew my mind,” Shine says. “Ihad 
no idea what I had been a part of.” 

Shine is speaking now for the first time, and has 
contributed toathree-part Sky documentary tobe broad- 
cast next month. The series was developed from my 
Guardian investigations into sexualabuseinthe fashion 
industry, and follows former models and whistleblowers. 
In the final episode, Shine is filmed recounting her 
experiences over the phone to a lawyer in France asa 
witness in the growing criminal case against Brunel. 

On 19 February this year, though, as justice seemed 
withinreach, news broke that Brunel had killed himself 
in prison - mirroring the fate of Epstein. The 75-year-old 
had spent 14 monthsin custody, awaiting trialon charges 
of rape of minors and sexual harassment, which he 
denied, along with any participation in Epstein’s sex- 
trafficking. Shine says she felt “this whole rollercoaster 
of emotions. I had buried it for so many years and then 
to have it just go ‘pfft - not possible’ ... it was crushing.” 

For Shine and the five other Brunel accusers who 
spoke to me for this story - four of whom are sharing 


<@ Marianne Shine today, 
left, and as a young 
model in 1985: ‘Before 
Paris | was this playful, 
creative girl, but that 
part of me vanished’ 


their experiences for the first time - his death has been 
atrigger to speak out. Allsay their careers were affected 
by what they allege took place in Paris. They say Brunel 
wasat the heart of anetwork of sexual abuse in the indus- 
try that still needs to be exposed. There were others 
around him, they claim, who enabled the abuseand con- 
tinued to put models in danger, even after allegations 
against Brunel were aired on USTV inthe late 80s.Some 
of these people continue to work in the industry today. 
Shine says: “I don’t haveto wait fora courtroom totell 
me whetherl’mright or wrong. Iknowmytruth. IfIdon’t 
give voice to this, it’s going to continue to happen.” 


BORNINTO AN UPPER-MIDDLE-CLASS FAMILY in Paris 
in1946, Brunel started his career inrestaurant PR before 
moving into fashion. Herose to prominence asa model 
scout in the late 1970s, and became the head of Karin 
Models in Paris in 1978; claiming to have launched the 
careers of some of the most successful supermodels of 
the era, including Helena Christensen. 

By the 80s, Brunel was one of the leading model 
agents in Paris and a fixture on the social scene, 
particularly at the exclusive Les Bains Douches 
nightclub, where he had his own table. He surrounded 
himself with VIPs, from businessmen and princes to 
pop stars and movie producers - and, of course, scores 
of young models. Nights of dancing were preceded by 
dinners at his apartment near the Karin headquarters 
on the elegant Avenue Hoche, or followed by parties 
there. He’d always select a handful of his favourite 
models to keep him and his male friends company. 
Brunel was said to provide bowls of cocaine and 
encourage his guests, models included, to indulge. 

Asuccession of young women who worked for Karin 
livedin his apartment - often sharing bedrooms. In1982, 
Scottish model Lynn Wales was one ofthem.Shedescribes 
witnessing one party at his home, which became “more 
likeanorgy”. Brunel’s apartment, she says, “wasonone 
of the big avenues near the Arc de Triomphe. He hada 
maid and acook. It was all so foreign to me.” Speaking 
on the phone from her home in Cumbernauld, North 
Lanarkshire, she says: “I was like the weirdo in those 
days, I didn’t drink or smoke. I was sewing a patchwork 
quilt ... they thought I was from Mars.” 

One night at Brunel’s apartment, Wales says, he told 
her to answer his phone. “It was an American mother 
wotried about her 14-year-old daughter who was 
coming to Paris,” she says. Shortly afterwards, this girl 
and several others from the US arrived. Wales says she 
heard Brunel tell the young women he would get them 
lucrative jobs, including a Benetton campaign and 
several pages in Vogue. Soon, they joined Brunel’s party, 
which she says was “filled with old, fat men”. 

“My room was down the hall from the salon, which 
was where it was going on... and what I saw that night 
was horrific,” says Wales, who was 17 at the time. “These 
poor girls were just kids, and there were piles of cocaine. 
Itwas likea Renaissance painting: underwear, nudity, 
cocaine ... definitely sex going on.” Wales, now in her 
50s, adds: “I just went into my room. I was shocked at 
what I saw and I suppose a bit scared.” The next day, 
she says, she confronted Brunel and they had “a big 
fight”. Soon afterwards, she left the agency and 
returned to London, disheartened. 

Four decades later, on 20 December 2020, after learn- 
ingofBrunel’sarrest, Wales, whorunsacleaning business 
in Glasgow, reported what she had witnessed to 
Cumbernauld police station. “I’m from a wee village in 
Scotland ...they must havethought Iwas mad,” she says. 


IN THE 1980s, many of those trying to make it at 
agencies in Paris were teenagers from the US, Canada 
or elsewhere in Europe. Most were away from home 
for the first time. For Marianne Shine, it was less a 
long-term career move and more a way to make some 
money and travel before returning to her studies. She 
was comfortable in front of the camera and spoke a 
bit of French. “I thought I had it together: I have a 
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college degree and I’ve travelled, and my parents are 
European,” she says. 

However, in January 1986, within weeks of arriving 
in Paris to work for Prestige - a French agency run by 
Claude Haddad, one of Brunel’s biggest rivals - she was 
beginning to feel out ofher depth. Haddad was another 
power player, who had discovered Jerry Halland Grace 
Jones. His staff were sending Shine all over Paris for 
castings, but she had limited success. She began 
witnessing her boss’s predatory behaviour towards 
young models and was disgusted when one day the 
same thing happened to her. Haddad (who diedin 2009) 
called her into his office in front of clients and other 
agency staff and sexually assaulted her, she says. He 
pulled her shirt down to show her breasts, “hoisted up 
my skirt, smacked me on the arseand spun mearound,” 
she says. Shine couldn’t believe that no one did any- 
thing to stop it. She left Prestige shortly afterwards to 
find another agency - somewhere she’d feel safer. 

When Shine found herself at Karin’s sunny office 
near the Champs-Elysées, it felt full of promise. Getting 
in felt to her “like joining an exclusive club”. When she 
first met Brunel, he told her she wasn’t allowed in until 
she slimmed down. “He'd say, ‘You need to lose more 
weightin your face, come back next week,” says Shine. 
After several weeks of extreme dieting, she stopped 
getting her period and began to lose hope that she 
would make the cut. But one day Brunel finally told 
her she was ready. 

That night Brunel whisked her off to a Sade concert 
inalimousine. “Iwasso excited,” she says. There were 
other modelsin the car, but Shine was alone with Brunel 
in the back seat and “he was sort of interviewing me,” 
she says. After that, Shine started getting bookings. 
“Being a model with Karin’s gave us this privilege,” she 
says. “Where there would be the velvet ropeand people 
queueing up outside, they would just let usin. It felt so 
cool, like we were celebrities.” 


<@ Lynn Wales arrived in 
Paris from Scotland in 
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the UK after confronting 
Brunel over a party that 
was ‘more like an orgy’ 


In the spring of 1986, she was invited to a dinner at 
Brunel’s house: “He had a very nice flat, very fancy.” 
Severaltop models from the agency were there, as well 
as anumber of men, including one Shine now believes 
was Harvey Weinstein. She was keeping an eye on the 
time, conscious of when the Métro would stoprunning, 
but says Brunel keptinsisting: “No, no, no -don’tleave 
yet. We’re just having fun. I’ll have someone give you 
aride home.” 

When the time came to leave, there was no one to 
take her home. The other models suggested she stay at 
the apartment, reassuring her that they slept over all 
the time, but she wasn’t sure. “Everybody went to bed 
and Jean-Luc and I sat there, and he was like: ‘Yes, I 
really have hopes for you.’ I felt privileged. He went: 
‘How about I bring you a pillow anda blanket and you 
sleep here?” Shine reluctantly agreed. Brunel went to 
his room and she fell asleep on the couch, but Brunel 
soon woke her up. “He was wearing a silk robe, he was 
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kneeling next to me, and he was like: ‘Go sleep in my 
bed.’ He kept repeating that Ineeded my beauty rest.” 
Shine repeatedly said no, and he went away. Eventually, 
she remembers: “He was standing over me and was 
insistent, almost angry, and he went: ‘Gotomy bed, ’ll 
sleep out here, you go now.’ I stupidly went into his 
bedroom, into this big bed with these satin sheets. 

“Somehow I managed to fallasleep again, andI woke 
upandhewas ontop of me,” says Shine. “He wasnaked 
and he was thrusting between my legs...” Shine says 
he was able to penetrate her through her underwear 
before she was able to push him off. This, she says, made 
him angry. “He took my head and tried to make me go 
down on him.” She was able to resist, but Brunel took 
her hand and placed it on his penis. “He passed out and 
then rolled overand slept,” she says. “I was petrified.” 
As soon as Shine heard his breathing change, she 
sneaked out. “I was in full-blown survival mode, like: 
get the fuck away,” she says. 

Shine feels most angry about what happened at the 
agency the following Monday. “I showed up, and my 
booker was there and she was like: ‘I can’t be seen talk- 
ing to you ... you have to go.’” Shine says she went 
charging into Brunel’s office. He was on the phone, and 
repeatedly shouted for her to get out. Shine recalls 
Brunel saying: “I’m going to callthe police on you. You 
don’t work here any more,” before pushing her out. 

“TI couldn’t understand it. I was the one who’d been 
raped.” Reflecting on the incident, she says tearfully: 
“T really believed him when he said that stuff to me. I 
don’t thinkIl’m stupid. I think I’m quite intelligent, but 
a part of me wanted to believe him. Looking back, I 
think Jean-Luc was grooming me, and if I was some- 
one who would play along with his fantasies, then he’d 
help mework. AndifI was not going tobea player, then 
he would make sure that I disappeared.” 

Shine returned to live with her motherin Bronxville, 
New York. During the previous six months, she had been 
repeatedly subjected to sexual harassment and assault, 
including an attempted rape by a fashion designer who 
told her that sex was “what modelsare for”. She says: “I 
didn’t tell my parents ...oranyone.” Itbecame clear that 
the events in Paris had spelled the end of her modelling 
career. Her diary at the time reveals a woman battling 
with her mental health. Her first entry after the Brunel 
incident, on 12 June 1986, reads: “I hate myself, I just 
keep crying ... think ’m going insane ... this pain of 
misery is too great to be tolerated any more. I will do 
something drastic.” Shesaysnow that she was suicidal. 
“I feel so sorry for that young woman that was me.” 

Two years later, in December 1988, CBS released a 
60 Minutes investigation into abuse in the fashion 
industry, presented by Diane Sawyer. Titled American 
Girls in Paris, it revealed allegations against both 
Haddad and Brunel. Shine and her mother watched 
from their couch as Sawyer asked Haddad ifhe had slept 
with any of his teenage models. He responded: “Almost 
never.” Brunel declined an interview, but Sawyer talked 
to several of his accusers, including a woman who spoke 
anonymously to say he had drugged and raped her. 
“Boy, did that hit close to home,” says Shine. “I didn’t 
realise how bad it was. There was this pattern through 
the entire industry. It wasn’t just me.” She confided in 
her then boyfriend about what she alleges happened 
with Brunel, and he has confirmed her account to me. 
However, she still couldn’t bring herself to tell her 
mother. “I still felt too much shame,” she says. 

After a brief flurry of controversy, the CBS 
programme was the subject of an undisclosed legal 
threat. Aspokesperson forthe TV company said recently 
that the programme is “still on legal hold”, meaning 
the recording or even a transcript cannot be shared. 
Brunel’s career continued to thrive. 

The following year, in 1989, Brunel had a hand in 
creating another agency, Next Management, based in 
New York, which is still running today. 
Craig Pyes, who produced the CBS film, >> 
says: “Weaccused somebody of drugging 
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and raping people in front of 8 million people, andthen 
they cancome tothe US, opena modelling agency and 
bring in more underage girls? What happened?” 

A spokesperson for Next Management says of the 
allegations against Brunel: “None of that happenedin 
our orbit. When we started Next in 1989 we had no 
idea about any of that - zero. It was a very short-lived 
relationship. He left after a year anda half and neither 
of the partners ever ran into him again.” 

In 1995, Brunel expanded Karin into the US. Joey 
Hunter, a veteran American agent, agreed to go into 
business with him in New York. “It was the biggest mis- 
take of my life,” says Hunter, who sold his stake and quit 
after two years, sick of Brunel. Brunel also continued 
in a senior role at Karin in Paris through the 90s, but 
stopped working for the Europe division by the end of 
the decade. Karin continues to be a leading agency in 
Paris today, but declined to comment for this article. 

Ina1995 interview with journalist Michael Gross, who 
was writing a book on the modelling industry, Brunel 
claimed there were other Frenchagents whose behaviour 
was worse than his, including Haddad and Gérald Marie 
-at the time the European boss of the leading modelling 
agency Elite - who was previously married to supermodel 
Linda Evangelista. Marie was one of Brunel’s rivals, but 
the pair reportedly “exchanged” models between their 
businesses and frequented the same parties and clubs 
in Paris. Brunel told Gross on a tape that will be heard 
for the first time in the new documentary: “[There are] 
alot of other ones that you don’t see, that you don’t hear 
... Gérald is 100 times worse than I am.” Marie has 
categorically denied all accusations against him. 

Pyes says the alleged behaviour of Brunel, 
Haddad and Marie (who wasn’t referenced in the CBS 
programme) was an “open secret” three decades ago. 
Hebelievesit was able to continue because the industry 
chose to look the other way. “These were normal girls 
from allover Americaand no one cared,” he says. “We’re 
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Courtney Soerensen 
appeared in a CBS 
documentary in 1988 
which alleged abuse by 
Brunel. Now she says 
she was also ‘pimped out' 
to Jeffrey Epstein 


talking aboutaconveyor belt, notacasting couch. What 
I want to know is, who else was involved who helped 
move this along?” 


ONE OF THE YOUNG WOMEN Pyesinterviewed for the 
CBS programme was Courtney Soerensen. Then19, she 
told film-makers that turning down Brunel’s repeated 
sexual advances meant her work dried up. Now she says 
that what really happened in Paris went much further. 

From her homein Livermore, California, Soerensen 
tells me that not only was she repeatedly sexually 
assaulted by Brunel in the spring of 1988, but she was 
also “pimped out” to his friends in an orchestrated 
system of abuse. She tells me this culminated in ameet- 
ing with aman Brunel referred to simply as “Jeffy”, 
supposedly atop movie agent looking for anew young 
actress. Soerensen, now 53, says it was only recently, 
after recognising him in TV footage, that she realised 
this was Jeffrey Epstein. 


Soerensen, who began modelling in her home town 
of Stoneboro, aged 13, describes herteenage selfas “your 
all-round American girl from asmallrural Pennsylvania 
town”. She played in the school band and sang in the 
church choir. She and her younger brother were raised 
by their single mother, a teacher. Her mother insisted 
she attend college at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh, but 
Soerensen left three months before completing her 
degree in fashion merchandising to become a model 
with the agency IMG. A few months later, she says: “I 
was sent to Paris to fill out my book, get polished and 
then come back to take New York by storm.” 

From the moment she arrived at the apartment she 
was to share with other models, “everything was highly 
personalised and very hands-on with Brunel”, she says. 
“It was all super-glamorous ... I got to go to George 
Michael’s concert and sit and eat dinner with him and 
Brunelafterwards...allsorts of crazy, beautiful things.” 
Soon after, Brunel began pestering her forsex and sub- 
jecting her to unwanted touching, grabbing her breasts, 
putting his hand up her dress and rubbing himself 
against her. On one occasion, she says, he lured her into 
his bedroom on the pretext of showing her photos ofa 
Miss Universe contestant whose career he’d developed. 
“He got handsy, then pushed me down on the bed and 
jumped on top of me,” she says. Soerensen was able to 
escape Brunel’s advances because she was much bigger 
than him: “I was quite thin at the time, but I’m éft tall 
and I was raised ona farm and as an athlete.” 

Soerensen says Brunel told her she would be 
rewarded ifshe went along with his requests. “He said 
if I was good enough at these sexual things, he could 
send me to people who could really help build my 
career.” But Brunelsoon “seemed to understand I had 
no interest in him and proceeded to set me up on 
‘appointments’ with his cronies”. From that point, she 
says, “there was always this expectation that we’d be 
available to whoever of his playboy friends were there”. 
She was sometimes paired up with these men by the 
female bookers at Karin, who she says “wouldschedule 
lunches withthem”. Brunel also began punishing her, 
she says. She had grown a “luxurious mane of hair” 
and one day Brunel sent her to a hairstylist who 
“choppedit all off, and turned it bright orange”. 

The last straw was the so-called “casting call” with 
Epstein. She says Brunel told her it was for aroleina 
Hollywood movie, and that “Jeffy” was looking for 
someone “young, freshand raw”, whocouldalso bring 
some maturity to the part. “I was so excited to be 
picked,” she says. Epsteinis not known to have had any 
genuine connections to Hollywood, but is accused by 
others of assuming false identities in order to gain 
access to young models. 

The appointmentat 6pm on 3 May 1988 wasatan apart- 
ment just off the Champs-Elysées. Epstein, who was 
joined by a videographer, told her: “First Ineed to see 
that you’re a good kisser and that you’re passionate. This 
is going to beamovie witha lot oflove scenes, romance, 
sowe wantto makesure that you have the right body and 
show us what you're capable of.” Soerensen expressed 
her discomfort, telling him she would prefer to do this 
with an actor and not with him, but went along with it. 
She says he then suggested movingto the kitchen to film 
a different “scene”. Epstein told her: “I’ll come up and 
start kissing you from behind, and then we’ll make out 
onthe floor.” Soerensen says it was whenhe put his hands 
on her breasts and up her skirt that she broke away and 
told him it wasn’t appropriate. She remembers he then 
tried to hug her and began touching himself. “That’s 
when Jjust had to get out of there,” she says. “Iremember 
shaking... the shame and the fury.” 

In the days that followed, she made a tearful call to 
her US agency, IMG Models, begging to come home. 
Soerensen told her female agent that Brunel was 
sabotaging her career because she wouldn’t sleep with 
him and that she was no longer able tomake ends meet. 
She couldn’t bring herself to tell them what happened 
with Epstein, she says. “I was horrified that they had 
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video of him touching me in that way.” The agency 
arranged for her to be spirited out of Brunel’s home in 
the middle of the night by people from another French 
agency, and she hid for a few days in another apart- 
ment. Soon afterwards, she flew home to Stoneboro. 
Soerensen says she was staggered to discover that 
IMG continued sending young models to Brunelin Paris 
after that. She says this is why she feels it’s important 
she speaks out now, “because too many people are 
complicit”. IMG declined to comment for this article. 
She says that what happened with Epstein and Brunel 
“was something I buried pretty deep”. It wasn’t until 
she saw footage of Epstein as a young man in the 2020 
Netflix documentary Filthy Rich that she realised who 
the supposed film agent had been. “It was the way that 
he would tap his fingers,” she says. “He would put his 
arm around you and do that tapping, and to this day I 
can’t stand for anyone to touch or tap me like that.” 
Since then, Soerensen has spent a lot of timein therapy. 
Brunel and Epstein are thought to have met for the 
first time in the 1980s through the British socialite and 
now convicted sex trafficker Ghislaine Maxwell, but 
their relationship seems to have deepened in the late 
1990s. According to flight logs, between 2000 and 2005 
Brunel tookatleasttwo dozen trips on Epstein’s private 
jet - the so-called “Lolita Express”. Only a handful of 
people, including Maxwell, appear more often. In2005, 
Brunel transformed Karin’s US division into a new 
agency called MC2, with financial help from Epstein, 
opening offices in New York and Miami. Epstein and 
MC2 denied they had any business relationship, but in 
a sworn statement in 2010, MC2’s former bookkeeper, 
Maritza Vasquez, said Epstein had guaranteed a $1m 
line of credit for the company and directly paid forthe 
visas of models brought to the US to work for it. 
Vasquez said Bruneland modelsas youngas 13 lived 
in apartments controlled by Epstein on East 66th Street 
in Manhattan. Epstein didn’t charge rent, but Brunel 


‘EVERYBODY IN THE 
INDUSTRY KNEW. 
THAT IS STILL THE 
THING THAT ANGERS 
ME THE MOST’ 


billedthemodels $1,000 amonth, Vasquez said. Virginia 
Roberts Giuffre, one of Epstein’s accusers, allegedina 
2014 court filing that the system was a cover for sex 
trafficking. Brunel “would offer the girls ‘modelling’ 
jobs”, the document read. “Many of the girlscame from 
poor countries or impoverished backgrounds, and he 
lured them in witha promise of making good money.” 
Roberts Giuffre also alleges that she herself was made 
by Epstein to have sex with Brunel. 

In 2006, the authorities caught up with Epstein and 
arrested him in Florida. He spent just 13 months ina 
Florida jail after pleading guilty to procuring an under- 
age girl for prostitution. Brunel visited Epstein in jail 
no fewer than 67 times. 

Brunel continued to operate MC2in Miami until 2019. 
He led MC2in New York until 2017, when heis reported 
to have sold the assets to help create two new boutique 
agencies, which are still running. Both deny any 
connection to Brunel. 


tf . 

<@ Just 17 when she 
arrived in Paris in 1996, 
Leandra McPartlan-Karol 
says she was raped twice 
by Brunel 


IN1991, THREE YEARS AFTER the 60 Minutes exposé, 
Dutch model Thysia Huisman arrivedin Paris, aged 18. 
An only child whose mother had died when she was 
five, she had been scouted ina Belgian club by amodel 
agency in Brussels run by a female friend of Brunel’s. 
Brunel invited her to work for him at Karin and live at 
his Paris apartment. Huisman hadn’t heard about the 
CBS programme orits allegations, butnonetheless felt 
uneasy. However, the agent from Brussels told her that 
only “special girls he saw potentialin” were given this 
opportunity, and that Brunel would take care of her. 

One evening in September 1991, having already 
attended a number of Brunel’s dinners and parties, 
she accepted a drink that Brunel mixed for her. She 
describes feeling “paralysed”. Ina previous Guardian 
interview, she said: “I felt him - thisis difficult - between 
my legs. Pushing.” Huisman said the rest wasablur. She 
woke the next morning in a kimono that wasn’t hers, 
with soreness on her inner thighs. She gathered her 
things and fled. Her modelling work never recovered 
and she embarked on a career in television, always 
behind the camera. 

Huisman is convinced that the female agent from 
Brussels knew about Brunel’s reputation before she 
went to Paris. “Everybody in the industry knew,” she 
says now. “That is still the thing that pisses me off the 
most.” Huisman says that four years ago she confronted 
the agent. She says she told her over the phone that she 
was mistreated by Brunel but was told that Brunel was 
“too sweet to do suchathing”. 

Zoé Brock, a 17-year-old model from New Zealand, 
was in Paris at around the same time. She tells me: “I 
was a cheeky, fun-loving, adventurous and sassy kid 
-kid being the operative word.” She hadn’t heard about 
the CBS broadcast either, and her mother was reassured 
by her agent that she would be safe at Brunel’s home. 

One night he called her into his bedroom, offered 
her cocaine and told her that “one of these days” they 
would have sex, she says. She took the cocaine but 
avoided him after that. However, she was soon told she 
could no longer stay at Brunel’s apartment, which Brock 
believes was punishment for refusing his advances. 


IN FEBRUARY 1996, 17-year-old schoolgirl Leandra 
McPartlan-Karol was invited to Paris to work for Brunel 
at Karin. She had already been scouted, aged 15, at the 
local fair in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She enjoyed school and 
was a flag-twirler in the marching band. She was in 
advanced maths and English classes, and loved 
chemistry and poetry. Before her modelling career 
started taking off, she had imagined a career trading 
stocksor asachemist working on medicines orvaccines. 
But by 17, she was in demand inthe US modelling indus- 
try, doing shoots for YM, Seventeen and Mademoiselle 
magazines. She was also photographed by David 
LaChapelle for Allure and Details. She had offers of 
further workinthe US, but breakinginto the European 
market seemed more exciting. 

Unlike Huisman and Brock, McPartlan-Karol’s 
parents had heard about the CBS show andits allegations 
against Brunel, and expressed their nervousness. 
However, to allay their concerns, Karin flew a female 
scout to see her family. “She assured my parents 
that nothing like that was going on any more,” says 
McPartlan-Karol. Her parents agreed it would be safe 
for her to go. So she graduated high school early and 
made arrangements to fly to Paris. 

They were told that the models’ accommodation was 
being repaired, soshe wouldstayin Brunel’s apartment 
while he was away scouting. But when she arrived, he 
was there “and he’d been on one ofhis notorious, three- 
day coke binges”, she says now. After that, there were 
several dinner parties at the apartment. McPartlan- 
Karol says it was at one of these events that Brunel 
raped her the first time. “We were all hanging out in 
his living room and having drinks, and 
the next thing I knew! wasjust blacked >> 
out,” she says. “Iwasinand out through 
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the rape ... [just remember him being on top of me... 
like on my chest, forcing his penisin my mouth. That’s 
basically all Iremember.” McPartlan-Karol attributes 
her blurry recollection to being in shock. She says she 
had slept with her high-school boyfriend, “but! didn’t 
really have much experience in anything, so it was all 
pretty new to me”. 

Soon afterwards, she had the opportunity to model 
in New York. However, when Brunel found out, 
he locked her in her room: “He basically kidnapped 
me for three days because he didn’t want me to leave 
Paris.” She says Brunel’s maid would bring meals to 
the door. “My dad had to get on the phone with Jean- 
Luc and my agent in Oklahoma, and they had to 
negotiate my release.” McPartlan-Karol says she was 
too embarrassed to tell her parents about the rape. She 
said Brunel allowed her to leave on condition that she 
return to Paris to continue modelling for Karin 
afterwards. This time, she could live in the models’ 
apartment, not with Brunel. 

Back in Paris, she “compartmentalised” the rape 
and focused on her work. Staff at Karin invited her to 
dinners and parties with “a bunch of older, wealthy 
men”, most of which Brunel did not attend. Cocaine 
flowed freely, she says, andshe began takingit socially. 
When she did bump into him “it was very kind of casual 
and pally and, you know, just making me feel really 
comfortable”. One night she was at an agency dinner 
at Barfly, a popular bar-restaurant, and Brunel was 
there. “I don’t remember if we all left together, but I 
remember him driving me around in one of his vintage 
Ferraris back to his place,” she says. “I went upstairs to 
watch a movie with Jean-Luc and I was laying on my 
stomach. He was doing alot of cocaineandIthinkI did 
aline with him, but it was getting late and I was kind 
of ready to go.” But Brunel started massaging her back, 
she says, “and that’s when he pinned me down and 
raped me anally”. 

Speaking from the home she now shares with her 
film producer husband and four-year-old son in 
Hollywood, McPartlan-Karol tells me: “There was 
always that shame that it happened that second time, 
that I let it happen or was responsible for it.” Even now 
she tries to explain tome why she went tohis apartment, 
saying: “We had been doing cocaine so I’m sure I was 
not making the best choices.” She says her cocaine use 
had become a coping mechanism. When she returned 
to the US and a family member found the drug in her 
bag, she says, she stopped taking it. 

But despite McPartlan-Karol’s feelings of guilt, she 
didn’t want other models to go through what she had, 
and told her American agents. Among them was her 
so-called mother agent - the term used to describe the 
first agent a model works with, who develops their 
connections to the rest of the industry - in Oklahoma. 
Speaking to me now on the condition of anonymity, 
the agent confirms details of McPartlan-Karol’s story. 
“I think it was a Sunday, so it was quiet in the agency, 
and she came in and told me the whole story,” he says. 

Having worked with McPartlan-Karol “since she 
was akid” and got to know her family, the agent now 
feels he “let her down”. He decided to speak to Karin 
and confronted the female scout who had flown to 
the US and reassured McPartlan-Karol’s family she 
would be safe. They met in the lobby of a hotel in 
Tulsa, he says, and discussed McPartlan-Karol’s case 
until the early hours of the morning. He suggested 
McPartlan-Karol might consider going public, and 
raised the possibility of Brunel compensating the 
model. But he says the scout “made it very clear that 
Brunel hada relationship with the Russian mob”. He 
says: “Iremember her saying, ‘Ifyou don’t let this go, 
you will just disappear. That will be the end ofit ... 
you'll just be gone.” 

It’s not known if Brunel really did have mafia 
connections, but other sources who knew or worked 
with him say they suspected as much. Not long after 
the meeting, the Oklahoma agent left the industry. He 
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says he is still scared of people linked to Brunel: “These 
people are way out of my league.” He adds, “Iplaceda 
lot of girls, but Leandra had the potential to be absolutely 
amazing, and that’s what’s so sad.” 

Word of McPartlan-Karol’s allegations also got back 
to her agent in New York. From that point on, she says, 
“my career trajectory changed”. She can’t be sure her 
allegations were the reason her agent dropped her, “but 
back then, once you came forward about stufflike that, 
you were kind of damaged goods ... they didn’t want 
to deal with it”. 

Inthe mid-2000s she found out via social media that 
another of her former US agencies, based in Texas, was 
still sending models to work for Brunel, even though 
ithad knowledge ofher allegations. “It’s maddening,” 
she says. “I just couldn’t understand why you would 
put another young girl in that situation. There were so 
many people who were complicit.” 

In the years since her experiences with Brunel, 
McPartlan-Karol says she has battled anxiety and 
depression. When she learned last year of the criminal 
case against him, and that at least 10 other women had 
come forward (including one with an allegation from 
as recently as 2000), she considered reporting her story. 
Brunel’s suicide came just as she was about to contact 
Anne-Claire Lejeune, a lawyer in Paris representing 
several of his accusers. 

Brunel’s legal team said in a statement at the time: 
“His distress was that of a man of 75 years old caught 
upinamedia-legalsystem that we should be question- 
ing. Jean-Luc Brunel never stopped claiming his 
innocence and had made many efforts to prove it. His 
decision [to end his life] was not driven by guilt but by 
a deep sense of injustice.” 

When news of his death reached his victims, they 
tell me they felt a mixture of dismay and disappoint- 
ment. At the time, Huisman, who now lives in 
Amsterdam with her boyfriend and their son, and has 
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<@ Brunel with Ghislaine 
Maxwell and Jeffrey 
Epstein on his private jet. 
He took at least two dozen 
trips on the ‘Lolita Express’ 
and visited Epstein in 
prison 67 times 


written a book, Close-up, about her experiences in Paris, 
said she was disappointed that she wouldn’t be ableto 
“look him in the eye in court”. Now, having had more 
time to process it, she tells me: “He died behind bars, 
and why? Because we used our right to come forward 
and we used our voices, and I hopeit sends amessage.” 
Brock agrees sheis “happy he’s gone” and can no longer 
hurt any more women. McPartlan-Karol, now a full- 
time mother who volunteers with underserved 
communities in LA, hopes there’s a possibility for 
change in the industry: “Before, it was just like scream- 
ing into a void.” 

While the case against Brunel is now unlikely to go 
tocourt, asource close to the investigation tells me that 
the judge is in “no rush” to close the case, and is keen 
toidentify other suspects orco-conspirators. Soerensen, 
now a web developer anda mother of four, says: “It just 
horrifies me to know in my heart that someone else is 
out there doing the exact same thing.” 

In the months before Brunel died, Marianne Shine 
was filmed by the Sky documentary-makers giving her 
witness testimony over the phone to lawyer Lejeune, 
sitting on the sofa next to her 90-year-old mother, who 
was hearing her daughter’s story for the first time. She 
says in the series that Brunel’s death had left her with 
“asense of feeling cheated at the last minute”. Nowshe 
tells me: “Jean-Luc Brunel’s death did not take away 
my hope. In fact, it’s fuelled it.” She adds: “I realised 
that this was much bigger than what happened to me 
... it became this big network, this boys’ club.” 

Shine is keenly watching the criminalinvestigation 
into Gérald Marie. At least 14 women have testified, 
including supermodel Carré Otis. Butin contrast tothe 
Brunelcase, none of the women’s allegations fall within 
France’s 30-year statute of limitations; unless a more 
recent one emerges, Marie will notbe charged. “Ithink 
the pressure cooker is really rising,” says Shine. “He 
needs to be accountable for the decades-long abuse 
that he’s rained down on these women.” 

Marie’s lawyer says he “categorically denies” the 
accusations against him, which “date back more than 
40 years”, adding: “The complainants are attempting 
toconflate Jean-Luc Brunel, now deceased, with Gérald 
Marie. They therefore intend to frame my client asa 
scapegoat for a system, for an era, that is now over. 
However, in France, one does not condemn a system; 
one condemnsa person, provided that it is proven that 
he orshe has committed an offence. This proofis sorely 
lacking in this case.” 

Shine, now quietly determined, says: “For many 
years, I was quiet. But I’m not any more... If you 
don’t step forward and talk about it, it’s going to 
continue to happen.”® 


Scouting for Girls: Fashion’s Darkest Secret launches on 
Sky Documentaries and streaming service Now on 6 June. 
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A.J. Jacobs was always more of a logic and word puzzler. So how on earth did 

he and his family (right) find themselves representing Team USA 

at the white-knuckle, high-stakes tables of the World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship? 
Photo illustration : Lisa Sheehan 


READY, STEADY... JIGSAW? 


MY BACK ACHES. I’m sweating. My bladderis sending 
out distress signals. ’ve been going full throttle for three 
hours, and have five hours to go, but Ican’t slow down. 
Not when the stakes are so high: I’m representing my 
countryamong thebestcompetitorsonEarth, sandwiched 
between teams from Turkey and Bulgaria. lam competing 
inthe equivalent ofan Ironman triathlon for assembling 
little cardboard pieces. No, seriously. ’mrepresenting 
Team USA at the World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship. 

Afew months ago, Ididn’t knowsucha competition 
existed. But it does, and these people are serious, and 
several hundred have gathered in asmall town in Spain. 
Team USA consists ofme, my wife and twoteenage sons. 
We are at one of dozens of tables inside a hot dome. 
We’ve practised for a month, but nothing like thejigsaw 
masters, who have trained several hours a day for years. 

Aman ina blazer reads out the instructions into 
a microphone: we have eight hours to complete four 
large puzzles. Tres, dos, uno... puzzle! We grab one 
of the boxes on our table - an African safari scene. 
Immediately, we’re at a disadvantage. Other teams have 
brought letter openers and knives to rip off the plastic 
wrapping on the box. Team USA are reduced to using 
our fingernails. Dammit. We dump everything out and 
try to snap some of the grey pieces together, but they 
don’t fit. “I wish I’d brought a hammer,” my son says. 
Goodidea. But eventhat probably wouldn’t be enough. 

How didI get here? Well, it’s not because I’m brilliant 
atjigsaws. Ido love puzzles, but my specialities are word 
and logic puzzles. Then, three years ago, Isigned up to 
write abookon puzzles, and why land millions ofothers 
obsess over them. The book would explore my hunch 
that puzzles aren’t a waste of time. They are, instead, a 
force for good. They make us better thinkers and better 
people - maybe even help save the world. 

Iknew [had to write a chapter on jigsaws - they are 
perhaps the prototypical puzzle, the one that comes 
to mind when you say the word “puzzle”. But I wasn’t 
excited aboutit. Jigsaws were possibly my least favourite 
genre of puzzles. I didn’t hate them, but Isaw them as 
more of a chore than a joy, more akin to loading the 
dishwasher than eating lemon meringue pie. Ithought 
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they lacked nuance and surprise. Well, Ihaveseen the 
error of my ways. ’ma jigsaw convert and evangelist. 

Afewmonths before the pandemic, I began my deep- 
dive intojigsaws witha Google search. I discovered the 
first was created by a British cartographer named John 
Spilsbury around 1760. He glued a map to a wooden 
board andcarved it up in order to teacharistocratic kids 
geography, sothey could know whichcountriestoinvade 
and colonise later. Ilearned that jigsaws were originally 
created by hand with ajigsaw, hence the name. 

Then, farintomysearchresults, Ispottedanintriguing 
link: the World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship was taking 
place in Spain in about six weeks. Nearly 40 countries 
were represented - Brazil, Bulgaria, Malaysia, Canada, 
Italy, and on and on. Yet, oddly, no Team USA. Ona 
whim, I filled out the application for the four-person 
team event. I figured this would be the first step ina 
rigorous screening process - timed trials, perhaps an 
interview - that would surely fail. A day later, an email 
pinged back: “Congratulations. You are confirmed as 
Team USA inthe World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship.” 

Iwas thrilled and horrified. Imean, Iknowit’s not the 
Olympics. Butstill, there’s pressure. It’s aninternational 
competition, and I will be representing my fellow 330 
million Americans. “It’s your patriotic duty,” Itold my 
reuctant teammates. They were sceptical but agreed to 
doit, as long as there wasn’t a uniform. No problem. 

Irealised my family needed coaching, soI called up 
Karen Kavett, a New Jersey native withapopular YouTube 
channel about jigsaws. She gave us a crash course in 
speed-solving. Yes, you should usually start with the 
edges - but not always, it depends on howcolourfulthe 
puzzle is: some experts start by sorting the colours 
instead, assembling those, then working outwards. If 
you’re not sure two pieces actually fit together, hold 
them up tothe lightand makesure no brightness seeps 
through. Sometimes you should work backwards: 
visualise what’s missing and look for that piece. When 
confronted witha dreaded big sky, or any other mono- 
chromatic expanse, switch strategies and sort by shape 
rather than colour. Make a pile of pieces withtwo outies 
and two innies, another pile with one outie and three 


innies, and soon. This will make it easier to assemble. 

We practised on weekends but felt woefully 
unpreparedas we flew offto Valladolid, asmall city two 
hours’ drive north of Madrid. The tournament took 
place at the Millennium Dome, a bubble-shaped 
structure with anindoor space the size ofa minor league 
baseball stadium. The floor was packed with jigsaw 
enthusiasts, hundreds of them. Isaw shoulders, wrists 
and calves adorned with jigsaw tattoos. I saw jigsaw 
earrings and jigsaw-patterned clothes. 

My family were wearing jigsaw T-shirts, too. Yes, I 
know. I promised my kids they wouldn’t have to. But I 
couldn’t resist designing customised shirts for my first 
world championship. After muchcajoling, my sonsand 
wife reluctantly put them on. The shirts featured a US 
flagin the shape of ajigsaw piece, along with the motto 
“E pluribus unum pictura”. Ittranslates as “Out of many, 
one picture”. 

We were shown to our spot, one of 86 tables (some 
countries have more than oneteam), each withaname 
card adorned with a flag. The Turkish team consisted 
of four women wearing hijabs and skirts with a jigsaw 
pattern. “Ican’t believe it, but I’ve got butterflies,” my 
wife, Julie, said. She started doing stretches as if she 
wererunninga5K. One ofthe Turkish puzzlers had her 
head down and hands cupped in prayer. Isaidmy own 
secular prayer to myself: please don’t let us finish last. 


LET ME PAUSE the white-knuckle action here to say 
that my newfound love was eerily timely. Just a few 
months after the tournament, the pandemicshut down 
the world and, all ofa sudden, jigsaws were everywhere, 
as coveted as hand sanitiser. The Onion ran the headline 
“Violently Bored Americans Begin Looting Puzzle Stores”. 

That didn’t happen, as farasI know. But the gist was 
true. Facebook feeds filled up with families piecing 
together jigsaws of Renoirs or The Little Mermaid. 
Celebrities got in on it, with Ellen DeGeneres posting 
aphotoofher table covered witha 4,000-piece puzzle. 
Factories and retailers struggled to keep 
up with demand. “It almost feels like >> 
a war footing,” one told the New York 
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Times. One retailer reported a quadrupling of sales. 
This boom tapped into aside ofjigsaws that is almost 
the polar opposite of speed-solving. People don’t want 
tosolve their puzzles quickly. Speed is the enemy. They 
wanttofilltheir days. interviewed several psychologists 
about what drove the jigsaw boom and they talked about 
the mental health benefits. Jigsaws are Paxil in 
cardboard form. They are meditative. They take our 
minds off our problems. They’rean exercise in creating 
order out of chaos when the world seems particularly 
chaotic. They provide closure and certainty. They allow 
families to cooperate instead of squabbling. They tap 
into the flow state when hours pass by like minutes. 

Jigsaw fans compare them to other stress-busting 
activities. On one podcast, devoted jigsawer Hugh 
Jackman says that when the pieces click together, it 
gives him the same satisfaction as popping a zit (his 
words, not mine). I watcha Netflix series whereareligious 
woman tries to explain sex to a naive new bride. She 
says sex is like ajigsaw puzzle - the pieces just fit. 

During the pandemic, my family and Iexplored the 
limits of puzzles. At one point, I bought the world’s 
biggest jigsaw - a whopping 48,000 pieces - thinking 
it would bea fun challenge. It was not. It arrivedina 
box the size of a small refrigerator. I told my wife we 
might have to move tothe suburbs to make room for it. 

Each night, my family andI knelt onthe livingroom 
floor and got to work. The puzzle featured scenes of 
beautiful locations around the world. We started 
with Santorini, the Greek island. We began with the 
windmills and the blue church domes. We finished a 
couple of weeks later with the whitewashed cottages 
and sandy hills. Now just 23 other scenic cities to go! 

And then, three days into Tokyo, I went online to 
check the latest puzzle news and saw acrushing article: 
Kodak had just come out with a new world’s biggest 
puzzle. A 51,300-piecer of international landmarks, 
such as the Taj Mahal and the Colosseum. Ugh. Even 
if we finished ours, we would still not have completed 
the biggest jigsaw ever. My motivation faded. We taped 
Santorini to a big sheet of cardboard and stashed it in 
the closet, where it sits today, a mocking reminder of 
overambition. Four hundred dollars, gone. Damn. 

Lesson learned: mega-puzzles weren’t for us. But 
was there another kind of extreme jigsaw experience 
to be had while stuck inside? The answer was yes. And 
it was provided byasmall company in Vermont thatis 
iconic inthe jigsaw world. Founded in 1974, Stave makes 
beautiful hand-cut wooden jigsaws that are notable for 
two reasons. First, they are insanely expensive, from 
$400 (£235) to $10,000 (£8,200) - Bill Gates is a fan, as 
hecan afford to be. Second, they are hard. Really hard. 
They run from challenging to nearly impossible. The 
founder gleefully refers to himselfas Chief Tormentor. 

AsI was writinga book on puzzles, the folks at Stave 
loaned mea handful of their puzzles. One weekend, my 
teenage son and I opened one of the dark blue boxes - 
there’s no image on the cover to give you a clue. The 
pieces are tricky: edge pieces look like middle pieces. 
There are pieces carved in whimsical shapes, such as 
dolphins and fishermen. There are pieces from other 
puzzles that don’t belong at all, but are there to throw 
you off. There are pieces that fit in multiple ways. 

Atone point, Ilaughed outloud when apiece required 
being flipped to the opposite side. I never thought ’'d 
laugh at ajigsaw puzzle but there I was, chuckling like 
a fool. My wife joined us for 20 minutes before saying 
she preferred the meditative joy of regular jigsaws: “I 
have enough frustration in my life.” The puzzle - which 
turned out to bean aquarium full of fish - was just the 
right amount of frustration for me. 

Other Stave puzzles were well outside my zone. They 
produced far too much vexation. Olivia the Octopus, 
considered Stave’s hardest, has 10,000 possible 
arrangements of the pieces but only oneis correct (and 
allows the octopus to fit inside the coralreef). My niece 
actually left the room screaming at one point. 

Butthe mid-level Stave puzzles? ’mabig fan. ’ve even 
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grappled with the puzzle of how to afford them. Some 
solutions: you can borrow them from generous friends, 
buy them used, or trya company called Liberty, which 
produces cheaper (though still pricey) woodcut puzzles. 
These helped get me through the pandemic. They kept 
my mind occupied and taught me life lessons, such as 
expect the unexpected, have grit, be flexible in your 
cognition. Small differences can have outsize effects. 


OK, BACK TO THE World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship 
action. Team USA is 15 minutes in, and we’ve been 
busy sorting edges and colours. It’s become clear the 
monkey will bea problem - it’s the same colour as the 
tree. “Monkeys used to be my favourite animal,” Julie 
says. “Don’t make me hate you, monkeys!” I love that 
Julie, once sceptical, has fully committed. She’s trash- 
talking the puzzle. 

We’remaking headway onthe zebras, but the elephant 
is troublesome. He and the rhino are both grey, but 
slightly different. This is a good life lesson, I tell my 
sons. Life is full of subtleties, different shades of grey. 
Nothing is black and white. No response. I tell myself 
it’s because they’re focused. 

At the two-hour mark, a mini-crisis. On the carpet 
between our table and the Bulgarians, I spot a yellow 
and green piece. “Isthat yours?” lask them. “Not ours,” 
says a Bulgarian man with atone that implies: “Do we 
look like we’d make a rookie mistake like that?” I pick 
it up. Imagine the nightmare I just dodged - a missing 
piece at the end. I glance at the Bulgarians’ puzzle. 
They’re close to finishing, only missing the lake and 
sky. On the other hand, we are not close to finishing. 
In fact, we are well behind every other team I can see. 

At around four hours, we hear a hubbub. A scrum of 
people around a table on the far side of the dome are 
chattering, holding iPhones aloft to get a video. “What’s 
happening?” Iaskagroup of Canadians near our table. 

“It’s the Russians. They are close to finishing.” 

“Finishing a puzzle?” 

“No, finishing.” 

Asin all four puzzles. 

The hive around the Russian table buzzes louder. 
Moments later, aloud cheer. I see four women emerge 


from the mob. They’rein their 20s, wearing T-shirts in 
the colours of the Russian flag. They walk to the stage 
to beinterviewed by the man inthe blazer. “Campeones 
delmundo!” he says. They are beaming. “That’sinsane,” 
one son says. “How’d they do that?” Someone at the 
next table suggests the Russians are doping. Ican’t tell 
if he’s kidding. “Just keep working,” I say. 

Every five or six minutes, we hear another burst of 
applause. The Brazilians finish. Then Japan. Then 
Mexico. Each is a kneeto myribs. Finally, at six hours 
and two minutes, we do it. We finish. Our first puzzle, 
that is. My sons don’t even fight about who gets to put 
inthe last piece, which makes me proud. Julie whoops 
itup and applauds. Other tables join in, before realising 
we're only one-fourth of the way through. 

Later, the results are posted ona TV screen. I jostle 
to seeit, and there we are. Way downatthe bottom. But 
not the very bottom. We beat one of the home-town 
Spanish teams. I don’t mind being second to last. Idon’t 
even mind being beaten by a man from Uganda whois 
colour-blind, but loves puzzles so much he still chose 
itas his hobby. A colour-blind jigsaw champion! That’s 
inspiring. Like Jim Abbott, baseball’s one-handed 
pitcher. It’s humiliating, yes. But we are in the mix, here 
with the best of the world, participating, not spectating. 

Duringthe awards ceremony, the Russian team accept 
their €1,000 prize along with a jigsaw-shaped trophy. 
Iapproach tocongratulate them andask foran interview. 
“Where are you from?” I ask Irina, who acts as their 
spokesperson, as she speaks better English than the 
others. “Siberia.” Makes sense, Ithink. What elseisthere 
to doin Siberia? I don’t say it out loud. ’msurethey’ve 
heard the same lame observation a thousand times. 

“What’s your secret?” 

“Tcan’t tell you. It’s a secret.” 

Fair enough. But Irinarelents and tells me one key to 
success: division of labour. One of them specialises in 
sorting colours; another, edges. Yet another solvesthe 
monochromatic sections - skies, oceans - by shape. 

“Wait a moment please,” Irina says. She goes off to 
a duffel bag and returns with a little stuffed animal. 
Their team mascot: Ivan the bear. “We want you to have 
this.” The world is now cut off from ordinary Russians 
due to Putin’s unjust war but this scene, long before 
the invasion, was a lovely moment of humanity. 

Asabsurdas ajigsaw puzzle tournament might seem, 
andasbadly as we performed, I enjoyed this experience 
for many reasons. I got to spend time with my kids, 
who took a break from Nintendo Switch. I got to see 
people performing at peak skill, even if this skillisn’t 
one prized by the Olympic Committee or ESPN. (Ilater 
watched a video of the Russian team solving. Their 
hands flew around the table so quickly, Ihad to check 
to make sure the video wasn’t on double speed.) 

I felt part of acommunity that transcends national 
borders. Geopolitics isamessy business. Just likemany 
things in life, the pieces don’t fit smoothly. But every 
bit of face-to-face interaction helps. Jigsaw diplomacy. 
There’s even research on how puzzles are a unifying 
force. The Harvard law professor and behavioural 
economist Cass Sunstein studied methods that would 
bridge the gap between liberals and conservatives. He 
found that one of the only activities that broughtthem 
together was jointly solving a crossword puzzle. More 
evidence for my thesis: puzzles can help save the world. 

And most ofall, [felt gratitude. I’m fortunate enough 
to beina position whereI can enjoy mental pain. That’s 
a crazy luxury. It’s like marathons - our ancestors 
didn’t find pleasure in running 26 miles ona weekend, 
then going out to brunch. They were too busy fleeing 
predators and rival tribes. Same with these puzzles. Our 
brains were evolved to solve problems such as, “How 
do I eat?” but we get to use them for fitting together 
colourful wooden pieces. lama lucky bastard @ 
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How does it feel when youre told you have a rare, deadly brain tumour? 
For Jessica Morris, it was the start of five years of hell, hope and 


facing up to her own mortality 


Illustrations: Anna Parini 


Y BODY’S SUICIDE 
mission revealed itself 
on 23 January 2016, at 
around 4pm, at the top 
of a hill. 

In the Catskills in 
upstate New York, 
nestled ina valley, isa 
picture-perfect inn. 
Inside are cosy rooms with log fires. It oozes comfort 
and warmth. We go every year to this oasis, about 10 
families in all, a tradition started by friends who got 
married there. 

This particular year, there wasn’t the usual 
abundance of snow, and the cross-country skiing had 
to be put on hold. We were itching to get outside, so 
Ijoined forces with three girlfriends and we set off for 
a hike up the hill. 

Iwasa little uncomfortable because my snowjacket 
was too large, as were my gloves. By contrast, my snow 
boots were too tight. I felt weighed down before we had 


even started. We chatted while our bodies adapted to 
the cold and oureyes grewaccustomed to the brightness 
ofa patchy landscape of miserly snow framed by adull 
white sky. 

I felt good, safe and happy in the company of these 
friends whom I never see enough. We upped our pace 
gently. Alex, whois proportioned like a gazelle, strode 
ahead. We were reaching acrossroads, and it was time 
to decide whether to go on or turn back. Alex wanted 
to go on, Gretchen and Janet were undecided. I was 
feeling aguilty urge to retreat to the inn, my book and 
the enticing fireplace. Why did I feel so burdened and 
tired? lanswered myself silently, knowing my answer 
to the question was the usual self-denigrating one: 
it must be because I was overweight. 

Wait. Something else. Something inexplicably odd. 

Within seconds, odder still. I could feel myself 
growing even more tired and somehow - intangibly - 
different from how I would normally feel ona walk like 


this. lopened my mouth to say something, >> 
while knowing that I wasn’t sure what I 
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wanted to say. There was something impeding my 
fluency of thought and speech. 

I have a tendency to talk too much. Right now, 
Ineeded to at least say whether I wanted to walk on or 
turn around. But I was stuck, like amouse on a glue 
board. I opened my mouth. There was a disconnect 
between my desire to say something - anything - and 
my ability to doso. “Agh... ,” Imanaged, weakly. 

Icould see Janet’s face, smiling, but concerned and 
confused. “Just take your time, Jess, and try again.” 
Itriedto breathe calmly, control slipping away. Ilooked 
at Alex and Gretchen’s faces. They had the same look 
of confusion. 

And then I saw my eyelids close. 

When I regained consciousness, Eric and Josh 
and other friends were gathered around. Their faces 
were calm, serious, warm, trying to mask fear. Then 
Isaw my husband, Ed, and! grabbed his hand and felt 
the fear come down a notch. 

Somewhere we transferred to an ambulance. 
I was lying down, a smiling paramedic sitting by me. 
She had a cheery manner, and rested her hand on 
my shoulder as she chatted away. Iwasslowly becoming 
more conscious, more inquiring, more sanely scared. 
IknewI was stillon planet Earth, but alsothata tectonic 
plate had shifted. 

I was told I’d had a seizure while hiking. I couldn’t 
begin to process this information. My face was rigid, 
presenting an artificial default setting ofaslight smile. 
Iwas given aCT scan. [had tolie with my headinacase 
to immobilise it, then I was gradually moved, 
electronically, intoadoughnut. It felt suspiciously like 
acoffin, Ithought fleetingly, rememberinga terrifying 
TV film of a young woman who’d been buried alive 
somewhere in America. 

When the CT scan was finishedI was told, somewhat 
matter-of-factly, that there was “something” there and 
Iwould needan MRI, the more powerfulimaging using 
magnetic fields, the next day. might alsoneed surgery. 


“A GRAPE” IS HOW THE SURGEON described the 
cluster of killer cells he’d scooped out of my head. The 
operation had taken five hours. The grape had been 
growing evilly in the left parietal section of my brain. 
That’s the area at the back of the head behind your left 
ear. The tumour was about 3mm in diameter and 
situated near the surface of the brain. The surgeon was 
upbeat, explaining that he thought it had gone welland 
Iseemed to be recovering quickly. 

The job of finally breaking the bad news to me about 
my diagnosis was passed by the surgeon to a New York 
neuro-oncologist whom I’m going to call Dr Dre (my 
son likes his music). Dr Dre’s credentials were excellent. 
Aclose friend Clare, who had been througha terrifying 
cancer experience and had more than bounced back, 
agreed to come with me and Ed to the appointment. 

Wewere led intoasmallroom. Isatina large swivel 
chair, Ed and Clare on smaller chairs against the wall. 
Asmiling nurse practitioner came in and took my pulse, 
tested my balance, and performed various otherroutine 
tests. Then Dr Dre appeared. He leant against the 
doorway while confirming my worst fears. 

“The pathology report found that your tumour 
isaglioblastoma.” Iknewit, Iknewit, I knewit, I knewit. 
But also: don’t regret, there’s no point. 

Iwas slightly irked that he was standing while Iwas 
sitting in this enormous chair; this was clearly going 
tobea pivotal conversation, andl wanted us to conduct 
itas equals. But he had awelcome clarity of expression, 
and soon came acrossas not only highly intelligent and 
competent but areally nice guy. When wetalked about 
the side-effects of chemotherapy, he likened it to his 
wife’s experience of morning sickness, which I found 
very reassuring. 

He then gave me four specific takeaways to hold on 
to: that the location of my tumour, its size, my bounce- 
back from surgery and overall robust health put mein 
arelatively good position. Herecommended Iundertake 
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the “standard of care” - in other words, the course of 
treatment recommended for anyone diagnosed with 
glioblastoma (GBM). This comprised surgery, if the 
tumour was operable (tick), then six weeks of combined 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, followed bya further 
six months of chemo ona five-day-a-month schedule. 

I asked for a prognosis. He said he couldn’t, or 
wouldn’t, give me one. The disease was too complex, 
too heterogeneous, and all the statistics relating to 
survival were, by definition, related to the past. 

But Iam no fool. As he spoke, I could hear myself 
respond internally. Howcanonebeina “relatively good 
position” with a disease that has a median survivalrate 
of 14 months? A less than 5% chance of surviving five 
years? There’s nothing remotely good, let alone 
relatively good, about that. There’s only an overflowing 
barrel of bad. 

Before we left, lasked to go to the bathroom. Ihad to 
take a moment for myself. There was a mirror straight 
in front of me. I needed to stare into it. To stare at my 
face. To face it - the confirmation of my worst fears. The 
mirror was big and brand new, so new that it still had 
sealant around the glass. I noted that the sealant was 
already peeling. I wondered whether it would need to 
be fixed quite soon. 

Glioblastoma. The worst of all 120-plus different 
forms of brain tumours. In a nanosecond, my life 
had gone from one of smooth, predictable joy to one 
ofunimaginable terror. Death. Soon. Everything over. 
No future. No seeing my children become adults. 
No grandchildren. No fulfilment of potential. 
No dreams. No cure. 

Ifelta sober strengthrunning through me. It wasn’t 
just a question of whether I could cope with these 
treatments. Or whether I could even accept such an 
extraordinary change in my life. It was a recognition 
that my relationship with this disease was, 
fundamentally, down to me. That I alone had this 
unique version of it, and I alone could choose to take 
the helm. The question staring back at me in the mirror 
was whether I understood this and whether I chose to 
engage. Tiny details suddenly became terribly 
important. The peeling sealant around the mirror. 
Think about that to avoid the terror. My life was ending. 
Think about the sealant. I staredinto the mirror, a proxy 
of my poor bruised self, and waited for my psyche to 
answer. And then it was there, like a high-speed 
juggernaut come torestat so gentlea pace the passengers 
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couldn’t even feel it. Yes. I was up to the task ahead. 
Iwas and am and willbestrong. I chosetotakethison. 


ISTARTED TO WRESTLE WITH writing down what 
was happening for my friends. I have written for work 
for years. But now I felt a compulsion and desire to 
communicate what I was feeling. I wanted to take the 
people! love with me, soI would feelless alone. These 
early blogposts gave mean unexpected strength. I was 
surprised how liberating it was writingin my voiceand 
at my pace. 

Of course I now see this was a form of therapy. 
I derived strength from being able to articulate what 
I was feeling, and that in itself felt empowering. 
The blogs helped give some structure to my thoughts. 
Ifound myself keeping the tone of the posts quite light. 
Obviously that was as much for me as for my friends 
and family. My great pal JuliaandIconjuredupaname 
for the dying mass inside. TEF - The Evil Fucker. 

One day a package arrived from another friend, 
Anne. Inside the bubble wrap was a pair of Weebles. 
They were pretty ancient but they brought back 
the childhood games I used to enjoy. I could hear 
the advertising jingle from the 70s. Ismiled. Itapped the 
Weeble, watched it wobble, and saw itinexorably stand 
back up straight. They still sit on our mantelpiece, 
wobbling away and staying upright. Weebles wobble 
but they don’t fall down. 

If youlookat cancer asa whole, funding for research 
tends to flow tothe types that afflict most people, and/ 
or are easiest to treat. It’sa form ofthe classicutilitarian 
concept, “the greatest good for the greatest number”. 
There’s asnagin this thinking if youaresomeone, like 
me, with one of the rarest and most aggressive 
manifestations of this terrible disease. We’re just 
not that attractive to funders of medical research who, 
like gamblers in any field, like to place their chips on 
treatments that are likely to succeed. As a result, 
funders aren’t interested in tackling GBM because it is 
so rare and hard to crack. That leads to a dearth of 
research money to support experimental trials that 
could lead to scientific breakthroughs, and without 
those breakthroughs there is no incentive to attract 
further funding. So it goes. 

The “greatest good for the greatest number” 
approach struck me as a poor way to tackle cancer 
overall. I used to work with disabled people, and we’d 
seduce businesses into seeing disability as a business 
issue by arguing that if, for example, you design your 
buildings to fit the widest wheelchair, it’s the most 
efficient way to make sure the doorway works for 
everyone. Apply that model to cancer. Doesn’t it make 
sense to tackle the most complex, most aggressive and 
raresttype first? Wouldn’tthat be the quickest and most 
efficient way to secure better treatments and outcomes 
for all those with cancer? 

Just over a year into my treatment led by the 
extraordinary neuro-oncologist Dr FabioIwamoto, I did 
a back-of-the-envelope and calculated that I’m a 
Million Dollar Woman. My surgery cost something in 
the region of $130,000. A year of immunotherapy 
infusions came to $144,000. Electrotherapy cost 
$250,000 a year; itinvolves wearing the Optune futuristic 
headgear, which transmits highly charged particles to 
create an electric field and attack brain cancer cells. 
Halfway to a million and we haven’t even added 
in radiotherapy, chemotherapy, bimonthly MRIs, and 
abunch of supplements. 

And yet, ’m still in the grip of a disease that has no 
cure, that relentlessly pursues its victims to the end. 
So, despite all the cutting-edge and eye-wateringly 
expensive treatment I’m receiving, courtesy ofa good 
American healthcare plan and a wonderful team of 
doctors, I’m greedy for more. Which is where 
OurBrainBank comesin. I’ve founded the nonprofit to 
turn GBM from terminal to treatable, powered by 
patients. ’masking GBM patients using our app toinput 
what they’re doing to stay well - from diet to exercise 


to supplements - and how they’re feeling, including 
symptoms and side-effects: language issues, balance 
problems, tiredness, nausea and so on. All that 
information will find its way on to the desktops of 
analysts at two of the world’s leading neuro-oncology 
research centres. There, researchers will pore over the 
data in a hunt for what’s working best, what insights 
we can gather from the reality of patients’ lives so 
we can improve guidance, connect patients to each 
other, build a community, enable patients to make 
better use of their meetings with their doctors, 
and provide a ready-made pool of candidates 
to be recruited on to trials. And, perhaps most 
importantly, to provide insights and evidence that 
could unlock the serious big bucks we need to find that 
elusive cure. Our aim is that one day you won’t have to 
bea Million Dollar Woman to survive. 

Later that same year I found myselfsitting in aroom 
with about 40 people alllooking frightfully important. 
There were medical experts, heads of pharma giants, 
representatives from cancer NGOs. They were all 
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wearing smart clothes. I was the only one wearing the 
Optune electronic helmet. 

This was the New York launch event in June 2017 of 
the Biden Cancer Initiative, the philanthropic scheme 
Joe and Jill Biden set up after leaving the White House 
to build on the Cancer Moonshot the then vice-president 
had run on behalf of President Obama. Biden lost 
his beloved son Beau to GBM in 2015. It was an 
opportunity too good to miss. So I joined the line of 
suits, hustled a little. Deep breaths, be brave, I told 
myself. “Hi Mr Vice-president, I’m Jessica and I have 
what Beau had. I’mso sorry hedidn’t make it.” That got 
mea hug. 

I went on: “I’m doing fine andinvolved insetting up 
OurBrainBank, a whole new approach to moving 
glioblastoma from terminal to treatable, powered 
by patients. It so chimes with what you’re saying is 
needed - collaboration, a sense of urgency - I’d love to 
share our thinking.” That earned measecond hugand 
then, with his arm around my shoulder, Biden beckoned 
to Greg Simon, president of the initiative. “Greg! 
We gotta hear more about this!” 

That was ona Monday. That wasn’t a bad start to 
aweek. 


WHEN, IN MARCH 2019, Dr Iwamoto broke the news 
to me that for now he thought my treatment was done, 
Iwas profoundly and unexpectedly confused. Ihad spent 
over three years staring down death, using every weapon 
Icould command to counterattack. Yet hereI was being 
advised to lay down my arms, even though the enemy 
might resurface at any time. 

I could understand the reasoning. Two years 
of chemotherapy is more than a year beyond 
the standard of care for GBM. The immunotherapy I 
was on is unproven as a standalone therapy for my 
disease. The hope in this experimental treatment is 
that it will leave an indelible impression on myimmune 
system - one that will allow my body to attack the 
tumour of its own accord. But if that is to work, it will 
have had that effect already, making prolonging 
the therapy pointless. As for the electrotherapy, 
the Martian headgear I’d been wearing for months, Iwas 
reassured that Ihad already wornit for longer than the 
nine months evidenced by research. 

I’ve never taken medicine unless absolutely 
necessary, and my MRIs have - to date - been good. But 
stopping treatments made me feel as if I was being 
forced to be a passive bystander to my own disease, 
waiting for it toregroupand attack me again. What was 
I to do? It was beyond me, psychologically. I tried 
enjoying wonderful family holidays. I tried channelling 
my energies into OurBrainBank. I tried seeking a part- 
time job. Nothing worked. 


IT HAPPENED ON A SUNDAY in August 2019, 
at Terminal 3in Heathrow. Not the kind oflocation you’d 
chooseastheplacetobe delivered bad news, surrounded 
by strangers and stress. We were returning from London 
to New York at the end of our summer holidays, and 
wereat the gate, about to board, when Isenseda flicker 
in the corner of my right eye. I immediately leapt for 
innocent explanations. I was tired. We’d flown from 
Ireland the day before. It’s always stressful heading 
home after a blissful break by the sea. Maybe I was 
dehydrated or energy deprived. Please let it be 
something innocent like that, and not the dreadful 
news that deep down I knew it was. 

I closed my eyes hoping the flicker would go 
away. It didn’t. Over email, Dr Iwamoto told me to 
increase my anti-seizure meds immediately, wait for 
acouple of hours, and ifthe eye calmed down then get 
on the next flight. So that’s what we did. 

Less than 24 hours later, we were back in New York, 
Thad had another MRI, and Dr Iwamoto was delivering 
us the news that I knew he would - the cancer had 
returned. Within a week of that Iwas under >> 


the knife again, with surgery to remove 
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as much of the newly grown tumour as was possible. 

The next couple of months saw me ricochet from 
doctors’ appointments to surgery to expert opinions, 
and, between, a bewildering host of emotions. 
Ihad known that recurrence was always very likely to 
happen. GBM is the Terminator of cancers - it never 
goes away and it never stops trying to kill you. It was 
as if a shadow that had been hanging over me for the 
past almost four years, darkening my mood at times, 
almost imperceptibly but always there, had now broken 
out into torrential rain. 

There. Yousee. [knewit woulddothat eventually. All 
thosestate-of-the-art machines, allthose MRIs showing 
no evidence of the tumour, all those various treatments 
trying toimprove my situation, and still here I was back 
at square one. It’s very hard to know how to imagine 
The Evil Fucker; to know how to think about it. All you 
cansee onthe MRIsisawhite mass, asplurge of whiteness 
ontheimage, andallIcanthinkis: whyis this thing trying 
to hurt me, why does it hate meso much? 


ED ANDI OFTEN indulge in speculation about our 
retirement. A little house somewhere upstate, a small 
garden plot for vegetables, space to walk the dog, read 
our favourite books ... I could go on. That’s another 
cruelty of GBM. It hits, forthe most part, in middle age, 
just when weare getting toa point where wecanreplace 
the ambition of youth witha realisation that the half- 
empty glass might not be so bad. 

The flip side of thatis that being soill has sharpened 
my senses. I can see how I have grown in confidence 
even while my ability to control my life has diminished. 
Ihave met somany people living with this disease, and 
it has been a humbling experience. We are stripped of 
ourassumptions about healthand about life. And while 
that leads to bitter disappointment, there is aliberation 
to knowing that all bets are off. 

Iwrite thisin early 2021. My children have gone from 
teenagers to young adults during the nearly five years 
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I’ve been living with this disease. Allare leading happy 
lives. They are full of ideas. Ed has become an even 
better partner than he was before. This family, that 
Iamsolucky tobe part of, has demonstrated collective 
spirit to go beyond adversity. 

Happiness has always been my north starand that’s 
where it remains. But that doesn’t mean Iam delusional. 
With the failure of the latest treatment - an experimental 
approach that involved injecting my brain with the 
virus that causes herpes, and the one big shot I had at 
longevity - it was clear that the odds had moved against 
me. As I write, lam doing another two-week course of 
radiation and chemotherapy - back where I began with 
the treatment that forms the “standard of care”. 

And after that? Then what? 

Ican hardly bear to write the words lam about to. lam 
going to die. I don’t want to write them because I don’t 
want toacceptthem. I’m happy, and my familyis happy, 
and I don’t see why we should have to have that 
jeopardised. I imagine what the end of my life will be. 
Not surprisingly, I finditterribly hard. Ihaveno problem 
talking about my disease and little problem talking about 
my life ending early because ofit. But Ishy away fromit 
because it feels terrifying tome. My whole life has been 
full ofoptions, but suddenly there aren’t goingtobeany. 

The worst part of it is the feeling of loneliness. 
For these past almost five years Ihave been onajourney 
with my loved ones and friends around me. It’s as 
though we have been through the wars together, 
holding tight to one another. Now, with my time 
running short, lam being prised away from those I love 
and set on another path where they cannot follow me. 
Iamonmy own @ 


Jessica Morris died on 8 June 2021. 

This is an edited extract from All In My Head published 
by Little, Brown Book Group on 9 June. To order a copy 
for £14.78, go toguardianbookshop.com. Delivery charges 
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After more than a decade 
apart, Pavement are back. 
They talk about tough 
breakups, being slacker 
icons, and why nowis the 
right time for a reunion 


Words: Gabriel Szatan 
Portrait: Leah Nash 


AVEMENT ARE THE ultimate 
rock Rorschach test. To one set of 
observers, they are demigods of 
the 90s American underground; 
the most durable, impactfuland 
casually brilliant act to rise from 
a generation that wasn’t exactly 
short on bands who married 
guitar scree to honeyed melody. 
To another, they’re a speck. 

The band began in California circa 1989, originally 
just a pair: singer, guitarist and principal songwriter 
Stephen Malkmus flanked by co-writer and guitarist 
Scott Kannberg. Soonafully expanded unit, Pavement’s 
first two albums are key components in any indie rock 
starter pack. Slanted and Enchanted (1992) and Crooked 
Rain, Crooked Rain (1994) becamestandards, codifying 
where the sound of the genre was travelling in the 
decade ahead: louche, fuzzy, wry, bittersweet, a little 
bit jazzy, alittle bit peppy, cloaked in obfuscation yet 
somehow clear of intent. Malkmus had a gift for 
matching toneand conviction to whatever crypticswish 
of the pen he had taken in to the booth on the day of 
recording, and the band dovetailed beautifully. 

And yet, much of Pavement’s arc is caveated with 
the coulds, woulds and shoulds. As received history 
goes, when the major leagues came calling, Pavement 
fluffed their lines: 1995’s elliptical and mellow Wowee 
Zowee badly hindered the band’s ascent. They toured 
relentlessly but never notcheda gold or platinum record 
in the US, and in the UK, their biggest single reached 
an undazzling No 27 in 1999, at which point they were 
coming down the other side of Mount Popularity and 
heading for a breakup. 

Yet this wobbly dance with the limelight has 
embellished the group’s lore over time, galvanising 
fans who see their haphazard approach as a virtue. 
Wowee Zowee is now consideredaclassic, onapar with 
the band’s first two albums - and 1997’s Brighten the 
Cornersis not far behind. By the time the band reunited 
in 2010 their audience had grown exponentially. Twelve 
years later they are revving up for another spin on the 
merry-go-round, witharun of forthcoming rereissues 
and global shows that will stretch into 2023. 

“It’s a game of inches,” smiles Malkmus with the 
understandable glazed look of someone who has 
explained the band’s lack of mainstream success 
countless times. “There were things we could have 
done differently when we had achance of becoming a 
household name. That said, things worked out fine. We’re 
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‘There are few artists left 
not named Jagger or McCartney 


who have no financial worries’ 


here, we haveacool tour coming up, and the word leaked 
out eventually. ’'m sure people think we’re shambolic 
and shit, too. But they’ll find out one day, you know?” 


IJOIN PAVEMENTIN PORTLAND, acity that seems 
chained to the band’s reputation: hip, liberal, leafy, 
relaxed, a little goofy, white. It’s where Malkmus has 
lived with his wife, the artist Jessica Jackson Hutchins, 
for more than two decades, save for a stint in Berlin in 
the early 2010s. 

After the band’s dissolution, Malkmus quickly 
formed the Jicks, a still-going and still-great corps 
for shaggier guitar explorations. Kannberg forged 


ahead with his own solo work under the moniker Spiral 
Stairs. The rest of the group returned to normality. 
These days, drummer Steve West is a stonemason and 
farmer in Virginia. Percussionist and hype man Bob 
Nastanovich is a Kentucky-based horse racing data 
analyst who prides himself on being the only American 
alive to have attended meetings at all60 UKracecourses. 
Bassist Mark Ibold joined Sonic Youth for their last few 
years, and is now a bartender and jobbing epicurean 
in New York, whose columns once graced chef David 
Chang’s Lucky Peach magazine. 

“My mind races sometimes when people come up 
to me at work,” Ibold says. “What are they thinking? 


‘Oh God, this guy’s been in two bands that mean the 
world to me, but he’s serving drinks behind a bar?’ 
Maybe we help put things into perspective - that there 
are fewartists left not named Jagger or McCartney who 
have no financial worries. But still: ’d drop my shifts 
for Pavement any day of the week.” 

In 2022, as in 2010, Pavement mostly look like 
older approximations of whothey werein 1999. There’s 
extra densityin West’s beard, Malkmus’s mop has gone 
silver-grey and Kannberg’s tufty curtains have been 
replaced entirely by a baseball cap. Altogether, the 
group are looking pretty good given that most of 
them are hovering around the 55 mark, and Ibold turns 
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60 this year. It’s a jarring proposition to square with 
the perma-boyish faces staring out from promo videos 
during the band’s heyday. 

Having spent so much time apart, the band are 
working on their relationship between rehearsals. 
On one afternoon off, they head toa gallery exhibition 
of Hutchins’s work, where the couple’s youngest 
daughter animatedly holds court with Ibold, 
Kannberg and West on the kerb. Is she a fan of 
Dad’s work? “Well, she’s coming to the warm-up 
show in LA,” Malkmus says, “but her bag is more 
true-crime podcasts, Olivia Rodrigo and that TikTok 
thing: ‘ABCDEFU and your friends and your mama.’ 


Sidewalk 

on the wild side 
(From left) Pavement 
members Stephen 
Malkmus, Steve 
West, Mark Ibold, 
Bob Nastanovich 

and Scott Kannberg 


She’s like most 14-year-olds: hopelessly online.” 

It’s heartening to find Pavement in warm spirits, 
given that they haven’t been geographically or 
personally that close for the better part of a quarter- 
century. Kannberg and Nastanovich hadn’t seen each 
other since the then-final Pavement show in Buenos 
Aires 12 years ago. “The dynamics, personalities and 
humour between us have always been there, and 
always stay the same,” says West. “It’s immediately 
comfortable again.” 

The reunion was announced in late 2019: two 
shows locked in for the Primavera Sound festival in 
Barcelona in the summer of the following year - and 
we all know what came next. Three years of 
postponements led toatortuousindustry-wide backlog 
for venues and crew availability, so the band skipped 
any hesitancy and hedged on 50 dates worldwide, as 
well as those rescheduled Primavera dates, where 
they’ll headline alongside the Strokes, Massive Attack 
and Gorillaz. The biggest risk Pavement face now, West 
smirks, is him slipping during his day joband chiselling 
his own thumb. 


PAVEMENT HAVE CONVENED at the Bodecker 
Foundation, a community centre named after its 
benefactor, Nike designer Sandy Bodecker, whose 
initials adorn the sportswear brand’s SBs range of 
sneakers and skate apparel. It’s a hodgepodge of 
impulses: imagine a recording studio, sports facility 
and eco-tourism lodge meshed into one. As an adult 
playpen, it’s well-suited to members of Pavement 
whose love of sport grounded the band’s literary 
tendencies, not least those of Malkmus himself. He can 
be found skating around the building with his turquoise 
bass in hand, or making use of the indoor basketball 
hoop between sessions. 

Malkmus hasalways been an aloof conversationalist, 
and he won’t be changing his stripes now. Even while 
rolling out long and thoughtful answers, he verges on 
the precipice of lassitude, contorting his arms or 
swivelling onachair. The topic that really gets him going 
is YouTube wormholes: he gabs animatedly about 
videos of oversized horses and gonzo missionary 
pilots littering the recommendation bar, as well as 
his bread-and-butter videos of “general around-the- 
house repair dad stuff”. 

Once a prodigious stoner, dad-mode Malkmus’s 
current buzz is tennis, even arriving to rehearsals on 
one of the days straight from the court. Everything is 
set upin Portland to keep him happiest, 
he concedes. The frontman doesn’t like 
disruption, trying to keep his internal 
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rhythm (as with his swing) “as smoothas possible. Jerky 
isa young man’s game.” 

With 80-odd songs to relearn in 10 days, the band - 
whowere once notorious for sloppy performances and 
minimal practice - are atypically rigorous. They’ll be 
joined on the road this year by Rebecca Clay Cole, a 
Portlander who is helping to fine-tune some of their 
trickier material by adding extra keyboardand bolstering 
the vocals. Watching the bandrun through their single 
Cut Your Hair, their closest thing toa hitin the US, with 
all six members pogoing under the greasy studio light, 
is asight to behold. It still sounds fit for arenas. 


INFLUENCE IS VALUABLE CURRENCY, but it only 
goes so far. Although their alliesin art-rock, Sonic Youth, 
never went gold in the US either, at least they could 
point to guest appearances in The Simpsons and taking 
fashion by stealth by selling truckloads of T-shirts 
emblazoned with the artwork of their album Goo. But 
cutting Pavement’s branch out of indie rock’s family 
tree would trigger some deleterious effects. You risk 
altering or completely losing artists as diverse as Parquet 
Courts, Animal Collective, Kurt Vile, Beabadoobee, Mac 
DeMarco, Cate Le Bon, Modest Mouse and many more, 
positively devastating the mid-sized festival ecosystem. 
By Graham Coxon’s own admission, Blur’s self-titled 
1997 LP wouldn’t exist without his brow furrowing in 
envy while listening to Pavement - which means, ina 
roundabout way, no Wowee Zowee, no Song 2. 

“Growing up,” says Kannberg, “I was into the 
Replacements, Big Star and the Velvet Underground - 
all these bands that never really sold any records, but 
they were huge to fans and other bands.” He pauses 
and mulls his words carefully. “I’m hesitant to say we’re 
in the same category as them. But I think we might be 
with kids today.” 

Few indie cycles come round without a few bands 
clutching the Pavement 92-94 handbook, but the 
slacker fashion choices and vibe currently favoured by 
Gen Z doappear uniquely compatible with Pavement’s 
music. Malkmus agrees: “We were definitely aware that 
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Striking a chord 
Malkmus (left) and 
Ibold in 1992; and 
(below) with the 
full classic lineup 
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‘There’s plenty of noble and common 


reasons to break up a band... There’s stuff to 
feel bad about but we just ran our course’ 


if we were going to come back, now would be a good 
time. If you’re kind ofintroverted, you have askateboard 
but you’re not great atit, and you’re a little bit suspect 
of the world, there could be something in it for you.” 

Allofwhich raises the question: ifit feels natural, why 
didn’t they stick it out and sustain the magic after 2010? 

Kannberg assumed that Pavement would continue. 
In 2014, an offer arrived from Jeff Tweedy of another 
group of 90s veterans, Wilco, toundertakeajointtour. 
It was quashed. “Ithinkit would have been areally cool 
tour to do,” begins Kannberg, before Nastanovich cuts 
him off. “Sorry, it was a bad idea. I’m appreciative to 
Jeff for the thought, but Ithinkit’s oldmen onold men. 
[And] regardless of any ofus trying to convince Stephen 
to do it, at the end of the day he’s had a lengthy career 
with the Jicks to tend to.” 


THIS CUTS THROUGH to the central, and still 
unresolved, tension at the heart of Pavement. While 
Malkmus was under the spotlight and courting the 
majority of press and fan attention, it was Kannberg 
whose self-worth was most explicitly tied up with the 
band. The scars from the fallout around their breakup 
remain evident. 

By 1999, the cultural terrain from which their slacker- 
savant anthems grew had gone stale, and fissures 
between Malkmus and Kannberg widened throughout 
the process for the band’s fifth and final LP, 
Terror Twilight. Pavement split six weeks before the 
end of the 90s, with a curtain call in London. As the 
credits roll on Slow Century, film-maker Lance Bangs’s 
documentary about the band, it’s Kannberg who’s atthe 
front barrier of Brixton Academy, shaking hands 
and handing out setlists. Malkmus, who had placed 
a pair of handcuffs on his microphone stand to 
“symbolise what it’s like beingina band all these years”, 
trundled offalone. 

“There’s plenty of noble and common reasons to 
breakup aband,” levels Malkmus. “Some projects have 
aset amount of output and creative ideas. If you’re the 
one that wants it to end, then sure, there’s stuff to feel 


bad about - the material side ofleaving the guys around 
you high and dry. But we just ran our course.” 

Kannberg took it rather differently: “I got divorced 
because of Pavement. The friction of my [first] wife 
wanting me to move on to something else, and me not 
really being able to in the back of my head, was the 
cause of it. I wanted to do more musicin the ‘tight way’ 
but wasn’t sure of how, exactly.” While the Jicks offered 
Malkmus an instantaneous second life, Kannberg’s 
next steps were creatively satisfying but didn’t catch 
alight to the same degree. Right before the first call to 
reunite, he was about to becomea bus driver in Seattle. 

“A good friend of mine and Stephen’s would tell me 
back in the 2000s: ‘Man, Pavement fucked you up,’ 
Kannberg says. “AndI knewthat to be true. ButI’dlike 
to say it fucked me up ina good way, becauseI was able 
togoonand do music - and get more out of it thanI did 
with the final years of Pavement.” 

Still, when the 2010 reunion came round, Kannberg 
admits the proximity to Pavement’s demise meant he 
was simply thrilled to have the gang back on the road 
without probing things too deeply. “But this time, what 
I’ve actually done is started rereading the lyrics and 
writing the chord structures down. And - this sounds 
ridiculous - it took me getting to 55 years old to realise 
what great fucking songs they are. Inever gave Stephen 
his dues inthe past, because it was our bandandthere’s 
this tension and stuff, but now! standinrehearsalsand 
watch him do new things with the material and just 
think: Woah, we had it. We have it.” 

Malkmus agrees. “For some, this tour will be 
about reliving those days when they were young 
and fancy-free, getting pissed and listening to 
Pavement. But we have a better chance of getting 
new fans than 50-year-olds at this point, right? We 
get a chance to relive the material and perhaps 
animate it for the present. It does feel like ’m wrenching 
more from our music than before. And I’m not just 
saying that - it really is working for me.” 

Pavement play Primavera Sound on 2 June and tour 
the UK from 17 to 25 October. 


DAVID CORIO/REDEFERNS; GIE KNAEPS/GETTY 


NETFLIX; REX FEATURES; GETTY IMAGES; MURDO MACLEOD/THE GUARDIAN 


CULTURE 


wy 


THE CULTURAL PRESCRIPTION FOR... 


Out-of-body 
experiences 


From Gaspar Noé’s death dream 
to Elgar's emotionally charged 
choral composition: art that 
takes you to another dimension 


TV 
Russian Doll 


We often think of 
out-of-body experiences 
as ghostly apparitions 
entering the bodies of 
other sentient beings. 
Now imagine if the 
thing your spirit entered 
was the body of your 
own mother 40 years 
ago, pregnant with... 
you! This is the premise 
of the recent second 
season of Netflix’s 
Russian Doll, in which 
main character Nadia 
(above), after grappling 
with the metaphysics 

of immortality in the 
first season, must 

now grapple with the 
metaphysics of time 
travel. It’s a thrilling 
sci-fi comedy, although 
the question of what you 
would do if you entered 
your own mother’s body 
is perhaps more 
appropriate ina 
gruesome horror. 

Jason Okundaye 


Film 
Enter the Void 


Early in Gaspar Noé’s 
lurid, lascivious lullaby 
Enter the Void, the 
protagonist, an 
American drug dealer 
in Japan, dies. The 

rest of its 161-minute 
running time is spent 
floating arounda 
neon-soaked Tokyo 
demi-monde, swooping 
in and out of equally 
starburst-illuminating 
and black-hole- 
enervating memories. 
Like almost all Noé 
provocations, this wild 
flight of afterlife fancy 
is peopled by grimily 
glamorous desperados: 
would it work were it 
about the perimortem 
perambulations of, 

say, amiddle-aged 
dental hygienist from 
Basingstoke? Show- 
offy and indulgent as 
itis, Enter the Void 
mesmerises and, 
weirdly, motivates: 
better make as much 
of life as possible, you'll 
be reliving it all soon 
enough - even the 
boring bits. Jessica Kiang 


Classical 
The Dream 
of Gerontius 


The Dream of Gerontius 
by John Henry Newman 
(above, artist 
unknown) charts a 
dying soul’s journey 
towards judgment. 
Lifelong Catholic 
Edward Elgar knew 
Newman’s poem long 
before Birmingham’s 
Triennial music festival 
approached him to 
write a new choral 
composition, and the 
emotionally charged 
score that followed 

is one of his finest 
achievements. The 
whole piece is a kind of 
out-of-body experience, 
particularly in Part Il as 
the soul of Gerontius 
realises it has become 
uncoupled from the 
departed body: “I hear 
no more the busy beat 
of time ... nor does one 
moment differ from the 
next”. Hugh Morris 


Books 
The Electric 
KoolLAid Acid Test 


The hyperactive New 
Journalism that Tom 
Wolfe pioneered in 

The Electric Kool-Aid 
Acid Test now feels 
quaintly old-fashioned, 
but he still tells a 
remarkable story. The 
acid tests were parties 
at which Ken Kesey 
(author of One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest) 
and his disciples the 
Merry Pranksters took 
themselves right out of 
their minds by drinking 
LSD-laced Kool-Aid. 
Wolfe details their 
bacchanalian excesses, 
their crazy journeys 
across the United States 
ina bus called Furthur 
alongside their more 
serious attempts to park 
their egos. The book 
also boasts memorable 
appearances froma 
who’s who of 1960s 
counterculture, 
including the Hells 
Angels, Allen Ginsberg 
and, inevitably, the 
Grateful Dead. 

Sam Jordinson 


Stage 
NotI 


The opening stage 
direction in Samuel 
Beckett’s Not I 
(Touretteshero 

and Battersea Arts 
Centre’s co-production, 
above) reads: “Stage 

in darkness but for 

a mouth”, From the 
audience, all we can 
see is a hovering pair 
of lips glowing in the 
spotlight. As the words 
begin to tumble out, it 
feels a bit like a seance, 
a search, an awakening. 
It’s best not to push too 
hard for any meaning: 
just let the words wash 
over you. If itis a good 
production, you’ll end 
up feeling loose and 
untethered yet acutely 
tuned into the world 
around you, nerve- 
endings exposed and 
firing like crazy into 
the darkness. 

Miriam Gillinson 
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hen Sarah Polley 
was four years old 
she entertained 
her Christian 
kindergarten 
class witha 
rendition of the Monty Python song 
Sit on My Face. “I love to hear you 
oralise / When you’re between my 
thighs ... ” she chirruped, to the delight 
of her libertarian parents, who denied 
all responsibility. 

At the age of eight, egged on by 
her superfan dad, she auditioned for 
anew fantasy adventure movie by 
the Pythons’ Terry Gilliam. She was 
already the veteran of a handful of 
horror films, but The Adventures of 
Baron Munchausen was something 
else: an absurdist riot of special effects, 
the filming of which often left her 
sobbing in her parents’ arms after being 
forced to run across battlefields, with 
explosions all around her and nothing 
but a couple of cotton wool balls to 
protect her little ears. Gilliam has 
always maintained that he has kepta 
safe set, but the experience is one of the 
reasons why she is so determined not to 
allow her own three children to become 
child actors, although she relented 
during the filming of her latest movie, 
because casting them as extras was 
the only way she could get them on set 
under the stringent Covid regulations. 

Polley is best known these days 
as a director and screenwriter, with 
credits including an autobiographical 
documentary, Stories We Tell, that was 
listed among the 100 best films of the 
century in a BBC critics’ poll, and the 
Netflix series Alias Grace, which she 
adapted and produced. Her latest 
project is Women Talking. Based on 
anovel by Miriam Toews about the 
repercussions of sexual abuse in 
asmall Mennonite community, it 
boasts a stellar cast, including Frances 
McDormand, Ben Whishaw and Claire 
Foy. She is currently juggling the final 
sprint of post-production on Women 
Talking with publicising her first book. 
It is nine in the morning when we talk, 
the blinds in her Toronto home drawn 
against the bright morning sun. 

Her book is called Run Towards the 
Danger: Confrontations With a Body 
of Memory. Structured as a series of 
essays, it’s an episodic memoir of life 
as an actor, director and human being 
unlike any I have ever read: it deals 
with childhood bereavement, extreme 
stage fright, crises of pregnancy, and 
abuse within the entertainment 
industry, giving a bruisingly candid 
and intelligent account of the physical 
and psychic injuries Polley has 
suffered and surmounted during her 
43 years on Earth. It’s a dialogue 
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‘Can you forgive 


and should 
. y 
you forgive? 
Asachild star Sarah Polley suffered 
trauma and neglect. Now an acclaimed 


director, she is confronting the ghosts 
of her past with a frank new memoir 


Words: Claire Armitstead 
Portrait: Derek Shapton 


between two very separate time 
frames in her life, she writes: “The 
past and the present are in constant 
dialogue, acting upon one another in 
a kind of reciprocal pressure dance.” 

It would be wrong to describe it as an 
angry book, though there are many 
moments of great anger. Take her 
experiences on the set of Baron 
Munchausen, which included 
observing Oliver Reed viciously 
stamping on the foot of a 17-year-old 
Uma Thurman; and being forced to 
work ridiculous hours in perilous 
conditions. The chapter is titled Mad 
Genius, and challenges the fetishising 
of irresponsible creativity. When, in 
adulthood, Polley learned that Gilliam 
was about to cast a child actor as a lead 
in another film, she emailed him, 
spelling out her trauma. He shrugged it 
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off, flippantly questioning her memories 


and effectively gaslighting her. It was 
only when fellow actor Eric Idle spoke 
out in her defence that her voice was 
finally heard. “She was right. She was 
in danger. Many times,” he said. 

Yet, in an extraordinary example of 
the “reciprocal dance” between past 
and present, when we discuss her 
children being on set for Women 
Talking, she recalls amoment when 
she herself almost lost it as a director. 
“The light was fading. There’s this 
crane shot. My kids are supposed to be 
sitting on a hay bale with a bunch of 
other kids playing. It’s the biggest shot 
I’ve ever done in my life, and we have 
five minutes to get it, and every time 
we bring the crane in, my middle kid 
pulls all these faces right into the 
camera,” she says. “I had amoment 


of extreme empathy for film-makers 
being horrible to everyone, including 
children.” A day after the interview, 
she emails to say it hadn’t occurred to 
her until now that Gilliam never lost 
his patience with her on set. “I think 
I should acknowledge that about him.” 
The most dangerous, and insome 
ways, most significant, chapter is 
about her dealings with the Canadian 
chatshow host Jian Ghomeshi, who 
in 2014 was put on trial for allegedly 
assaulting a number of women. He 
has always maintained his innocence 
and was found not guilty. Polley first 
met him through charity work when 
she was a child star and he was in his 
20s. She claims that at the age of 16 she 
had an abusive sexual encounter with 
him. While not part of the trial, she 
considered testifying against him. 


Her lawyer friends advised her not 

to because of the damage that 
interrogation in the witness box would 
do to her and her family. “I made the 
decision not to come forward,” she 
writes. “I had too much information 
about what would happen...” 

Another reason she says she didn’t 
testify was because she thought her 
subsequent behaviour would mean 
her evidence wouldn’t be believed. 
“Tam good natured, flirty, and almost 
happily diminish myself,” she writes, 
of a TV interview with Ghomeshi, 
during the publicity round for her 2011 
film Take This Waltz. 

Ghomeshi was acquitted in the 
criminal trial and has not responded 
to Polley’s allegations (the Guardian 
reached out to him through his 
production company Roge Media but 
received no response). “It’s really easy 
when you’ve had a really horrible 
experience to become really passionate 
in your language,” she says. “I believe 
strongly that if you’re going to say 
something publicly, you need to beas 
accurate as you possibly can, which 
is not always possible in these cases, 
because memory is a slippery, 
difficult thing. But I had years to 
think about this.” 

She applies the same forensic 
scrutiny to her childhood memories. 
Her mother’s death when she was 
11 years old - far younger than her 
siblings - marooned her with a father 
who couldn’t cope. He neglected basic 
parenting responsibilities such as 
ensuring that she wore a badly needed 
back brace to correct her crooked spine 
(she didn’t, with serious repercussions). 
At 14 she abandoned home, and by 15 
was living with a boyfriend four years 
her senior. But in her documentary 
Stories We Tell she presented her father 
as ahero, who remained staunchly 
loving of both her and her mother, 
despite discovering Sarah wasn’t his 
biological child. She couldn’t have 
exposed this other side if he were still 
alive, she says, but life is complicated 
and both portraits are true. This 
paradox is much on her mind as her 
eldest child approaches the age she 
was when her mother died, and she 
audits her own stricter parenting style. 

By the time her mother died she was 
locked into a six-year contract with 
Disney as the star of a hit TV show, 


Road to Avonlea, based on the stories 
of Anne of Green Gables author Lucy 
Maud Montgomery. She was given no 
time off to grieve. A year later, she 
brought the wrath of Walt down on her 
head by wearing a peace-sign necklace 
that had belonged to her mother to 

an awards ceremony attended by 
several high-ups involved in waging 
the first Gulf war. Her contract was 
terminated, then reinstated. She was 
finally released early, with a black 
mark beside her name. 

Although she continued to act in 
film, she turned increasingly in her 
20s towards directing. She made her 
feature debut at 28 with Away from Her, 
an astonishingly mature meditation 
on living with Alzheimer’s, based on 
short story by Alice Munro, which 
earned an Oscar nomination for Julie 
Christie. Fame never interested her, she 
says. Yet in one essay, spinning out of 
an impromptu family holiday when the 
youngest of her children was just nine 
weeks old, she’s transported back to 
the misery of publicity tours for the 
Disney TV series - “I felt like a circus 
horse” - and is surprised to find herself 
feeling a little miffed that nobody now 
knows who she is. 

The reciprocal pressure dance of 
past and future took a literal turn in 
2015 when she was concussed by a fire 
extinguisher falling on her head while 
she was rummaging in a lost-and-found 
box. In her efforts to work out why the 
incident had affected her so very badly 
she recalled suffering days of dizziness 
asa child after being struck on the head 
filming a wagon scene for a TV show. 
Concussion is cumulative, the doctor 
told her. When she asked if she’d ever 
direct again, he sighed and said: “I 
think it’s a good goal to have.” 

She did go back: the option on Alias 
Grace was about to run out, and she was 
determined not to let it go. She is now 
symptom-free, and has been having the 
time of her life making Women Talking. 
It isn’t out till autumn so she keeps 
having to stop herself from giving too 
much away. But, ultimately, she says, 
it’s about forgiveness: “Can you forgive, 
and should you forgive? What does an 
apology look like? And when they’re 
there, can there be healing? 

“Tt’s something I’ve become more 
fixated on as I get older,” she says, 
“because I think it’s really important 
to be engaged and vocal about 
injustice, both personally andina 
universal context. But lam also now 
deeply interested in what comes next? 
What are we trying to build? Can it be 
part of the process of imagining 
a different kind of world?” 

Run Towards the Danger by Sarah 
Polley is published on 2 June. 
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Dance hall days 

(From left) Marcelino 
Sambé, Matthew 

Ball, Laura Esquivel, 
Francesca Hayward and 
Christopher Wheeldon 


Grace 
under 
pressure 


Christopher Wheeldon 
has been steeped in 
ballet all his life. Whether 
choreographing his new 
adaptation of Like Water 
for Chocolate or the 
Michael Jackson musical, 
‘you just jump in’, he says 


Words: Lyndsey Winship 
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ne weekend in 
the early 1990s on 
Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side, 19-year-old 
dancer Christopher 
Wheeldon found 
himself at a loose end. He had recently 
moved from London to join New York 
City Ballet. “I hadn’t really made any 
friends yet and I remember a really 
lonely Sunday afternoon going to 
the cinema,” says Wheeldon. “There 
used to be a great art house at Lincoln 
Center, called Lincoln Plaza.” The 
film he saw there was Like Water 
for Chocolate, an adaptation of the 
Mexican author Laura Esquivel’s 
magical realist novel of thwarted love. 
“It just stuck with me,” says 
Wheeldon. “I’m a hopeless romantic, 
Isuppose.” Back then, he had no 
idea that 30 years later he would 
still be living in New York, now an 
internationally successful Tony and 
Olivier award-winning choreographer, 
turning the movie he saw into a ballet. 
Having begun his choreographic 
career making abstract neoclassical 
ballets (including Polyphonia, 


ay 


Morphoses and Tryst) based on 
streamlined beauty, patterning and 
musicality, Wheeldon has since made 
his name asa large-scale storyteller, 
who has tackled everything from the 
visual spectacle of Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland to turning The Winter’s 
Tale, supposedly one of Shakespeare’s 
“problem plays”, into an emotive 
ballet. He also choreographed and 
directed a hugely successful stage 
version of the Gene Kelly film An 
American in Paris and recently 
opened the Michael Jackson musical 
MJ on Broadway. 

Esquivel’s novel is unlike any of 
those, but Wheeldon spotted some rich 
ingredients for ballet in the story of 
heroine Tita, forbidden from marrying 
her beloved Pedro because family 
tradition dictates she must stay at home 
to care for her mother. As Tita cooks for 
the family, her emotions are transferred 
to the food and those who eat it, causing 
outbreaks of lovesickness and intense 
desire. Heightened emotions and 
simmering passion are things ballet 
does very well, and Wheeldon foresaw 
great ballerina roles for Tita, her 


@ 


mother and sisters (Francesca 
Hayward will be the first Tita). 

At the outset of the project, 
Wheeldon visited Esquivel in Mexico 
City and she cooked him a recipe from 
the book, achampandongo casserole. 
“I wouldn’t do this without Laura’s 
blessing,” he says, aware of the 
sensitivities of telling stories outside 
one’s own culture. “We have to make 
sure we’re asking all the right 
questions and have permission.” 

Wheeldon also worked closely with 
the Mexican conductor Alondra de la 
Parra and composer Tomas Barreiro, 
but has no intention of carbon-copying 
the novel’s world. Having researched 
Mexican folk dances, he decided the 
best route was to invent his own 
language. Similarly, the score, by 
Joby Talbot, combines impassioned 
melodies and danceable rhythms 
with only hints of Mexican flavour. 

Even the story is abstracted 
somewhat, its “tightly woven tapestry” 
distilled into key relationships to suit 
ballet’s strengths. Wheeldon is well 
aware that for those unused to dance, 
even well-known story ballets can be 


ANDREJ USPENSKI 


baffling. “I sat in on Swan Lake the 
other night, and thought: ‘If you’re 
coming to this for the very first time, 
you're going to struggle.” 

That may be why ballet so often 
falls back on the same old stories, 
something Wheeldon is no longer 
interested in. “I don’t think we should 
be afraid of tackling complex stories 
and not feeling like the audience has 
to understand every second; one of 
the beauties of dance is that we get to 
escape into this poetic abstraction.” 

It is a viewpoint sometimes missed 
by those, suchas Wheeldon, who 
have been immersed in ballet since 
childhood. Bornin Yeovil, Somerset, 
he started ballet at eight and was 
accepted into the Royal Ballet School 
at 11, based at White Lodge in Richmond 
Park, west London. He began 
choreographing straight away. “I was 
pretty bossy and I liked to organise,” 
he says, “so it just seemed natural. 
When the annual choreography 
competition happened, I was like: ‘Yep, 
I’m going to enter that and I’m going to 
winit.’” His first-year entry was chosen 
to be performed for Princess Margaret. 


“IT was like: ‘Wow, somebody thinks 
my little piece is good!’” 

The intense competition at White 
Lodge could be hard. “If you didn’t 
get selected for something, like The 
Nutcracker, your name just didn’t go up 
on the board. Nobody took you aside 
to talk to you. It’s very different now,” 
he says. Back then there wasn’t a lot 
of talking about feelings in general. 
“Those are really formative years, 
you’re maturing, and, whereas I feel 
kids now are encouraged to be free 
about who they are, these were not 
times when we shared or spoke about 
any sexual feelings. I think most of the 
boys in our year were gay and we were 
all so closeted, we were all terrified 
our parents were going to disown us. 
I went to New York to find myself. I 
wasn’t able to fully express myself as 
a gay man until I moved away.” 

Wheeldon is now happily married, 
to yoga instructor Ross Rayburn. The 
way we talk about many things has 
changed since the 90s, and there isa 
gradual openness in the ballet world to 
conversations about diversity, body 
shape, gender and power dynamics. 


Corps values 
(Left) The cast 

of Like Water for 
Chocolate; (below) 
Wheeldon directs 
Hayward and Ball 
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“We're reassessing what’s considered 
excellent on stage,” says Wheeldon. 
“It’s going to take a while. It’s going to 
be clunky and uncomfortable and 
awkward, but as long as we’re having 
the conversations and progress is 
being made I’m encouraged.” 

At White Lodge, students were 
allowed to put one poster up on their 
bedroom wall, and, while others had 
pictures of ballet stars, Wheeldon hada 
poster of Michael Jackson’s Bad (“I was 
obsessed with that album”). It’s another 
memory that resonated down the years 
when Wheeldon was asked to direct and 
choreograph MJ the Musical, recreating 
the preparations for Jackson’s 1992-93 
Dangerous World Tour. A white, 
British-ballet-trained choreographer, 
with no expertise in hip-hop or funk 
dance styles, Wheeldon was not the 
obvious choice. But the show’s Pulitzer 
prize-winning writer Lynn Nottage 
had seen An American in Paris, and 
wanted a dance-maker at the helm. 

Inevitably, he had reservations 
about taking it on, because of the 
complexities of Jackson’s legacy. 
“Everyone has their own opinion,” 


‘We still haven't put 
two scenes together’ 
Sambé and Hayward 
in rehearsal 


‘Everything crashes 
together and then 
it’s opening night 

- that’s kind of 

the excitement’ 


he says. “Some people think it’s not 
appropriate; some people separate the 
art from the artist. We’re asking, in 
part, how do we have this conversation 
about this great body of work that’s 
going nowhere? We focus on the 
creative process. Despite the fact 
he’s so polarising, his music connects. 
I don’t regret having done it at all.” 
The pressure of creating a Broadway 
musical is different from making a 
ballet, “because you’re expected to 
make people money”, says Wheeldon. 
But as aresult they have much more 
development time to get things right: 
numerous workshops before getting 
into rehearsals, six weeks of previews 
before press come in. “I still haven’t put 
two scenes together in Like Water for 
Chocolate,” he says. When will it come 
together? “The day before! Honestly, 
that’s what happens. Everything 
crashes together and then it’s opening 
night.” It’s a much riskier prospect. 
“But it’s kind of the excitement, too,” 
he says. “You just have to jump in at 
the deep end and get on with it.” 
Like Water for Chocolate is at the Royal 


Opera House, London, Thur to 17 June. 
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Goin 
outé 
Staying 
Mm 

A cultural primer 
for the week ahead, 


whether you're queuing 
up or winding down... 
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Cinema 


Top Gun: Maverick 

Out now 

Tom Cruise. Aviator sunglasses. 
Death-defying stunts. A score from 
Harold Faltermeyer. Is it 1986 again? 
No, but with this new instalment in 
the Top Gun franchise (above), you’ll 
think it is: Pete “Maverick” Mitchell 
is back. New recruits include Manny 
Jacinto, Jon Hamm and Miles Teller. 


Between Two Worlds 

Out now 

Juliette Binoche stars as journalist 
Marianne Winckler, who goes 
undercover to investigate the 
exploitation of cleaning staff, but begins 
to worry, as she gets close to her new 
colleagues, that she herselfis part of 
the problem. The drama is based on 
French journalist Florence Aubenas’s 
bestselling book The Night Cleaner. 


Bob’s Burgers 

Out now 

The beloved Belcher family diner is 
under threat from a sinkhole, which 
has opened up right in front of their 
burger joint. But soon it’s the kids to 
the rescue, in this big-screen outing for 
the hit animated TV sitcom, with voice 
work from series regulars Dan Mintz, 

H Jon Benjamin and Eugene Mirman. 


Lancaster 

Out now 

Spitfires may be the more famous of 
the second world war aeroplanes, but 
their well-documented role in the 
Battle of Britain is just part of the 
picture when it comes to the RAF’s 
campaign to defend the country. In 
this documentary, the heavy-duty 
Lancaster bomber gets its moment 
in the spotlight. Catherine Bray 


Mighty Hoopla 

Brockwell Park, London, Fri & 4 Jun 
South London’s poptastic two-day 
festival returns, with Friday headlined 
by ludicrous hitmakers Steps. 
Saturday features Sugababes 
(Mutya, Keisha, Siobhan era), while 
across the glitter-strewn two days 
there’s a smorgasbord of 90s and 00s 
greats including Jamelia, Natalie 
Imbruglia and Eve. Michael Cragg 


Donny McCaslin 

Ronnie Scott’s, London, 

5.30pm & 8.30pm, Sat 

After he played on David Bowie’s 
Blackstar, the powerful saxophonist 
adopted a Bowie-influenced vision, 
splicing alt-rock, post-bop, punk, 
hip-hop and more. Joined by Jason 
Lindner (keys), Tim Lefebvre (bass) 
and Nate Wood (drums), McCaslin takes 
those visions further. John Fordham 


Iannis Xenakis 100: Music & Maths 
CBSO Centre, Birmingham, Sun 
Although Xenakis was one of the 
major figures in European music after 
1945, the centenary of his birth has 
hardly been noticed in the UK. The 
three programmes here explore the 
main preoccupations of his work, with 
graphic and mathematical models, 
and the possibilities of electro- 
acoustic music. Andrew Clements 


Conan Gray 
Tour starts Glasgow, Thur to 9 Jun 
Ahead of his second album of glorious 
synthpop, Superache, 23-year-old Gray 
(below) stops off in the UK. While 
recent single Telepath - produced by 
Max Martin protege Ilya - takes 
emotional turmoil on to the dancefloor, 
last month’s ballad Memories should 
get the phone torches glowing. MC 


Picasso Ingres 

National Gallery, London, Frito 9 Oct 
A head-on confrontation between the 
greatest artist of the 20th century and 
Ingres, who painted precise classical 
portraits. Picasso could draw in 

the same clear, lucid lines (above) 

and assimilated Ingres in the years 
immediately after the first world war 
when he abandoned cubism. But with 
Picasso there’s always a twist. 


Tracey Emin 

Jupiter Artland, near Edinburgh, 
Sat to 30 Sep 

Scale is poetry in Tracey Emin’s 
sculptures, from baby clothes that 
seem discarded to giant statues 
created by digitally enlarging her 
thumb-marked, rapidly handmade 
maquettes. Here she brings her 
fiercely expressive Rodin-esque 
visions of pain and pathos to the 
pastoral woodland setting of this 
sculpture park outside Edinburgh. 


Tutankhamun: 

Excavating the Archive 

Bodleian Library, Oxford, to 5 Feb 
The discovery of Tutankhamun’s 
tomb by Howard Carter in 1922 was 

a great archaeological discovery that 
also spawned supernatural theories 
and bandaged horror. The legend of 
the “curse” led to the Boris Karloff 
film The Mummy and all its imitators 
since. Here is the true story in photos 
and documents. 


Henry Moore 

Hauser & Wirth Somerset, 

Bruton, Sat to 4 Sep 

The British sculptor’s fascination 
with Stonehenge, revealed. Moore 
was one in a long line of Romantics 
and moderns who have marvelled 

at the ancient monument, from Blake 
and Constable to Jeremy Deller. See 
how Moore’s study of the great sarsen 
circle and its trilithons inspired his 
colossal abstract forms. Jonathan Jones 
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Girl on Altar 

Kiln theatre, 

London, to 25 Jun 

Kiln theatre is on 

a great run, so hopes 

are high for this new 
take on Clytemnestra 
co-produced with Abbey 
theatre. It’s penned by 
Irish playwright Marina 
Carr, whose work 

often has an intriguingly 
eerie undercurrent. 
Miriam Gillinson 


Corrina, Corrina 
Liverpool Everyman, 
to 4 Jun 

The new thriller from 
Chloé Moss produced 
by the high-energy 
Headlong. It’s set on 
acargo ship and deals 
with the superstitions, 
power dynamics and 
sense of lawlessness 
out at sea. MG 


AIM 

Sadler’s Wells, 

London, Tue & Wed 
Very much the man of 
the moment after his 
recent premiere for 

the Royal Ballet, Kyle 
Abraham brings his own 
company AIM to London 
in Requiem: Fire in 

the Air of the Earth, 
exploring death and 
reincarnation against 

a backdrop of Mozart 
and electronic artist 
Jlin. Lyndsey Winship 


Conner O’Malley 

Moth Club, 

London, Thur 

You may recognise 
O’Malley from Tim 
Robinson’s gloriously 
weird sketch show, 

I Think You Should 
Leave, but as the maker 
of madcap online videos 
sending up masculinity 
and internet culture, he’s 
an esteemed comedic 
force in his own right. 
Rachel Aroesti 
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Streaming 


The Midwich Cuckoos 

Fri, Sky Max & Now 

Spooky-child sci-fi isn’t for everyone, 
but this Keeley Hawes-led version of 
John Wyndham’s 1957 novel (above) is 
acompelling, thematically complex 
take on the genre. After a sleepy 
commuter town experiences a 
mysterious event, all the women find 
themselves pregnant: the resulting 
children aren’t quite human - and 
they are certainly no pushovers. 


Physical 

Fri, Apple TV+ 

Season two of this quirky period 
dramedy about an unhappy San Diego 
housewife (Rose Byrne) who 
transforms into a Jane Fonda-style 
aerobics sensation sees Murray 
Bartlett join the cast as a rival 

fitness guru; a perfect showcase for 
The White Lotus star’s manic energy. 


Borgen: Power & Glory 

Thur, Netflix 

Making a climate crisis drama that’s 
both affecting and entertaining is 
no mean feat, but this spin-off of 
the acclaimed Danish political 
series might just pull it off. When oil 
is discovered in the Arctic, Birgitte 
Nyborg, now foreign minister, is 
faced with a vicious international 
power struggle. 


Two Daughters 

9pm, Sun, BBC2/iPlayer 

The murder of sisters Bibaa Henry and 
Nicole Smallman was shocking in 
itself; the behaviour of certain police 
officers afterwards made it an 
extraordinarily horrific event. Two 
years on, Stacey Dooley explores this 
unthinkably traumatic experience. RA 
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Games 


Silt 

Out Wed, PC, PS4/5, 
XBox One/Series X/S, 
Nintendo Switch 

Not one for those 

who fear the deep, Silt 
(above) is a black-and- 
white game about 
exploring a creepy, 
ink-black underwater 
abyss. Possess sea 
creatures, and try not 
to get eaten by them. 


Diablo Immortal 

Out Thur, 

PC & smartphones 
Slice up demons, 
collect loot, do it all 
again: Diablo has been 
casting its spell for 
decades and this 
smartphone version is 
worryingly compelling. 
Keza MacDonald 


Tate McRae - I Used to Think 

1Could Fly 

Out now 

Famous in her native Canada since she 
was 13, the 18-year-old McRae (above) 
went global in 2020 with the Billie 
Eilish-adjacent You Broke Me First. 

On this debut album she also channels 
Olivia Rodrigo’s neon-hued emo spirit, 
dissecting jealousy on the pop-punk 
singalong She’s All I Wanna Be, and 
inner turmoil on ballad Chaotic. 


Liam Gallagher - C’mon You Know 
Out now 

Manchester’s favourite son swaggers 
back into the limelight with this third 
solo album of slick pub rock. Like 

its predecessors, C’mon You Know 

is fashioned by a coterie of pop 
songwriters, from Greg Kurstin to 
Tove Lo. As ever, Gallagher’s voice 
transforms the trite (ie Better Days’ 
“wasteland of your mind” imagery) 
into something close to revelatory. 


Wilco - Cruel Country 

Out now 

After years of sidestepping accusations 
they were a country band, on their 
12th album Wilco fully embrace the 
genre. Consisting of live takes recorded 
at their Chicago studio, The Loft, 

it’s an elegantly worn double album 
featuring lovely recent single, I’m 
Tired of Taking It Out on You. 


Seventeen - Face the Sun 

Out now 

Boyband Seventeen (below) - 
confusingly, there are 13 members - 
seem most likely to join K-pop rivals 
BTS as international superstars, with 
their last two EPs both crashing into 
the US Top 20. This fourth album 
should help that journey, with sugary 
synthpop lead single Darl+ing their 
first English-language release. MC 


Brain food 


Elizabeth: 

A Portrait in Parts 
Thur, Amazon 

Prime Video 

The final film 

(above) of Notting Hill 
director Roger Michell, 
who died last year, 
arrives in time for the 
diamond jubilee. It is 
broadly uncritical of the 
monarch, but Michell’s 
free-form editing 
paints an enticingly 
impressionistic portrait 
of the role and its 
absurdities through 
the decades. 


Ta-da! It’s Windows 
Podcast 

From Netflix’s 
“tudum” to the Mac 
synth, startup sounds 
area strange facet of 
our digital lives. This 
Twenty Thousand Hertz 
two-part special delves 
into the intriguing 
history of Windows 
themes, from Brian 
Eno to the orchestra. 


Life in the 1800s 
YouTube 

Seeing is believing: 
this YouTube channel 
features colourised 
interviews with people 
who lived through the 
latter half of the 19th 
century, providing 
illuminating first-hand 
insights into everything 
from the wild west to 
the history of slavery. 
Ammar Kalia 
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History 
repeating 


Putin's looting of 
Ukrainian art isa 
deliberate attempt to 
undermine the country. 
But in the face of 

the onslaught, defiant 
artists are fighting back 


Words: Charlotte Mullins 


s Russia’s invasion 

of Ukraine began, 

the director of the 
Museum of Local 
History in Melitopol in 
the south-east of the 
country, Leila Ibrahimova, arranged 
for a hoard of gold artefacts from 
ancient Scythia to be hidden. Just a few 
weeks later, she was kidnapped and 
interrogated by Russian troops. They 
demanded to know where the Scythian 
gold was; she refused to cooperate. 
Subsequently the museum’s curator 
Galina Andriivna Kucher was taken 

at gunpoint to the museum and asked 
to show a Russian “expert” and agents 
where the gold was. She also refused 
and was later abducted from her 

home on 30 April. Her whereabouts 
remains unknown. 

According to the New York Times, 
Russian troops eventually found the 
hoard, which dates back to the fourth 
century BC, boxed up inthe museum’s 
basement. The items were taken to 
Donetsk, in the Russian-controlled 
Donbas region, for “safety”, with the 
museum’s new puppet director, 
Evgeny Gorlachev, stating that the 
artefacts were not just for Ukrainians 
but “of great cultural value for the 
entire former Soviet Union”. His 
carefully chosen words were designed 
to erase the collection’s Ukrainian 
heritage and replace it with a Soviet 
one, one that suggested Ukraine was 
back within Russia’s sphere of control. 

To date, Russian forces have caused 
the destruction or severe damage of 
250 institutions in Ukraine. Twenty- 
five paintings by Ukrainian folk artist 
Maria Prymachenko were incinerated 
after the Museum of Local History in 
Ivankiv was hit by a missile. The Arkhip 
Kuindzhi museum in the besieged city 
of Mariupol was badly damaged by an 


airstrike that left paintings hanging 
on walls amid piles of rubble. The 
Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab, 
run by the Virginia Museum of Natural 
History in association with the 
Smithsonian, has logged more than 
110 memorials destroyed by Russian 
weapons. But as well as destroying 
museums and galleries, Russian 
troops are accused of having stolen 

an estimated 2,000 artworks. In 
addition to the theft of the Scythian 
gold in Melitopol, in Mariupola 
handwritten Torah scrollanda 
valuable gospel printed in Venice 

in 1811 have been taken. 

Autocratic leaders seizing art as 
ameans to rewrite a nation’s cultural 
history and advance their interests is 
nothing new: in 1937, Hitler confiscated 
17,000 works of art from more than 
100 German museums in less than 
amonth. Some were shown in his 
Degenerate Art exhibition but many 
were destroyed or “lost”. Napoleon 
had cartloads of masterpieces shipped 
to Paris from all over Europe: the 
classical sculptures Apollo Belvedere 
and Laoco6on from Italy; Rubens’s 
The Descent from the Cross from 


Belgium. But these latest thefts are 
in keeping with Putin’s attempts to 
erase Ukraine’s independent history 
and promote his model of anew 
Russian empire. 

It is clear that Putin sees the 
Scythian gold as particularly central 
to Ukraine’s cultural identity. It is not 
the first time he has tried to claim it for 
Russia. In 2014, examples of Scythian 
gold were on loan to the Allard Pierson 
museum in Amsterdam. Four of the 
Ukrainian museums that had issued 
the loans were in Crimea. As Putin 
invaded and annexed Crimea, he 
pressed the Netherlands to send the 
gold back. A protracted legal battle 
ensued and only in October 2021 did 
a judge finally rule that the works 
categorically belonged to the State 
Museum Fund of Ukraine and not 
the Russian-controlled Crimean 
museums (the works remain in the 
Dutch museum’s stores). 

When the paintings that were 
forcibly removed from Mariupol are 
also considered, a clear pattern 
emerges. These works have been 
chosen to undermine Ukraine’s 
national identity. Paintings by western 


Spoils of war (From top) A fourth- 
century BC gold breastplate looted 
by Russian agents; the bombed-out 
Museum of Local Lore in Mariupol 


European artists have not been 
targeted, for example. Instead it is the 
work of Ukrainian-Russian artists that 
has been stolen. Take 19th-century 
maritime painter Ivan Aivazovsky. 
Born in Feodosiya, a Crimean port, 
he was a leading Romantic artist who 
painted heavy seas, golden sunsets 
and storm-tossed ships. The slightly 
younger Arkhip Kuindzhi, another 
whose works were taken, was born 
in Mariupol. His paintings are the 
calm before Aivazovsky’s storm: 
landscapes of harmonious tranquillity. 
Both painters worked in regions that 
are now in modern-day Ukraine and 
Russia, and both countries claim the 
artists as their own. Russia’s line of 
thinking seems to be that if it seizes 
such paintings by Ukrainian-Russian 
artists then the contested territory 
they once called home will follow. 

There is hope, however. The 
resilience Ukraine is showing in 
the war is mirrored by the country’s 
response to this parallel attack on 
its culture. At the Venice Biennale, 
the exhibition This Is Ukraine was 
crowded with artists, with President 
Zelenskiy’s handwritten slogan 
“We are defending our freedom” 
adorning the side of the building. 
One of the artists involved, Nikita 
Kadan, created a work from war- 
damaged metal shards collected 
from Donbas during the war of 2014 
and the current onslaught. He uses 
his Instagram account to record 
damage to Ukrainian museums but 
also to show how the country is 
protecting its cultural assets, posting 
photographs of monuments across 
the country, wrapped in blankets 
and tape or surrounded by hundreds 
of sandbags. All Ukrainians are 
aware that their heritage is under 
direct attack. 

The star piece in the Scythian 
gold collection from Melitopol is 
a pectoral, or breastplate. It isan 
ornate crescent of twisted gold with 
three intricate friezes. Cattle and 
horses, central to the life of the 
Scythians, are tended by menin 
the first tier, while a decorative panel 
of flowers and tendrils occupies the 
middle. The bottom panel, however, 
is brutal. Six winged griffins attack 
three horses, a personification of 
evil spirits striking with no mercy. 
Despite being outnumbered, the 
horses struggle on, trying to stay 
on their feet. Today the breastplate’s 
message seems uncannily resonant 
as Ukraine witnesses the theft of its 
masterpieces by a neighbour who 
already has blood on his hands. 
Charlotte Mullins is the author of 
A Little History of Art (Yale, £16.99). 
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Confessions 
of a teenage 
orunge queen 


At 17, Avril Lavigne moved out of her parents’ 
home and on toa ‘tour bus with no rules’ as her 
debut album wowed the world. Now, as Let Go 
hits its 20th anniversary, its pop-punk anthems 
are finding new life thanks to TikTok 


Words: Sarah Manavis 
Portrait: Joe Termini 


or a generation of 

girls who spent years 
exclusively wearing 
butterfly clips, bright 
blue eyeshadow and 

pale pink everything, 

the release of the “pop-punk princess” 
Avril Lavigne’s debut album, Let Go, 
on 4 June 2002 was not merely anew 
sound, it was enlightenment. 

In an era when bubblegum pop 
and “sexy baby” personas reigned, 
the 17-year-old Lavigne emerged as 
its antithesis. Rarely seen without 
a baggy pair of jeans, heavy kohl 
eyeliner and a loose tie round her neck, 
she co-wrote her own songs, with 
lyrics about skateboarding and getting 
fired from a chicken shop. Her first two 
singles, Complicated and Sk8er Boi, 
both spent half of the year on the 
Billboard Hot 100 and Let Go remains 
one of the 20 bestselling albums of 
the 21st century. 

Lavigne’s snarky attitude, grungy 
look and alternative-inspired sound 
was a potent combination that 
elevated Let Go above the rest of the 
pop pack. Almost overnight, girls all 
over the world began to swap choker 
necklaces for men’s neckwear, body 
glitter for leather bracelets, and denim 
for cargo pants. Her videos, featuring 
Lavigne trashing malls and skating 
with groups of boys, were watched 
obsessively. Let Go unleashed an army 
of seven to 15-year-olds brimming 
with ennui, desperate to remake 
themselves in Lavigne’s image. 

“I was getting out of high school 
and Ijust wanted to rock out,” says 
Lavigne today, speaking from her 
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home in Malibu ahead of the album’s 
20th anniversary. “I want loud guitars, 
I want live drums ... I want to write 
about the crazy stuff, the insane 
emotions, the good and the bad.” 
Allof this, Lavigne says, was a 
genuine reflection of her teenage 
experience. Born in Ontario, Canada, 
in 1984, she spent most of her 
childhood in Napanee, a small town 
with a population of roughly 5,000, 
where she wrote poems, learned to 
play guitar and hung around with 
the grungy kids. She initially madea 
name inthe country music world, an 
influence that can be heard in some of 
the twangy cadences and narrative 
storytelling on Let Go. She even 
performed on stage with Shania Twain 
after winning a radio contest in her 
early teens, before signing to Arista 
Records and moving to California at 16. 
Even at the time, Lavigne felt 
acutely aware of her innocence within 
the music industry. “I didn’t even 
know what Hollywood was or what 
record deals were,” she says. The 
process of finding co-writers and 
producers who matched her artistic 
style involved an endless string of 
uncomfortable meetings in corporate 
boardrooms; her age coupled with her 
lack of understanding of the mechanics 
of production led to a struggle to get 
her sound across. “They didn’t care 
what [had to say; they had their own 
style and didn’t bother to look at me 
and try to let me lead,” she says. 
However, Lavigne’s instincts were 
strong: “I was very clear on what I 
wanted to do and what I didn’t want 
to do. [wanted to be angsty and to 


sound more like a band; I didn’t want 
to be all bubblegum pop. I wanted to 
turn my emotions into lyrics. I was 
honestly just very, very pure.” 

She eventually settled on a music 
writing and production trio known 
as the Matrix, consisting of Lauren 
Christy, Graham Edwards and Scott 
Spock. The moment things began to 
click for the group was when they 
wrote their first track together, the 
song that become Lavigne’s breakout 
hit, Complicated. “I didn’t know 
what hits were, but my body and my 
intuition knew that this was a hit 
song,” she says. “I was like: ‘This is 
fucking cool, this sounds cool to me. 

Over the next year, Lavigne and 
the Matrix would meet in studios and 
hotel rooms across southern California 
to build the 13-track album. The 
themes were heavily influenced by 
Lavigne’s life, which at the time, she 
says, mostly involved wearing “fat 
skate shoes” and finding skateboarders 
hot. But while many of her songs were 
fun and frivolous, such as Sk8er Boi, 
or light and melodic, like Mobile and 
Anything But Ordinary, darker 
emotions cut through elsewhere 
on Losing Grip and the album’s 
only ballad, I’m With You, which 
Lavigne says is still a highlight of 
her live performances. 

The combination of these different 
themes and attitudes made for an 
album that could be played repeatedly 
without becoming repetitive. “I wrote 
this album right when I got out of high 
school and now! get to hear these 
lyrics of me talking about my small 
town and my obsession with skater 
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boys,” she says. “Even things like in 
My World, I literally talk about the fact 
that I got fired by a ‘fried chicken ass’ 

I worked for at a fried chicken chain. 
It’s hilarious. Ilook back at those 
lyrics, and I’m like: ‘I can’t believe 
Isaid thatin asong.’” 

Lavigne’s self-assurance obscured 
just how young she was when she rose 
to fame - and that she did so during 
atime when young celebrities were 
facing extreme sexualisation and 
horrifying invasions of privacy. 
However, Lavigne stood apart from 
other female pop stars at the time 
through her “tomboy” look and active 
criticism of her contemporaries. (In 
one interview, she mocked Britney 
Spears for “dressing like a showgirl”.) 

Looking back at her treatment in 
the early 00s, does she wish it had 
been different? Unusually, Lavigne 
feels gratitude for being a teenager 
when Let Go debuted. “I remember 
being at home and being 14 and 
thinking like: ‘I need to hurry up 
and get this music thing going!” 


About a girl 

(From far left) 

Avril Lavigne today; 

performing in 2004; 
and the artwork for 

her debut Let Go 


She laughs: “I was like: ‘I want to be 
doing this while I’m YOUNG?’ 

“I moved out of my parents’ house 
and directly into a tour bus, not having 
any rules,” she adds. “I was like: ‘Ican 
drink beer now and eat pizza every 
day’ and I just got to hang out with 
my band and travel the world. It was 
crazy, but it was pretty special.” 

Let Go’s 20th anniversary comes 
alongside a reappraisal of Y2K culture 
by a generation too young to remember 
it. Several of its tracks have gone viral 
on TikTok, and Lavigne has been cited 
as an influence by gen Z artists such as 
Billie Eilish and Olivia Rodrigo. 

Lavigne finds the whole experience 
surreal. “All these people around me 
are like: ‘Oh my God, I’m a huge fan, 

I listened to you growing up, you 
inspired me!’ It’s really trippy.” 

Her future plans include working 
with two other superstars: Blink-182’s 
Travis Barker, whose label, DTA 
Records, put out Lavigne’s recent 
album, Love Sux, and Machine Gun 
Kelly, who features on the album and 
with whom Lavigne will be going on 
tour. She has also recently founda 
director to lead a film adaptation of 
Sk8er Boi. “I can’t wait to learn this 
process of making a movie,” she says. 
“T think I’1] want to make more.” 

Twenty years on, Lavigne believes 
the appeal of Let Go has endured 
because once people connect to her 
music “they stay connected”. 

“T’ve always had this thing where 
I’m like: just be as sincere as possible,” 
she says. “The songs are real and 
they’re emotional. That works for me.” 
Let Go will be rereleased this summer. 
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here have been many wake-up calls 

for responsible investing — from the 

business risks of the climate crisis to 

the human and reputational damage 
wrought by poor labour practices. 

One lesser-appreciated wake-up call was 
the 2008 financial crisis. The market carnage 
was in large part due to a failure of corporate 
governance within the banking industry. As 
such, it opened investors’ eyes to the merits 
of judging companies against so-called 
ESG criteria, which measure a business’s 
performance on environmental, social and 
governance issues. The “G” bit of the acronym 
highlighted the dangers of being overexposed 
to high-risk finance. 

Within the finance industry, the ability of 
ESG investments to hedge against certain risks 
was fairly well-known even back then, explains 
Mike Fox, head of UK sustainable investments 
at Royal London. But being well-known did 
not make it conventional wisdom. A lot of 
people then still viewed ESG investments as 
being primarily tied up in green activism. Fox 
notes that it was difficult to shake people’s 
preconceptions. “The way you often get 
progression is when the next generation 
comes along — because they are not impaired 
by the thinking of the previous.” 

But generational change is not the only 
reason people’s perceptions about ESG 
investing have shifted. Many of the climate 
problems that seemed quite far away only 10 
years ago are happening today. In a sense, 


the long term is effectively now. “If you look 
at climate change, insurance premiums for 
some types of property have gone through 
the roof in the last few years, just because 

of the effects of flooding,” says Fox. “You are 
beginning to see real-world climate change.” 

He says that some effects of the climate 
crisis, such as the recent droughts and 
wildfires in California, are not necessarily 
new, but they are now front-page news. 

In numerous ways, people are finally 
appreciating the risks of being exposed to, or 
dependent upon, fossil fuels. 

And even when it comes to the more distant 
threats, businesses that put climate risk at 
the forefront of their strategy and decisions 
are effectively taking a longer-term view of 
their market than businesses that don’t. This 
arguably sets their managers apart from 
those who prioritise short-term profits and 
earnings targets. That longer-term perspective 
in itself can make for an attractive investment 
— particularly for long-term investors, such as 
pension holders. 

Moreover, people’s changing perceptions and 
their realisation that sustainability is the key to 
a liveable future can have a material impact on 
a company — whether through higher demand 
for its products or its shares, or stronger 
goodwill for its brand. “If you’re a consumer 
company, the biggest single group of customers 
is now millennials and if you're targeting them, 
having positive, sustainable characteristics is 
good for business,” says Fox. Indeed, according 


Why investors 
see the long- 
term attraction 
of sustainable 
businesses 


Companies that prioritise environmental, 
social and governance issues, rather than 
Short-term profits, point the way to amore 
secure future - and that can be very appealing 
to pension holders, writes Rnymer Rigby 


to the Co-op’s 2020 Ethical Consumerism 
report, between 2010 and 2019, ethical 
consumer spending in the UK rose from 
£46bn to £98bn. 

A company’s long-term sustainable or 
ethical perspective can also have a present- 
day impact on its employees. Increasingly, 
people want to work for businesses whose 
values reflect their own - whether it be 
on environmental issues, treating their 
workforce well or social outreach. A 2017 
survey by Deloitte found that millennials 
were more likely to be loyal and stay more 
than five years (34% v 24%) at a company 
that provided charitable opportunities than 
one that didn’t. 

In addition, there are issues around 
future regulation and legislation — 
companies that take ESG factors into 
account will likely be better placed to deal 
with new laws, as and when they come 
into force. By contrast, those that fail to 
take adequate steps on ESG issues will 
not only be more susceptible to regulatory 
risks, they might also have to pay more for 
insurance, and their access to capital could 
be costlier. Likewise, they may even find 
that other companies’ ESG policies prevent 
them from doing business with them. 

“There’s a complex set of pushes and 
pulls behind anything like this,” says Julia 
Fawsley Grant of ESGmark, an organisation 
that promotes and recognises ESG in 
business. “This has been building for a long 


time. More and more companies are realising 
that if they don’t have a robust ESG policy, 
people will stop investing in them and will 
stop buying from them.” 

This is not to say that companies that 
currently score poorly on ESG metrics have 
no future — just that they will need to become 
more sustainable in order to continue to be 
successful. “If you look at companies such 
as Shell and BP, if they’re clever about it, 
they can move into biofuels, and hydrogen 
and renewables,” says Fawsley Grant. The oil 
companies, she adds, may also play a big role 
in the future of carbon capture and burial 
technology -— in effect, cleaning the mess they 
helped to make. 

Fox says that, ultimately, sustainable 
business is just good business. “We 
already have large wealth management 
clients for whom the default approach is a 
sustainable approach. It’s not because they’re 
following some environmental mantra - it’s 
because they think they’re going to geta 
better return.” 


Find out more about the issues to consider 
when it comes to responsible investing, 
at theguardian.com/the-invested-generation 
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of customers is now 
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characteristics is 
good for business’ 


es | See theguardian.com/paid-for-content for GNM's commercial content guidelines qidaian Labs 


KiLIMANJARO PRESENTS 


MARILLION STEVE HACKETT 
rears GENESIS REVISITED 


BLACKBURN KING GEORGE'S HALL 
MON 19 GLASGOW ROYAL, CONCERT HALL 
WED 21 YORK BARBICAN 
THU 22 SOUTHAMPTON. 0, GUILDHALL 
SAT 24 AYLESBURY. FRIARS.WATERSIDE 
SUN 25 STOKE VICTORIA HALL 
TUE 27 SHEFFIELD CITY HALL 
WED 28 BRIGHTON DOME 
FRI 30 LONDON EVENTIM APOLLO HAMMERSMITH 


MYTICKET:CO.UK | MARILLION.COM 


ry 


FOXTROT at FIFTY 
+ HACKETT HIGHLIGHTS 


SEPTEMBER 2022 27 GRIMSBY AUDITORIUM 
09 SWANSEA ARENA 28 NORTHAMPTON ROYAL & DERNGATE 


KILIMANJARO & FRIENDS BY ARRANGEMENT 10 CARDIFF ST DAVID’S HALL 30 SHEFFIELD CITY HALL 


11 CAMBRIDGE CORN EXCHANGE 
WITH PRIMARY TALENT INTERNATIONAL PRESENTS 1A STS GOP La Raa 


14 TORQUAY PRINCESS THEATRE 01 MANCHESTER O, APOLLO 

16 PORTSMOUTH GUILDHALL 03 SOUTHEND CLIFFS PAVILION 

17 BEXHILL DE LA WARR PAVILION 04 IPSWICH REGENT THEATRE 

18 BIRMINGHAM SYMPHONY HALL 05 BATH FORUM 

20 HULL CITY HALL 07 LEICESTER DE MONTFORT HALL 

22 GATESHEAD SAGE 08 LIVERPOOL PHILHARMONIC 

23 GLASGOW ROYAL CONCERT HALL 09 BRIGHTON CENTRE 

24 YORK BARBICAN I 1 BOURNEMOUTH PAVILION 

26 BUXTON OPERA HOUSE 12 LONDON EVENTIM APOLLO HAMMERSMITH 


MYTICKET.CO.UK HACKETTSONGS.COM 
A KILIMANJARO PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH SOLO 


SIMPLY RED 


WHITLEY BAY \ SUMMER ’22 


CAMBRIDGE 
LONDON 
BIRMINGHAM 


KILIMANJARO AND HARVEY GOLDSMITH PRESENT 


a a 


EH, /~ | a ; 


| 


1 —— @LUS SPECIAL GUESTS 
GABRIELLE" | 
BRAND NEW HEAVIES ° 


JUNE 2022 SAT 23 DUNDEE SLESSOR GARDENS 
i SAT 11 PETERBOROUGH PETERBOROUGH EMBANKMENT® THU 28 BEDFORDSHIRE BEDFORD PARK 
TEMBER 2022 WED 15 OXFORDSHIRE NOCTURNE AT BLENHEIM PALACE’ su cust 2077 
§ LIVERPOOL M&S BANK ARENA ikewwoa DUBLIN 3 ARENA FRI 17 KENT HOP FARM 04 ESHER SANDOWN PARK RACECOURSE 
GLASGOW OVO HYDRO \sipovs DUBLIN 3 ARENA SAT 18 LONDON LIVE AT CHELSEA ROYAL HOSPITAL 06. COLCHESTER CASTLE PARK" 
22 BELFAST THE SSE ARENA RI 30 LONDON THE 02 FRI 24 WILTSHIRE LIVE AT LONGLEAT 07 HERTFORDSHIRE HATFIELD PARK 
24 BIRMINGHAM UTILITA ARENA 3ER 2022 SAT 25 NORWICH EARLHAM PARK 09 EDINBURGH PRINCES STREET GARDENS 


s SHEFFIELD UTILITA ARENA sr 01 LONDON THE 02 JULY 2022 12 MARGATE DREAMLAND® 
FRI O1 LINCOLNSHIRE SHOWGROUND 13. DARLINGTON ARENA® 


WED 06 LANCASHIRE LYTHAM FESTIVAL 14 COLWYN BAY STADIUM EIRIAS 
MYTICKET.CO.UK | ANDREABOCELLI.COM SUN 10 PLYMOUTH CENTRAL PARK® 28 TAUNTON VIVARY PARK 
VIP & HOTEL PACKAGES AVAILABLE FROM MYTICKET.CO.UK/VIP FRI 22 SCARBOROUGH OPEN AIR THEATRE 


SIMPLYRED.COM | MYTICKET.CO.UK 


ESSAYS, FICTION and NONFICTION REVIEWS 


Studies show men avoid female authors. Ahead of the Women’s prize for fiction, chair of 
judges MaryAnn Sieghart finds out why - and we ask male authors to redress the balance 


CULTURE BOOKS 


HE FILM-MAKER Richard 
Curtis realised during the first 
lockdown that he would at last 
have time to immerse himself 
in books. More specifically 
books by women, “to 
compensate for 63 years of male 
bias”, he explains. “It’s beenan 
amazing two years: the glory of 
Anne Tyler, Ann Patchett, Ali Smith, Zadie Smith, 
Daphne du Maurier, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and 
so many others.” 

Now, 32 books later, he has become positively 
evangelical. When a male friend had a birthday 
recently, Curtis gave him fournovels by female writers. 
“I have given away more copies of Olive Kitteridge 
[by Elizabeth Strout] than you can imagine,” he says. 
“I spend my whole time romping through bookshops 
saying: ‘Why haven’t you got more Anne Tyler novels 
on your shelves?’ ’ve hada genuine epiphany interms 
of the novels that I read.” 

Yet there are still many men who, like Curtis 
until recently, barely read books by women. On 
average, women will read roughly 50:50 books 
written by men and by women; for men, the ratio is 
80:20. Why should that be? “I think subject matter 
has alot to do withit,” the novelist Ian McEwan says. 
Men are said to be more interested in violence than 
relationships: they often prefer war or crime novels 
to ones about couples or families, or sothe stereotype 
goes. “But of course there are loads of men writing 
about relationships and parents and despair and 
suicide, and all the ways in which love can go wrong. 
That’s been the engine of English literature for three 
anda half centuries.” 

The broadcaster Andrew Marr points out that men 
have traditionally not been encouraged to talk about 
their emotional life. “And if you don’t talk about it 
very much, you're less likely to read about it. So the 
bounce off into fantasy versions of the working life 
[such as stories about soldiers and spies] is more 
attractive, because you jump away from an area that 
you find hard totalk about, and you’re not quite sure 
of the words.” 

Yet this is precisely why the novelist Howard 
Jacobson turns to fiction by women. “I like the fact 
that they write about love a lot,” he says. “Because I 
write about love a lot. And I think it is the most 
interesting subject. It’s more interesting than guns. 
It’s more interesting than policemen. It’s more 
interesting than adventures. Itis the stuff of our life.” 

Though, of course, it is wrong to pigeonhole 
women’s novels as purely about relationships. Often 
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they are unfairly cast that way, even when they’re 
not. Kamila Shamsie won the 2018 Women’s prize for 
fiction for her novel Home Fire. A retelling of Antigone 
in the context of the war on terror, it covers deep 
contemporary themes with an overlay of complex 
relationships between three Anglo-Pakistani siblings 
and the son of the home secretary. But, she says: 
“When my books get talked about, people go much 
more to the familial and the romantic elements of 
them. And, actually, the male writers are writing as 
much about romance and family, maybe more, but 
they get talked about in terms of the larger political 
stories they are telling.” 

Aswellas genre, there is the question of howwe train 
young boys toread. Jacobson grew up on Jane Austen, 
George Eliot andthe Brontés: “That was my world. Jane 
Eyre was the novel I most loved. I was Jane Eyre.” But 
these days, perhaps because educationists are worried 
about boys reading less than girls, the curriculum is 
massively skewed the other way. Recent research by 
End Sexism in Schools found that, in the key stage 3 
English curriculum, 77% of schools teach only one or 
no whole texts by female writers out of nine, 82% of 
novels havea male protagonist and 99% of plays areby 
men. If we don’t inculcate the habit of reading widely 
at that age, it’s going to be harder for men to learn it 
when they are older. 

And then, what joys they will miss! Curtis has been 
blown away by the novels he has read in the past two 
years. “I have become obsessed by the texture of the 
writing and the observation, and I have started to 
reunderstand novels as a conversation with an 
absolutely delicious mind.” 

Jacobson feels the same way. “I like the pitch of 
women’s morality. Austen is wonderfully unforgiving. 
I love that. She has a terrific sarcasm. It gives me 
pleasure. I like [Austen’s and Eliot’s] ironies. I like 
their social cruelties. I like the degree to which 
they observe.” 

McEwan evokes an image from Saul Bellow’s The 
Dean’s December, in which the male protagonist 
is lying in bed, listening to dogs barking all over 
the city. “He begins to hallucinate that what they’re 
shouting through the night is: ‘Open the universe a 
little wider!’ And I think that any time any of us read 
a novel that we like, the universe is a little wider. For 
thatreason, men must open their universe just a crack 
wider by reading widely. It doesn’t make sense to 
confine it.” 


Mary Ann Sieghart’s The Authority Gap: Why Women 
Are Still Taken Less Seriously Than Men, and What We 
Can Do About Itis published by Black Swan. 
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ELIZABETH STROUT Che kiltridse 


Male authors 
on their favourite book 
bya woman 


Howard Jacobson 

Middlemarch by George Eliot 

Not every page of Middlemarch is a masterpiece of 
impassioned intelligence, where action is imbued 
with thought, and thought is shaped by feeling; 

but every other page is. Noman or woman can be 
considered educated who hasn’t read it at least twice. 


Tan McEwan 

We Had to Remove This Post 

by Hanna Bervoets 

I would leave aside the unassailable triumfeminate 
of Austen, Eliot and Woolfin favour of our 
contemporary literary culture. In Hanna Bervoets’s 
novel, translated by Emma Rault, the setting alone 

is compelling and has always been in need of an 
accomplished novelist’s attention: desktop workers 
enduring sweatshop conditions to remove vile, cruel 
and deluded posts from a social media site. To witness 
daily, in cascades, the very worst of human nature 
has its effects on a group of young friends. Alcohol 
keeps them barely functional as they begin to 
unravel. The dreamlike climax of the final pages is 
beautifully wrought. Men might usefully confront in 
Bervoets a writerly intelligence at once so tender and 
so willing to look into the abyss. 


Salman Rushdie 

Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf 

Ireread it this year and it remains astonishing: first, at 
the level of the sentence, because her sentences are 
very beautiful; and second, because of Woolf’s ability 
to enter profoundly into the interior life and thoughts 
of her characters. Why should men read it? Because 
we have interior lives too. 


Richard Curtis 

Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout 

Strout is my absolute favourite, and Olive Kitteridge 
is the masterpiece. Its profound humanity; its 

deeply flawed but wonderful heroine; its remarkable 
structure, separate stories from one life that add up to 
atotal picture; its perfect language page after page. It 
would be crazy to generalise about men’s books and 
women’s books - but I do feel my whole life has been 
hugely enriched and my sense of the world deepened 
by at last flying around in the other half of the sky. 


Stuart Turton 

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
It’s the only perfect book ever written. There isn’t a 
wasted word, and every word is poetry. It’s a magical 
piece of writing that has something to say about every 
important thing in our lives - funny, beautiful, moving 
and playful. Nobody else could have written this. It’s 
my constant companion, and I’m so glad it exists. 


Michael Donkor 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

This novel boldly pushes the scope and possibilities 
of what historical fiction can do. Intimate yet 
expansive, it follows the legacies of slavery and 
colonialism across the generations of one Ghanaian 
family. One of the many extraordinary achievements 
of Gyasi’s enviable debut is the writer’s ability to 
make all the myriad descendants here - enslaved 
mothers, carpenters, academics - equally worthy of 
the reader’s sustained engagement and compassion. 


Blake Morrison 

Regeneration by Pat Barker 

Resisting the claims of Jane Eyre and Middlemarch, 
I’ve chosen a novel that resonates in times of war, the 
first of Barker’s 1914-18 trilogy set at Craiglockhart 
hospital and involving Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred 
Owen and the psychiatrist WHR Rivers - all men, but 
this is a woman’s fresh perspective on war and trauma. 


Andrew Marr 

The seasonal quartet by Ali Smith 

She is the lightest, wittiest and most provoking 
novelist writing about modern Britain. I read 
everything Ali Smith writes. Then there’s Anne 
Enright who tells us about the condition of 
contemporary life better than anyone else. Claire 
Keegan’s Small Things Like These was the other 
new novel I’ve enjoyed most this year - spare, 
sensuous and haunting. Women see parts of the 
world men often miss; I suppose all of these books 
move into corners, fears and experiences my favourite 
male writers avoid. But what matters is quality; and at 
the moment most of the highest quality writing is 
coming from female voices and female hands. 


Derek Owusu 

The Terrible by Yrsa Daley-Ward 

The prose is inventive and poetic, and the observations 
so startling and nuanced that you never doubt you’re 
in the presence of something special. When it was first 
handed to me, I read it three times, one sitting after 
another, and have added to that number since. 


Simon Schama 

Anything by Daphne du Maurier 

Because men are so easily scared, claim they like to 
be, and since Poe no one has done terror on the page 
like Du Maurier, who ought to be recognised as an 
astonishingly great writer. 


Sanjeev Bhaskar 

To Killa Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

One of the greatest books I’ve read. It opened my young 
eyes to the civil rights issues in the US while also 
providing the greatest male/father role model ’'d 
ever read. Sure, I wanted to be Elvis or Bruce Lee 

but I never quite shook wanting to be Atticus Finch. 


Adam Thirlwell 

Chéri by Colette 

It’s a beautiful novel from 1920 about an older 
woman’s relationship with a much younger man 

- and in its multiple inversions of gender and desire 
and power it should hopefully allow men to think 
more freely and acrobatically. 


Rob Doyle 

Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood 

When I read her bleak and engrossing novel it hada 
similar effect on me as when I’d first read George 
Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four: the appalled 
fascination of confronting a dark future, astounding 
inits detail, that seemed all too plausible. 


Women read 
roughly 50:50 
books by male 
and female 
authors; for men 
the ratio is 80:20 


Krishnan Guru-Murthy 

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 

It’s a book you become engrossed and invested in so 
quickly that you desperately want to know what 
happens but really don’t want to get to the end. 


Lee Child 

The Last Widow by Karin Slaughter 

Real men read books by women. In my genre, 

try The Last Widow by Karin Slaughter - great story, 
great characters, pace, thrills and action ... just as 
fast, hard and tough as anything I write. 


Justin Webb 

The Sea, the Sea by Iris Murdoch 

The book is an observation of the male ego and the 
damage it can do to those who possess it and those 
they interact with. It left me squirming as I read it - 
and an (almost) reformed character afterwards. 


John Boyne 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, 

Aged 1334 by Sue Townsend 

Who could have guessed that the essential guide to 
becoming a man would be written by a woman? Not 
just a classic of comic fiction but a portrait ofa true 
romantic, going through the problems that every 
boy endures and every man remembers. 


Chris Power 

My Phantoms by Gwendoline Riley 

Funny, clever, acid and so ruthless and sad: show me 
a better writer of any gender in the UK today than 
Gwendoline Riley. 


Moses McKenzie 

Singin’ Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry 

Like Christmas by Maya Angelou 

In order to properly write, Maya Angelou would havea 
rented hotel room in whichever city she was living in. 
She would arrive in the early hours of the morning, lie 
on the bed and begin to read. Maybe the Psalms, maybe 
James Weldon Johnson, something, as she once said, 
to remember how beautiful and pliable the language is. 
My own Psalms and James Weldon Johnson is Singin’ 
Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry like Christmas. It has 
inherited timelessness through a life lived for 
language and storytelling, andl amin love withit. 


The Women’s prize for fiction will be announced on 
15 June. To vote for your Essential Female Novel go to 
womensprizeforfiction.co.uk/menreadingwomen. 
Voting is open until 6 June. 
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1 Used to Live Here Once 

The Haunted Life of Jean Rhys 
Miranda Seymour 

WILLIAM COLLINS, £25 
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N A LATE SHORT STORY by Jean Rhys, a 
woman sees a pair of children standing neara 
house thatis very familiar to her, by anexotic, 
flowering tree. “I used to live here once,” she 
tells them. They can’t see that she’s there; she 
is a ghost, haunting her old home. This story 
lends its title to Miranda Seymour’s new biography, 
which places Rhys’s upbringing in the Caribbean atthe 
centre of the narrative. She was born Ella Gwendolen 
Rees Williams in 1890, the daughter of a Welsh doctor 
anda white Creole mother descended from slaveowners 
on the island of Dominica, “[t]he island which haunted 
her mind and almost everything that she wrote” and 
“the wellspring of Rhys’s art”. For the rest of her life 
Rhys would feel as though she belonged nowhere - not 
on the island where she felt so at home, and not in 
England, where she would always beseenasan outsider, 
her very voice, withits “seemingly ineradicable island 
lilt” betraying her origins. 

This is not the first big biography of Rhys; Carole 
Angier’s 1990 study is richly detailed and stillholds up. 
Butas one of the major writers ofthe 20thcentury, Rhys 
deserves as many biographies as people want to write 
(or read). So long, that is, as they sensitively and 
rigorously attempt to understand this complex woman 
- particularly the relationship between her turbulent 
life and her brilliant work. 

This is where Seymour’s biography excels - in 
conjuring up Rhys as an actual person, especiallyinthe 
early years: a born rebel; “delicate” but determined; a 
perennial outsider. Through alifetime thatincluded two 
world wars, the death ofa child, her ownimprisonment 
and that of two of her husbands, poverty, rejection, 
desperation, obsession and breakdown, this delicate 
young woman becamea belligerent drunk, who would 
“spit, bite, or scratch a perceived opponent”. Into the 


Jean Rhys 
saw herself 
as an outsider 


work it went, writes Seymour; “all became grist to 
Rhys’s fiction-making mill”. 

Rhys wrote from a young age, but it was in London 
during the first world war, after a devastating affair 
that led to an illegal abortion, that she started writing 
something between a diary and the staging ground for 
her future works of fiction. She continued through her 
move to Paris with her first husband (an erratic 
Dutchmancalled Jean Lenglet who nevertheless comes 
across, inSeymour’saccount, asa stalwart source of love 
and support in Rhys’s life, as wellas abrave resistance 
fighter during the second world war). “Glimpses of the 
world through which she drifted [...] appear in the 
stories that now began to take their final form from 
pages of urgently scrawled notes,” Seymour writes. 

Around this time Rhys fell under the tutelage of 
novelist and critic Ford Madox Ford, who would become 
her lover as well as her mentor. That, too, would end 
badly. She and Lenglet divorced in 1933, and there 
followed a hand-to-mouth existence with two 
subsequent husbands, which left Rhys languishing in 
squalid bungalows around Cornwall and Devon until 
her late-in-life rediscovery and the publication of Wide 
Sargasso Sea. At this point her fortunes turned, and 
her life became somewhat more comfortable - just in 
time, we might observe with mordant, Rhysianirony, 
for old age with all its discomforts to set in. 

More than Rhys’s previous biographers, Seymour 
distinguishes clearly and conscientiously between the 
person andthe work. “At the centre of Rhys’s life,” she 
explains, “stood her writing, aresource thatis entirely 
absent from the lives of the women she described in her 
novels.” Her fiction consistently represents women who 
are poor and friendless; Seymour’s biography tells a 
different story, of awoman who saw her fortunes falland 
rise, butwho was supported by caring friends and lovers, 
as wellas her daughter Maryvonne. It was Rhys’s great 
gift that she was able to draw on her own experiences 
of alienation and exclusion to write these fictions of 
the downtrodden. By reading the fiction too closely to 
the life, we risk obscuring that literary achievement. 

Seymour returns to her leitmotif of Rhys as ghost - 
afrequent touchstone is one of Rhys’s favourite books, 
Nadja, André Breton’s 1928 novel. “I am a wandering 
soul,” Nadja tells the narrator. But Breton reserved a 
sad fate for his antiheroine, cruelly banishing hertoan 
asylum; she cannot be integrated intothe mainstream 
world the narrator himself inhabits. Andthough Rhys 
wandered - Seymour pays keen attention to her various 
places ofresidence - inthe end, she was happy tosettle 
down in Devon, with her garden and her view of the 
nearby fields, relieved when her editor Diana Athill’s 
attempts to move her somewhere more salubrious 
fellthrough. 

Seymour reserves most space for discussions of Wide 
Sargasso Sea, which some consider Rhys’s masterpiece. 
One moment in her reading stands out, in the context 
of Seymour’s interest in ghostliness: “Locked away by 
ahusband who scorns and seeks to banish her (‘She was 
only a ghost. A ghost in the grey daylight’), Antoinette 
refuses to become another in that anonymous throng 
ofnameless sufferers, that nearly inaudibleincantation 
from the depths of the Great Forest”. It was reading 
this passage that Irealised: Rhys’s fictionis an attempt 
to prove that she has been there, lived there, dwelled 
there; that the ghostly women she conjures up eluded 
even those they were standing before, plain as day. 
Rhys wrote to keep from becoming a ghost. 

To buy acopy for £21.75 go to guardianbookshop.com 
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Xi 

A Study in Power 
Kerry Brown 
ICON, £10.99 


made general secretary of the 

Chinese Communist party, the 
top spot in the country’s political 
system. Since March 2013 he has also 
been president, a largely ceremonial 
but diplomatically significant post. 
Having held those positions for almost 
a decade, and showing no sign that he 
plans to hand either on anytime soon, 
Xi is now sometimes described not just 
as the most powerful person in China, 
but the most powerful individual in 
the world. 

And yet we know relatively little 
about him, a fact that Kerry Brown’s 
new biography - though thorough in 
many respects - fails to fully remedy. 
The facts of Xi’s early life are fairly 
well documented. The son ofa 
veteran revolutionary, his family 
went through a major reversal of 
fortune late in the Mao period, when 
his father was purged. Xi went from 
enjoying a privileged lifestyle in 
Beijing to becoming one of the 
millions of “sent down” youths 
encouraged to learn from the peasants 
by working in the countryside. Once 
his father was back in favour under 
Deng Xiaoping, he studied at China’s 
elite Tsinghua University and took 
up various posts, first in the military 


| n November 2012 Xi Jinping was 


Xi Jinping leads 
a gala in Beijing 


and then in civilian bureaucracies. 

The dramatic upward trajectory of 
Xi’s life began when he was in his 50s, 
a period during which he was named 
Hu Jintao’s heir apparent, in 2007. His 
period in power, initially expected to 
last 10 years, has encompassed the 
longest lasting and furthest reaching 
anti-corruption drive the country has 
ever seen, the belt and road initiative 
that seeks to establish ties between 
the People’s Republic of China and 
scores of other countries, and of 
course, Covid. 

A discussion of the invasion of 
Ukraine will have to wait for the next 
edition, and one wishes there was 
more about Vladimir Putin in this 
book than the comment that neither 
he nor Xi show signs of disappearing 
from the scene anytime soon. Brown 
does, however, have plenty to say 
about other events making global 
headlines, especially the pandemic, 
which has gone from seeming likely to 
undermine Xi’s position to serving to 
strengthen it. In Brown’s words, asa 
tightly controlled media plays up 
pandemic governance failures in other 
parts of the world, and hides or plays 
down domestic missteps, Covid has 
“provided the fuel by which Chinese 
nationalism has been turbo-charged” 
- and this is important to Xi since, as 
the author rightly stresses throughout 
the book, he is motivated above all by 
a fierce patriotism and a strong desire 
to see the Chinese Communist party 
(CCP) stay in power. News of staggering 
death tolls in Europe and the US have 
been presented as “positive proof that 
socialism with Chinese characteristics” 
can “perform better than western 
capitalism” in a crisis. 

It is curious that it has taken so long 
for an accessible English-language 
biography of Xi like this to come out. 
Among the reasons is the fact that 


neither he nor anyone in his inner 
circle gives interviews, and it is not 
even clear who exactly is in his inner 
circle. There are no candid tell-all 
memoirs by him or people close to him 
to offer insights. 

As aresult, this book is a valuable 
primer for anyone looking to get up 
to speed on how Xiachieved power 
(largely by inheriting and cultivating an 
unusually wide array of connections 
to members of different wings of the 
CCP elite) and what he has done with 
it in political terms. But it is less 
compelling as a window on to the 
private man, who remains an enigma. 
And while Brown does not shy away 
from mentioning the dark sides of 
Xi’s reign - and there are many, from 
horrific human rights abuses in 
Xinjiang and Tibet, to the strangling 
of civil liberties in Hong Kong, and the 
clampdown on critical intellectuals 
and journalists in Beijing - one feels the 
emphasis on these could be stronger. 

Sometimes, Brown falls into the 
trap of implying that what is good for 
the CCP is good for the country and its 
people, and makes a prediction that 
he presumably found himself wishing 
he could alter as the harsh Shanghai 
lockdown began to make headlines 
around the world. “Even in the depths 
of 2022, with noimmediate end in 
sight for the Covid-19 pandemic,” he 
writes late in the book, “my faith in 
China, under Xi or whoever replaces 
him, being able to surmount the 
formidable challenges facing it, and 
creating its own unique version of 
modernity, is still strong. And what a 
world it might be, where the whole of 
China buzzes with the energy and life 
of the great city of Shanghai.” 
Jeffrey Wasserstrom is the editor of 
The Oxford History of Modern China. 
To buy a copy of Xi for £9.29 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 
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aniel Lavelle knows how the 
D story of his homelessness 

might look to the casual 
observer. Viewed in isolation, he notes, 
“the circumstances that precipitated 
my journey to the streets seem entirely 
of my own making”. As well as racking 
up considerable rent arrears, he had 


been drinking heavily, lost a series of 
low-paid jobs and moved out of his flat 
voluntarily. But, as we learn in his 
candid yet resolutely un-self-pitying 
memoir, there were complicating 
factors, among them his ADHD (his 
psychiatrist said his was the most 
severe case he’d ever seen), long spells 
in foster care and children’s homes, 
and multiple exclusions from school. 
Add to that the rise of zero-hours 
contracts, soaring rents, and the cuts 
to welfare and social care implemented 
during the coalition government’s 
austerity programme, and it becomes 
grimly apparent how a man like 
Lavelle can slip through the cracks. 

Down and Out is part memoir, part 
howl of fury at a system that has led to 
an estimated 274,000 homeless people 
in the UK. As wellas telling his own 
story, Lavelle seeks out the testimony of 
others, many of whom, he notes, have 
had a harder time than him. Among 
them is Sunita, who was removed from 
her mother when she was born and 
endured physical and sexual abuse in 
the care system. In her teens, she wasin 
an abusive relationship and, in order 
to escape the situation, began sleeping 
in Manchester’s Piccadilly station. On 
asking local authorities for assistance, 
she was told she didn’t qualify since 
she had made herself homeless. Lavelle 
also meets Stuart, who, after being 
evicted from his flat for allowing a 
homeless friend to stay, set up home on 
the banks of a nearby canal, complete 
with his living room furniture. “The 
police kept coming down, saying, ‘You 
can’t stay here. It’s public land’,” Stuart 
says. “I said, ‘Well, lam a member of 
the fuckin’ public, mate.” 

There is arich seam of humour here, 
not least in the nicknames Lavelle 
gives to authority figures, from Mr Cue 
Ball, the shiny-headed headteacher of 
a special needs boarding school, to 
MrStickler, an officious line manager 
at a supermarket where he stacked 
shelves. Yet, amid the laughs there 
are moments of profound sadness as 
Lavelle guides us through the effects 
of the housing crisis; drugs and alcohol 
dependency among homeless people; 
and the iniquities of social care, from 
the failures within the system to the 
problems that arise when care leavers 
are left to fend for themselves. Most 
shocking is the chapter where he 
details his and others’ treatment by a 
homelessness charity, which left him 
feeling “exploited, demoralised and 
angry”, leading him to conclude that 
the sector is fundamentally broken. 

Lavelle paints a dire picture, though 
he insists the situation can be fixed, as 
evidenced during the first lockdown 
when, according to the government, 
90% of rough sleepers were helped off 
the streets. Ending homelessness, he 
says, “is well within our means. All we 
lack is the will to solve it.” 

To buy acopy for £16.52 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 
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he first memoir from the former 
| lead singer of Pulp would have 

been better titled A History of 
Jarvis in 100 Objects. That’s what it is: 
an illustrated guide to the things that 
make Cocker who he is. He doesn’t 
appear in many of the photos; the 
great majority show his collection 
of ephemera: a 20-year-old pack of 
Wrigley’s Extra gum, a fragment of 
Imperial Leather soap with its old- 
style label still attached. That’s him in 
a nutshell: driven by a lifelong love of 
the everyday, perceiving romance and 
poignance in items that others chuck 
out. It isn’t wrong to say that without 
this sensibility, there would have 
been no Pulp, whom he led until 2013, 
no many-tentacled solo career and no 
national treasure status. 

This isn’t the story of his time at 
the top. The penultimate object in the 
book is an acceptance letter, dated 
1988, from Central Saint Martins 
School of Art and Design in London. 

It was while studying film and video 
there that he “ran slap bang into the 
subject matter of The Song That Made 
My Name”, which is the book’s only 
reference to Common People and the 
starry decade that followed. 

Good Pop, Bad Pop ambles through 
the 25 years before Saint Martins, 
tracking Cocker’s worldview as it takes 
shape in his home city of Sheffield. 

It opens in the present day, as he’s 
clearing out the loft of his London 
house. There is a lot of stuff in there, 
and each item has a story. His task is to 
decide whether to keep each thing or 
“cob” it (throw it out). Mulling over 
these ancient treasures puts him 

in philosophical mood, and the 

book soon expands into both an 
autobiography and a treatise on pop. 

Good pop is anything that 
democratises culture, from jumble 
sales to Penguin paperbacks. Jumbles 
were nirvana: not only did they help 
Cocker find his own style, they also 
served tea and cake. It was, he writes 
mistily, “a complete day out”.) Bad pop, 
represented by a cardboard joke version 
of Margaret Thatcher’s handbag that he 
bought at WH Smith in 1979 (cob), uses 
good pop’s informality and catchy 
slogans to manipulate the public. 
Alongside all that is Cocker’s hope that 
by revealing his creative pathway, he’ll 
induce readers to find their own. 
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That generosity is a hallmark of the 
book. If pop could save a bespectacled 
beanpole who found his name so 
embarrassing he briefly called himself 
John, it might save others. Cocker’s 
thoughtful and very funny ruminations 
make it seem possible. Although 
these events happened at atime 
when aspiring bands could support 
themselves with supplementary benefit, 
and every community had a library, at 
least his enthusiasm is transferrable. 

It is the unglamorous, character- 
shaping details that fill the pages. 
There’s his childhood in a matriarchal 
home, and his aversion to change - the 
reason he saves things that still have 
their 1980s packaging, such as the 
Imperial Leather (keep). There’s an 
adolescence divided between punk 
gigs, jumble sales and trying to learn 
what “masturbation” meant. A ripped 
copy of The Fantastic Dirty Joke Book 
(keep) didn’t explain it, so he turned 
to the dictionary and learned it was 
“self-abuse”. Fora time, he assumed it 
entailed “walking around shouting at 
yourself ‘shithead! or ‘fart!”” 

At the same time, he was 
formulating what he called The Pulp 
Master Plan. A school exercise book 
(keep) contains the blueprint for the 
band he wanted to form. They would 
wear Oxfam blazers and “rancid ties”, 
the music would be “fairly conventional 
but slightly off-beat pop songs”, and 
they would “[learn] about the world by 
looking at what it threw away. By what 
it deemed ‘worthless’. 

By the time Cocker was in his early 
20s, the Pulp aesthetic was fully 


Oxfam blazers and 
‘rancid ties’ ... Jarvis 
Cocker created a 
blueprint for Pulp 


formed. He moved into his own idea 
of Andy Warhol’s Factory, an unheated 
industrial building through which 
passed many of Sheffield’s alternative 
types. But in 1985, trying to impress a 
girl, he fell from a window, and spent 
six weeks in hospital. It brought about 
an epiphany: “The scales had fallen 
from my eyes. I now realised that I’d 
been surrounded by inspiration all 
along.” His songwriting changed, and 
withit, his life. How? It’s worth buying 
this terrific book to find out. 

To buy acopy for £16 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 


Threading the needle 
The Bank of England's 
guide to economics 
Hettie O'Brien 


ECONOMICS 

Can’t We Just Print 
More Money? 
Economics in 

Ten Simple Questions 
Rupal Patel 

and Jack Meaning 
CORNERSTONE, £14.99 


y its own admission, the Bank 
B of England isa “forbidding 

place”. Its headquarters is a 
neoclassical fortress, with walls so 
high they seem built to deter anyone 
from looking in. Can’t We Just Print 
More Money?, by Bank of England 
economists Rupal Patel and Jack 
Meaning, is a well-timed attempt to 
show the public what goes on inside 
- and familiarise them with some basic 
economic concepts. Each chapter 
tackles a different question, such as 


“Where does my breakfast come from?” 
or “Why am I richer than my great- 
great-grandmother?” The book is 
punctuated with jaunty anecdotes 

and neat examples: price increases 

are explained by reference to Dairy 
Milk bars; the value of collective 
bargaining is illustrated with an 
episode of The Simpsons. 

Economics styles itself as a science, 
but - at least in terms of getting the 
message across - stories are often as 
important as empirical observation. 
Parables of primeval villages and 
market squares where beans are 
exchanged for cows are used to explain 
things such as the evolution of money. 
But stories can be misleading. 

Consider the “tragedy of the 
commons”, illustrated in a dispute over 
unlimited chip portions in the Bank of 
England’s canteen. This is the idea 
that a shared resource can be depleted 
to the point of destruction, and was 
introduced in a 1968 paper by the 
economist and ecologist Garrett 
Hardin. Oncloser inspection, it doesn’t 
fully hold. Economist Elinor Ostrom 
found that “when communities have 
control over their common resources, 
they don’t actually deplete them to 
destruction”. If implemented, her 
insights “might just be able to save 
markets from themselves”, Patel and 
Meaning write. 

Stories involve abstraction and 
selection. The same goes for economic 
models, which the authors concede are 
never wholly correct: “all models make 
a set of assumptions to simplify the 
world around us”. These assumptions 
shape how the economy is measured: 
in France, economists include frog legs 
in their annual “consumption basket” 
to determine the rising cost of goods. 
Britain’s list includes the nostalgic 
“oven-ready joint” as a gauge of price 
inflation. This year, meat-free sausages, 
canned pulses and sports bras were 
added to the UK’s statistical shopping 
basket. Doughnuts, men’s suits and 
coal were removed. 

The authors seem to be constantly 
trying to communicate the idea that we 
exist for you. When the Bank of England 
was made independent in 1997, it was 
given the task of controlling inflation, 
something politicians had previously 
been responsible for. How do you 
establish the democratic legitimacy of 
an institution whose purpose is partly 
to wrest control away from elected 
representatives? This question is 
made more awkward by recent events: 
inflation seems poised to spiral, and 
many peoples’ lived experience of the 
economy is dire. The bank can seem 
out of touch, as when governor Andrew 
Bailey recently said workers shouldn’t 
ask for generous pay rises. This book is 
an attempt to give the bank a human 
face - but its forbidding reputation 
may not beso easily banished. 

To buy acopy for £13.04 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 
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The art of 


letting go 


From sun 


salutations to 


catastrophic 


breakdown - the 


western capitalist 


everyman In Crisis 


Sam Byers 


Yoga 

Emmanuel Carrere, 
translated by John Lambert 
JONATHAN CAPE, £16.99 


ANGING ACROSS NOVELS, memoir, 

experimental biography and true 

crime, French author Emmanuel 

Carrére’s body of work doggedly 

problematises the rules by which it 

is understood. The opening of his 
nonfiction breakthrough, The Adversary, juxtaposes 
spree killer Jean-Claude Romand murdering his 
family with Carrere attending a parent-teacher meeting, 
as if determined to occupy rather than bridge the gap 
between author and subject. His biography of Philip K 
Dick, Am Alive and You Are Dead, eerily collapses that 
same distance, constructing for Dick a paranoid inner 
life so intimate that it feels claustrophobic. Now comes 
Yoga, with acast both real and invented. 

One way to understand Carrére’s oeuvre is to 
dispense with the idea of him as the author of discrete 
works. His books area single, interrelated project, the 
subject of which is the project itself - its fraught 
emergence, its blurred limits. 

When we last saw Carrere, at the conclusion of The 
Kingdom, he was ona Christian retreat, finding solace 
in the ritual washing of a stranger’s feet. The version 
of him we meet at the start of Yoga is ebullient. The 
Kingdom wasa creative high-water mark. “Iwas full of 
myself,” he says. “I was happy. I believed it would last.” 

He’s also, perhaps, trying torecapture The Kingdom’s 
alchemy ofthe personal and spiritual. Carrére, we learn, 
has long beena devotee of yoga and meditation. Nowit 
has occurred to him that the subject would suit “a short, 
unpretentious bookina conversational tone” - one that, 
given yoga’s popularity, “could sell like hot cakes”. On 
the hunt for material, he signs up for 10 days of silent 
Vipassana meditation, deep in the French heartland. 

Initially, that “conversational tone” feels almost 
flippant. Apparently uninterested in differentiation, 
Carrére blitzes “eastern” thought intoa distinctly beige 
stew. We get bits of Chogyam Trungpa, Patanjali, tai 
chi, Iyengar yoga. When he first hears the voice of 
Vipassana meditation’s Indian founder, SN Goenka, 
Carrére is reminded, distastefully, of “the English of 
Peter Sellers in The Party”. 


Carrére has long 
been a devotee of 
yoga and meditation 


Carrere, though, is well attuned to his own flaws. 
Directing his attention to the patterns of his breath, he 
finds a disturbing insight into his mode of being. 
According to yoga, says Carrere, “inhaling...is taking, 
conquering, appropriating, which I have no problem 
with at all. In fact, Ican’t do anything else... Exhaling 
is different. It’s giving rather than taking, returning 
rather than keeping. It’s letting go.” 

Wecan glimpse, here, the project Carrére envisaged 
- chatty, replete with bankable insights, destined to 
selllike hot cakes. Itis not tobe. When terrorists attack 
the offices of Charlie Hebdo, killing one of his friends, 
Carrere’s retreat is cut short. Briefly, yet another book 
seems possible, one hinging on easy oppositions 
between asceticism and engagement, pacifism and 
violence. But Carrére nods towards the reductive, only 
to reject it. The Charlie Hebdo attack is not, in fact, 
Yoga’s defining crisis. Nor is it Carrére’s. “My life,” he 
writes, “which I believed to be so harmonious, so well 
fortified ... was in fact heading for disaster. And this 
disaster did not come from external circumstances, 
cancer, atsunamior the Kouachibrothers kicking open 
the door without warning and massacring everyone 
with Kalashnikovs. No: it came from me.” 

Carrere experiences a catastrophic breakdown. He 
doesn’t just want to die, he wants “to be dead, to have 
never existed”. At the age of 60, having been happy 
for a decade, he is diagnosed with bipolar disorder, 
removed to a secure ward, and subjected to 
electroconvulsive therapy. 

Now his need to inhale becomes not appropriative, 
but pained and poignant. Alienated from the person 
he thought he was, he tries to breathe himself back 
in. He reads his own psychiatric reports, where his 
“moral suffering” moves swiftly from “significant” to 
“intolerable”. He goes back over his own work, searching 
for traces of the mania that was to come. 

Carréreis drawnasif by sirenstoextremes. Desperate 
for a “chance to get away from myself”, he retreats to 
aGreek island and finds himselfteaching asmall class 
of young refugees. Fromits deceptively glib beginnings, 
throughthe shocks and catastrophes that shakeit, Yoga’s 
inexorable emotional archas been obvious. And yetstill 
the force ofits final third, in whicha fragile, agonisingly 
unhealed Carrere fills his psychic wound with the 
wounds of others, borders onthe unbearable. One child 
recounts packing a small bag, alone, knowing he will 
never return home, and recalls his aunt telling him: 
“Stopcrying, my boy. Inlife youhavetoleave everything, 
always, and in the end it’s life you have to leave, so 
there’s no use crying.” Another cannot even verbalise 
his trauma, and so simply hits his head repeatedly, 
wordlessly, against the desk. In Carrére’s helplessness, 
his stunned inadequacy, we finally see what he has 
offered us: notaself-portrait, but a collective one. Here, 
anatomised, is the white western capitalist everyman - 
wandering the aisles of the spiritual supermarket, in 
terror ofathreat from without, blind tothe threat from 
within, and wholly, tragically incapable of incorporating 
into his reality the very subject ofall the diluted eastern 
spirituality with which he is so enamoured: the truth 
of suffering, the crushing inevitability of loss. 

“Life,” Carrére observes, “isa machine for separating 
people.” What, then, is the machine that brings them 
together? Carrere offers no easy answers. He doesn’tneed 
to. His singular, ever-expanding work, in whichone pain 
need never obscure another, in which truths and half- 
truths are heldnotin opposition butin delicate, precarious 
balance, is an answerin itself. 

To buy acopy for £14.78 go to guardianbookshop.com 
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Field trips 


Two oddballs behind 


the crop circle craze 


Sukhdev Sandhu 


The Perfect Golden Circle 
Benjamin Myers 
BLOOMSBURY, £16.99 


BENJAMIN 


MYERS 


ithout fields - no us. Without 
us - no fields,” wrote the 
great nature writer Tim Dee 


in his 2013 book Four Fields. He hada 
caveat: “These acres of shaped growing 
earth, telling our shared story over 
and over, are so ordinary, ubiquitous 
and banal that we have - mostly - 
stopped noticing them as anything 
other than substrate or backdrop, the 
green crayon-lane across the bottom 
of every child’s drawing.” 

It’s this myopia that Benjamin 
Myers explores in his roiling, rollicking 
novel, set during the long hot summer 
of 1989. Thatcher, apartheid, the Berlin 
Wall: things seemed solid then. In the 
West Country, though, history was 
being made at night; farmers were 
waking up to discover their wheat fields 
decorated with crop circles and other 
mysterious radials. Was it the work of 
extraterrestrials, or proto Banksys? 

In Myers’s telling, the men 
responsible were no vandals. Redbone 
and Calvert’s names may suggest a 
Savile Row shirtmaker, but the pair are 
closer in spirit to centrifugal visionaries 
such as the KLF. Redbone is younger, 
has travelled Europe with various 
bands, and is popular with women; 
Calvert is taciturn, always wears 
sunglasses, and has PTSD after serving 
in the SAS during the Falklands war. 
For weeks on end, living in a battered 
camper van, they move through the 
English countryside. Their goals: to 
create ever more dazzling patterns, to 
stay anonymous, to not get caught. 

The fields are rarely quiet at night. 
Redbone and Calvert encounter 
“lampers”, driving around in open-top 
jeeps shining spotlights at badgers 
and hares before setting dogs on them. 
They come across people having sex in 
laybys; Gypsy prizefighters; a ghostly 
old woman who says she has been 
searching for her missing dog most 
nights since 1909; a pissed aristocrat. 

The days, too, are far from bucolic. 
The country lanes teem with rogues, 
quacks, chancers. The crop circles draw 
Fleet Street stringers, ufologists, a 
demonic exorcist, a disgraced psychic 
and a retired physicist explaining to 
passersby that they are “created by 
an electro-magnetic-hydrodynamic 
plasma vortex”. There’s also a wizard 
from Cornwall, “four police officers, 
half a dozen dogs and Brian Eno”. 
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The novel begins portentously. 

The narrative invokes wolves stalking 
shrinking copses and fields that are full 
of bones, “rotting deep in the rich soil 
of a singular cemetery called England”. 
Throughout, there are echoes of David 
Peace, Gordon Burn, Stephen Barber - 
writers who render the recent past as 
occulture, hallucinatory. There are 
also spectres of other more politically 
fraught fields from the 80s: Goose 
Green, Orgreave, the Battle of the 
Beanfield near Stonehenge. 

But a steady flow of banter lightens 
the mood. Redbone describes his new 
musical direction as “Grindcore shit, 
but with a strong acid house influence”. 
“Youre not doing rural West Country 
reggae any more, then?” replies 
Calvert. It’s easy to imagine Myers 
giggling as he came up with the names 
of some of the circles: Throstle Henge 
Asteroid Necklace and Bracklebury 
Dodman could be Aphex Twin tracks. 

Myers isn’t an ironist. What’s most 
striking about The Perfect Golden Circle 
is the way it depicts time - its thickness, 
mysteries, continuities, the way it ebbs 
and flows. Redbone knows that “there 
exists an under-England, a chthonic 
place” in which there are “so many 
secrets that go beyond the limitations 
of the here and now”. He and his pal 
have epiphanies about belonging toa 
lineage of people who, across millennia, 
have been magicked by the fields. That 
summer it never rains. The wheat 
fields “whisper their desperate thirst”. 
Calvert, a glum Tiresias, foresees new 
viruses, broken food chains. 

Dee argued that fields show “how we 
live both within the grain of the world 
and against it”. Those trespassed by 
Redbone and Calvert serve to hex that 
persistent strain of English pastoralism 
that dotes on baronial piles and 
manicured landscapes. They embody a 
counter-tradition: the pagan, anarchistic 
ruralism so vividly channelled 
in Jez Butterworth’s Jerusalem, 


Crafted crops in The 
Perfect Golden Circle 


or David Rudkin’s Penda’s Fen. 

For Redbone and Calvert, England 
“is a kingdom that belongs entirely to 
the dreaming dissenters and the rat- 
tailed revolutionaries, and is open to 
all comers. All borders and boundaries, 
whether visible or not, are only there 
for the burning.” The Perfect Golden 
Circle makes these eccentric outsiders 
seem like seditionaries in arcadia, 
contemporary folk heroes. 

To buy a copy for £14.78 
go to guardianbookshop.com 
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The female gaze 


A sharp debut about 
desire and consent 
Lucy Atkins 


Vladimir 
Julia May Jonas 
PICADOR, £14.99 


Viadimir 


t the opening of this arresting 
A debut, the narrator, an 

unnamed English literature 
professor in her late 50s, is gazing ata 
beautiful colleague, Vladimir. Almost 
two decades her junior, he is asleep 
inachair. “The sight of his arm hair, 
ablaze in the sun, sends asob down my 
spine,” she notes. The arm, it seems, 
is “the one that I have not shackled” 
- Vladimir is tied to the chair. 

The narrator then goes back to 
explore how she got to this point, 
unpicking the complexities and 
generational tensions around assault 
in an American university, the power 
play between professor and student, 
the tangles of desire and envy, 
defiance and shame, ambition and 
failure. Above all, though, Vladimir 
isa novel about female appetite 
- for sex, food, power, success - and 


what the ageing process does to it. 
The narrator’s husband, John, the 
chair of the English department, has 
been suspended while the authorities 
investigate his past misdemeanours - 
he had sex with his students before 
regulations outlawed such behaviour. 
Although the narrator is struggling to 
distance herself from this scandal, 
she considers the whole thing a bit 
ridiculous. Theirs has long been an 
open marriage, and his dalliances 
were all “consensual”; he didn’t “drug 
them or coerce them”. Young women 
today, she notes scathingly, seem to 
have “lost all agency”, believing 
themselves to be victims when they 
plainly aren’t. Despite her disdain, she 
courts her students’ approval, designing 
courses to “cow and delight” them. 
But in the politicised environment 
of a campus, the “students rule the 
roost” and when they grow agitated, 
demanding to know why she hasn’t 
left John, she is forced to kowtow. 
Julia May Jonas explores how 
sexual desire, rage and creativity can 
become destructively entangled. The 
narrator is furious with her husband 
ona visceral level: she shudders when 
he touches her, and as the hearings 
start to dismantle his career and 
reputation, she focuses, obsessively, 
on the gorgeous new junior professor, 
Vladimir. At 40, Vladimir is a talented 
debut novelist witha glamorous, 
unstable wife and young daughter. She 
notes his literary talents with envy. 
Early in her career she produced two 
novels, one well received, one not, and 
has written nothing since. In fact, she 
has funnelled considerable energy into 
minimising her literary ambitions, 
convincing herself that she must 
model for her now adult daughter, 
Sid, the notion that happiness lies 
in curtailing the desire for success. 
Approaching 60, the narrator is 
acutely aware that she is no longera 
sexual object. Now, though, it is her 
turn to look, not just with lust at 
Vladimir’s body, but with envy at 
the bodies of younger women - her 
students, Vladimir’s wife. She also 
turns this bitter gaze on herself. She 
has always been “vain”, but now she 
monitors every wrinkle and mark, 
dressing meticulously, fiercely 
controlling her weight. This self- 
scrutiny is brutal. Unable to express 
herself physically, her pent-up sexual 
desire erupts on the page, and she 
begins to write again, feverishly. 
She simultaneously channels her 
intellectual and manipulative skills 
into trapping Vladimir. Having fallen 
instantly for his beauty, she seduces 
him with intellectual flattery, 
attention, food and alcohol. It is slow, 
deliberate, decisive and, we know, will 
lead to the point where she has him 
shackled to that chair. The question is, 
how, and why - and will she hurt him? 
The opening sentence of Vladimir 
raises a distinctly Nabokovian ghost 


PAUL BROWN/GETTY 


(“When I was a child, Iloved old men, 
and I could tell that they also loved 
me”). There are faint nods to Pninin 
the campus setting, with Vladimir 
the academic, but also perhaps in 
the novel’s other themes: failure, 
humiliation, isolation, loss. These are 
the spooks that haunt the narrator’s 
chilly, bookish mind: the shame of 
growing irrelevant, invisible, 
unwanted and undesirable. 

Vladimir is a quietly captivating 
novel. Jonas’s voice is so assured, 
in fact, that for most of the time it 
seems astonishing that this is a debut. 
The confidence wavers towards the 
end, though, with a heavy-handed 
denouement - an unsuccessful 
attempt to tame the complex themes 
- but perhaps this is a price worth 
paying for what is otherwise an 
engrossing and clever debut. 
To buy a copy for £11.30 
go to guardianbookshop.com 
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Memories of Oman 


A young woman 
reflects on her roots 
Maya Jaggi 


Bitter Orange Tree 
Jokha Alharthi, 
translated by 
Marilyn Booth 
SCRIBNER, £14.99 


elestial Bodies, Jokha Alharthi’s 
C second novel, used four 

generations ofa family in the Gulf 
state of Oman to gauge breakneck social 
transformations after the discovery of 
oil in the 1960s. Published in Arabic in 
2010, Celestial Bodies won the Omani 
writer and her translator Marilyn 
Booth the 2019 International Booker 
prize. Through the vexed marriages 
of three sisters related toa slave trader, 
it explored liberty, patriarchy, and 
social control over both women and 
men. It included intriguing glimmers 
of Omani history, from Bedouin 
freedoms and anti-colonial insurgence 
to Indian Ocean trade and modern 
enslavement - outlawed only in 1970. 

Bitter Orange Tree, Alharthi’s 
third novel, is her second to appear 
in English. Aided by Booth’s deft 
touch, some parts affirm the author’s 
talent for lyrical shifts between past 
and present, memory and folklore, 
oneiric surrealism and grimy realism. 
Yet structural flaws make fora 
patchy read. 

The narrator, Zuhour, isan Omani 
student in a snowy British city, who is 
pitched into gloom by guilt-laden grief 
over an adoptive grandmother, who 
died soon after she left, and an unhappy 
elder sister she has left behind. Isolated 


in an alien tongue, she fears turning 
into her mother, whose postnatal 
depression was never dispelled. 

Zuhour retraces the bonds to her 
homeland, reimagining the life of 
Bint Aamir, a distant poor relation. 
Inthe most engaging passages, this 
grandmother’s spirit emerges in 
vivid anecdotes. She is a girl with 
one unsighted eye who toils with the 
charcoal-makers. She saves up for 
a fruitless trip on a Bedford truck to 
consult a missionary doctor, at atime 
when villagers needed the colonial 
governor’s permission to go to Muscat. 

Through Bint Aamir’s expulsion 
from her father’s home, and her 
thwarted dreams of owning an 
orchard, the novel evokes a history of 
hunger and sickness after the world 
wars, when wells dried up and villages 
emptied. The devastating toll of 
emigration is here exemplified by 
Shaykha, a neighbour with dementia 
who trudges half-naked through the 
narrow lanes searching for ason who 
departed 40 years earlier. 

Zuhour’s spooling memories of 
Oman are interspersed with new 
student friendships, with the vegan 
American Christine and two Pakistani 
sisters. Suroor was “born in her 
father’s luxurious villa in Karachi, 
speaking nothing but English all of her 
carefree life”. Failing to rise above 
cliche, her privilege and snobbery are 
deployed asa crude foil to Bint Aamir’s 
deprivation. Suroor’s sister Kuhl and 
Kuhl’s lover Imran, a Pakistani 
peasant turned scholarship boy whom 
her family would deem unsuitable, 
furnish the central plot. 

The narrator’s claim to know Imran 
better than his lover by virtue of her 
own vicarious acquaintance with 
poverty is never challenged or 
qualified. Rather, Zuhour assumes 
an authorial omniscience. When she 
comments on the lovers’ disparate 
backgrounds that “the weave of his 
trousers was not spun along with 
the weave of her skirt, and soit all 
unravelled”, the distance between 
author and narrator dissolves, and 
with it, the tension in the plot. 

Imran is said, vaguely, to return 
to his “village without aname in 
his Pakistani hinterland”. Zuhour 
imagines the “child he had been. 
Barefoot and hungry, coming out of 
his mud-brick home at dawn.” When 
an Omani moves to “the Congo”, his 
“tiger-hunting expeditions” might be 
construed as myth in their 
misapprehension of African fauna. 

Zuhour’s “agony of regret” over Bint 
Aamir is compounded by sorrow at 
the fate of her own sister, Sumayya, a 
“dynamo” stilled by a brutal husband. 
Yet, like several other episodes in this 
novel, Sumayya’s revenge at an Omani 
beauty spot appears to be a fine short 
story poorly integrated into the whole. 
To buy a copy for £13.04 
go to guardianbookshop.com 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


Children 
and teens 


A call to embrace wildness, a guide to shells, a tall 
tree tale, wishing candles, paper spirits, and a tough 
apology to make. By Imogen Russell Williams 


Be Wild, Little One 
Olivia Hope and 
Daniel Egnéus 
BLOOMSBURY, £6.99 

This luminously 
beautiful picture book 
is filled with tender, 
thrilling exhortations 
to embrace wildness: 
diving into the deepest 
blue, swinging along 
with chimpanzees or 
wishing on every star. 


Mouse’s Wood 

Melvin and William Snow 
THAMES & HUDSON, £14.99 
With a brief, evocative 
verse for each month of 
the year, this inviting 
book is full of flaps 

that reveal the cosy, 
patchwork-quilted 
little homes hidden in 
Mouse’s Wood, where 
the trees are bright in 
spring and twilit bare 
in winter. 


Whata Shell Can Tell 
Helen Scales, illustrated 
by Sonia Pulido 

PHAIDON, £16.95 

Young shell-hunters 

of 6+ will adore this 
jewel-bright, fascinating 
work of nonfiction by a 
marine biologist anda 
seaside-dwelling artist. 
Learn what a shell’s 
colour, texture and 
shape might mean; 
discover the cone 
snail’s toxic teeth or 

the clusterwink snail’s 
green light; and find out 
what shells can tell us 
about the past - and 

the future. 


The Boy Who 

Grew a Tree 

Polly Ho-Yen and 

Sojung Kim-McCarthy 
KNIGHTS OF, £5.99 

Timi’s mum is having 
ababy, and Timiis 
unsettled by the change. 
When he discovers a tiny 
sapling growingina 
closed-down library, he 
begins to tend it - but 
the tree grows so fast 
that Timi won’t be able 
to keep the secret for 
long. Simply and sweetly 
told, this deft little tale 
for 5+ packs a punch 
beyond its page count. 


Wished 

Lissa Evans 

DAVID FICKLING, £12.99 

Ed and Roo are appalled 
to be packed off for half 
term to their neighbour, 
but everything changes 
when they discover a 
box of birthday candles 
in Miss Filey’s cupboard. 
For the candles are 
wishing candles - 
although some of 

the wishes belong to 
someone else. Nuanced 
characterisation, dry 
humour and far-ranging 
misadventure add up to 
an instantly engaging 
story for 9+. 


Rebel Skies 

Ann Sei Lin 

WALKER, £7.99 

Kurara is a servant in the 
floating sky city Midori, 
until her knack of 
bringing paper to life 
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wins her a place asa 
Crafter on board asky 
ship. Here her reserved 
tutor teaches her to 
hunt shikigami, the 
wild paper spirits 
sought by the imperious 
Princess Tsukimi. But 
are shikigami merely 
mindless slaves - or 

do they have souls? 

A vividly imagined 
fantasy with an enticing 
Studio Ghibli feel for 
12+ readers. 


Needle 

Patrice Lawrence 
BARRINGTON STOKE, £7.99 
Charlene loves two 
things, knitting and 
her little sister, and 
though she hasn’t seen 
Kandiin months, she’s 
been working ona 
special gift. But when 
her foster mother’s 
grownup son destroys 
it, Charlene stabs his 
hand witha knitting 
needle and plunges 
herself into trouble. 
Can she apologise 
when her freedom is at 
stake, even though she’s 
not sorry? A poignant 
YA story of an angry, 
hurt young teenager 
enmeshed in an inimical 
system, by an award- 
winning author. 


Gay Club! 

Simon James Green 
SCHOLASTIC, £8.99 

Nerdy, ambitious Barney 
is ashoo-in for president 
of the LGBTQ+ society 

- until his sneaky 
arch-rival opens voting 
up to the whole school. 
Cue ruthless political 
manoeuvring, fake 
dating, dirty tricks 

anda host of romantic 
entanglementsina 
novel full of Green’s 
irresistibly comic drama 
and passion for teen 
LGBTQ+ rights. 
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CULTURE 


BOOKS 


THE BOOKS OF MY LIFE 


Esther 
Freud 


The novelist on adoring Little 
Women, crying at Anna Karenina, 


rs 73 


‘ 


My earliest 

reading memory 

When I first went to 
school, aged six, copies 
of The King of Ireland’s 
Son by Padraic Colum 
were handed round. Too 
embarrassed to admit I 
couldn’t read, I sat staring 
at the illustrations. 


My favourite 

book growing up 

Iwas living ina 
stepfamily of five girls 
when I read Louisa May 
Alcott’s Little Women. 
Iadored it, identified 


and ditching Gone With the Wind 


sila) 20 


with each of the sisters 
and couldn’t wait to 
read the sequel - my 
disappointment 

was extreme! 


The book that changed 
meas a teenager 

I'd decided early I wanted 
to be an actor, and the 
idea of becoming a 
character, with tasks and 
motivations, took hold 
when I read Konstantin 
Stanislavski’s My Life 

in Art. It wasn’t until 
Istarted writing that 

I discovered I could be 


in charge of every 
character, their conflicts 
and uncertainties, all 
while sitting at my desk. 


The writer who 
changed my mind 

So many. Jeanette 
Winterson, Alice Walker, 
Tobias Wolff - whom 

I once heard reading 
Bullet in the Brain ata 
festival in Dublin, and 
was so inspired that 
Irushed home to revise 
my own work. Years 
later I incorporated his 
playful use of time into 
the last pages of my 
novel Mr Mac and Me. 


The book that made me 
want to be a writer 

I was 24 and browsing 
on a market stall, when 
Jean Rhys’s Voyage in 
the Dark jumped out at 
me. A young actor drifts 
through London caught 
up in the memory of her 
Dominican childhood, 
much as I’d been caught 
up in my own early life 
in Morocco. The plot 
hinges on an emotional 
journey, the search for 
belonging. It was likea 
chink of light - maybe 

I could write a book 
myself. Maybe I would. 


The book I reread 

I’ve reread Tolstoy’s 
Anna Karenina at 
different stages of my life, 
and cried different tears 
each time. I think I may 
be ready to read it again. 


The bookI could 

never read again 
Knowing nothing at 11 
of the social or political 
history of America, I 


read Gone With the 
Wind by Margaret 
Mitchell, and became 
so enmeshed with the 
character of Scarlett 
O’Hara that when she 
seduced her sister’s 
husband I attempted to 
punish her by flinging 
the book across the 
room, only to crawl out 
of bed five minutes later 
to retrieve it. It was my 
first experience of 
dysfunctional love. 

For so many reasons 
Icouldn’t read it now. 


The bookI 

discovered later in life 
Although I was an 
admirer of Elizabeth 
Jane Howard and her 
dazzling The Long View, 
it wasn’t until lockdown 
that I treated myself to 
The Cazalet Chronicles, 
grateful that each time 

I finished one there was 
another, waiting. 


The bookIam 

currently reading 
Rooted: Stories of Life, 
Land and a Farming 
Revolution by Sarah 
Langford, out in July, 
isa heartbreaking 
examination of what has 
been done in the name 
of agricultural progress. 


My comfort read 
Reading is my comfort, 
and although I like to 
keep my favourite 
books nearby, I’m too 
impatient not to reach 
for something new. 


I Couldn’t Love You 
More by Esther Freud 
is published by 
Bloomsbury. 


Tom Gauld 


WHAT'S WRONG? 


HER WRITING'S 
GOING WELL. 


70 | SATURDAY | 28.05.22 | The Guardian 


THE AUTHOR'S PETS 


DON'T TELL ANYONE | DID 
SOMETHING NICE FOR YOU. 


DON’T YOU 
WANT IT TO 
GO WELL? 


| DO! BUT | GET 
MORE WALKS 
WHEN THINGS ARE 
GOING BADLY. 


SIMPLE: JUST KNOCK 
HER TEA SO IT GOES ALL 
OVER THE KEYBOARD. 


| COULDN'T DO THAT 
TO MY BEST FRIEND! 


Audiobook 
of the week 


Small Gods 
Terry Pratchett 
PENGUIN AUDIO, £31.99 


comic satire on religious 
A dogmatism first published in 

1992, Small Gods is set in the 
theocratic state of Omnia ina barren 
corner of Discworld ruled by the 
Quisition. There, the great god Om 
- who has accidentally assumed the 
shape ofa tortoise and lost his divine 
powers - has fallen to earth and landed 
in the Citadel’s vegetable garden. 

Om gets the attention of a novice 
monk named Brutha, seemingly the 
only one who can hear him, and sets 
about convincing him of his godliness. 
Meanwhile, Vorbis, the fearsome head 
of the Quisition, tricks Brutha into 
helping him track down the heretics 
who insist the world is flat and attached 
to the back of a turtle travelling through 
space. Brutha is persuaded to go on 
a journey to Ephebe, home toa 
community of philosophers, where 
Omnian soldiers ransack the city. 

The 13th book in the Discworld 
fantasy series, Small Gods is terrifically 
narrated by actor Andy Serkis who 
makes the most of Pratchett’s outre 
cast of characters, from Brutha, whose 
voice resembles “a disappointed 
vulture arriving too late at the dead 
donkey”, to Vorbis, whois givena 
pleasingly villainous drawl. Meanwhile, 
Bill Nighy pops up to read the late 
author’s famous footnotes and Peter 
Serafinowicz is the voice of Death. 
This is one of 40 new recordings of 
Pratchett’s books, which also include 
the Witches series, read by Indira 
Varma; the Death series, narrated by 
Fleabag’s Sian Clifford; and the Wizards 
series, voiced by Merlin’s Colin Morgan. 
Fiona Sturges 


Further listening 


Left on Tenth: 

A Second Chance at Life 

Delia Ephron 

PENGUIN AUDIO, 7HR 37MIN 

The author narrates her touching 
memoir about grief, illness and 
finding love in her 70s. 


The Paris Apartment 

Lucy Foley 

HARPERCOLLINS, 12HR 25MIN 

Anensemble cast including Clare 
Corbett, Daphne Kouma, Sofia 
Zervudachi and Julia Winwood read 
this murder-mystery set in a block 
of flats in the French capital. 


LYDIA GOLDBLATT/THE GUARDIAN 


THE BIG IDEA 


Could the greatest works of 
literature be undiscovered? 


Only a fraction of the world's stories have survived. 
What might we be missing, asks Laura Spinney 


HEN THE GREAT LIBRARY at 

Alexandria went up in flames, it 

is said that the books took six 

months to burn. We can’t know 

if this is true. Exactly how the 

library met its end, and whether 
it even existed, have been subjects of speculation for 
more than 2,000 years. For two millennia, we’ve been 
haunted by the idea that what has been passed down 
to us might not be representative of the vast corpus of 
literature and knowledge that humans have created. 
It’s a fear that has only been confirmed by new methods 
for estimating the extent of the losses. 

The latest attempt was led by scholars Mike 
Kestemont and Folgert Karsdorp. The Ptolemies who 
created the library at Alexandria had a suitably 
pharaonic vision: to bring every book that had ever 
been written under one roof. Kestemont and Karsdorp 
had amore modest goal - to estimate the survival rate 
of manuscripts created in different parts of Europe 
during the middle ages. 

Using a statistical method borrowed from ecology, 
called “unseen species” modelling, they extrapolated 
from what has survived to gauge how much hasn’t 
- working backwards from the distribution of 
manuscripts we have today in order to estimate what 
must have existed in the past. 

The numbers they published in Science magazine 
earlier this year don’t make for happy reading, but they 
corroborate figures arrived at by other methods. The 
researchers concluded that ahumbling 90% of medieval 
manuscripts preserving chivalricand heroicnarratives 
- those relating to King Arthur, for example, or Sigurd 


Illustration by Elia Barbieri 


(also known as Siegfried) - have gone. Of the stories 
themselves, about a third have been lost completely, 
meaning that no manuscript preserving them remains. 
The causes of loss were manifold, from fires and other 
disasters, to the decay or recycling of material on which 
texts were written, to censorship and corruption. 
Throughout history, the most destructive of these forces 
was probably fire - and not just in the western world. 
Michael Friedrich, a sinologist at the University of 
Hamburg in Germany, notes that the imperial library 
of China’s Han dynasty was largely destroyed by firein 
the first century AD, during a period of internal strife. 
When a later dynasty tried to send another imperial 
library by canaltoitsnewcapital, most ofthe shipssank. 
The largest repositories of books have always tended 
to form in centres of power, sometimes lending that 
power legitimacy, which makes them obvious targets 
during political upheaval, orjust collateral damage when 
regimes change. As Italian literary historian Luciano 
Canfora wrote in the 1980s, in The Vanished Library, 
the upshotisthat “what has come down tousis derived 
notfrom the great centres but from ‘marginal’ locations, 
such as convents, and from scattered private copies”. 


——=y 

Furtherreading — Shakespeare 

Three books for Lost 

j ays 

adeeper dive oll 
McInnis 
CAMBRIDGE, 
£29.99 


There’s yet another problem: the sheer volume of 
texts. When it comes to Indian and Buddhist traditions, 
for example, the number of ancient manuscripts that 
have survived but are yet to be studied has been 
estimated at around 10m, though Friedrich says he has 
seen estimates as high as 30m. There simply aren’t 
enough scholars with theright expertise, including the 
necessary language skills, to do the work. 

It’stempting tothinkthatafter the advent of movable- 
type printing, which happened in Europe in the 15th 
century (and centuries earlier in China), literary erosion 
might have slowed down, simply because churning out 
copies became easier. But David McInnisat the University 
of Melbourne says that’s not necessarily true. For one 
thing, accidents continued to happen, as when rioters 
vandalised London’s Cockpit theatre in 1617, starting a 
fire in which all the theatre’s playbooks were burned. 

McInnis estimates that the 543 plays that survive 
from 1576, when the first public theatres opened in 
London, to 1642, when the Puritans closed them, 
representa fraction ofall those produced. Another 744 
have been lost, and hundreds more were probably 
written to fill the repertory calendar, of which no trace 
remains. Some plays were translated into German and 
performed on the continent by travelling English 
players, including works by Shakespeare and Christopher 
Marlowe. At least one play written for the English 
theatre, whose author is unknown, only survives in 
German - The Comedy of Queen Esther and Haughty 
Haman - and there may be others. 

Unfortunately, we can’t console ourselves that the 
plays that do survive were necessarily the best, or at 
least the most popular. McInnis crunched the numbers 
based on the meticulous book-keeping of one London 
impresariointhe 1590s, Philip Henslowe, and drewthe 
following conclusion: “Lost plays performed at least 
as wellas, and usually better than, the plays that have 
survived. They are definitively not inferior, they were 
good money-makers, and they have been lost for a 
variety of reasons that aren’t attributable to quality.” 

In fact, literary historians tend to avoid the issue of 
quality altogether. The problem is that our criteria for 
judging literary talent have been shaped by the texts 
that have come down to us. Daniel Sawyer of Oxford 
University says there were certainly first-rate medieval 
writers in English whose works haven’t survived, but 
questions whether we would be equipped to judge 
those works, should any surface now. For English- 
speakers, Sawyer says, one writer casts a gigantic 
shadow over the rest: Shakespeare. Not only has heleft 
his fingerprints all over our language, but he is the 
reference to which all other writers are compared. 

Yet in his lifetime Shakespeare was respondingtoa 
richand varied literary ecosystem. His contemporaries 
also recognised other greats - including a poetnamed 
Thomas Watson whoselauded plays have almostallbeen 
lost. Who knows how we would judge Shakespeare - 
whomonecontemporary described as “Watson’s heir” 
- had the full spectrum of English literature from his 
time, or the eras before and after him, survived. Who 
might the giants of world literature be, if we knew just 
what those 30m Indian manuscripts contained, or if 
the millions of others that were burned or mouldered 
away had survived. Greatness may sometimes be lessa 


The Swerve The Woman 

Stephen Who 

Greenblatt Discovered 

VINTAGE, £12.99 Printing 
TH Barrett 
YALE, £17 


property of great minds than an accident of history. 
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Var 


PLATINUM 
SMART WASH 


Carpet Cleaner 


Kills over 99% of bacteria for 
a deep, antibacterial clean’. 


With next generation motion sense 
technology, the VAX SmartWash washes 
when pushed forwards and dries when pulled 
back - it’s effortlessly simple to use. Cleaning 
better than the UK’s leading rental*, it’s the 
smart solution to a deep clean. 


When life gets messy, get VAX 


Find out more at 


vax.co.uk 


tWhen used with VAX Platinum Antimicrobial solution, use biocides safely, always read the label & product information before use. 
*Cleaning effectiveness on carpet, tested according to IEC 62885-3:2014 part 5.2.1. For further information email claimsinfo@VAX.co.uk. 
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LIFESTYLE 


In lockdown, millions of 
women ditched the 
discomfort of a normal 
bra. But having breathed 
easy, will we ever go 
back? Plus, overleaf: the 
best ‘non-bra bras’ 


Words: Yasmina Floyer 
Photography: Kellie French 


t’s spring 2022. Running late for the 
school pickup is stressful at the best of 
times, let alone when you're not wearing 
a bra. IknewI could make it if Iran, but 
while I’m petite, I wear a D cup, so 
jogging along a main road mid-afternoon 
involved pinning my forearms to my 
chest like a T rex as if this was somehow 
less ridiculous than clutching my boobs. 
Everyone is looking at me, I thought. Everyone is 
looking at me and they know I’m not wearing a bra. 

Of course nobody noticed or cared whether I was 
wearing one, yet I continued to walk with my arms 
folded against my chest. Lockdown may have long 
lifted but my lockdown habits - which began with 
forgoing smart clothes, then tights and eventually, 
inevitably, underwired bras - persist. 

Back in spring 2020, with nowhere to go, I 
welcomed it. I can’t think of a single bra-wearing 
person who isn’t familiar with the stab of an 
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underwire gone rogue, having slipped the confines 
of its fabric. Or that urgent exhale that comes from 
unhooking a bra at the end of the day. Pre- 
pandemic, on rare evenings when I would forget to 
remove my bra, I’d be reminded of its presence viaa 
throbbing ache on my ribs, my body’s morse code 
alert that the bra had overstayed its welcome. But in 
the past few years, the closest I got to an actual bra 
was asports one. Is it any wonder that sales of them 
have risen so steeply that they’ve been added to the 
ONS’s measure of inflation? We may have returned 
to work, but the idea of returning to our 
underwireds feels like a step too far. 

For proof - if proof were needed - halfway 
through the pandemic, in October 2020, lingerie 
retailer Bravissimo reported a 30% drop in revenue. 
Data from global market research group NPD also 
confirmed that sales in women’s apparel in general 
were down in 2020 from April through to June, with 
bra sales alone seeing a 16% decrease. “Fashion 


~. 


¥ + 


doesn’t exist in a bubble; it looks at how people are 
living, what they’re consuming,” says Lauretta 
Roberts, co-founder of fashion news site 
theindustry.fashion. “People’s lifestyles change and 
fashion has to respond to that.” 

Of course, bras remain sacred to some women. 
Take Annette Whymark, 58, who works in film: she 
tells me she has never gone braless. “I’m not 
someone who could ever wear a top without one; I 
would feel too exposed.” But there are other women 
like me. Ashleigh Cunningham, 26, an art 
department assistant, size 32C, stopped wearinga 
bra over lockdown simply because she could: “I 
didn’t feel the need to be what society considers as 
presentable.” Like mine, Ashleigh’s shifting habits 
have bedded in: “Once everyone started going back 
to work again, I didn’t want to wear a bra. SoI wore 
little crop tops instead of a full underwire. I just find 
it more comfortable.” 

Some companies on the high street, suchas M&S 


and Cos, have responded by introducing bras that 
are neither traditional or sporty, just comfy. They 
tend to sit alongside pyjamas and loungewear, and 
come in unusual fabrics such as cashmere mix. 
They’re also sturdy enough to be worn alone (should 
you feel able). Other companies removed traditional 
bras altogether. Underwear brand Parade, for 
example, doesn’t feature a single underwired bra. 
The firm’s founder, Cami Téllez, started the 
company in response to shifting perceptions. “We 
know there are people who are still wearing 
underwire because they feel it has more support, or 
provides structure to a particular outfit, or because 
they feel their best wearing one,” she tells me. “So, 
it’s less about the death of the underwire, and more 
about offering an alternative.” 

Now, at 38, I’ve found my happy medium in 
bralettes - bras in spirit, just without the wires and 
the padding. I had always seen them as a young girl’s 
garment, made of flimsy fabric and lacking any 


supporting structure. Times have changed though, 
and I was pleasantly surprised to see thicker fabrics 
and adequate structuring. 

The ones I ordered online come in small, medium 
or large - no cup sizes - distancing them even 
further from “proper” underwear. What arrived was 
black velour, lace trim, plunging v-neck. A thick 
strap around the back and spaghetti straps on the 
shoulders, with more support than I expected. 

My daughter walked in when I was trying it on. As 
a teenager, she interpreted it as outerwear, and told 
mea member of the band Blackpink has the same 
“top”. replied that this was my underwear. “Oh,” 
she said. “Well, it’s pretty and makes a nice top.” 
Before I launched into a speech about appropriate 
clothing, I remembered that underwear as 
outerwear is not an unfamiliar concept to me; that 
when I was her age, in the 1990s, a black bra beneath 
a white school shirt, sans vest, was quite the craze. 

In primary school, aged nine, I remember the 


moment girls in my class got their first “training 
bra”. Iwas so envious - the idea that they got to 
wear a proto-bra to train their bodies for the real 
thing felt deeply solemn. And who can forget their 
first real bra, however embarrassing the experience? 
A couple of years later, my mum measured me by 
sight - 30B - and left a dark red bra with a thin lace 
trim on my bed. 

Swapping the bobbling cotton of my crop top, 
which went on over my head like a vest, for the silky 
fabric and hook-and-eye fastening of my first bra felt 
like crossing a threshold into womanhood. With it 
on, Istood a little straighter, finally experiencing 
what it was like to fit in. That was until PE class later 
that week, when I undid my shirt and was met with 
stares, all the other girls whispering and pointing in 
their brilliant white bras. 

I’ve rarely taken my bra off in the 25 years since. 
Asa teenager, I even remember sleeping in mine for 
fear of having “saggy tits” - like Amy in Little 
Women sleeping with a peg on her nose to coax it 
into a more attractive shape. 

Then I got pregnant, aged 24, and as my body 
stretched and swelled, the idea of not wearing a bra 
was unthinkable. Once the baby was born and I was 
breastfeeding, I leaned towards unwired maternity 
bras so as not to damage my milk ducts. I was 
grateful for nursing bras, and their much-needed 
support, click clasps and attempt (albeit futile) to 
prevent a wet patch spreading across every top I 
wore, but [hated their sexless efficiency. When the 
time came to swap feeding bras for regular ones, I 
couldn’t wait to feel more myself again, but post- 
nursing deflation was not something I was taught 
about in antenatal class. The fat stores in your breasts 
are depleted, the health visitor told me. They may or 
may not return to pre-pregnancy shape and size. Try 
buying a smaller size. Just as my body stretched, 
sagged, shrunk, so too did my bras. Inow suspect 
this planted a seed. 

For Téllez, it’s about choice: “I know some 
people who never wear a bra and I know others who 
wear one to sleep. It all comes down to how 
comfortable you are and how good you feel - and it 
may bea different garment every day. During the 
pandemic, we saw a swing towards the mass 
casualisation of apparel, based on comfort and 
value. That’s not going to change, but it will adapt 
as the world opens up again.” 

Working from home, as I do most days, I still 
dress ina uniform of sports bra and leggings. And I 
would sooner throw on a fitted hoodie anda nice 
pair of trainers for the school run than change back 
into an underwire. 

Recently, though, I wore a fitted dress with a high 
neck to a book launch. I knew ’d be ina room 
almost entirely filled with people I didn’t know, and 
I wanted to feel confident, or at least comfortable. 
On that occasion, only an underwired bra would do. 
And as the weather changes, and our shoulders and 
collarbones emerge from hibernation, I know (deep 
down) that the thick straps of sports bras simply 
won’t cut it with a strappy dress or vest top. But 
until then, I’ll enjoy my freedom. 
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Support work 
Bra-tops and 
bralettes - all 
underwire-free 


1 Purple lace bra-top 
Soft-cup made from 
stretch lace 


£50 BY HANKY PANKY FROM 
MATCHESFASHION.COM 


2 Pale pink bra-top 
Recycled nylon-mix 
mesh in triangle shape 
£19, COSSTORES.COM 


3 Floral bra-top 

Silk-mix floral, available in 
nine colours 

£22.50, MARKSANDSPENCER.COM 


4 Floral bamboo bralette 
Made from bamboo and 
organic cotton jersey 
£16.95, WEARETHOUGHT.COM 


5 Green crop top 
Seam-free in six colours 
(pictured: gasoline green) 
£24.95, GAP.CO.UK 


6 Beige soft-cup bra 
Lightly ribbed, made 
from organic cotton 
£40 BY BASERANGE FROM 
NET-A-PORTER.COM 


7 Black pull-on bra 
Seamless, made from 
soft jersey 

£19, ARKET.COM 


8 Printed bralette 
Made from recycled 
polyester lace 

£16, WEEKDAY.COM 


9 Wireless bralette 
With removable 
soft cups 

£19.90, UNIQLO.COM 


10 Red lace 

Wire-free and made from 
recycled knitted lace 
£58, DORALARSEN.COM 


11 Blue yoga bra 
Seamless with removable 
cups 

£45, SWEATYBETTY.COM 


12 Skin tone bra-top 
Mesh-lined and available 
in nine shades 

£32, SKIMS.COM 
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MATCHMAKING GUARDIAN READERS SINCE 2009 
‘Twas so engrossed, I leaned over the 
candle and my sleeve caught fire’ 
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| 
Jemma 
31, gardener 


What were you hoping for? 
Aninteresting and fun chat with 
someone new. 


First impressions? 
Smart, well dressed, polite... 


What did you talk about? 

Our travels. Food. Animals (we both 
got a bit excited over Attenborough!). 
Places we’ve lived. TV shows. 


Any awkward moments? 

I got so engrossed in the conversation I 
leaned over the candle and my shirt 
sleeve went up in flames. Waiters came 
over to put it out! Strange thing was, I 
was just telling a story about setting 
myself on fire doing a kids’ science 
show! Luckily, Pietro found it funny. 


Good table manners? 
Yes. 


Best thing about Pietro? 

He was very interesting and hada 
great sense of humour. I really enjoyed 
talking to him and conversation 
flowed naturally. We got along great! 


Would you introduce Pietro to 

your friends? 

Yes, in fact he reminded me of a few of 
them. I think they’d get on well. 


Describe Pietro in three words 
Intelligent, interesting, funny. 


What do you think he made of you? 
Crazy, chatty, entertaining ... 


Did you go on somewhere? 
We couldn’t as [had to run off to catch 
my last train. We needed more time. 


And... did you kiss? 

No, it was a brief goodbye, but he 
chased after me to give me the 
takeaway pavlova to eat on the train. 
Very chivalrous of him. 


If you could change one thing about 
the evening what would it be? 

I’d say not setting my favourite shirt 
on fire. Also, that there had beena 
later last train so we could have had 
more time together. 


Marks out of 10? 
8. 


Would you meet again? 
Yes, we still had lots to chat about! 


_ 
Pietro 
25, PhD student 


What were you hoping for? 
To meet someone interesting. 


First impressions? 

She was immediately friendly and 
talkative, maybe nervous, but she 

made it very easy to start chatting. 


What did you talk about? 

Climate change. How to swear in 
Italian. Getting lost in London and 
Bulgaria without a phone. How Kesha 
ruined The Simpsons. Future plans. 


Any awkward moments? 

Five minutes after she’d told me how 
she set herself on fire for a children’s 
science show, her sleeve caught fire. 


Good table manners? 

Perfectly good. Responsible enough to 
ask the waiter for a quieter table, 
which got usa nice upgrade toa booth. 


Best thing about Jemma? 
She seems to have a big love for life 
andis very adventurous. 


Would you introduce her to 
your friends? 
To the nice ones, yes. 


Describe Jemma in three words 
Capable, experienced, approachable. 


What do you think she made of you? 
A bit young, soft spoken, and nerdy; 
but hopefully nice and interesting. 


Did you go on somewhere? 
Sadly, she had a train to catch, so our 
time was cut short. 


And... did you kiss? 
No. I don’t think I would do that ona 
first date. 


If you could change one thing about 
the evening what would it be? 

I would have done a brisk walk instead 
of arun after Jemma to give her the 
pavlova. I think it may have got a bit 
scrambled. 


Marks out of 10? 
9. Unforgettable. 


Would you meet again? 
Absolutely. 


Jemma and Pietro ate at The Gun, 
Spitalfields, London E1. Fancy a blind 
date? Email blind.date@theguardian.com 
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My first 
MRI. Can I 
manage 
not to hit 
the panic 
button? 


Tim Dowling 
On modern life 


ven though they sent me 
a map of the hospital 
with an arrow pointing 
to where I’m supposed 
to end up, nothing about 
where I’m heading looks 
right to me. I’ve gone round the back 
of the whole building, past lines of 
parked cars, towards a section of the 


complex that appears to be abandoned. 


There are no walkways. There aren’t 
any people either, but then it is early: 
not yet 7.30am. 

Eventually I find a small sign that 
says Community MRI Hub, pointing 
towards two doors. Nothing happens 
when I ring the bell next to the first 
door, so I enter the second one, where 
I find a receptionist at a small table. 

“It’s the other door,” she says. I’m 
sure this is not her only role. 

I’m hoping they know I’m coming, 
because I’m not entirely clear why I’m 
here. The ear doctor I saw a week ago 
ordered an MRI of my internal 
auditory meatus, but I haven’t yet 
looked up what that is, and I don’t 
know what he might be either hoping 
or dreading to find in it. 

The technician in charge is 
primarily concerned with whether 
I might have metal in my body that 
could get pulled out of me by the 
powerful magnets of the machine. 

“Any bullets or shrapnel?” she asks. 

“No,” I say. 

“Do you get claustrophobic?” 

At this point I notice that my heart 
is pounding. I’ve never been in an MRI 
machine before, and I suddenly realise 
I have been deliberately not thinking 
about the prospect in order to trick 
myself into turning up. 

“lm,” Isay. Nothing else comes out 
for a while. The technician waits. 


Edith Pritchett On millennial life 


“Mildly apprehensive,” I say, finally. 
I think: wow, my heart is really 
thudding. 

“Well, the machines area little 
bigger inside than they used to be,” 
she says. “And a bit quicker. We should 
have you out in about 20 minutes.” 

“OK,” I say, thinking: 20 minutes 
seems like along time to spendina 
magnetic coffin. 

“But it’s important that you keep 
very still, and that you don’t swallow 
when the machine is going.” 

I’m given earplugs, and headphones 
to wear over them. A bulb is placed in 
my hand that I’m supposed to squeeze 
if I start freaking out - a panic button. 
I’malso wearing some kind of hat with 
an angled mirror on it soI can see 
forward while lying down, iron-lung- 
style. After telling me something 
Ican’t hear, they slide mein. 

I try to calm the thudding of my 
heart because I can feel it making my 
head move, but it’s no use. I’ve spent 
too little time training myself to 
endure confined spaces to know what 
works and what doesn’t. Closing my 
eyes is bad; trying to imagine myself 
anywhere other than where I am is 
also bad. Telling myself that my fear 
is entirely unnecessary - nothing 
terrible is happening to you: it’s just 


Closing my eyes is 
bad; trying to imagine 
myself anywhere 
other than where I 
am is also bad 


SICK 


a bit snug in here - proves deeply 
counterproductive. 

The machine is extremely noisy 
even with the ear defenders, and the 
pounding becomes increasingly 
polyrhythmic, as if more than one 
person is repairing the machine while 
I’m init. I listen to that for a while, and 
relax a little. Then I think: oh my God, 
did you just swallow? 

In the end, because they’re 
concentrating on my head, Iam never 
totally entombed - my elbows stay 
outside the machine. But I don’t know 
this beforehand. Every time the 
conveyor belt nudges me an inch 
further in, Ithink: oh no. 

When it’s all over I collect my things 
from the little locker they assigned 
me. I feel, in some small way, forever 
diminished. 

“You’re back already?” my wife 
says when she finds me sitting in the 
kitchen. “How was it?” 

“Tt’s not a ride I would choose to go 
on again,” I say. “But hey, it was free.” 

“Did you panic?” she says. 

“Absolutely,” I say, “but it turns out 
Iam able to panic and follow orders at 
the same time.” 

“T think I would probably panic,” 
she says. 

“Hard to tell,” I say. “I know people 
who pushed the button straight away, 
and people who found it soothing.” 

“But everything was OK?” she says. 

“T have no idea,” I say. This is the 
first time all morning I’ve considered 
the possibility they might have found 
something awry deep inside my head. 

“What did they say?” my wife asks. 
Ihave to think about this for a minute 
- my memories of the whole episode 
are patchy and disjointed. 

“They said, you’re free to go.” 
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You be 
the judge 


Should my 
flatmate iron 
and fold the 


laundry? 


Interviews: Georgina Lawton 


nr 

The prosecution 

Rita 

Zara shoves towels into 
drawers and most of her 
clothes are crumpled. 
It’s madness 


I’ve lived with Zara for six years. We 
met at university and moved in 
together after graduating. She’s far 
messier than me. Living together, I’ve 
noticed she hasn’t learned how to fold 
clothes and put things away without 
crumpling them. 

Zara doesn’t fold anything - she 
crams. She has done this ever since I’ve 
known her. Tea towels will be shoved 
into drawers, completely crumpled. In 
her room, Zara hangs up a few key 
items, but if you open her drawers it’s 
total chaos. Most of her clothes remain 
eternally crumpled. She refuses to fold 
pyjamas, vest tops and underwear. She 
doesn’t even pair up her socks! She 
says: “What’s the point, my socks are 
all white so! can just grab any two.” 

I think it’s madness to live in sucha 
disorganised way. I find folding clothes 
quite therapeutic. I’m not extreme, but 
I do keep things in order. Tidy room, 
tidy mind. I also iron my bedsheets 
and some of our shared items like 
cushion covers and bath mats. Zara 
says it’s a waste of time. But Ilike 
things to be crispy and creaseless, 
especially ifthey are on display. 

When we went on holiday recently, 
the baggage allowance was small, so 
we decided to split one large suitcase. 
We argued about how to pack before 
we left. I prefer to use packing cubes 
- they’re these little fabric pouches 
that help you organise your items and 
save you space. I bought enough cubes 
for both of us, but Zara refused to try 
them. I watched her roll up towels and 
bikinis and say that “would do”. On 
the way back, she had loads of dirty 
clothes that she chucked in with our 
remaining clean ones. Using packing 
cubes would have been more hygienic. 
Her method also took up more space 
and was less efficient. 

I don’t mind if Zara refuses to fold 
things at home as long as she makes an 
effort with my stuff or our shared items. 
The tea towels and bathroom towels 
need to be folded after washing because 
they look messy and otherwise remain 
crinkled for ages. We aren’t at uni any 
more - I think Zara needs to grow up. 


The defence 

Zara 

Life is short - why waste 
time arranging your 
underwear and ironing 
the towels? 


I don’t think my resistance to ironing 
sheets or folding my clothes makes me 
an untidy or slovenly person. If 
anything, it makes me an efficient 
one. Life is short, so why waste time 
arranging underwear drawers or 
ironing things that are meant to be 
crumpled, like towels? 

If it’s a work blazer or a good dress, 
I'd give it a quick iron and then hang it 
up. But towels and bath mats, which 
are usually wet and washed frequently, 
definitely don’t need to be ironed - or 
even folded. After washing towels I 
just chuck them in the drawer because 
we go through them so quickly. There’s 
no need to fold them. And no one sees 
them until they are being used, and by 
that point they’re dirty again. 

I don’t iron my bed sheets as they 
go straight on the bed, or waste time 
folding elastic things that don’t crease, 
like gym wear. It’s common sense. Rita 
makes out that not ironing and folding 
things makes me aslob, but I don’t like 
to waste energy. My underwear drawer 
is chaos to her but to me it’s a symbol 
of my freedom - I’m free because I 
don’t spend time ironing and folding 
things that nobody really sees. 

When we went on holiday, I had the 
idea to share one large suitcase instead 
of paying for two medium ones. It 
helped us save money, and was a great 
plan until Rita tried to force me to pack 
my halfthe way she wanted with these 
silly cubes. They were impractical. You 
had to fold the items to put them in the 
cube. Then arrange the cubes in the 
case. What’s the point? 

Rita got irritated that I just wanted 
to chuck my stuff in the case. She was 
like: “Oh, but ’ve bought these for you 
and it will keep everything neat.” I did 
appreciate the gesture but I’m sure 
that my method saved more time. 

I definitely won’t be folding our 
shared items in our flat. I like to keep 
it tidy but I’m not anal. And no one has 
ever come around and said: “Wow, the 
place looks great but your bath mat 
hasn’t been ironed.” Nobody cares. 
Rita needs to relax and focus on the 
bigger things in life. 


Illustration: Joren Joshua 


———==— 
The jury 
of Guardian readers 


Should Zara iron and fold the laundry? 


Zara is still behaving like a student. 
Her reasoning that life is short is a 
poor excuse. It takes little time to fold, 
and folding reduces the need to iron. 
Jeannie, 63 


Yes, life is too short to iron thongs 

and bath mats, and ironing towels just 
takes away their fluffiness - and we 

all need some fluffiness in our lives. 
But not folding them? That’s pure 
laziness. Zara is guilty. 

Sandra, 61 


I’m with Zara on this, although she isn’t 
completely innocent. There’s nothing to 
say that folding “has to be done” - that’s 
just Rita’s preference. I think Rita needs 
to relax, but Zara needs to compromise 
when it comes to shared items. 

Declan, 27 


Living together involves compromise, 
and respecting another’s approach 
means respecting the other person. I’ve 
been with my partner for 25 years and 
his side of the bedroom is messy with 
clothes in piles. If I care about shared 
things, Imake them look better, but I 
don’t complain. 

John, 58 


While Rita is extreme in her desire for 
order - nothing can convince me that 
ironing a bath mat is a worthwhile 
pursuit - I think Zara is guilty. She says 
she wants to focus on the big things, but 
friendship is a big thing. If folding 
shared towels and packing a suitcase 
tidily makes her friend happier and 
more comfortable, that’s a worthwhile 
way to spend a few extra minutes. 
Rosie, 30 


THE VERDICT 


Yes Zara should fold the laundry 3 


No Zara doesn’t need to fold the laundry 2 


You've heard the cases, 

now you decide... 

Scan to vote on this week's dispute, 
share your own, or be one of the jury 


My teenage 
son is being 
exposed to 
porn. Should 
I discuss it 
with him? 


Ask 
Annalisa Barbieri 


Ihave a 13-year-old boy who has just 
started going through puberty, and is 
becoming more exposed to the topic 
of pornography and harmful language 
about women. 

Iunderstand his curiosity, and that 
an interest in porn is natural, but 
apart from discussing it with him, 
how can I ensure that when he 
eventually goes looking for porn, the 
porn he is exposed to is safe and not 
using “dangerous” language towards 
women? Are there any safe spaces or 
sites I can show him to prevent this 
from happening? 

He is alovely boy and I’d hate to see 
him affected by what he finds, simply 
because of society’s inability to tackle 
this subject appropriately. 


Where is he being exposed to this? At 
school? With friends? It may be worth 
talking to the school if that’s where he’s 
viewing it. Incredibly, there isn’t a law 
about the minimum age someone can 
watch legal porn. (It’s a criminal offence 
for an adult to expose someone under 
18 to porn and an offence for anyone to 
have extreme porn in their possession, 
or anything involving children.) 

When I started doing this column I 
resolved to give realistic rather than 
facile advice, so one has to be realistic: 


porn exists and education is key. It’s 
great you are so alert to this. Somany 
parents think it’s only other people’s 
children who access porn, but research 
shows otherwise. I think porn should 
be talked about as part of sex education 
and these conversations should start, 
in an age-appropriate way, at home. 

Iconsulted accredited (UKCP and 
COSRT) sexual and relationship 
psychotherapist Silva Neves, who 
advised you to “focus on porn literacy 
rather than what’s bad or wrong, 
healthy or unhealthy. Not being pro or 
anti-porn has been shown to be the 
best stance to have for young people, 
so you don’t encourage them, nor 
shame them. Young people are always 
curious because there’s not enough 
sex education, so their inclination can 
be to go to porn to find out about sex.” 
Neither of us recommends you provide 
your son with material, though. 

Neves also advised talking to your 
son only if you felt able; if you get 
embarrassed, he will pick up on this, 
then may never ask you again. We’ve 
come up with some sites, below, that 
may help facilitate the conversation. 

“Porn,” says Neves, “is adult 
entertainment designed for people 
mature enough to watch it [18 plus] as 
an aid to masturbation. Porn isn’t 
education - it’s about making profit.” 

Neves adds you could also 
emphasise that porn is not real life. It’s 
important that boys understand that if 
they see violence and coercion towards 
women in porn, that is led by the men 
filming it, not the women themselves. 

If you respond to these queries 
calmly and factually, hopefully your 
son will know he can revisit them if he 
sees something which confuses him. It 
sounds like you have a good 
relationship, but atime may come 
when he is more comfortable talking 
to his dad or another male figure. 

“The porn that’s freely available,” 
says Neves, “is often about what men 
do to women, and how long 
penetration lasts. It’s all fake. It’s 
unlikely to be ethical porn, or porn in 
which different body types are shown. 
There are also conversations to be had 
about consent.” 

If your son sees anything he doesn’t 
like, remind him that he doesn’t have 
to watch it. That’s being responsible 
about what feeds into your brain. Read 
more at bishuk.com or sites.bu.edu. 


If you would like advice on a family 
matter, please email ask.annalisa@ 
theguardian.com. See gu.com/letters- 
terms for terms and conditions 
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Showing 
your midriff 
is back - but 
it's now more 
Beyoncé 
than Britney 


Jess Cartner-Morley 
On trends 


tstarted, as things often do 
these days, at the gym. Bare 
midriff mania, I mean. A few 
years ago I noticed that the 
women around me started 
showing up to classes in leggings 
and just a sports bra, or just a crop top. 
Just like that, the vests that used to go 
over the sports bra had ... vanished. 
Mysterious, I thought. I mean, it’s 
not asif it was high summer or 
anything. There was, to my knowledge, 
no national shortage of tank tops. 
Everything was the same, except that 
there was bare skin where the bottom 
half of'a T-shirt usually goes. And this 
wasn’t just about the impulse to flex 
the flattest and most toned abdomens. 
What intrigued me was that these 
women weren’t sucking their tummies 
in, or covertly side-eyeing their 
reflection every two minutes. A midriff 
gap had begun to look almost normal. 
Well, it most definitely is now; the 
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top and bottom halves of an outfit are 
no longer required to meet. In fact, it’s 
considered much smarter if they don’t. 
What began in the changing room 
quickly took over the red carpet, where 
anaked midsection has become the 
modern cleavage, with Zendaya the 
Sophia Loren de nos jours. (Cleavage 
now being terribly 20th-century.) 
Gwyneth Paltrow was an early 
adopter here, pioneering the visible 
sliver of tummy. (I’m pretty sure I 
could recognise her belly buttonina 
lineup.) The modern midriff gap sits 
about six inches higher than the 
exposed tummies of the Britney era. 
Where 1990s low-rise jeans exposed 
skin southwards from the waist, as low 
as your knicker elastic, the 21st- 
century take rises up from your waist. 
The queen of this - and of much 
more besides, of course - is Beyoncé. I 
would argue that Beyoncé in a pencil 
skirt and cropped T-shirt, accessorised 


with cat-eye shades and a towering 
sandal, is the ultimate Beyoncé. This 
was what she wore through most of 
2013 - which was also, fact fans, the 
year that Bey came up with the trick of 
surprise-dropping a whole album out 
of nowhere. In other words, 2013 
Beyoncé essentially set the rules for 
how we live now. 

Mere mortals can never hope to look 
like Beyoncé, but she made the bare 
midriff a possibility for bodies beyond 
the pre-pubescent sylphs who had 
previously been the only creatures 
confident to go there. And what 
warmed up on the red carpet and 
gathered speed on the treadmill has 
now become part of everyday life. The 
rise of tracksuit bottoms, which were a 
teen staple before 2020 but exploded 
into a universal uniform in lockdown, 
were a key factor in lopping the bottom 
few inches off our tops. It is impossible 
to tuck anything into tracksuit 


The kissing crop is 
a two-piece that 
almost meets in 


the middle - like 
an air kiss, darling 


bottoms with even a semblance of an 
elegant silhouette. A drawstring waist 
will always look best with bare skin, so 
the most streamlined summer pairing 
for trackie bottoms is an abbreviated 
tank or cropped hoodie. 

And now proof that the bare midriff 
has been mainstreamed for summer 
2022 has landed, at Boden. The home 
of pretty, wearable, unapologetically 
grown-up holiday dressing has come 
up with what its designers call the 
“kissing crop”. This two-piece almost 
meets in the middle - like drapes, or an 
air kiss, darling - giving the merest 
suggestion of bare skin without 
requiring you to freeze your kidneys. 
Boden’s Cropped Cotton Top and 
Lorna Tiered Maxi Skirt usherina 
genteel new era for the midriff gap. 

The midriff gap has downsized, and 
is coming to a holiday wardrobe near 
you. And witha kissing crop, you 
won’t even need to hold your breath. 


Photography: Suki Dhandaa. Styling: Melanie Wilkinson 
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Here are my 
favourite 
products for 
on-the-go 
sunscreen 
top-ups 


Sali Hughes 
On beauty 


magine you’re attending a 

summer wedding or sports 

day, or just planning a trip to 

the park or beer garden. You 

have slathered on a generous 

layer of SPF and feel smugly 
well prepped against sunburn and 
premature ageing. 

What you may not realise is that 
you’re good only for the next two 
hours. Depending on which study you 
believe - from the US’s Johns Hopkins 
medical school to the NHS - sunscreen 
should be reapplied every 120-180 
minutes if it is to continue to be 
effective. As with much medical 
advice (your five-a-day fruit and 
vegetables, for one), this rule is 
scientifically sound - but is it remotely 
likely that people are going follow it to 
the letter? 

It’s one thing to keep layering on 
the SPF when you’re lying on a remote 
beach, but quite another to bother 


doing it on home soil when wearing 
proper clothes and carefully applied 
makeup. This is why, as acommitted 
but always pragmatic sunscreen 
wearer, I start with lotion and pack an 
invisible touch-free SPF for over- 
makeup top-ups. 

My favourite is Ambre Solaire 
sensitive hydrating face sun cream 
mist, a mere £6.50. I know I’ve 
mentioned it previously, but it bears 
repeating because it remains the best, 
most bargainous and indispensable 
product any makeup-wearing person 
could buy. 

It mists imperceptibly over even a 
full face of makeup, adding a veil of 
hyaluronic acid-laden hydration, and 
an SPF of 50. The small aluminium can 
also fits into a smallish handbag, so 
one need never compromise on safety 
for the sake of convenience. 

For oily skins, La Roche Posay’s 
Anthelios anti-shine sun protection 


Photography: Lacie 
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invisible SPF50+ face mist, at £14, is 
the same brilliant idea but leaves a 
more matte finish (there’s also a kids’ 
version). This can obviously be used 
for the whole family, but it also makes 
the ideal choice for adults with 
sensitive skins. Anyone with easily 
irritated skin should head to the 
children’s aisle in general. 

Newer to the market is (Re)Setting 
100% mineral powder SPF30 PA+++, 
£28, by terrific suncare brand 
Supergoop! (not to be confused with 
Gwyneth Paltrow’s wellness empire). 
Unlike the others, this is a loose, 
twist-up, non-irritating face powder 
that can be fluffed on generously and 
regularly over your base layer 
sunscreen and makeup. 

I had been expecting it to look 
rather dusty and cakey as the day wore 
on, but it stayed light and fresh - and 
doubled successfully as a mattifier on 
a sweaty nose. 


Anita Bhagwandas 
DIY trends on trial 
Can you make 
perfume from kitchen 
cupboard vanilla? 


The hack 

Can you make perfume from the sort 
of vanilla you keep in your kitchen? A 
bottle of extract, or even a simple 
vanilla pod? 


The promise 

Designer scents can be costly. So is the 
hack of making your own fragrance 
using vanilla essence or fresh vanilla 
pods genius? 


The test 

The first method does require a little 
bit of patience. Take one vanilla bean 
pod, chop it up and add it to a jar with 
four tablespoons of a light carrier oil 
(such as sunflower or grapeseed). 
Leave it somewhere dark for two 
weeks to infuse, then strain out the 
bits. You should be left with a sweet- 
smelling oil to which you can add 
other essential oils, such as bergamot 
and cedarwood. 

I kept mine single-noted and 
instead of the recommended spray 
bottle, opted for a glass rollerball. It 
smelled lovely, but the scent didn’t last 
long. For the next attempt, I went allin 
to see if pure vanilla extract - straight 
from the baking cupboard - might 
work better. I applied that to my skin 
directly, but it smelled a little bitter 
and evaporated quickly. 


The verdict 

Asa perfume, it’s ano, simply because 
it doesn’t last. Still, I used the rest of 
the oil blend as ascented bath oil-a 
nice win. 
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Aneglected Georgian 
fisherman's cottage on 
the Kent coast has been 
revived with authentic 
materials for modern life 


Real 
Deal 


Words: Kate Jacobs 
Photography: Amit Lennon 


t wasn’t Deal’s beach or pretty back 
streets that made Miria and Tom Harris 
want to buy a home there, but the Kent 
town’s butcher, fishmonger and deli. 

“We'd been looking for ages, mostly 
around Whitstable, but nothing felt 
right,” says Miria, a garden designer. But 
she knew the specialist food shops 
would be important to her chef- 
restaurateur husband. A bunch of virtual viewings 
later, they came upon a tiny, Georgian fisherman’s 
cottage in Deal’s old town, between the beach and 
the high street with its independent shops. 

The house had been rented out for years. “It had 
been messed about with and was ina sorry state,” 
says Tom. But many features, including the 
inglenooks and original staircase, had survived. The 
stairs wrap around an old ship’s mast that runs up 
through the house like a spine. “It’s an incredible use 
of the narrow space: the whole staircase is almost 
sculptural, and you can see where the lime-and- 
horsehair plaster has been shaped by another human 
hand, 300 years ago,” he says. 

Renovating a Grade II-listed property comes with 
challenges. “We were allowed to update the kitchen 
and bathroom, but there were weird things we 
couldn’t do, like change the 1990s skirting boards,” 
says Miria. One of the couple’s main goals was to 
create a “healthy” home: they avoided “modern” 
materials suchas PVA glue, cement and MDF, using 
locally sourced timber and lime instead. 

“We haven’t interfered with the proportions, the 
original features or the fabric of the building. Where 


86 | SATURDAY | 28.05.22 | The Guardian 


we’ve had to repair or add, we’ve used things like 
lime putty instead of gypsum. We wouldn’t have 
bought a Georgian house if we weren’t interested in 
engaging, and loving all the old parts,” says Miria. 

In the living room, concrete had been laid at some 
point, with a cheap engineered floor on top; the lack 
of air circulation had caused damp. “We laid 
Georgian pitch pine floorboards, with gaps so the air 
can circulate, and the damp is gone,” says Tom. 

Where new features have been added, such as the 
kitchen panelling and hand rails custom-made by 
designer David Blair Ross, they give a contemporary 
nod to existing features. “The hand rails are 
cylindrical, and oak, echoing the timber mast, while 
the panelling has similar dimensions to the 
fragments of existing panelling that survive,” says 
Tom. “The timber window shutters are simple and 
unembellished, in a classic Georgian style.” 

The couple took the same approach to the paints, 
opting for linseed- and water-based products and 
limewash. “It’s all about avoiding plastic-y paints, 
and allowing the house to breathe,” says Miria. The 
whole house has been limewashed in “Mallorca”, a 
pale grey by Bauwerk, which acts as a foil for the 
colour-blocking the couple have added throughout 
- each room assigned its own splash of colour. 

“The sun comes up over the sea to create an 
amazing morning light here in Deal, and the colours 
we ended up choosing reflect the coastal sunrise: 
teal, coral, orange and yellow. It really connects you 
with what’s happening on the beach,” says Miria. 

As well as being co-owner of the Marksman pub in 
east London, with a new central London restaurant 
in the pipeline, Tom is the main cook at home, so had 
strong views on the kitchen he wanted. He has 
ditched the fitted kitchen format in favour ofa 
freestanding island and shelving unit by Italian 
modular kitchen company Fantin. The old inglenook 
now houses the pantry and white goods, behind 
panelled doors. The dining area has a bespoke timber 
table, again by David Blair Ross, with a banquette 
designed by Miria and made by a local joiner. “We 
wanted an open-plan social space. For us, food and 
dining are central components of home,” says Tom. 

Many houses in Deal’s old town have no outdoor 
space, but this one has a small courtyard garden. “It 
makes such a difference,” says Miria, “although the 
beach is our main outside space.” 

Miria’s father was a New Zealander and she was 
fascinated to discover that on returning from his 
antipodean voyage, Captain James Cook went ashore 
at Deal, bringing countless new plants collected by a 
group of passionate botanists on board. Nodding to 
her own heritage and Deal’s history, Miria has 
planted vintage and handmade pots with species 
from the southern hemisphere, including tree ferns, 
Dicksonia antartica, grasses and a cordyline palm, 
which gives the house its name, Cordyline Cottage. 

While the couple wanted to celebrate the age of the 
house, they were keen to bring in some modern 
touches, with furniture and lighting from the 60s, 70s 
and 80s - such as the Bruno Rey dining chairs anda 
Vico Magistretti lamp - as well as contemporary 
pieces like the sofa, by the Bouroullec brothers. 

The healthy home ethos extends to the smallest 
details, with wool-filled cushions and organic cotton 
bedlinen, “We didn’t want wellbeing to be just a 
gloss here; it had to be integrated at every level. 
Being here is a restorative experience.” 


Above, a vintage map 

of New Zealand's North 
Island above twin beds; 
left, staircase and living 
room hearthstone painted 
in Tea with Florence by 
Little Greene, chosen by 
daughter Peggy 


Left, Bruno Rey dining 
chairs and green Pascal 
Mourgue Calin Pillow 
chair; below, cupboard 
doors in the couple's 
bedroom in Monteleone 
paint by Brouns & Co 


Above, owners Miria and 
Tom Harris outside 
Cordyline Cottage; below, 
the inglenook in son 
Carter's bedroom, with 
cupboard in Withering 
Scorn paint by Colour 
Makes People Happy 
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From Millport’s Crocodile Rock to Whitley Bay's 
Spanish City, six authors revel in the enduring 
old-fashioned charm of British seaside resorts 


Why we still 
love to be beside 
the seaside 
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Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear 

It has a wide sweep of beach perfect 
for building sandcastles 

Dawn on the east coast is special. The 
sun rises over the sea and whether it’s 
midwinter with frost on the sand or 
midsummer when it hardly seems to 
get dark at all, there’s a glory to it. It’s 
worth celebrating. Cullercoats, the 
little cove to the south of Whitley Bay, 
is sheltered and contained. People swim 
at dawn and practise yoga. Whitley is 
that sort of place now: arty and liberal. 

When my kids were little, we lived 
ina village a little way inland. We went 
into Whitley for shopping but not to 
play on the beach. The seafront was 
tacky then: the fairground at Spanish 
City on its last legs, the clubs and bars 
attracted stag dos. 

But it has reinvented itself as a place 
for family holidays. It has a wide sweep 
of beach perfect for building 
sandcastles. Cullercoats hosts paddle- 
boarding and kayaking - you can hire 
both in the village and take lessons. 


I work early, and by mid-morning 
I’m ready to stretch my legs and head 
for coffee. If the weather’s good, I'll get 
a takeaway at Di Meo’s hut on the 
seafront, siton a bench and watch the 
big ships making their way to the Tyne. 

A longer walk takes me to the tidal 
island of Saint Mary’s to look at the 
seals. My grandchildren have had 
birthday parties at the visitor centre 
there. They go pond-dipping with the 
rangers, and back at the centre they 
identify the contents of the nets before 
they devour the cake. The most 
energetic can climb to the top of the 
lighthouse for a spectacular view. 

I often take visitors for a fancy 
afternoon tea in the newly refurbished 
dome. Spanish City was built in 1910 (a 
replica apparently of some unnamed 
town on the Mediterranean) and 
attracted thousands, the holiday park 
of its time. Its crowning drama was the 
dome, which fell into disrepair in the 
1990s. Now restored, it’s as grand asit 
ever was. There’s a champagne bar, a 
fine-dining restaurant and, on the 
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ground floor, fish and chips - so 
something for everyone. 

On weekend evenings, there’s stilla 
pub crawl of sorts along Park View, 
Whitley’s main street. But thisisa 
promenade not a stagger, and idlers 
are drinking cocktails and cava, not 
brown ale. The Guardian once named 
Park View one of the best shopping 
streets in the UK. The locals were 
astonished, but they’re getting used 
to the idea. 

Ann Cleeves, author of the Vera 
Stanhope novels and The Rising Tide 
(out in September) 
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Millport, Firth of Clyde 

Wed sit in the heat and look at the 
seals lolling on the tiny islands 
offshore 

To return, year upon year, to the same 
seaside town is to lay down layers of 
memory so that, as you stroll along the 
beach, you are passing over the 
remembered joys of the past. This is 
true, for me, of Millport - although I 
also go for the ice-cream. 

It should be bought from the Ritz 
Cafe and consumed ina red vinyl and 
Formica booth. Raspberry sauce 
should be added for both flavour and 
colour coordination. The Ritz appears 
to have altered little since the 1960s, 
an impression reinforced on a recent 
visit by the jukebox playing You’ve 
Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’. 

Millport is on Great Cumbrae in the 
Firth of Clyde. The island is not large, 
but is so named to distinguish it from 
Wee Cumbrae half a mile south. 
Getting there is part of the fun. You 
take the ferry from Largs, and the 
10-minute is crossing short enough for 
the excitement of departure and 
arrival to meet and mingle likea 
confluence of waters. 

When the kids were small, we would 
spend summer days on the sand. The 
boys would build castles and guddle in 
rock pools. We’d sit in the heat and look 
at the seals lolling on the tiny islands 
just offshore. This would go on until 
the fat and gleaming creatures began 
to seem too accurate a mirror of our 
own laziness and we’d rise, creaking at 
the knees, and goin search of cake. 

Now, we find it suits us better to 
visit in spring, when it is cooler and 
notas busy. It is a quiet Sunday delight 
to walk up to the Cathedral of the Isles, 
Britain’s smallest cathedral, passing 
from the smell of wild garlic that 
carpets the grounds to the smell of 
incense that lingers inside, Eucharist 
being lately over. Afterwards, still in 
the mood for all things miniature, we 
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stop by the model railway exhibition 
in the grounds of Garrison House. One 
hut has working models of the West 
Highland Line and the Glasgow 
network; the other shows Millport 
itself, the cathedral and the Ritz and 
the rest recreated in cardboard with 
loving charm. 

The town’s icon is Crocodile Rock. 
This is the title given to a jutting slab 
of foreshore stone, about six metres 
long, with hungry eyes and jagged 
teeth painted white, black and red. It is 
a custom among visitors to climb the 
beast’s back. It does not look much like 
acrocodile, but Conger Eel Rock or 
Goblin Shark Rock would not sound 
quite so welcoming. This tradition has 
been going on since at least 1913, and is 
symbolic of the way in which Millport, 
a place of gentle pleasures, never 
seems to change. 

Peter Ross, author of A Tomb with 
a View 
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Lyme Regis, Dorset 

Awoman picked up a large rock from 
the beach. It was the vertebra of a 
dinosaur 

I havea love-hate relationship with 
seafront arcades. I love the thrill of the 
win but find the light and music from 
the games machines headache- 
inducing. That, and the memory that 
as a child the experience often ended 
in tears - usually mine - as I set my 
heart on a massive stuffed toy that was 
never meant to be won. Once the cup 
of two-pence pieces had been fed to 
the coin pusher and one-armed bandit, 
once parents had been petitioned a 
final time and everyone was fully 
overstimulated, the excitement of the 
promised win gave way to tantrums 
and disappointment. 

Ican enjoy them again now, with 
my own children, in front of whom I 
have to behave more like an adult, and 
my choice of a seaside town with the 
kids might be Blackpool, with all its 
glitz and show. However, when alone, I 
would happily swap Blackpool’s 
Golden Mile for Lyme Regis’s 
ammonite pavement and a town that 
has comparatively little in the way of 
amusement arcades. 

The attraction here is a different 
sort of potluck. The cliffs around the 
small Dorset town are where the 
palaeontologist Mary Anning 
discovered the fossils of a Jurassic 
shark, a pterodactyl and, most 
famously, the complete skeleton of a 


plesiosaurus. Though 
she was overlooked in 
her lifetime, a lifesize 
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bronze statue of Anning was unveiled 
at Long Entry earlier this month. 

Just a fossil’s throw away from the 
town is Charmouth beach, where I 
have spent hours searching and sifting 
for ammonites and belemnites on the 
sand beneath the cliffs. The last time I 
visited, Isaw a woman in her 60s stoop 
and pick up a large, clay-encrusted 
rock. She lifted it with some difficulty, 
turned it over and shouted so loudly 
that several walkers stopped. It was 
the vertebra of a large dinosaur, 
possibly a plesiosaurus, which had 
fallen from the cliffside after recent 
storms. Having visited Lyme for years 
with no finds to speak of she could not 
believe her luck. Her reaction 
reminded me of winning the jackpot at 
the arcade, though without the 
tantrum and headache that followed. 

The ever-friendly Lyme Regis 
museum offers guided fossil walks at 
both East Beach and Black Ven, and 
Kiosk on Marine Parade, overlooking 
the beach, offers excellent breakfast 
bagels, crab sandwiches and salads to 
fuel you while you chance your arm. 
Wyl Menmuir, author of The Draw of 
the Sea 


=a 

Brighton 

Only the pier's foundations poke from 
the waves, like the legs ofa dead spider 
Brighton has always held a certain 
magnetism: it draws me back, time 
and again. I grew upa few miles along 
the coast, in a town that prided itself 
on being the antithesis of its grander 
neighbour - a sort of puritanical 
marine roundhead to Brighton’s 
roistering cavalier. Accordingly 
Brighton, with its two piers and palm 
readers and a reputation for 
loucheness inherited from the Prince 
Regent’s time, remains the place I head 
to whenever, to paraphrase Melville, I 
feel the need to see a watery part of 
the world. Although now! take the 
train from London. 

Exiting Brighton station, smelling 
the faint tang of salt in the air, I find it 
hard not to be swept straight down to 
its pebbly beach. Queen’s Road can 
feel almost tidal with shoals of new 
arrivals. But my opening port of call is 
normally The Record Album shop, a 
wunderkammer of vinyl just uphill 
from the station. It was established in 
1948, and for over 40 years its 
proprietor was the ever-tie-wearing 
George Ginn, who recently retired 
aged 88. Keith Blackmore and David 
Chappell have taken up the reins but 
the stock (show tunes and soundtrack 
albums a speciality) seems more an 
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extension of George’s personality than 
a mercantile enterprise. 

Pilgrimage over, I pivot down 
Trafalgar Street, pausing to refuel at 
Coffee At 33, before making for North 
Laine. Coasts are all about flotsam and 
jetsam, and I am always keen to see 
what treasures have washed up in the 
stalls of Snooper’s Paradise, the 
vintage market in Kensington 
Gardens. Recent finds include a stack 
of postcards of Shoreham’s old power 
station and a paisley Tootal scarf that 
Jimmy from Quadrophenia might 
have coveted. 

Hunger and the lure of the shore 
beckon me to the front, where after an 
obligatory turn on the Palace Pier I 
walk along the prom towards Hove and 
the West Pier. Memorably described by 
MP John Locke as “a butterfly on the 
ocean”, the pier was a masterpiece of 
Victorian engineering by Eugenius 
Birch, who also designed Brighton’s 
aquarium. After an arson attack in 
2003, only its foundations now poke 
out of the waves like the legs ofa 
dead spider. I will contemplate its 
fate over fish and chips at the 
Regency Restaurant, a seafront 
seafood eatery in business since 
Graham Greene’s day. 

After post-lunch peregrinations 
along the beach to skim stones and 
paddle in the shallows, I eventually 
aim for the Colonnade Bar. A stone’s 
throw from a statue of Max Miller and 
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adjacent to the Theatre Royal, it’s the 
epitome of the lounge bar as thespy 
salon. Rail-car shaped and curtained 
with red velvet, its walls are festooned 
with framed actor mugshots. Glancing 
up from the bar, acraft gin in hand, 
you can look sitcom regulars of yore 
(Penelope Keith, George Cole) in the 
eye. Its slightly faded glamour, which 
rather mirrors the rackety charms of 
old Brighton itself, make it the perfect 
spot to conclude an excursion. 

Travis Elborough, author of Wish You 
Were Here: England on Sea 
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Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire 
We have sand between our paws and 
toes in this lazy, safe perfection 

West Wales holidays as a child were 
filled with the myths of good weather 
- asearch for an elusive patch of blue 
to pass the travelling time. Today, the 
sky is behaving. 

I’m heading to Saundersfoot from 
Stepaside: a flat walk along the 
Dramway, shared with a few jolly hikers, 
the occasional waft of wild garlic and 
my canine companion, Watson Jones. 


At Wiseman’s Bridge - apostrophe 
negotiable according to signage - Isigh 
happily at the sweep of Carmarthen 
Bay. Far from the tiresome cliche of 
deepest, darkest Wales, this isa 
shimmering feast for romantic hearts, 
and I’m lost in it awhile. The waves are 
ambitious. The cliffs are crowned by 
bluebell woods. 

Allis wild and the light magnificent. 
Rockpool heaven in an unruly 
landscape. I’ve seen a dinosaur 
footprint here. Or I think I have. The 
tide is high, so we stride on througha 
Grade II-listed railway tunnel, where 
children howl and adults fake fear, to 
Saundersfoot village. 

The Strand, which once carried coal 
down to waiting ships, now boasts an 
eclectic array of shops. We visit Sue’s 
Pantry (she gives bits of cake to dogs, 
so Watson Jones insists) and Chobbles 


Brighton rocks 

Brighton beach and the 
ruins of the West Pier, left; 
Saundersfoot harbour, below 
left; the Clock Cafe in South 
Bay, Scarborough, below 


traditional sweet shop, to chew on 
childhood memories. Blackbird 
Ceramics creates sea globes inspired 
by the coast, and Elements of 
Pembrokeshire displays local artisan 
work; there’s a lovely feeling of 
community. My bag is significantly 
heavier as I reach the harbour. 

It’s all proper seaside fare. Salt- 
scuffed and changing. An abundance 
of benches from which to take in the 
view. Cheery boats with cheery 
names. Seagulls, reportedly ferocious 
in other places, are content to allow 
tourists their picnics. A newly built 
schooner towers over the sluice. I 
imagine tap dancers on boxes, 
Edwardian bathing carts, 80s talent 
shows. Evidently, Iam no historian, 
but I do love a sense of what has come 
before. There’s also regeneration. 
Businesses popping up, renovations, a 
mix of old, new and young. Someone 
sings to an exuberant pub garden. 
Dogs nod their heads in time. 

We wander the sensory garden, then 
stroll to the cleanly washed beach. 
Cormorants skim, gannets dive, children 
collect shells and build castles. We 
have sand between our paws and toes 
in this lazy, safe perfection. A blissful 
afternoon for simple souls at rest. 

Evening comes with delicious 
colours and a cone of vinegary chips. 
Swimmers brave the chill in bobble hats 
and bathers. The swell glitters dreamily 
beneath a bloated moon. Fishing boats 
head out as we head home among owls. 
Eloise Williams, author of 
The Tide Singer 
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Scarborough 

Even tea for one comes in a pot, and 
waiters dress as though Victoria is 
stillon the throne 

Scarborough, which I have frequented 
since my boyhood in 1970s Yorkshire, 
is asprawling, elemental, place. On 
the South Bay, Saint Nicholas Cliff and 
South Cliff are separated by an actual 
ravine, and the drama of the 


topography is often matched by that 
of the sea. I was once blown off my 
feet on Marine Drive, which skirts 
Castle Hill and leads to the expansive 
North Bay. But in my memory, and 
often (I insist) in actuality, 
Scarborough is sun-dazed. 

Istep out of the Italianate railway 
station to be greeted by high, wheeling 
seagulls and signs indicating Saint 
Nicholas Gardens, Valley Gardens, 
South Cliff Gardens. I head for the 
third of those, which involves walking 
through the second. South Cliff Gardens 
are in turn subdivided into halfa dozen 
others, including Holbeck Gardens 
which - a noticeboard quaintly boasts 
- offers “the best views from a putting 
green anywhere in England”. 

The massed gardens create a floral 
carpet stretching from the luminous 
white stucco of the Esplanade 
(Scarborough’s poshest address) to the 
sea, although the colours are muted 
this season as the gardens are being 
refurbished, bringing a modernist 
twist to northern municipal planting. 
Pll then have a cup of tea in the Clock 
Cafe, which stands amid the gardens, 


and whose terrace I think of as a kind of 
giant sundial with the caff’s clocktower 
as the pointer. 

I head north along the beach for 
lunch: a crab sandwich on the bustling 
harbour wall, where there are nearly as 
many fishers as tourists. Then a bus 
ride (ideally by open-topped double- 
decker) to the North Bay, and its 
dreamlike attractions. Peasholm Park, 
in its own valley, has pagodas and exotic 
trees in surprising day-glo shades. And 
twice weekly since 1927, the dragon boat 
pedalos on the ornamental lake have 
made way for the Naval Warfare show, 
where council workers sitting in 
coffin-like battleships, shoot fireworks 
at one another. 

Iusually double back to the South 
Bay for a fish-and-chip supper at the 
Golden Grid on Sandside. The key 
words at the Golden Grid are “Est. 
1883”: it’s genteel, so tea (even for one) 
comes ina pot, and the waiters dress 
as though Victoria is still on the 
throne. Then it’s the last train back to 
York, on which J always fall asleep. 
Andrew Martin, author of Yorkshire: 
There and Back 


PHOTOGRAPHY: PHILIP REEVE, ALAN CURTIS AND CW IMAGES/ALL ALAMY 


Si Answers to quiz awareness of cyclists). 
Puzzle by Thomas Eaton 6 Cricket’s County 
- Championship. 
solutions 1 The Rolling Stones’ 7 Franco-Prussian War. 
(puzzles on page 99) Mick Jagger and 8 Marshall McLuhan. 
Keith Richards. 9 Types of comma. 
2 Carp. 10 Polish folk dances. 
3 Tina Brown. 11 (Recent) failed 
4 Sphinx. US Supreme Court 
5 Car door nominees. 
(with far hand, 12 Extinct giant birds. 
to encourage better 13 Birthplaces of 


Answers to 
Weekend 
Crossword 


by Sy 


recent PMs: 

Boris Johnson; 
Theresa May; 

David Cameron; 
Gordon Brown; 

Tony Blair. 

14 Legendary kings 

of Britain. 

15 Played Marion Crane: 
Bates Motel; 

Psycho (1998 remake); 
Psycho. 


The Guardian | 28.05.22 | SATURDAY | 93 


LIFESTYLE 


Stories lurk around every corner of this Thames 
walk through former docks to a historic pub 


How far to the pub? 
The Prospect of 
Whitby, London 


Words: James Gingell 
Photography: Marc Sethi 


Start Blackheath station 
Distance 5.1 miles 

Time 2%hrs 

Total ascent 50 metres 


Difficulty easy 


The walk 
Blackheath to Wapping 


hat is the best 
view in London? 
It’s atricky 
question. 
Perhaps it’s from 
the South Bank, 
with the gothic spires of the Houses of 
Parliament, a building whose beauty 
so nearly redeems its essential 
absurdity. For sunsets, it’s hard to 
match Frank’s Cafe in Peckham, the 
bar dropped on the roof ofa 
multistorey car park: every time I have 
been the sky has glowed orange, pink 
and violet, as bright and wild as the 
city beneath. To the question of what 
is the best view of London, there’s a 
clear answer: that from the hill at the 
top of Greenwich Park. Nowhere else 
captures the history, the beauty and 
the manic diversity of the greatest 
megacity of them all. 

It’s a perfect spring day, sunny 
enough for shirtsleeves and 
sunglasses. I start from Blackheath, a 
village doing its best to hidein 
London. From the station, I nose up 
the hill towards the common, where 
square patches of grass are bleached 
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yellow, remnants of some charming 
fete organised, presumably, by those 
living in the grand Georgian houses on 
its border. Children and dogs run wild 
to the horizon. 

Icross the A2 and enter the gates of 
Greenwich Park, where the mood 
changes. It is walled, manicured, 
bound by rules. One feels invited here; 
guests should behave. I duly follow an 
avenue of horse chestnut trees to the 
bright domes and ginger stone of the 
Royal Observatory. On the roof of the 
main building, Flamsteed House, 
there’s a huge ball, cherry red, pierced 
by a six-metre-high weather vane. 
Turns out it’s a clock, of sorts. Every 
day at 12.55pm, the ball rises halfway 
up the mast. At 12.58pm, it reaches the 
top, and at 1pm it falls again. The 
cycles began in 1833, at the height of 
British naval power. From their decks 
out on the Thames, sailors would wait 
for the signal, timepiece in hand, 
ready to make adjustments. 
Attentiveness was necessary: one 
glass of rum too many and they’d have 
to wait a day for the next signal. 

I’m at the brow of the hill now, the 
slope steep enough for couples to 
wheeze as they make their way up. 
When they turn, they gawp. The park 
flows down to imperial majesty, the 
white stone and huge windows of the 
Old Royal Naval College, Queen’s 
House and the National Maritime 
Museum. To the right (east), nestling 
in the crook of the river, is the O2 (built 


River island 

A walkway round the 

edge of the Isle of Dogs, 
left; the northern entrance 
to the Greenwich foot 
tunnel, below left; the red 
time ball on the top of the 
Royal Observatory, below 


as the Millennium Dome), a 
monument to 20th-century hubris. 
Scattered around it are the vestigial 
shipyards and wharfs of a London 
past, a London that traded in things, 
not concepts. To the left, across the 
water, are the great gleaming temples 
of commerce, the Shard, the 
Cheesegrater, the Gherkin. Below 
them is St Paul’s, proud and proper. 

When I look at it, I for some reason 
think of my late Welsh grandfather, 
my dadcu, wearing a tie every day, 
clinging to form and order as the world 
raced away from him. This is the place 
to see all at once the medieval city of 
stinking streets, the command centre 
of an empire, the myth of a nation, of 
crests, of lions and mermaids, and the 
altar of the capitalist faith. It is a city 
that is ancient and modern, a city that 
evolves by death and renewal. 

After coming down the hill, I cross 
the river by the Greenwich foot tunnel 
and head west along the Thames. The 
water is rough today and I can feel 
spray on my face from waves more 
than four metres below. Gulls wheel, 
picking at fish. In the 1950s, the river 
was thought biologically dead. The 
Victorian sewers had been destroyed 
by German bombs, leaving the Thames 
an oozing, noxious drain. But recovery 
after the war, combined with tighter 
regulations on chemicals, led toa 
rejuvenation. Now, the river still looks 
murky. But the fish have come back - 
125 species of them - and brought with 


them a variety of birds, including 
cormorants and herons. At Billingsgate 
market, Sammy the seal has been a 
regular. Even porpoises pop up from 
time to time. Death and renewal. 
Iround a bend and Canary Wharf 
rears up. The view from the end of the 
Isle of Dogs is a heavy-handed satire. 
At ground level are council blocks and 
basketball courts full of kids playing 
with old balls. Above are the 
shimmering towers, all glass but no 
shame. The tallest goes straight up in 
three parallel panels, looking like a 
motorway - and with all the charm. 


Sse 
The pub 
Just south of Shadwell Basin lies the 
Prospect of Whitby, a pub not so much 
on the river, as of it: when the tide is 
in, the windows feel like portholes. In 
front of the wooden bar is a row of 
barrels: because of regular flooding, 
half the cellar had to be walled off, so 
there isn’t room below deck. Through 
the back, the modest courtyard offers 
stunning views north-east and 
south-west along the shining water. 
The menu is less spectacular, but 
that’s not the point of the place. Ihada 
mushroom and ale pie - thick, hot and 
rich - with a pint of Black Sheep Best, 
and revelled in the Englishness. 

People have been coming here to 
drink since 1520, making it probably 
the oldest riverside pub in town. 

First it was The Pelican, though 


: Prospect __---. 
Ele of Whitby ¢ 
Take the map 
with you 


Scan the-code for 
the online article 
witha Google Map 


Tower Bridge 


@ Limehouse Basin 


“*s. Canary Wharf 
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Bermondsey ‘ 
“tenets Royal Observatory 
e. Greenwich 
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Greenwich Park ‘ 
h 
Peckham % 
*. Start 
: } Blackheath 
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Greenwich time 

The magnificent view from 
Greenwich Park over 
Queen's House, the Royal 
Naval College and Canary 
Whary, left; river views 
from the Prospect of 
Whitby, right; and the pub 
exterior, below right 


thanks to the crowd it attracted, it was 
also known as the Devil’s Tavern. 
Outlaws gathered here before and 
after raids on the lightermen ferrying 
goods from ships anchored in the 
Thames. Meanwhile, the upstairs 
Pepys Room was used for boxing and 
cockfighting. Things calmed down in 
the 17th century: Judge George 
Jeffreys lived locally and would 
frequently visit. Some of those he 
convicted were hanged from nearby 
Execution Dock (in mordant tribute, a 
platform and noose now stands 
outside the pub). A little further down 
the path, pirates would be chained to 
the post of Wapping Old Stairs and left 
to drown on the tide. 

A fire in the early 19th century 
destroyed the building, leaving little 
but the stone floor. In time, the pub 
was rebuilt and named the Prospect of 
Whitby, after a collier ship that 
berthed just in front. Charles Dickens 
had the odd beverage here and Turner 
and Whistler sketched the views. In 
the following century, Princess 
Margaret would sometimes sit in the 
bay window with a G&T. 

Still, the past lingers. Stories of 
ghostly cutthroats and smugglers 
abound. The manager tells me he once 
saw a shape bouncing around by the 
platform where the noose is. As I look 
out to the water I’m not scared. I get it: 
if 1 come back after I die, this is where 
I would spend eternity. 
greeneking-pubs.co.uk 


railway station 


Where to stay 

There is no accommodation at the 
Prospect of Whitby, but a 15-minute 
walk east towards Limehouse brings 
you to the Royal Foundation of St 
Katherine, a charity hotel and retreat 
centre with a 900-year-history. It 
began life in 1147 as achurch and 
hospital next to the Tower of London. 
Come here for airy rooms and 
peaceful reflection in its central 
courtyard, complete witha 
magnificent London plane. 

Doubles from about £140 room-only, 
rfsk.org.uk 
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discoveries 


The Italian Riviera 
9 DAYS FROM £1199 


Immerse yourself in the sparkling Italian Riviera. Explore the famous villages of the 
Cinque Terre, visit perfect Portofino and unwind in Genoa’s grand plazas. 


Days 1-3. London, Turin & Chiavari 

Take the Eurostar to Paris and continue 

to Turin for the night. On Day 2, travel 

to Chiavari, a coastal town on the Italian 
Riviera. Day 3 is free to get to know the area. 
Perhaps head to a quaint local café for some 
traditional Italian food. 


Day 4. The Cinque Terre 

Explore the coastal villages of the Cinque 
Terre, famed around the world for their 
enduring charm and found in a UNESCO- 
listed national park. Travel between the 
villages by rail and boat, discovering 
Riomaggiore, Vernazza, and Monterosso. 


Day 5. Portofino 

Cruise to the colourful fishing village of 
Portofino, known as one of Italy’s most 
spectacular harbour towns. Enjoy free 


time before continuing to San Fruttuoso, a 
beautiful, tiny beach nestled in a cove that 
boasts a small Benedictine monastery. 


Days 6-7. Chiavari & Genoa 

Enjoy a free day to relax or explore further 
afield. On Day 7, take the train to Genoa, 

an ancient port city and treasure trove of 
history, art and architecture. Take a guided 
walking tour before some free time to wander 
through the city, admiring its grand 16th and 
17th century palaces. 


Days 8-9. Nice & London 

Leaving Italy, board the train to Nice, 
crossing into France for a night on the 
glamorous French Riviera. On Day 9, travel by 
train to Paris and join the Eurostar to London 
St Pancras. 


“Excellent” * *® *®l* * based on 1,335 service reviews 


INCLUDED IN THE PRICE 


Professional UK Tour Manager from 
start to finish 


All rail & coach travel throughout 
your tour 


8 nights in a 3 or 4-Star hotel 
14 meals 


All tour excursions 


DEPARTURES 
Jul - Oct 2022 


Trustpilot 


CALL OR GO ONLINE TO BOOK OR REQUEST YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


01904 730308 ¢ www.raildiscoveries.com/DMS 


Protected by ABTOT. Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person, based on 2 people sharing. Prices may change prior to and after publication. *Save 
£100 per person on all 2022 European Rail holidays when you book between 8th May and on or before 31st May 2022. Terms and conditions apply. Please see website for details. 
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LIFESTYLE 


Alocal’s 
cuide to 


Lecce, 
Italy 


Puglian winemaker 
Massimiliano Apollonio 
shares tips on the best 
cafes, museums, parks 
and bike rides in his 
beautiful southern city 


Interview: John Brunton 


Food 

Lecce is renowned for its cucina povera 
- it literally means “poor cuisine”, but 
refers to the tasty home cooking of 
rural families who make the most of 
seasonal, local produce. We are 
fortunate to have wonderful fresh 
vegetables - so dining out can bea 
vegetarian’s paradise - along with 
seafood direct from the Ionian Sea. For 
an honest trattoria experience, you 
can’t beat Alle due Corti, where Signora 
Rosalba cooks unforgettable dishes 
suchas the local favourite, orecchiette 
con cime di rapa - pasta “ears” with 
turnip greens and anchovies. 

For a contemporary take on 
traditional recipes, try Arte dei Sapori 
- imagine a whole sea bass cooked in 
clay - while La Scarpetta’s romantic 
garden is the perfect spot to try 
spaghetti topped with creamy sea 
urchin. Stock up on local specialities 
at Porta Rudiae’s covered market: it’s 
great for caciocavallo cheese, spicy 
salsiccia and taralli biscuits. 


[= --—_ | 

Inspiration 

Everyone talks about Must, our new 
avant garde art centre, but I find the 
old-fashioned Museo Sigismondo 
Castromediano inspiring. It’s dedicated 
to the archaeology of Lecce, which 
dates back to the Magna Graecia (Greek 


Illustrations: Hennie Haworth 


colonial) period, from the eighth to the 
fifth century BC. 

I love Caffé Alvino, where I often 
meet other winemakers. It is opposite 
the old Bar della Borsa, the “wine 
exchange” bar (now sadly replaced by a 
McDonald’s), so called because each 
week winemakers met there to decide 
the price of the bulk wine that Puglia 
exported all over Europe. My papa used 
to take me. These days the region makes 
quality bottled wine rather than bulk, 
so discussions are now more about 
climate change and organic vineyards. 


(| 

Neighbourhood 

The historic centre isn’t really divided 
into neighbourhoods, and to really 
experience the city this is where you 
must focus. Explore the small area 
encircled by our city gates on foot, 


beginning at the 500-year-old Porta 
Napoli. You walk through time, from 
the ruined Roman amphitheatre, along 
lanes lined with baroque palaces and 
mansions, and emerge opposite the 
Basilica di Santa Croce, whose facade 
took a century to sculpt. Then there’s 
the breathtaking Piazza Duomo, 
dominated by its 17th-century 
cathedral, or the seemingly quiet 
Piazza Sant’Oronzo, honouring Lecce’s 
patron saint. This is the real city centre. 
It comes alive from 24-26 August, when 
we celebrate Sant’Oronzo witha 
festival of lights, music and street food 
that no local ever misses. 


SSS 

Green space 

In between its tight mass of baroque 
buildings, Lecce has three key central 
green spaces: the lush grounds and 
tropical yuccas, cacti and palm trees 
of the Villa Reale; the sprawling Parco 
Belloluogo, recently renovated and 
perfect for outdoor sports; and the 
formal Giuseppe Garibaldi gardens, 
with their ancient sculptures and 
fountains. Don’t miss Pasticceria 
Natale, just outside the Garibaldi 
gardens - it’s the perfect place to trya 
pasticciotto leccese, alittle pastry pie 
filled with ricotta or egg custard, with 
a caffe alla salentina, an iced espresso 
with almond milk. Fora great bike ride 
outside the city, head east towards San 
Cataldo on the Adriatic. The route 
takes you past splendid 18th-century 
villas that were once summer 
residences for Lecce’s nobility. 


ew | 

Nightlife 

Lecce looks peaceful during the day but 
comes alive at night, with tiny squares 
and courtyards packed with restaurant 
and bar terraces. Between Piazzetta 
Santa Chiara and Piazzetta Sigismondo 
Castromediano, there is street food, 
craft beer and cocktails, while 250 local 
wines are on the list at Mamma Elvira: 
from bubbly and rosé to more complex 
negroamaro and primitivo reds. 


SS 

Stay 

B&B Palazzo Rollo (doubles from 
€110, palazzorollo.it) is in a baroque 
mansion with a roof garden, right by 
the cathedral. 


Massimiliano Apollonio is a fifth- 
generation winemaker at 150-year-old 
Apollonio winery. His family give an 
award in Lecce each year to artists 
who promote Puglian culture 
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CLASSIFIED Lifestyle 


Spacecraft 


Double your useable space with our sofa beds 


FUTON 


Cc 0m P Aa fh Y 


Experts in small space living 


21 stores | futoncompany.co.uk 


Save £16 on our silky cotton blouson tops 
Current catalogue price £45 each 


Special introductory price £29 


Comfortable pull on style with three quarter 
sleeves covering the elbow. Cut from sof, 
pure Austrian cotton jersey designed to drape 
and flatter. Ruched shoulders and a 

broad welt. Approx. back length 2514”. 
Machine washable. Thirteen colours as shown. 
Sizes 8-24 

1E9 £45 £29 

P&P £5.50 FREE 


(Current catalogue price refers to The Classic Boutique 
June and July 2022 catalogues.) 


OP 


, line b The Classic Boutique is part 
rep ne of WCF an employee 


scanning this code 


TCB using the camera on owned business 
your mobile phone 
& or tablet iy] 
ref colour size | qty price total 
1E9 £45 £29 
1E9 £45 £29 
blouson top p&p | £5.50 FREE 
| enclose a sterling cheque for £ 
payable to The Classic Boutique or charge my total 


Mastercard, Visa or American Express card no: 


| | L] 


Expi / 3 digits on the reverse. 
data i | 4 digits on front for AMEX. 


phone UK 0330 094 8685 _ overseas 00 44 16979 20200 
We may in the future make customers names available to selected trusted retailers, 


UK charities and organisations whose products we feel might be of interest to you. 
Should you prefer not to receive these postal mailings please tick this box 


From time to time, we'd like to send you our latest catalogue and special offers by 
post. IF you would prefer not to receive these, please tick this box O 


the 


CLASSIC 


boutique 
each - a saving of £16 


always in fashion 


For credit and debit card orders please phone 


sizes 
UK 0330 094 8685 8-24 
Overseas 00 44 16979 20200 
We are here 9am-6pm Monday to Friday, ey 

cotton 


9am-5pm Saturday) 


online www.theclassicboutique.com 
alternatively complete and send the Freepost 
coupon. Allow 7 days for delivery. 

Please hurry as offer ends 

28th June 2022. 


NO TIME LIMIT PRODUCT GUARANTEE 
If at any time during its lifetime, an issue arises with the quality 
of the product please return it for an exchange or immediate 
refund in full. Returns are post free (UK only). 


BLOCK CAPS PLEASE 
Name (Title) 


Address 


Postcode 
Mobile Tel 


Email 

Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive emails from The Classic Boutique about 
special offers available to our website customers (your email address will not be passed 
on to any third party) DJ See our privacy policy at: www.classicboutique.co.uk/privacy 


post to: The Classic Boutique, FREEPOST CE451, Dept. GU5O, 
Crawhall, BRAMPTON, Cumbria CA8 1BR 


or order online: www.theclassicboutique.com 
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es 
The kids’ quiz 
Molly Oldfield 


This quiz answers questions posed by children 
— will you get a better score than your parents? 


1 Martha, 10, and 3 Arlo, 5, asks: 
Zadie, 7, ask: what is the tallest part 
which of these of England? 
pairs of animals A Ben Nevis 
is the most B Snowdon 
closely related to C Scafell Pike 
the hyrax D The top of the Shard 
(pictured above)? in London 
A Asquirrel and 
a mouse 4 Sia,11, asks: 
B A wombat and which animal has 
akoala the biggest number 
C A tortoise and of hearts? 
aturtle A Hagfish 
D Anelephant and B Earthworm 
asea cow C Octopus 
D Lion 
2 Tatiana, 5, asks: 
what is the world’s 5 Rory, 8, asks: 
deadliest frog? what is the German 
A The golden poison blue ram? 
dart frog Alt’s a blue sheep 
B The black-legged BIt’satype 
dart frog of cheese 
C The scary C It’s a delicious bottle 
giant frog of wine 
D The Hawaiian Dit’s avery 
gobstopper frog colourful fish 
—EEE 


Stephen Collins 


You just did an incredibly 
brave thing, Maverick. un 


4.0 


While inverted. Listen here, Maverick. 


You're a hell of a ) 
SNARK talented ¢ly...but 
youre dangerous. 
QO GQ / 


You pergormed twenty-seven cull loops 

in the middle o¢ my home o¢eice while | 

attacked you with a rolled up National 
Trust magazine! 
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My) 


4H Scan the code to 
send Molly a question 
mer: fora future quiz 


Answers (no peeking!) 

1D. Hyraxes are small 
mammals living in Africa 
and the Middle East. They 
are similar to pikas and 
marmots, but more closely 
related to elephants and sea 
cows. Hyraxes live from nine 
to around 12 years. They are 
not good at controlling their 
own temperature, so huddle 
together when it’s cold and 
bask in the sun. They live in 
colonies in rock crevices. 

2A. The golden poison dart 
from Colombia is one of the 
most toxic animals on Earth. 
One has enough venom to 
kill10 grown men. People 
there put its venom on the 
tips of darts when hunting - 
that’s how it got its name! 

3 C. Scafell Pike in the Lake 
District is the highest part 

of England. It is a mountain 
that reaches 978 metres 
above sea level. Ben Nevis, 
in Scotland, is the highest 
point in the United Kingdom. 
4A. Earthworms have five 
pairs of heart-like arches, an 
octopus has three hearts, but 
hagfish have four hearts, 
which can beat without 
oxygen for 36 hours or more. 
5 D. German blue ram fish are 
named after Manuel Ramirez, 
one of their first collectors. 
They come from South 
America and the males are 
yellow-green with blue dots. 


Molly Oldfield hosts 
Everything Under the Sun, 
a weekly podcast (and 
book) answering children’s 
questions. Does your child 
have a question? Submit 
one at gu.com/kids-quiz 


Your mouth parts are 
writing cheques your 
thorax can't cash! 


MX Q 


pada 


Why didn't you follow 
protocol and just... 
leave the room? 


SS =| 
Weekend crossword 


Across 

6/20 Cole Porter musical based on 
The Taming of the Shrew (4,2,4) 

) Capote, author of Breakfast 
at Tiffany's (6) 

8/3 Mountain in Provence - and 
frequent feature of 21 (4,7) 
9. traverse; method for 
crossing between two points 
using rope (8) 

10 BBC television arts show 
discontinued in 2003 (7) 

12 Host of 2022 Fifa World Cup (5) 
14 Museum and art gallery in 
Madrid (5) 

16 Controversial vegetable 
extract favoured by food 
manufacturers (4,3) 

18 Archipelago and country in 
the Indian Ocean (8) 

20 See 6 

22 Friedrich...... , author of 

The Condition of the Working 
Class in England (6) 

23 Second astrological sign (6) 
Down 

1 Nickname for one of the three 


| should squash you 
right here but. 


| can’t believe 
I’m saying this... 


IE was an interesting 
article, sir. 


major stage races in cycling (4) 

2 South African crime movie that 
won the 2006 Oscar for best 
foreign language film (6) 

3 See 8 

4 Nickname for one of the three 
major stage races in cycling (6) 
5 Desert straddling South Africa, 
Namibia and Botswana (8) 

7 Ahill near Glastonbury, topped 
by St Michael’s Tower (3) 

11/19 Gold medal winner in the 
2012 Olympics women’s road 
race (8,3) 

13 Madeline ....... , Bertie 
Wooster’s on-off fiancee (7) 

15 What a bumper car was called 
before it started bumping? (6) 
17 Soft boot usually made of 
reindeer or sealskin (6) 

19 See 11 

21 Nickname for one of the three 
major stage races in cycling (4) 


Solutions to Crossword 
and Thomas Eaton's quiz 
page 93 


You mean you... 


You were being 


attacked by? 


I'm sending you 
clowns to Top Fly. 


read the magazine.. 


Get outta here! 


[= 
Quiz 
Thomas Eaton 


1 Who met at Dartford 
station on October 17, 1961? 
2 Goldfish belong to which 
family of fish? 

3 Which Briton was the 
first woman to edit 

The New Yorker? 

4 Which monster blocked 
the road to Thebes? 

5 What is opened with 

a Dutch reach? 

6 Where do winning 
teams get between 16 and 
24 points? 

7 Which conflict was incited 
by the Ems telegram? 

8 The term “global village” 
was coined by which 
Canadian theorist? 

What links: 

9 Listing; 

joining; 

gapping; 

bracketing? 

10 Krakowiak; 

kujawiak; 

mazur; 

oberek? 

11 Merrick Garland; 
Harriet Miers; 

G Harrold Carswell; 
Robert Bork? 

12 Gastornis; 

Kelenken; 

Argentavis; 

Haast’s eagle? 

13 New York; 

Eastbourne; 

London; 

Giffnock; 

Edinburgh? 

14 Brutus; 

Leir; 

Vortigern; 

Clotenus; 

Uther? 

15 Rihanna; 

Anne Heche; 

Janet Leigh? 


That’s true, sir. 
He read the magazine. 


EQ! Q 


Do you mean out 
t 


2 window ? aS 


sees ) 


Stephen Collins courto.com 
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Improvements 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Homes, Gardens and 


checklist 1 


Changing your home - whether physically moving, renovating or simply making modest 
improvements - is among the more fulfilling things you can do with your time. Here isa 
variety of ideas for better living for you and the family 


Read more online! Visit checklists.co.uk and follow Ei 8 © @checklistsocial 


Kindling Cracker - 
makes splitting wood 
safe and easy 


Ayla Hutchinson was 13 when she invented 
the Kindling Cracker. That's the patented, 
Australian-made wood splitter. It makes splitting 
logs and producing kindling safe and easy. 
These days, UK gardens have fire pits, pizza 
ovens, wood-fired hot tubs, grills and chimineas. 
That's lots of uses for firewood. 
Splitting wood so it is ready to 
burn is easier and safer with the 
Kindling Cracker. 
Ayla, from New Zealand, 
created this design almost 10 


VEDKLYVNING WAR ALD 
KLYV BRAS 
years ago. The young inventor's 


mum injured her hand using an 
axe. Ayla decided to come up 
with a better alternative. Firewood 
users love the ingenious design. It 
eatures a clever splitting wedge 
and safety ring. 

Owners around the world 
rust the Kindling Cracker. 
Hundreds of thousands have been sold. 
Fandango Fire Tools started selling it in the 
UK from their English warehouse during 
winter 2021. Thousands of British log 
overs are already very impressed. In May 
2021, legislation around the sale of firewood 
changed. The sale of wood with a moisture 


content over 20% is now forbidden. 
Burning wood that isn’t dried is 
particularly bad for the environment. 
Seasoned wood is far less polluting. 
Lower unwanted particulate matter is released, 
and fires are less smoky. That makes sitting by 
a fire with family and friends (and a glass of 
something nice) even more wonderful. 
The Kindling Cracker lets people of all ages 
— young and older — prepare firewood. Without 
using an axe. Safe. Easy. Smart. 


Order yours today with free shipping and fast delivery at fandangofiretools.co.uk 


As outdoor living trends grow, the garden 

is swiftly becoming ‘the fifth room’ where 
homeowners can relax, connect with nature, 
and focus on wellbeing. You need to get the 
details just right for the perfect outdoor living 
space — complementary colours, a smooth 
finish and quality materials. 

Since its launch in 2010, EASYJoint from 
Azpects has been a market-leading jointing 
compound loved by landscape professionals 
and the DIY sector alike. The all-weather, 
sweep-in jointing compound is a quick, 
effective, and attractive way to fill joints 
between paving. 

As paving trends develop, products need 
to evolve with them. EASYJoint has done 
precisely that with the new EASYJoint Select 
range of solid colours, featuring Tungsten, 
Carbon, Bronze, and Jet Black. The solid 
colours provide a more uniform, modern 
finish compared to the natural colours of the 
original EASYJoint range. EASYJoint Select 


Dreaming of the perfect patio 


is suitable for porcelain or natural stone paving 
and retains the sweep-in application method that 
made EASYJoint so popular. 

Associate director Jeff Carter comments: 
“Azpects are excited to see our EASYJoint range 
continue to grow, with eight products now in the 
family. We pride ourselves on keeping up with 
the latest trends in the marketplace and have 
no doubt that this bespoke range of colours will 
satisfy our users’ needs.” 


Azpects) 


To find out more about the EASYJoint 
range, visit azpects.co.uk 


Custom handmade knives by New Forest Forge 


New Forest Forge produce bespoke handmade knives in the heart 
of the New Forest. Each Knife is carefully created to exacting 
standards using steel made in Sheffield. Used by Michelin-star chefs 
and cooking enthusiasts alike, these knives not only look good, but 
also perform to high standards owing to the quality materials used. 

A forged Damascus knife from New Forest Forge is a knife to 
cherish and pass down through the generations. 


Visit newforestforge.co.uk for further details. Follow (©) @new_forest_forge 


Win the Enabot EBO Air family companion 


robot Worth £229! 


The Enabot EBO Air is a social companion 
camera robot that can be remote-controlled 

by the EBO app. It is designed to keep the 

home safe, pets entertained, and provide 
companionship for everyone in the family, no 
matter the distance. Compared to traditional 
security cameras, EBO can go places other 
recording devices can't. The robust, motorised 
wheels help to ensure a smooth ride throughout 
your home. 

EBO Air is also equipped with Al function, 
24-hour video recording, infrared night vision, 
and two-way audio. This means that when you 
are out of the house or on a business trip, EBO 
can move around every corner of your home 
and immediately alert you when suspicious 
activity is detected. If you are worried about 
your pet being bored at home by itself, EBO can 
automatically come out to play with your pet via 
dedicated pet mode 
and infrared laser. 

You can even 
have EBO check 

on your home 
appliances when 
you're unsure if 
they're safe. When 


\ = 


_ 


The EBO Air is available now at uk.enabot.com, Amazon UK for 
£199, Robert Dyas for £179.99 and SND Electrical for £178.99. 


| checklists.co.uk/win/enabot 


/ 


low on power, EBO will automatically return to the 
charging base, so you never have to worry about 
it running out of power, freeing you from anxiety 
about the safety of your home and pet. 


enabot 


One of the UK’s 
leading stainless steel 
handrail suppliers 


simplehandrails.co.uk have fast become one of 
the UK's largest domestic suppliers of stainless 
steel glass balustrade and handrails, specialising 
in fast delivery of high-quality products along 
with exemplary customer service. 
Manufactured here in the UK across two 
modern factory units ensures their products are 
made efficiently, with pride and to a quality that 
keeps customers returning time and time again. 
The Simple Handrails team have supplied 
products on projects across the UK. You can 
even spot their products on a popular, long- 
running ITV soap. They are proud to have 
over 35,000 domestic customers, all backed 
up with an excellent rating on reviews.co.uk. 
They offer a range of balustrade designs 
and styles which suit the growing demand for 
that modern and sleek finish to your home 
and garden. 
The Simple Range balustrade system is 
the go-to option for simplicity and elegance. 
This is a minimal system with stainless steel 
posts and toughened glass panels. These can 
easily be purchased online or by phone and 
delivered within days for a swift and smooth 
new look to transform your home or garden. 


The Deluxe Range system adds a matching 
stainless steel handrail spanning across their 
posts. It complies with British safety standards 
and regulations whilst maintaining an effortless 
and classy look. 

Their SimpleGlaze frameless track system 
offers a straightforward and elegant design which 
can be fitted with ease. SimpleGlaze is perfect 
for those who want to maintain an uninterrupted 
view and achieve a minimalist look. 

The design team will work with you to create 
your very own custom balustrade which is unique 
to your taste and requirements. They are on hand 
throughout the entire process to offer support 
with buying, fitting and caring for your balustrade. 


SimpleHandrails.co.vk 


All their systems are available to purchase directly on simp/ehandrails.co.uk and 
they have a 24/7 live configurator tool to give impressive 3D sketches of your 
requirements. Use code GARDENFIVE for an exclusive discount on your order. 


Homes, Gardens & Improvements Checklist is an independent spread of advertorial from Hurst Media Company. While every care is taken in ensuring that the content is in compliance with the Advertising Standards Authority and The UK Code of Non- 
Broadcast Advertising and Direct & Promotional Marketing (CAP Codes), the publishers assume no responsibility in the effect rising therefrom, and readers are advised to seek professional advice before acting on any information. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Win a selection of spring flower bulbs 


Worth over £700! 


f checklists.co.uk/win/bostonbulbs 
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Spring is an amazing time of year in gardens 
all over the UK, flower bulbs start to burst 
open to give the most unbelievable displays 
in stunning flower forms with intense, vibrant 
blooms in an array of colours. Almost like 

a strutting peacock displaying its plumage, 
attracting all types of pollenating insects, 
including the much endangered honey bee. 
Be in with the chance to win an 
intoxicating garden full of spring flower 
bulbs with this easy to enter competition 
from Boston Bulbs Wholesale. With 1,000 

of the most visually attractive and easy to 
grow bulbs to enjoy, the prize includes 500 
Dazzling Daffodils, 250 Charming Crocuses 
and 250 Tempting Tulips, worth over £100. 


The lucky gardener will receive their prize in 
Late August ready for planting in September. 
For those gardeners who wish to enhance their 
spring gardens further with both traditional 
and unusual flower bulbs, the Boston Bulbs 


Wholesale website has a full range to explore. 
Boston 


Boston Bulbs & 


Visit bostonbulbswholesale.co.uk and take advantage of their special 10% discount 
code FLOWER22 which is valid until 10 June. Find them in person at Boston Bulbs 
Wholesale, Cradge Bank, Spalding, Lincolnshire or call 01775 769333. 


Fire pits for warmth and cooking 


For the Firepits 
UK team, the 
opportunity to 
gather those they 
love around them 
ignited their unique collection of fire pits. 
Designed for warmth and cooking, their fire 
pits, chimineas, pizza ovens and outdoor 
kitchens have fuelled fun and laughter in 
their family for years, and they will hopefully 
provide the spark for yours. 

Made from British steel in their 
Monmouthshire workshop, Firepits UK have 
a variety of different models to suit the 
spectrum of garden sizes, and range from 
classic to more contemporary designs. 


FIREPITS UK 


HANDMADE IN BRITAIN 


Get 10% off all fire pits, chimineas, pizza ovens and outdoor kitchens when you 
visit firepitsuk.co.uk and use discount code GETREADYFORSUMMER22. 

Email customerservices@firepitsuk.co.uk or call 01873 840777 to contact the 
team and follow —i@) @firepitsUK 


The finest BBQs handmade in London 


Streatham-based Original Jerk have built up 
a loyal following with their large, exquisitely- 
crafted drum BBQs and for summer 2022 
comes news of a first ‘micro’ version, the 
Nano-J. Weighing around 12kg, the Nano-J 
is essentially a mini version of the J Cut, the 
south London outfit’s best-selling oil drum 
charcoal BBQ. It is based around a 60cm by 
40cm drum that sits on a foldable, wobble- 
free 'X’ stand. 

The Nano exudes craftsmanship, evidenced 
in that sturdy steel construction, complete 
with laser-cut grills, robust fire box and 
stubby little chimney. 

Notable refinements compared to the DIY 
simplicity of a classic oil drum charcoal BBQ 
include the in-lid thermometer and chunky 
slatted grill plates. There's also a slatted shelf 
above for resting, or smoking food and when 
you close the sliding side vent and chimney 


i ORIGINAL JERK 


cover it’s pretty much air tight, aiding cooking 
control. With a matt black finish and user-friendly 
oiled timber side shelves, the Original Jerk team 
reckon they're right lookers. All the BBQs are 
available in a stainless steel, with a range of grills 
including picture grills. They also specialise in 
custom BBQs including branding and logos. 


Visit originaljerk.co.uk to shop now and find out more. ORIGINAL JERK’ 
Since 1999 


Affordable modern art celebrating confidence, 
strength and the female form 


Introducing Owning It, a brand-new collection by 
artist Elise Mendelle, created to capture the fleeting 
essence of the female form. They are vibrant, they 
are expressive, and they are oh so modern. 

These carefully curated pieces are strong, 
powerful and confident figures that will bring 
some energy into your home — and your life. a 
Elise’s beautiful works of art will transform your 
space into a gallery, adding that statement piece 


r 


IMPRESSIONS 
J oy he 
you've been looking for, at an affordable price. 
Whether it's your first piece or you're a seasoned 
collector, these acrylic paintings will add value to 
your art collection and add that wow factor to your 
home decor. 
Elise Mendelle is a contemporary Canadian- 
British artist and has recently shown her work 
at the Affordable Art Fair and D-Contemporary 
Gallery in London. 


Shop today at impressionsbyelise.co.uk and follow (©) @impressionsbyelise 


Grazers is promoting Gardening for Wildlife 


The Grazers range assists garden plants to 
hold their predators ‘at bay’ in a natural way. 
Increasingly, gardeners want to restore 
the balance of nature. This means wherever 
possible minimising chemical inputs to give 
ecosystems and their wildlife a chance to 
thrive, in turn helping humans too, via the 

food web. 

Four Grazers products, all giving plants a 
break from being eaten, are effective when 
applied to flowering and vegetable plants 
alike. As they grow, Grazers products give 
the green photosynthesising plants the ability 
to dissuade pests from eating them, causing 
no harm to either. So, you can still grow 
the plants you want, whilst giving natural 
ecosystems a chance to flourish once again. 


<-} grazers 


Without harming pollinating insects, wildlife or 
even the pests themselves, Grazers products help 


to restore natural balance in the garden. 


Enquire at your local garden centre, or visit grazers.co.uk to find out more. 
Contact the team by email at sales@grazers.co.uk or on 01768 800555. For any 
technical advice, call Hugh on 07975 997615 or email hugh@grazers.co.uk 


Win a year's supply of 
Melt Laundry Strips 
and a £200 cash prize 


Worth £320! 


Enter 


checklists.co.uk/win/melt2 i 


Melt are the laundry brand everyone is talking about. The brand claim to have the highest Trustpilot rating of 
any UK laundry product, with 4.8 stars. They're innovative, powerful and super eco — the best of all worlds. 
Melt make it so easy to switch without compromise from those old fashioned, plastic-heavy brands. 
Nothing matches the simplicity of their doseable, mess-free detergent strips dropping through your 
letterbox, lighter and smaller than liquids or pods. Unique Melt bio-enzymes remove stains like magic, 
and you can amend the delivery frequency to suit your lifestyle. There are no contracts and no plastic! 


They welcome you with open arms to join the Melt Family today. | 


Laundry 


Use code MELT25 at meltiaundry.com for a huge 
25% off your first Melt60 subscription pack. 


To advertise with Homes, Gardens & Improvements Checklist, please call Hurst Media Company on 0203 478 6017 
Please visit checklists.co.uk/competitions-terms-and-conditions for full terms and conditions 


For more, visit checklists.co.uk and follow Ej yw ©) @checklistsocial 
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Sirin Kale Guardian angel 


Making nice things happen for nice people 


‘Tt used to be a dangerous 
dump: the litter picker 
saving her local wetlands 


eila Taheri used to go to the Welsh Harp 
wetlands in north-west London when 
she was a schoolgirl. “At the time,” she 
says, “it was a bit of adump, and 
dangerous.” She’d occasionally play 
rounders there, but it wasn’t somewhere 
you wanted to linger. During the first lockdown in 
2020, she rediscovered it. “Before then,” says Taheri, 
who is 37 and works in advertising, “it was just a 
place I lived near and visited periodically. But during 
lockdown, I grew to really care about this space. And 
when you care about something, you celebrate it.” 

The Welsh Harp is a 160-hectare (340-acre) nature 
reserve and site of special scientific interest around 
Brent reservoir. It’s home to bullfinches, wrens, jays, 
greenfinches and willow warblers, but also a lot of 
litter. “There were decades of rubbish in the water,” 
says Taheri. “We’re talking trolleys,birdcages, 
cones.” In August 2020, Taheri WhatsApped her 
neighbours and asked them to join a litter pick: 25 
people turned up and collected 68 bags of rubbish. 

“We pulled out two Kensington and Chelsea 
parking meters,” she says. “A year later, we pulled 
out a gun, and had to call the police.” 

Taheri has continued the work with a group called 
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Friends of the Welsh Harp. “At the beginning,” she 
says, “we concentrated on litter picks, but now it’s 
more community-focused. We have refreshments and 
stop for chats, because it’s about community spirit: 
people having fun, learning about trees and birds, 
and forming connections.” As well as monthly litter 
picks, Friends of the Welsh Harp run tree walks with 
local ecologists and bird walks with ornithologists. 
“] find it moving and inspiring how she used her 
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Leila Taheri at the Welsh 
Harp nature reserve, 
which she has helped 
transform; and, bottom, 
with her balcony 
composter 


anger to fuel her and make a real difference to her 
environment and community,” says friend Moya 
Sarner. “Her campaign has made a real difference 
not only to the Welsh Harp but for the wider 
community, who are now more involved, more 
environmentally aware, and have come to see the 
value of their local reservoir.” 

Taheri has expanded her work into more general 
environmental activism. “No one was paying any 
attention to the wetlands,” she says. Much of the 
group’s work has been to remind the agencies 
responsible for the Welsh Harp of their obligations. 
“Bird populations have been declining every 
decade,” says Taheri, “because there is so much 
pollution. The trash screens in the rivers aren’t 
emptied. I sent so many emails and tweeted so much 
about the state of the trash screens. But the 
Environment Agency told me it wasn’t a priority.” 

Currently, Taheri is trying to block a planned 
bridge across the northern marsh. “The bridge will 
save locals a few minutes’ walk,” she says, “but it 
will destroy a habitat. Birds won’t be able to breed 
there any more.” 

Taheri admits her conservation efforts have 
“taken over my life”. “One of my friends called last 
week and said, ‘Leila, what’s going on? We don’t see 
you any more.” Taheri is also studying for a masters 
in psychoanalytic studies and has a full-time job. “I 
don’t have time for socialising,” she says. “Ido feela 
bit guilty, like I’m neglecting my friends. But I don’t 
feel Ihave a choice.” 

This, she adds, is because “we live in such urban 
environments”. And with green spaces increasingly 
under threat “we need them to be functioning as 
they are supposed to.” 

Taheriis British-Iranian, and asa child used to 
press flowers into notebooks, and write poetry 
alongside them. “So Iranian,” she jokes. “I think now 
I’ve come full circle. When I was a child, I wanted to 
be an environmental lawyer, then a marine biologist. 
My favourite books were about flowers and plants, 
mushrooms and trees. Now, I’ve stumbled into that 
world as an adult. It’s amazing to be doing the stuff I 
always wanted to do as a child.” 

She emphasises that she is not doing this out of 
the goodness of her heart, or sacrificing anything. “I 
love it, but yesterday I had a wobble. Work is so busy. 
I’m behind on my dissertation. I have events that 
need organising. I hada little breakdown.” 

When asked about her treat, characteristically 
Taheri is concerned about the environment. Her 
local council doesn’t collect food waste, so her 
leftover food goes into the bin. “It would be so 
great,” she says, “if it could be turned into compost.” 

Team Guardian Angel provides her witha 
composter that fits on her balcony, complete with 
juicy, wriggling worms. She grows lettuce, potatoes, 
strawberries, beans, tomatoes and radishes on her 
balcony, and homemade compost will aid her 
green-fingered efforts. “It’s going to be great,” she 
says. “I’ve already formed an attachment to my 
worms.” Even if sometimes, in bed at night, she 
worries that they might be cold. 

Want to nominate someone for Guardian angel? 
Email us - with their permission - and suggest a treat 
at guardian.angel@theguardian.com 


Photography: Alicia Canter 
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With its wild sex, big dreams and 5ive 
dance routines, Dolly Alderton’s 
Everything I Know About Love 
speaks to so many millennial women. 
Ahead of the highly anticipated 

BBC show, its stars dust off their 
waist belts and join Elle Hunt for 

a night of indie sleaze 


‘Go find the 
900d times!’ 


iving with 

your friends 
isasacred, 
special time that 
can never be 
forgotten.” So 
says actor Bel Powley, who spent 
most of her 20s living with her best 
friend Lola, chalking up plenty of 
“verrriry terrible stories”, before 
buying a house with her boyfriend 
and deciding: “I couldn’t bear 

to say goodbye to Lola - so Ijust 
brought her with.” 

It’s exactly the right attitude for 
one of the leads in Everything I 
Know About Love, BBC One’s much- 
anticipated adaptation of Dolly 
Alderton’s memoir. Alderton was 
already well known asa chronicler 
of the female millennial experience 
- asa Sunday Times columnist 
and co-host of the successful 
High Low podcast - when she 
published her coming-of-age story 
in 2018. Warm, funny and for many 
women the definition of #relatable, 
Everything I Know About Love 
was a publishing phenomenon, 
selling more than 300,000 copies 
in the UK, mostly through word 
of mouth. Appetite for Alderton’s 
big-hearted, sometimes hard- 
won wisdom was such that a later 
edition was published with an 
additional chapter of “everything 
Iknow at 30”. 

The BBC show sees Powley 
joined by Emma Appleton (The 
Witcher), Marli Siu (Run) and 
newcomer Aliyah Odoffin. 

Only Powley and Siu had read 


Everything I Know About Love 


before auditioning for the show. 

It was the first book Siu read in 

the lockdown of early 2020, and 
Alderton’s celebration of friendship 
hit extra hard in isolation: 

“T absolutely loved it - I underlined 
loads of things,” she says. 

Powley, meanwhile, was a 
“humongous fan” of Alderton’s 
writing and had already set her 
sights on playing Farly - Alderton’s 
lifelong friend and primary 
experience of love. “I felt a real 
connection with that character,’ 
she says. “I think Dolly has nailed 
the young female experience of 
finding your place in the world 
- working out who you are in 
your career, your love life, your 
sexuality, your friends.” 

For TV, Dolly and Farly become 
Maggie (Appleton) and Birdy 
(Powley): besties from childhood, 
giddy about their first ever house- 
share in Camden with Nell (Siu) 
and Amara (Odoffin) - even as 
a trilby-wearing hipster smirks 
about them “moving to Camden 
in 2012”: “Whatever you’re looking 
for has already left.” 

Alderton adapted her own life 
story for the screen, sharpening its 
themes into a seven-part narrative. 
Like her memoir, the show revels in 
nostalgia for the recent past, with 
the girls choreographing dance 
routines to Sive, Jessie J and Kylie 
Minogue, raiding each others’ 
Topshop wardrobes and revelling 
in what we now call “indie sleaze” 
on nights out down the pub. 


Four play 

(From left) Marli 
Siu, Emma 
Appleton, Bel 
Powley and 
Aliyah Odoffin 
in Everything 

I Know About 
Love 


For Powley - Zooming along 
with her co-stars in a five-way 
call with the runaway energy ofa 
girls’ night - the memories were 
painfully fresh. “All the cultural 
references cut very deep for me,” 
she says. “I found those outfits 
really triggering.” 

“All the mentions of MSN,” 
chimes in Siu. “Did that not give you 
all flashbacks?” Every face seems 
to wince, including mine (dumped 
with a wilted-rose emoji at 14). 

Beyond the peplum tops and 
waist belts, the series resonates 
for its portrayal of the rollercoaster 
of early adulthood. “The reality 
of living with friends is that the 
highs and lows mix into one,” 
says Odoffin, at 22 the youngest 
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of the four actors. “It is really 
truthful in that sense.” 

Each woman has her own 
growing pains to grapple with. 
Odoffin’s Amara - a social media 
super-sleuth, with a highly 
millennial passion for astrology 
- has abandoned her dream of 
becoming a dancer fora more 
stable career in property, but 
wotries she gave up too soon. 

“Feeling like you have to know 
exactly what your next step is, 
that you have to have everything 
together - there’s loads of people 
I know who feel like that, so it was 
fun to explore,” says Odoffin. 

The other girls, too, are striving 
to strike a balance between stability 
and opportunity. Fretful, self- 
doubting Birdy relies on Maggie 
to draw her out of her shell. Nell, 
meanwhile - ina relationship with 
aman more preoccupied with his 
burrito delivery than her pleasure 
- wonders what she’s missing out 
on. “Nell’s relationship doesn’t look 
like a whole lot of fun,” says Siu. 
“But, you know, it’s very realistic.” 

The pressure each character feels 
to live their best lives is cleverly 
embodied in a later episode bya 
bus-stop alcohol ad exhorting them 
to “GO FIND THE GOOD TIMES”. 
But for Maggie, an aspiring writer 
- and Alderton’s stand-in, at least 
in their shared penchant for shag 
jackets and joie de vivre - the stakes 
feel especially high. 

“She definitely has main 
character syndrome,” says 
Appleton. “She wants romance 
and excitement, and she’s always 
just dreaming bigger ... She’s like 
arunaway train.” 

Often that intensity is trained 
on her friendships. For Maggie, 
Birdy is her trusty partner in crime, 
and their life together one big 
boozy sleepover - until Birdy’s new 
boyfriend gets in the way. A dinner 
party where the two friends play 
at being grownups over a Jamie 
Oliver beef stroganoff captures the 
miserable fear of being left behind 
in life by the people you’ve been 
counting on to get you through it. 

“That dinner party is where 
the cracks are starting to show,” 
says Powley. “They’re so scared 
of rocking the boat of this perfect 
friendship they’re meant to have 
they don’t communicate with each 
other when it starts to go wrong.” 

But what sets Everything I 
Know About Love apart from other 
treatments of millennial angst is 
that it gives equal weight to the joys 


Starry eyed 

| Bel Powley and 
Emma Appleton 
in Everything 
I Know About 
Love 
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- not least drugs, booze and (most 
conspicuously in these abstemious 
times) cigarettes. 

Even dating apps - bynowa 
trope of a disaffected, isolated 
generation - are treated notasa 
harbinger of the end of romance but 
ashortcut to it. Amontage showing 
Amara and Maggie gleefully 
swiping and shagging their way 
across London is striking for the 
absence of moral instruction. 

“It’s just so freeing, that 
montage,” says Appleton. When 
she first read it in the script, she 
says, “I thought it had the potential 
to be quite gratuitous - but I trusted 
Dolly, and it turned out so light and 
funny ... It’s just a joy to watch - and 
it was really fun to do as well!” 

But while the search for self- 
knowledge and satisfaction are 
themes of Everything I Know About 
Love, at heart it’s about friendship. 
It is more generous - and perhaps 
more realistic - than other portrayals 
of the millennial experience. 

Lena Dunham’s Girls depicted no 
relationship so treasured it couldn’t 
be thrown out for something better 
- while in Sally Rooney’s work, even 
best friends conduct themselves at 
achilly remove. 

Sex and the City is an obvious 
inspiration, with Appleton 
speaking in occasional voiceover 
and her heroine a broke, blogging 
Carrie Bradshaw aspirant. (“I want 
to be amazing at comments,” Maggie 
declares, “and witticisms.”) 

But Everything I Know About 
Love shares more DNA with Derry 
Girls and Pen15: warm-hearted 
shows that celebrate friendship 
as the primary way younger 
generations are richer than the 
ones that came before. Birdy and 
Maggie are enmeshed toa degree 
that some psychologists might 
call codependent, but that more 
viewers might call friendship goals. 

For example, the metaphorical 
“vault” - inside which they 
seal their most embarrassing 
confessions - is symbolic of their 
unconditional trust. “It’s like a free 
therapy session,” says Odoffin. 

And the friendship is more than 
just screen-deep, says Powley. 
“The dream is working with 
people you actually love hanging 
out with - that’s what we got on 
this show.” She adds: “And that is 
rare.” Odoffin agrees, deadpan: 

“T definitely recommend having to 
dance in front of your coworkers 
on the first day you meet. It does 
something for morale.” 

Appleton hopes Everything 
I Know About Love will help 
twentysomethings embrace the 
uncertainty of those years: “It’s 
amessy time, and that is good - 
figuring stuff out in the mess.” 

Now 30, however, Appleton 
and Powley feel they are out of 
the woods. Powley says, starting 
anew decade, she had that cliche 
realisation: “Oh, THIS is whoI am!” 
“When you are in your early 20s 
you’re searching a bit, or certainly 
I was - working out who I was 
through friendships, relationships, 
work, love, sex,” she says. “Dolly’s 
captured that perfectly.” 

“Yeah, totally,” agrees Appleton. 
Allthe same, “you couldn’t pay me 
to go back to my early 20s”. 
Everything I Know About Love starts 
at 10.40pm on BBC One on 7 June 


The Boys 


This superhero show is as thrilling as Game 


of Thrones - but with spicy satire not dragons 
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ig year for the TV 

penis. There was 

Euphoria, and 

the big hog at the 

centre of And 

Just Like That. 
There was the talking penis in 
Pam & Tommy, which frankly 
deserved more airtime, and the 
dick-puppeteering that opened 
Jackass Forever. And then there’s 
a penis in episode one of the new 
series of The Boys (from Friday, 
Amazon Prime Video), which... 
well, even if I could tell you what 
happens with and to the penis, 
I don’t think I could in the word 
count I have. It has drastically 
made me rethink my relationship 
with my own penis. Let’s just leave 
it at that. I don’t want to talk about 
my penis any more before six to 
eight weeks of therapy. 

Itis probably time for us to 
confront the idea that The Boys 
is good. I know, I didn’t see this 
coming either. The first series - a 
dark-in-a-juvenile-way show where 
superheroes exist, are celebrities, 
but also have hidden horrors - 
had a number of great set-pieces, 
a decent enough eight-episode 
storyline, and really relied on Karl 
Urban growling the C-word every 
few minutes. It was fine. This could 
be as much about the platform 
as the content: one thing Prime 
seems to have struggled with is 
nailing a series premise, and The 
Boys looked as if it might go in the 
bin marked “Hunters”. The Man 
in the High Castle had its fans, The 
Marvelous Mrs Maisel is probably 
the best thing they’ve done, and 
The Grand Tour will always havea 
rabid, jeans-and-sheux viewership, 
but while Netflix can alchemise 
ahit series simply by putting it 


on its homepage and making the 
algorithm convince you that you 
need to watch it immediately (“You 
must watch the entirety of Nailed It! 
before everyone else alive, for some 
reason!”), Prime has lagged behind. 

The Boys is trying to reverse 
that trend, starting by being good 
and augmenting that by being 
persistent. We’re on series three 
now, and it has firmly jumped from 
askyscraper and landed in a power- 
stance on its feet. The world of The 
Boys is a dense one; a platform fora 
story or stories to squirm and skitter 
ina hundred different possible 
directions, and it makes the absolute 
most of its R-rating to make people’s 
heads and bodies graphically 
explode as muchas possible. 

Iknow we’ve all forgotten it 
happened, but there was a show 
a few years ago called Game of 
Thrones, and spiritually The Boys 
has borrowed a lot of the good 
stuff from that without all the 
tits-and-dragons bits: villains 
have redemption arcs and goodies 
become baddies, no character 
is too beloved to be safe froma 
violent death, the backstabbing 
and politicking is as good as the 
vibrant gore, and sometimes 


Karl Urbanis still 
struggling with 
an English accent, 
as ifit’s acat he’s 
trying to getinto 
acarrier to take 
tothe vets 


someone dies in a way that makes 
you choke for a moment and pause 
the TV. Series three, so far, has all 
of that, and some flashbacks. 

But what I enjoy most about 
series three is that The Boys is 
now so comfortable in its own 
skin that it can make increasingly 
spicy choices with the culture that 
it lampoons. Ina fairly “safe” era 
when people daren’t say anything 
in case hordes of folk disagree with 
or cancel them, this feels genuinely 
surprising. There’s a lot of good, 
modern subplot here: series two’s 
main villain was revealed to be 
a Nazi with a fiercesome online 
fanbase even after they were 
unmasked as evil; the faceless 
megacorporation in charge of 
the superheroes is obsessed 
with ratings and how astory will 
play with a fanbase rather than 
whether it’s good or not; there’s 
avery astute take on the wave of 
corporate “we hear you” back- 
patting that happened in the wake 
of George Floyd’s death. 

The Boys might be about capes 
and exploding heads and Karl 
Urban, years later, still struggling 
with an English accent as if it’s 
acat he’s trying to get intoa 
carrier to take to the vets, but 
it’s managing to do all that while 
wryly saying things that a lot of 
supposedly clear-eyed, mirror- 
up-to-society shows right now 
are shying away from. There are 
afew blips - it’s still, visually, too 
blue; it does that very American 
TV thing of making a bad character 
be completely kind and normal 
toa child, to make us remember 
that, hey, they’re just human - 
but other than that, catch me at 
BoysCon 2023. I’ll be the guy telling 
everyone about my penis trauma. 


WHAT’SON Television 


Pick of the week 

The Midwich Cuckoos 
Thursday, 9pm, 

Sky Max 


Saturday 


Pick ofthe day 

The Real Charlie Chaplin 

gpm, Sky Documentaries 
Another documentary about a 
global figure whose fall from grace 
left a controversial legacy - Charlie 
Chaplin’s life is scrupulously 
unpicked, from his start in the 
Victorian slums to a Hollywood 
career that became shrouded with 
accusations of sexual misconduct 
and communist sympathies. 
From the award-winning team 
behind Notes on Blindness, it 

uses never-before-heard audio 
clips, dramatic reconstructions 
and plentiful archive footage. HR 


Celebrity Catchpoint 

7.30pm, BBC One 

Paddy McGuinness hosts a celebrity 
edition of the ludicrous but fun 
gameshow in which contestants 

try to answer general knowledge 
questions while catching a variety 
of awkwardly sized balls. Tonight’s 
runners and riders: Remi Burgz and 
DJ Target take on Karen Hauer and 


“Trying to killit already?” a pregnant woman asks 
her unimpressed sister who visits armed with 
wine. It’s just one of many heavy hints about the 
trouble ahead in the idyllic town of Midwich - along 
witha newly arrived couple trying for a baby, and 
that lingering shot ofa “voted best town to raise 
afamily’ article. Soon, there is a freak power cut 
in which everybody falls unconscious, and all 
women of child-bearing age wake up pregnant. 
Theseven-part drama willtake the same sci-fi 
direction as the 1957 novel upon whichit is based, 
with psychotherapist Dr Susannah Zellaby 
(Keeley Hawes) ona mission to get to the bottom 
of what the hell is happening. Hollie Richardson 


JJ Chalmers with charity money 
at stake. Phil Harrison 


The Great Garden Revolution 
8pm, Channel 4 

Growing food is this week’s focus 
ona show that is always a fecund 
source of advice. Bradford resident 
Nadiya asks for help; an edible lawn 
and a fence that turns into a table 
are just some of the bright ideas 

she receives. Jack Seale 


Two Daughters, Sun 


Secrets of the Queen's 
Coronation 

gpm, Channel 4 

Like it or not, there is a lot 

of jubilee-themed TV on the 

way. Things kick off with this 
documentary, showing rare colour 
footage of what went on behind 
the scenes and out on the streets 
during the coronation. Andrew 
Parker Bowles - ex-husband of 
Camilla, and former page boy to the 
Queen - also shares memories. HR 


Beck 

9pm, BBC Four 

After a cop fatally shoots a 
teenager, angry protests kick offin 
Stockholm. Even homicide veteran 
Beck is unnerved by an escalation 
near the police academy where his 
grandson Vilhelm is training. The 
last in the current run of the well- 
crafted Swedish procedural skews 
dark but there are still flashes of 
offbeat humour. Graeme Virtue 


Later - With Jools Holland 
9.35pm, BBC Two 

Oscar nominee Jessie Buckley and 
former Suede guitarist Bernard 
Butler perform songs from their 


Drawers Off: The Big Naked "4 
Painting Challenge, Mon a = 
collaborative album. Also joining 
Jools: London-based singer 
Poppy Ajudha, post-punk band 
Warmduscher and dance-pop 
quartet Confidence Man. HR 


Sunday 


Pick ofthe day 

Two Daughters 

9pm, BBC Two 

“As amum I just want to go curl 

up and die somewhere, really. 
What keeps me going is justice for 
all women.” The murders of Mina 
Smallman’s daughters - Bibaa 
Henry and Nicole Smallman - ina 
park in June 2020 were devastating. 
When it transpired that police 
officers had taken selfies with their 
bodies, her grief was channelled 
into a furious campaign for change. 
She asked Stacey Dooley to help tell 
her family’s ongoing story in this 
thoughtful and pressing film. HR 


Midsomer Murders: 25 Years 

of Mayhem 

7pm, ITV 

“Midsomer Murders is like Agatha 
Christie on speed,” says John 
Nettles, AKA DCI Tom Barnaby, to 
open up this hour-long celebration 
of TV’s deadliest (and silliest) place. 
He’s joined by familiar faces such as 
his successor Neil Dudgeon (John 
Barnaby) and on-screen wife Jane 
Wymark (Joyce Barnaby). The next 
episode in the current run - The 
Scarecrow Murders - follows. HR 


Gentleman Jack 

9pm, BBC One 

Season two concludes, melting 
away all minor concerns to focus on 
who can cope with Anne (Suranne 
Jones) and Ann’s (Sophie Rundle) 
love, and who can’t - including 
nervy Ann herself. It’s alow-key 
finale, but not without two or three 
air-punchingly satisfying scenes. JS 


Hunted 

gpm, Channel 4 

This show is both thrilling and 
sinister, revealing - in the guise 
of entertainment - the staggering 
extent of surveillance in modern 
Britain. Tonight, Katie and Liam 
lead the hunters to an abandoned 
ski centre. But who is watching 
whom? Elsewhere, it’s the oldest 
Hunted fail in the book as Sarah 
tries to sneak a peek at her kids. PH 


Conversations With Friends 
10pm, BBC Three 

Plodding along at a glacial pace, 
the pensive drama sees Bobbi and 
Frances back from Croatia. They 
decide to move in together but - 
with Nick and Frances constantly 
snogging each other in every room 
- will it help or hinder the best pals’ 
dwindling friendship? HR 


Harry Styles x Radio 1's 

Big Weekend 

10.40pm, BBC One 

To mark the closing night of 
Radio 1’s annual festival, Clara 
Amfo introduces a headline set 
from the ex-One Direction star, 
who recently released his third 
album, Harry’s House. Expect 
top-quality pop, given the album’s 
positive reviews - the Guardian’s 
Alexis Petridis called it “a perfect 
reflection of the pop star who 
made it”. Alexi Duggins 


Monday 


Pickoftheday 

Drawers Off: The Big Naked 
Painting Challenge 

5.30pm, Channel 4 

“In the studio we’ve got paints, 
colours and colourful markers. 
Behind the curtain, somebody’s 
starkers!” A software developer and 
a barber are among the amateur 
artists having a nude awakening 

in this life-drawing competition. 
Every evening throughout the 
week, enthusiastic host Jenny 
Eclair gives the contestants a new 
model to put on canvas using their 
own skillsets, imagination and flair. 
They then mark each other out of 
10 - and the winning artist walks 
away witha £1,000 prize. HR 


Springwatch 

8pm, BBC Two 

Chris Packham and Michaela 
Strachan return to showcase the 
best of British wildlife. In tonight’s 
opener, Iolo Williams is having a 
gander at eagles and otters on the 
Isle of Mull, while Megan McCubbin 
visits Kielder Forest. Tomorrow: 
adders, owls and a lesser-spotted 
woodpecker. Ali Catterall 


Britain's Got Talent 

8pm, ITV 

In the first of the live semi-finals, 
which run through the week, the 
judges welcome back eight acts as 
wellas golden buzzer performers 
Loren Allred, Axel Blake, Born to 
Perform, Keiichi Iwasaki and Flintz 
& T4ylor. The first finalist will be 
chosen via public vote and the 
second by the judges. HR 


Silent Witness 

9pm, BBC One 

Halfway into the 25th-anniversary 
season, Nikki (Emilia Fox) 
examines the butchered body 

of aman after his bloodied wife 
walks into a police station witha 
knife in her hand. Amanda Burton 
continues to enjoy her return 

asa shifty Sam Ryan - with her 
intentions still unclear. HR 


The Chris & Rosie Ramsey Show 
9pm, BBC Two 

It was only a matter of time before 
this smash hit of a podcast made 
its way to TV. The geordie comedy 
couple are joined by Craig Revel 
Horwood and his fiance, Jonathan 
Myring, for a poke around their 
relationship, listening to audience 
confessions and - hopefully - 
keeping the bickering short ofa 
full-blown row. AD 


DAVID APPLEBY/SKY UK; CURIOUS FILMS/BBC; HBO 


Lucy 
The Black Death, Tue 


The Time Traveler's Wife 

gpm, Sky Atlantic 

Steven Moffat’s unstable emotional 
rollercoaster cranks back to the 
troubled youth of Clare (Rose 
Leslie), who is frustrated by her 
own linear experience of time. She 
recalls when she was The Girl Who 
Waited (for Henry to visit) - and 
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after being kicked by a horse toa 
heart attack survivor whose nose 
wouldn’t stop bleeding. HR 


State of the Union 

10pm, BBC Two 

Stephen Frears and Nick Hornby’s 
thoughtful series continues to 
itemise the disintegrating marriage 
of Ellen and Scott (Patricia 
Clarkson and Brendan Gleeson). 
Much of it feels pretty universal - 
imperfections are heightened but a 
connection remains. Tonight, Scott 
learns surprising new information 
about Ellen that highlights their 
loss of true intimacy. PH 


when her teen self wanted more. JS Wednesday 
Tuesda Pick of the day 
y The Repair Shop Jubilee Special 
8pm, BBC One 
Pickoftheday The ever-affable Jay Blades and 


Once Upona Time in Londongrad 
gpm, Sky Documentaries 

“T’m often asked, as an 
investigative journalist, whether I 
get scared doing this kind of work,” 
says reporter Heidi Blake, who talks 
us through this six-parter. “My 
honest answer has always been 

no - but Ihave to say that changed 
working on this story.” Set across 
Vladimir Putin’s two decades in 
power, it follows the death ofa 
multimillionaire property tycoon 
entangled with Russian oligarchs, 
10 Downing Street and Washington 
DC - after his ex-wife said she didn’t 
believe it was suicide. HR 


Marcus Wareing’s Tales 

from a Kitchen Garden 

7pm, BBC Two 

The last episode in this warm 
hug ofa series, which follows the 
chef’s slower pace of life in the 
countryside, sees him take a trip 
to Kent to plant a nut orchard on 
a farm. He then gets a lesson in 
perfecting compost. HR 


Bake Off: The Professionals 
8pm, Channel 4 

Amountain of sport-themed 
choux buns; 24-layer crepe cakes; 
savoury slices with a twist ... it 
can only be patisserie week. Liam 
Charles and Sarah Solomon are on 
hand to calm the seven remaining 
paired-up professionals, who will 
face the judgement of Benoit Blin 
and Cherish Finden. HR 


Lucy Worsley Investigates: 
The Black Death 

9pm, BBC Two 

In an episode that doesn’t feel 
amillion miles away from our 
recent reality, the historian takes 
her magnifying glass to the first 
wave of the Black Death in 1348 
-a pandemic that wiped out a 
third of the British population 
over just a few years. She starts 
by testing the DNA of skeletons of 
plague victims. HR 


24 Hours in A&E 

gpm, Channel 4 

A look back at some of St George’s 
hospital’s most memorable 
admissions: from the personal 
trainer whose leg was broken 


his crafty team bring us a jubilee 
special of the restoration show - 
taking four items, each with a link 
to (you’ve guessed it) the royal 
family, and giving them anew 
lease of life. First up, a woman’s 
unfinished pearly suit which 
belonged to her former pearly 
king father. Then, a handpainted 
plate to celebrate Queen Victoria’s 
coronation. HR 


Between the Covers 

7.30pm, BBC Two 

“Blessed be the books.” Sara 
Cox’s picks this week are the 
Margaret Atwood classic The 
Handmaid’s Tale and Monica Ali’s 
Love Marriage. Her page-turning 
team includes Jo Brand (named 
after Little Women’s Jo March, it 
transpires), Neil Morrissey, Darren 
Harriott and Nina Wadia. HR 


Glow Up: Britain's Next 
Make-Up Star 

8pm, BBC Three 

The MUAs are asked to not be too 
“out there” with their commercial 
looks for H&M Beauty’s summer 
campaign. They then need to 
create a look inspired by “a season 
of change” that has happened in 
their lives - showcasing their skills 
and backstories. HR 


The Great British Sewing Bee 
9pm, BBC One 

It’s music week: the sewers start 
by making waterproof parkas 


fit for the 60s mod scene. They 
might look like simple designs, 

but - as contestants struggle with 
the finer details that make a coat 

a parka - it’s no easy task. Next, 
they must create costumes worthy 
of a country music star; then it’s a 
made-to-measure outfit inspired by 
David Bowie. Precious Adesina 


Inside No9 

9pm, BBC Two 

No one who watched TV in the 70s 
would fail to quiver in fear at the 
mention of the public information 
films that warned of the dangers 
of strangers, pylons and birthday 
cakes. In the last episode of this 
season of the dark anthology, Reece 
Shearsmith is Ronnie, aman who 
lives life by the rules he learned 
back then - but does he know right 
from wrong? Hannah Verdier 


George Clarke's Flipping Fast 
gpm, Channel 4 

Hundred-grand designs: the show 
that gives wannabe developers 
£100,000 of seed money to race 
up the property ladder continues. 
This week, family teams are in 

the spotlight, with mother and 
daughter Janet and Olivia and 
young brothers Ricky and Andrew 
both snapping up three-bedroom 
houses in need of some TLC. GV 


Hypothetical 

10pm, Dave 

The all-new quickfire round is 
proving a stroke of genius, as 
tonight we see Bill Bailey, Jo 
Brand, Harriet Kemsley and Darren 
Harriott spout a glorious array of 
one-liners. With cries of “crowbar” 
and “fun-monger” aplenty, 
Widdicombe and Acaster continue 
to overachieve given the show’s 
simple but chortle-worthy premise. 
Danielle De Wolfe 


Thursday 

Pick ofthe day 

Making Sense of Cancer With 
Hannah Fry 

9pm, BBC Two 


Asa professor of maths, Hannah 
Fry is used to making sense of 
things through numbers and facts 
- but how will this affect the way 
she navigates a cervical cancer 
diagnosis at the age of 36? In this 
documentary, she watches videos 


Making Sense of Cancer With Hannah Fry, Thu Rs 


she recorded throughout her 
journey, and speaks to experts and 
fellow cancer patients about the 
reality of diagnoses today. HR 


Taskmaster 

gpm, Channel 4 

Each series of Taskmaster has a 
wildcard contestant. This time it’s 
the excellent Sophie Duker, who 
displays astounding - if utterly, 
gloriously pointless - levels of 
persistence tonight. Elsewhere, 
Greg Davies is decidedly 
unimpressed by the songwriting 
skills of Ardal O’Hanlon. PH 


The Staircase 

gpm, Sky Atlantic 

Inits penultimate episode, this 
labyrinthine true-crime drama 

- based ona case that launched 

a thousand conspiracy theories 

- remains as opaque as ever. 
Sophie, a compellingly mysterious 
character in a show not short 

on intrigue, strives to establish 
Michael’s innocence. Henry Wong 


Big Boys 

10pm, Channel 4 

“It’s like a Greek tragedy,” Danny 
explains to his therapist about 

not being able to have sex at uni 
because of his antidepressants. We 
learn more about what’s happening 
in his home life, with writer Jack 
Rooke continuing to explore mental 
health taboos with a perfect blend 
of tenderness and comedy gold. HR 


The Flight Attendant 

10.15pm, Sky Max 

Cassie touches down in Reykjavik 
for tonight’s misadventures, after 
being led there by a cryptic text. 
With her increasingly bizarre travel 
log raising suspicion among her 
compatriots - primarily co-worker 
Shane (Griffin Matthews) - Kaley 
Cuoco’s comic timing remains 
impeccable as this darkly waggish 
series ramps up. DDW 


Friday 


Pickoftheday 

Love Life 

10.40pm, BBC One 

Tonight’s double bill finale starts 
with the Covid pandemic hitting 

- and the way Marcus (William 
Jackson Harper) navigates isolating 
as a single person, potentially being 


furloughed and obsessively wiping 
surfaces is relatable to the point of 
triggering. He can’t stop thinking 
about Mia (Jessica Williams), but is 
meeting an ex during a pandemica 
good idea? Then, the final episode 
of this excellently crafted comedy- 
drama jumps toa year later. HR 


Gardeners’ World 

8pm, BBC Two 

Monty Don shares his best tips for 
anyone wanting to get the best from 
tomatoes planted in grow bags. 

He also shows us how to divide 
agapanthus (lily of the Nile), and 
answers the SOS calls of anyone 
thirsty for help with revamping a 
dry garden. HR 


Here We Go 

8.30pm, BBC One 

It’s the last episode of Tom Basden’s 
sitcom and, of course, it ends with 
yet another family calamity. This 
time it involves a camping trip, an 
attempt to stop a wedding anda 
run-in with the police. Harmless, 
cheery fun. HR 


The Terror: Infamy 

9pm, BBC Two 

The double bill finale begins with 
a dream sequence of the afterlife; 
an ominous portent of what’s to 
come. Back in the waking world, 
the terrible truth about Hiroshima 
is revealed as white America 
celebrates. There’s a faceoff with 
Yuko the evil spirit, who has stolen 
Luz and Chester’s baby. AC 


The Other One 

9.30pm, BBC Two 

The first series of this raucous 
sitcom about chalk-and-cheese 
sisters belatedly meeting after their 
philandering father’s death ended 
with a jaw-dropping twist. As Cat 
(Lauren Socha) and Cathy (Ellie 
White) corral various bickering 
relatives for a pow-wow ata 
northern soul night, the season 
two climax is similarly OTT. GV 


The Lateish Show With 
MoGilligan 

10pm, Channel 4 

The effortlessly funny Gilligan’s 
Bafta-winning chat-cum-sketch- 
cum-gameshow is back with 
chic legend Nile Rodgers, comic 
Iain Stirling and Manc MC Aitch, 
who face risque questions from 
the audience ina game of Reply 
or Deny. AD 


WHAT'S ON Streaming 


ge, 
2 ——— a a 
SE Tia 
es ee el 


W, 


Walerme 


Pick of the week 


Disney-, from 
Wednesday 


Quinta Brunson’s mockumentary comedy set 

in arough-round-the-edges Philadelphia school 
manages a rare feat. As any teacher worth their 

salt might demand, it shows rather than tells. 

We're encouraged to sympathise with the school's 
scrappy kids and hard-pressed, passionate teachers. 
But the show strikes a fine balance between comic 
charm and subtle polemic about the inadequacies 
of the US education system. As we join the action, 
ateacher has been fired for kicking a student and 

a funding battle begins over basic equipment. 
Brunson also stars as Janine Teagues, an endearing 
if slightly scatty teacher who delights the kids but 
sometimes bothers her superiors. Phil Harrison 


Netflix, from Thursday 

The heyday of Scandi-drama 
seems like a distant memory, 

but the return of Birgitte Nyborg 
(Sidse Babett Knudsen) feels 

like a welcome visit from an old 
friend. A decade ago, she felt likea 
principled anomaly. In the populist 
era, she’s even more of a liberal 
wish-fulfilment fantasy. Nyborg 

is now minister for foreign affairs 

- and when oil is discovered in 
Greenland, she’s at the centre of an 
international power struggle in the 
Arctic. She also has to keep an eye 
on Katrine Fgnsmark (Birgitte Hjort 
Sgrensen) who is milking her status 
as a “Nyborg expert” on TV. PH 


Amazon Prime Video, from 
Friday 

“I may be asuperhero. But I’m still 
just aman who fell in love with 

the wrong woman.” Homelander 
(Antony Starr) is attempting a 
rebrand, but his gentler mode 
seems even more unhinged. This is 
par for the course for this returning 
superhero spoof - it manages to 
have its cake and eat it by satisfying 
a taste for satire and spectacular 
ultraviolence. Butcher (Karl Urban) 
now works for the government and 
is unusually calm. But when the 
Boys learn of a mysterious anti- 
Supe weapon, they collide with the 
Seven and all hell breaks loose. PH 


StarzPlay, from Friday 

Strip clubs had a tough time 
through the pandemic, and the 
Pynk - in the fictional, deep south 
town of Chucalissa - was no 
different. Covid-related departures 
created vacancies. Cue Roulette 

- anew dancer (portrayed by Gail 
Bean of Snowfall fame), ready 

to give the club a few headaches 
and a much-needed fresh lease of 
life. The first season of this show 
was a sleeper hit, but P-Valley 
deserves more attention: it’s saucy 
in every sense, but the stories 

are told generously and from the 
perspectives of the dancers, and 
are all the better for it. PH 


Disney-, from Tuesday 


Based on Sex Pistols guitarist Steve 
Jones's memoir, Danny Boyle's six- 
part comedy-drama rattles along 
energetically enough, summoning up 
the mood of dank, repressed mid-70s 
Britain. The angle feels relatively new 
- Jones's (Toby Wallace) perspective 
has been explored less than Sid 
Vicious's and Johnny Rotten’s, and 
his abusive childhood is evoked in 

all its claustrophobic grimness. But 
there's an earnestness to the script 
and performances that feels slightly 
off, undercutting the band's nihilism. 
However much they gurn and sneer, 
the actors simply aren't grubby or 
delinquent enough to pull it off. PH 


Apple TV+, from Friday 

This Lycra-clad comedy-drama, 
launched last year, aims to do 

for the fitness video what Glow 
did for female wrestling: present 
it as an emblem of an era, set in 
amber and ripe for all sorts of 
melodrama and kitsch period 
detail. The problem is, unlike 
Glow, the characters are never 
quite well-drawn enough for it 

to convince, either as drama or 
comedy. In season two, Sheila 
Rubin (Rose Byrne) deals with the 
aftermath of breakthrough success 
- her workout video has spawned 
imitators and jealous also-rans 
eager for ashare of her spoils. PH 


, | 


Netflix, from Friday 
Season one of this wonderfully 
daft adventure show (think 

The Crystal Maze with regular 
plummets into boiling red gloop) 
did big, albeit possibly Covid- 
related, numbers for Netflix, soa 
second season was a no-brainer. 
But once you’ve created an 
obstacle course of bubbling 
volcanic matter, how do you raise 
the stakes? It’s obvious really: a 
massive volcano, spewing even 
hotter lava! It’s fair to say no one 
can be accused of overthinking this 
show’s USP, and that’s part of the 
appeal. Put it this way: you’ll watch 
more than one episode. PH 
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Catchup TV 


A rare and precious comedy 


and the secret lives of dinos 


Big Boys 
Channel 4/All 4 
Kk kbs 


Jack Rooke’s new six-part comedy, 
based on his autobiographical 
stage shows, centres on - yes -a 
character called Jack (Derry Girls’ 
Dylan Llewellyn). The meat of the 
six episodes is about him - cowed, 
nervy and nerdy - establishing 
himself, coming out and making 
friends, particularly with Danny 
(Jon Pointing), a lairy lad’s lad who 
is keen to see Jack maximise his 
social and sexual opportunities. 
Though it’s gentler and less 
frenetic, Big Boys’ frankness, heart 
and wit, and the seriousness with 
which it treats the issues young 
people face, evokes the mighty 
Sex Education. It also feels a rare 
and precious thing for characters 
(especially young, male characters) 
to get along and be funny without 
endless snark, and be intent on 
building each other up - rather 
than tearing each other down. 
More power to them. Lucy Mangan 


Prehistoric Planet 
Apple TV+ 
kk kk 


This series is stuffed to bursting with 
incredibly realistic CGI renderings 
of dinosaurs. They’re so convincing 
you find yourself thinking: “Hang 
on. I’ve just seen dinosaurs. They’ve 
just filmed a wildlife documentary 
in the Cretaceous period and I’ve 
watched it.” It is a heady, if slightly 
disorientating, experience, which 
is only increased by the fact it’s 
presented by David Attenborough. 
We're given innumerable specifics 
about feeding behaviours, how 
young are reared, and winter 
survival techniques that currently 
form the best of our knowledge. 
The spectacle is wonderful and 

the information valuable. But 
perhaps by the end there will be 

an appetite for something more 
about how the fossil record tells 
experts what it does. LM 


Gentleman Jack Changed My Life 
BBC One/iPlayer 
totktoks 


This programme about the impact 
of the 19th-century landowner, 
industrialist and lesbian Anne 
Lister, who left a series of diaries 
about all three things when she 
died in 1840, could have been 
gruesomely self-congratulatory. 
Instead, it presents real women’s 
stories simply and unsensationally. 
Take Yvonne, 63, a divorced mother 
of two whose youth came flooding 
back to her as she was watching the 
series; it helped her finally make 
sense of it - she wasn’t straight. It 

is a bittersweet hour. The palpable 
anxiety, sorrow, fear, all those 
wasted years, the lives lived 

under the cosh of other people’s 
expectations, could hardly make it 
otherwise. But it is also a testament 
to the fact that things can change 
for the better. It feels like a quiet 
act of resistance to have sucha 
celebratory show. LM 


State of the Union 
BBC Two/iPlayer 
kkk 


I did not love the first season of this 
drama, written by Nick Hornby and 
directed by Stephen Frears, with 
each 10-minute episode featuring 
theatrical verbal sparring about 
love, marriage and record collecting 
- but I did end up with a grudging 
admiration for it. Season two moves 
to the US, toa coffee shop, where 
Brendan Gleeson and Patricia 
Clarkson await their therapists and 
try to make sense of a changing 
world. Both are in their 60s, and 
have been married for more than 30 
years. There have been affairs, but 
not recently enough for the wounds 
to feel raw. Ellen is thinking they 
should probably get divorced, while 
Scott is coasting, oblivious. At its 
best, there is little in the way of 
explicit drama. It is more a question 
of identity, and how that shifts over 
time. Rebecca Nicholson 


Audio 


Podcasts 


Pick of the week 
Take a Stool 


Widely available, episodes weekly 

Stephen Manderson, AKA Professor Green 
(pictured), who once nearly died because of gut 
problems, asks his celebrity friends to send their 
poo inthe post toalab. Based onthe results, 

he delves into the bowels of the guests’ lives. 
This week, SAS: Who Dares Wins star Jason Fox 
dismantles the taboos by getting real about 
“shitting through the eye ofa needle” onashared 
toilet in the special forces. Hollie Richardson 


Where You From? 

Global Player, episodes weekly 
LBC’s Lillie Almond asks guests 
including Nadiya Hussain (pictured 
right) and Nish Kumar the all- 
too-frequent question and gets 
fascinating answers. MP David 
Lammy is first up, reflecting on his 
experience of leaving Tottenham 
for ascholarship at an all-white 
school and where the UK is on 
race today. Hannah Verdier 


SlowBurn 

Widely available, episodes weekly 
from Wednesday 

“What will the future of abortion 
look like in America?” asks Slow 
Burn’s host Susan Matthews. 

“It might look a lot like the past.” 
The history podcast’s seventh 
season turns a timely lens on Roe 
v Wade, with horrific stories about 
the time before legalised abortion 
which illustrate how vital the 
endangered ruling is. HV 


Legit Classics 

Widely available, episodes weekly 
from Monday 

“You don’t need a cravat, arare 
wine collection and villain Tuscany 


Aye? > 
to sample the delights of the Greco- 
Roman world.” Soruns the intro of 
this series from classicist Jasmine 
Elmer. It’s an enjoyably plain- 
speaking look at ancient history, 
with guests such as breakout 
University Challenger Bobby 
Seagull, chatting about “our main 
man Pythagoras”. Alexi Duggins 


The Spying Game 

Widely available, episodes weekly 
How close to real life are spy 
movies? Rory Bremner finds out 
as he introduces former agents 

to the stars who portray them 
on-screen. The Night Manager 
star Alistair Petrie meets the CIA’s 
brilliantly titled chief of disguise, 
while author Ben Macintyre meets 
an ex-British intelligence officer 

in highly informative chats. AD 


Radio 


Platinum Brits 

Sat, 9pm, Radio 2 

Across four episodes, Liz Kershaw 
celebrates the artists whose singles 
have shifted 600,000 units or more. 
First up are the singers and bands 
who achieved the feat on their first 
attempt, from the swooning twirl 
of Kate Bush’s (pictured above) 
Wuthering Heights to the instant 
cultural phenomena that were 

the Spice Girls (Wannabe) and 
Arctic Monkeys (I Bet You Look 
Good on the Dancefloor). After 
that, Kershaw explores how songs 
about love helped Amy Winehouse, 
Gabrielle, Lewis Capaldi and others 
to score massive hits. Jack Seale 


The Conversation 

Mon, 11.32am, BBC World Service 
The idea that a book can change a 
young woman’s life is a powerful 
one and there’s no shortage of 
inspiration on the shelves, as Kim 
Chakanetsa finds while she hears 
about how the publishing industry 
is shifting its attention to the needs 
of new readers. Her guests include 
Mel Mazman, the chief product 
officer for the very successful 
Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls 
franchise, and sci-fi writer Nnedi 
Okorafor, author of a series about 
Black Panther hero T’Challa’s tech- 
loving sister Shuri. Hannah Verdier 


How toSteala Trillion 

Mon, 1.45pm, Radio 4 

“Every year, a trillion dollars is 
stolen from the world’s developing 
nations ... anda significant amount 
of that moves through London.” 
Each night this week, journalist and 
author Oliver Bullough explores 
the modern history of money 
laundering, asks why Britain is 

at the heart of it and looks for 
answers on what we need to do 
about it - starting this afternoon 
with an episode on the invention of 
offshore money laundering in the 
City of London during the 50s. 
Hollie Richardson 


The Truth About Tourette's 
Tue, 11am, Radio 4 

“For me Tourette’s isn’t a 
weakness; I like to call it my 
superpower.” So says journalist 
Aidy Smith, who lives with the 
condition that many still associate 
with swearing outbursts (which 
affects around 10% of those with 
the syndrome). In this thoughtful, 
often moving show, Smith talks to 
people with Tourette’s - including 
Big Brother winner Pete Bennett 

- about how it can be a fuel for 
creativity, not just a punchline. 
Henry Wong 


WHAT'S ON Fil 


Cat People 


Thursday, 9.05pm, BBC Four 
This seductive 1942 RKO horror 
is from the director/producer 
team of Jacques Tourneur and 
Val Lewton, showing here with 
another of their collaborations, 

I Walked With a Zombie. Kent 
Smith’s Oliver weds Serbian Irena 
(the feline Simone Simon) but 
she refuses to consummate the 
marriage, believing a myth that 
she will turn into a panther when 
aroused. Suggestive rather than 
graphic, the film earns its chills 
from what our minds create out 
ofits play of light and darkness. SW 


Pick of the week 
Vera Drake 
Thursday, 
gpm, AMC 


In light of the threat to Roe v Wade in the US, this 
screening of Mike Leigh's heart-rending 2004 
dramais nothing if not timely. Imelda Staunton 

is outstanding as Vera,a community-spirited, 
working-class mother in 1950 London, who cleans 
the houses of the rich, looks out for her neighbours, 
and performs illegal abortions on Fridays. She 
does the latter unpaid to help women in trouble - 
but it’s adangerous procedure and she keeps ita 
secret from her family. Amid the copious cups of 
tea and cameos from many Leigh regulars, the film 
is both acondemnation of women’s choices being 
criminalised anda reminder that the lawisn't the 
same for every strata of society. Simon Wardell 


Ex Machina 


Jeremiah Johnson 


Saturday, 11.20pm, Film4 

In his smart 2015 sci-fi thriller, Alex 
Garland pushes at the extremities 
of modern technology and sees 
what cracks, Black Mirror-style. 
Domhnall Gleeson plays young 
programmer Caleb, invited by his 
big-tech billionaire boss Nathan 

(a swaggering Oscar Isaac) to his 
remote mountain estate. He’s there 
to test out Nathan’s AI creation Ava 
(Alicia Vikander) to see if she can 
pass for human. Intellect battles 
with emotion as Caleb is drawn to 
the beautiful, seemingly vulnerable 
robot, while the ethics of creating 
(and destroying) sentient life are 
brought viscerally to the fore. SW 


Sunday, 12.45pm, TCM Movies 
This handsomely mounted western 
from 1972 may remind you more 
than a bit of Alejandro Ifarritu’s 
The Revenant. Robert Redford’s 
would-be trapper/hunter struggles 
to survive in the Rockies as he 
learns his craft, encountering 
eccentric mountain men and 
Native American tribes (friendly 
and hostile) while facing death in 
its many forms. Sydney Pollack’s 
engrossing film has moments of 
comedy (Johnson accidentally 
finds himself with an Indigenous 
bride) but also acknowledges the 
harshness and solitude of the life 
he has chosen. SW 


Interstellar 


Wednesday, 9pm, Sky Cinema 
Greats 

Ambition is always a quality to be 
lauded ina film, and Christopher 
Nolan’s astrophysical sci-fi has it 
in spades. Matthew McConaughey 
plays a US astronaut turned 
farmer on a doomed, near-future 
Earth, selected for a perilous 
mission through an unexplained 
wormhole to a galaxy where a 
habitable home for humanity 
may be found. It’s brain-frying, 
existential stuff - particularly in 
the ending - but through a series 
of stupendous, timey-wimey set- 
pieces, the simple if cosmic power 
of love prevails. SW 


Brooklyn Sport 
Thursday, 11.40pm, BBC One Tennis 
John Crowley’s adaptation ofColm | FrenchOpen 


Toibin’s novel is centred on Saoirse 
Ronan’s relatable performance 

as Eilis, a young woman in 1951 
Ireland who emigrates to New 
York. She’s left her stultifying small 
town for the opportunities the US 
can offer - from work and study 

to romance with Italian-American 
plumber Tony (Emory Cohen). But 
the lure of the old country lingers, 
and when a tragedy takes her back 
home she finds herself emotionally 
shanghaied into staying longer. 
The differences between the US 
and Ireland are pointed but never 
cliched, as we watch Eilis strive 

to live life on her own terms. SW 


The Matrix 
Resurrections 


Friday, 10am, 8pm, Sky Cinema 
Premiere 

Whether this sequel to the classic 
trilogy is necessary is moot. But 
the returning Lana Wachowksi 
offers up a nostalgic reboot of 

the philosophies, characters and 
even scenes from the influential 
earlier movies, as Thomas (Keanu 
Reeves) and Tiffany (Carrie-Anne 
Moss) - or are they really Neo and 
Trinity? - work out what is virtually 
real and what is real real. It’s all 
relentlessly meta, with Reeves, 
following his ageing Ted in the 
recent Bill & Ted update, enjoying 
playing another erstwhile hero 
pondering his mortality. SW 


Sat, 9.30am, Eurosport1 
Day seven at Roland Garros, Paris. 


Cycling 

Giro d'Ttalia 

Sat, 11am, Eurosport 2 

The penultimate stage, a167km 
ride from Belluno to Marmolada. 


Challenge Cup Rugby League 
Wigan Warriors v Huddersfield 
Giants 

Sat, 2pm, BBC One 

The final from Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium in London. 


Champions Cup Rugby Union 
LaRochelle v Leinster 

Sat, 4.15pm, Channel 4 

The final of the contest from Stade 
Vélodrome in France. 


Champions League Football 
Liverpool v Real Madrid 

Sat, 6pm, BT Sport 1 

Arerun of the 2018 final at Stade de 
France, Paris. 


Championship Football 
Huddersfield Town v 
Nottingham Forest 

Sun, 4pm, Sky Sports Main Event 
The play-off final from Wembley. 


Test Cricket 

England v New Zealand 

Thu, 10am, Sky Sports Main Event 
Day one of the first Test at Lord’s. 


US Women’s Open Golf 

Thu, 7pm, Sky Sports Main Event 
Day one from North Carolina, 
where Yuka Saso (pictured above) 
hopes to be crowned champion. 


Super League Rugby 
Warrington Wolves v Leeds 
Rhinos 

Fri, 7.30pm, Sky Sports Arena 
From Halliwell Jones Stadium. 
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David Beckham Into the 
Unknown 1.0 Glow Up: 
Britain’s Next Make-Up 
Star 2.0 Hot Cakes 2.30 
David Beckham Into 

the Unknown 


Dave 

6.0am Teleshopping 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar 
Customiser 8.0 Rick 
Stein’s Long Weekends 
9.0 Rick Stein's Long 
Weekends 10.0 Top Gear 
11.0 American Pickers 
12.0 Storage Hunters UK 
12.30 Storage Hunters 
UK 1.0 Top Gear 2.0 Top 
Gear: Top Fails 3.0 Red 
Bull Soapbox Race 4.0 
Top Gear: Ambitious But 
Rubbish 5.0 Top Gear: 
Ambitious But Rubbish 
6.0 Would | Lie to You? 
6.40 Would I Lie to 
You? 7.20 Would | Lie 

to You? 8.0 Not Going 
Out 8.40 Not Going Out 


9.20 Not Going Out 10.0 : 


Hypothetical 11.0 Mock 
the Week 11.40 Mock the 
Week 12.20 Have | Got 

a Bit More News for You 
1.20 Live at the Apollo 
2.25 Mock the Week 
3.25 Not Going Out 4.0 
Teleshopping 
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: Floyd: The Endless River 
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: 6.0am Richard E Grant’s 
: Hotel Secrets 7.0 Richard 
: E Grant's Hotel Secrets 

: 8.0 Richard E Grant's 

: Hotel Secrets 9.0 

: Succession 8.0 Raised 

: By Wolves 9.0 Game of 
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: 2.25 In Treatment 2.55 
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Service talks to choral 
director André J Thomas. 
12.30 This Classical 
Life. With percussionist 
Elsa Bradley. (R) 1.0 
Inside Music. Featuring 
accordionist Ksenija 
Sidorova. 3.0 Sound of 
Cinema. A look at film 
music that explores 
the human aspiration 
to reach for the skies. 
4.0 Music Planet. With 
Adrian Quesada. 5.0 

J to Z. An interview with 
pianist and producer 
Robert Glasper. 6.30 
Opera on 3.A 2014 
production of Harrison 
Birtwistle’s Gawain, 
with libretto by David 


Harsent. Martyn Brabbins 


conducts the BBC SO 

and Singers, plus Leigh 
Melrose (baritone: 
Gawain), John Tomlinson 


(bass: The Green Knight), : 


Laura Aikin (soprano: 
Morgan Le Fay), Jennifer 
Johnston (mezzo: Lady 
de Hautdesert) and 
Jeffrey Lloyd-Roberts 
(tenor: King Arthur). 
10.0 New Music Show. 
A performance of Jason 
Yarde’s Skip, Dash, Flow, 
written for this year’s 


Radio 4 

6.0am News and Papers 
6.07 Ramblings (R) 
6.30 Farming Today This 
Week 6.57 Weather 7.0 
Today 9.0 Saturday Live. 
With the Rev Richard 
Coles and Nikki Bedi. 
10.30 Soul Music. Candi 
Staton tells the story 
behind her disco hit 
Young Hearts Run Free. 
(2/5) 11.0 The Week in 
Westminster 11.30 From 
Our Own Correspondent 
12.0 News 12.01 (LW) 
Shipping Forecast 12.04 
Money Box 12.30 The 
News Quiz (R) 12.57 
Weather 1.0 News 1.10 
Any Questions? (R) 2.0 
Any Answers? Phone-in 
responding to Any 
Questions?. 2.45 Pretty 
Vacant. Drama, by Hugh 
Costello. A housing 
charity is offered a hi- 
spec apartment block for 


too good to be true. (R) 
3.30 Writing the Road 
to War. Horatio Clare 
travels across Europe 
following the road to 
the war in Ukraine. (R) 
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: Freud are joined by Dave 
: Stewart, John Waters 
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: attempt to arrest Jack, : 10.0 Comedy Club: 4 at 


: the Store. Simon Bligh 
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: 10.15 The Moral Maze : Matt Wellcome, Veronica 
: (R) 11.0 Round Britain : McKenzie and Sean Meo. 
: Quiz (R) 11.30 Poetry : (4/4) 10.30 Thom Tuck 

: Please. With Colm Toibin. : Goes Straight to DVD 


> (3/4) 11.0 Foley and 
: McColl: The Interview 


: Century of Sound (R) i (2/6) 11.15 Jigsaw (2/6) 
: 12.30 Short Works. : 11.30 The Odd Half Hour 
: Wrecking Ball Swing, by : (4/4) 12.0 Dracula (2/2) 


: 1.0 Cook and Greenaway: 
: In Perfect Harmony 
> 2.0 John Finnemore’s 


5.20 Shipping Forecast +: Double Acts (2/6) 2.30 
: 5.30 News Briefing : What Does the K Stand 
: 5.43 Bells on Sunday : for? (2/6) 3.0 Everyone 
: 5.45 Profile (R) : Quite Likes Justin (2/4) 
; : 3.30 Mark Steel’s in 
: Radio 4 Extra : Town (1/6) 4.0 Emlyn 
: 60am Emlyn Williams: : Williams: Trespass 
: Trespass 7.30 Great : 5.30 Great Lives 


Sunday 


Harry Styles x Radio 1’s 
Big Weekend, BBC One 


BBCOne BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel5 BBC Four 

6.0 Breakfast 9.0 Sunday 6.35 Christine's Garden (T) (R) 6.0 CITV8.25 News (T) 8.30 6.20 Cheers (T) (R) 6.45 Cheers 6.0 Milkshake! 10.05 SpongeBob 
Morning 10.0 Politics England 7.05 Countryfile (T) (R) 8.0 Big Zuu's Breakfast Show (T) (R) 7.15 Everybody SquarePants (T) (R) 10.15 
10.30 Wanted Down Under The Best of RHS Chelsea (T) 9.25 Love Your Garden Loves Raymond (T) (R) 7.40 SpongeBob SquarePants 
Revisited (R) 11.15 Homes Flower Show (T) (R) 9.0 (T) 10.0 Love Your Weekend Everybody Loves Raymond (T) (R) 10.30 Entertainment 
Under the Hammer (R) Beechgrove (T) (R) 9.30 With Alan Titchmarsh (T) (T) (R) 8.05 Frasier (T) News (T) 10.35 Friends (T) 

12.15 Bargain Hunt (R) 12.45 Landward (T) 10.0 Saturday 11.55 The Masked Singer (R) 8.30 Frasier (T) (R) (R) 11.05 Friends (T) (R) 11.35 

Points of View 1.0 News 1.10 Kitchen Best Bites (T) 11.30 US (T) (R) 12.50 News and 9.0 Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Friends (T) (R) 12.05 The Miss 

Weather 1.15 Songs of Praise: Britain's Top Takeaways (T) Weather (T) 12.59 Local Sunday Brunch (T) 12.30 Teagarden Mysteries (T) (R) 

Snowdonia 1.50 Lifeline (T) (R) 12.30 The Hairy Bikers’ News (T) 1.0 [GIN K-9 The Simpsons (T) (R) 12.55 1.50 Nick Knowles’ Big House 

2.0 GM Monsters University Asian Adventure (T) (R) 1.30 (Rod Daniel, 1989) (T) 3.0 The Simpsons (T) (R) 1.50 Clearout (T) (R) 2.50 Nick 

(2013) (T) 3.35 Dodger (R) Eat Well for Less? (T) (R) Goodwoof (T) 5.0 Paul The Simpsons (T) (R) 2.20 Knowles’ Big House Clearout 

4.20 Attenborough and the 2.30 The Unnatural History O'Grady for the Love of Dogs: GM Kindergarten Cop (Ivan (T) (R) 3.55 [GI Cast Away 

Sea Dragon (R) 5.20 News (T) of London: Natural World What Happened Next (T) (R) Reitman, 1990) (T) 4.30 (Robert Zemeckis, 2000) 

5.35 Regional News (T) 5.40 (T) (R) 3.30 Cycling: Ride 6.0 In for a Penny (T) (R) 6.25 Best of Britain By the Sea (T) (T) 6.35 When Holidays Go 7.0 Britten's War Requiem: 
Weather (T) 5.45 RHS Chelsea London 2022 (T) 6.10 Saving News and Weather (T) 6.45 (R) 5.30 News (T) 6.0 The Horribly Wrong (T) Staging a Masterpiece (T) 
Flower Show 2022 (T) 6.45 Lives at Sea (T) (R) 7.10 Eden: Local News and Weather (T) Andrew Neil Show (T) 6.30 (R) Behind the scenes of a 
Countryfile (T) 7.45 Elizabeth: Untamed Planet (T) 7.0 Midsomer Murders: 25 Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix performance by the English 
The Unseen Queen (T) Years of Mayhem (T) Highlights (T) National Opera. 

9.0 Gentleman Jack (T) Anne 8.0 Commando: Britain's Ocean 8.0 Midsomer Murders (T) The 9.0 Hunted (T) The hunters lie 8.0 22Kids & Counting (T) Sue 8.0 Ghosts inthe Ruins (T) 
refuses to introduce Ann to Warriors (T) A corporal annual scarecrow festival in wait for Katie and Liam and Noel face the biggest A site-specific performance 
her society friends during embarks on his second takes a decidedly grisly turn at an abandoned ski centre. decision of their lives. by Nitin Sawhney at Coventry 
a trip to London, and is attempt to join the ranks of as bodies on poles begin Sarah misses her childrenand | 9.0 Big Brits Go Large! (T) Leeds Cathedral, marking the 
dismayed to realise she the Mountain Leaders. appearing alongside their hopes to see them at their cake-shop owner Jackie 60th anniversary of its 
cannot count on the support 9.0 Two Daughters (T) The story straw creations. Barnaby and weekly football session. The acquires a demanding new consecration. 
of her family, while Captain of the murders of Bibaa Winter's investigation reveals hunters get a tip-off from a client, while Liverpudlian 9.0 A Jubilee of Music (T) (R) 
Sutherland arrives from Henry and Nicole Smallman, rivalries that run deep and member of the public on the bride-to-be Emma still has Musical highlights of the first 
Scotland determined to and the revelations that which shows people will do whereabouts of Shoba and one important part of her 25 years of the Queen's reign, 
destroy her reputation. Last police officers shared just about anything to win. Amarinder, and the Chief big day to organise - her originally broadcast on New 
in the series. photographs of their bodies. hatches a plan. wedding dress. Year's Eve 1976. 

10.10 News (T) 10.0 Louis Theroux: Shooting Joe 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 Five Dates a Week (T) New 10.0 Marbella: 24 Hour Party 10.05 Coventry Cathedral: Building 

10.35 Regional News (T) Weather Exotic (T) (R) Louisreturnsto | 10.19 Local News (T) Weather series. Dating show. People (T) Documentary on for a New Britain (T) (R) The 

10.40 Harry Styles x Radio 1's Big Oklahoma, where Joe Exotic 10.20 Long Lost Family: Born 11.0 Richard Hammond's Crazy the Spanish coastal resort. history of the cathedral. 
Weekend (T) Clara Amfo now resides in federal prison. Without Trace (T) (R) Contraptions (T) Semi-final. 10.55 Most Shocking Celebrity 11.20 Handmade: By Royal 
introduces the Sunday 11.30 Lucy Worsley Investigates: 11.20 The Prince's Trust Awards in 12.0 Gogglebox (T) (R) 12.55 Moments (T) Appointment (T) (R) 
headliner to the stage. The Witch Hunts (T) (R) Association With TK Maxx & G71 (Yann Demange, 1.0 The Live Casino Show (T) 11.50 Handmade: By Royal 

11.35 Harry Styles at the BBC (T) The 16th-century killings. Homesense (T) (R) 2014) (T) 2.35 Champions 3.10 Shoplifters & Scammers: Appointment (T) (R) 

(R) The singer performs 12.30 Sign Zone Question Time (T) 12.35 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Cup Rugby: The Big Tackle At War With the Law (T) (R) 12.20 Britten's War Requiem: 
tracks from his self-titled (R) 1.30 Joe Wicks: Facing My Motorsport UK (T) (R) 3.50 (T) 3.30 Come Dine With Me 3.55 My Mum's Hotter Than Staging a Masterpiece (T) (R) 


solo album. 


12.40 Weather (T) 12.45 News (T) 


Childhood (T) (R) 2.30 This Is 
BBC Two (T) 


Unwind With ITV (T) 5.05 
Tipping Point (T) (R) 


(T) (R) 5.45 Find It, Fix It, 
Flog It (T) (R) 


Me! (T) (R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS 
(R) 5.10 House Doctor (T) (R) 


1.20 Ghosts in the Ruins (T) 
(R) 2.20 Vikings (T) (R) 


Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : Steve Backshall 8.0 : Little (1999) Comedy : Emily Atack Show1.40 — : Crafters: The Next Radio3 calls on its two-way : Book 4.30 Poetry Please. : (4/8) 9.0 Something to 
7.0pm EastEnders 7.30 : Mortimer & Whitehouse: : adventure, with the : Totally Bonkers Guinness : Generation 12.0 The 7.0am Breakfast 9.0 radio. 12.0 The Music : Fiona Benson joins : Shout About (10/13) 
EastEnders 8.0 Hot : Gone Fishing 8.40 QI : voice of Michael J Fox. : World Records 2.45 : Art of Architecture 1.0 Sunday Morning 12.0 : & Meditation Podcast : Roger McGough. (4/6) : 9.30 It’s a Fair Cop (1/4) 
Cakes 8.30 Meet the : 9.20 Comedians Giving 4.35 (GMEStar Trek: : Unwind With ITV : The Art of Architecture Private Passions. Michael : 12.30 Throughthe Night : 5.0 File on 4. The use : 10.0 Desert Island Discs 
Khans: Big in Bolton 9.0 : Lectures10.0 Mock the — : Generations (1994) : : 2.0 André Rieu: Berkeley is joined by : : of police strip searches : Revisited 10.45 David 
The Instagram Effect : Week 10.40 Mock the : Sci-fi adventure sequel, Sky Max : Welcome to My World musician Jarvis Cocker. : Radio4 : against black teenagers. : Attenborough’s Life 
10.0 Conversations : Week 11.20 Q112.0 Alan = starring Patrick Stewart =: § QamHourofPower ; 3-0 Sinatra: The Man 1.0 Lunchtime Concert. : 6,0am News 6.05 : (R) 5.40 Profile (R) © Stories 11.0 Radiolab 
With Friends 10.30 : Davies: As Yet Untitled — : and William Shatner. ! 7.0 The Flash 11.0 Hawaii: and His Music 4.0 The Monday’s recital from Something Understood : 5.54ShippingForecast =: (6/8) 11.55 Inheritance 
High: Confessions of : 1.0 Have! GotaBitMore : 6.50 GO The Eagle : Five-O 3.0 A League : Eagles: Live from the London’s Wigmore Hall, (R) 6.35 On Your Farm. : 5.57 Weather6.0News : Tracks 12.0 Poetry Extra 
An Ibiza Drug Mule : News for You 2.0 Mock —: (2011) Action adventure, : of TheirOwn6.OLiam : LA Forum 7.0 Classic with mezzo Catriona Sarah Swadling meets : 6.15 Pick of the Week : 12.30 HR (4/6) 1.0 How 
11.05 Glow Up: Britain's : the Week Christmas : starring Channing Tatum. : Gallagher: 48 Hours : Albums 8.0 Genesis: Morison singing Brahms, aSomerset farmer who =: 7.0 The Archers 7.15 : to Be Champion Omnibus 
Next Make-Up Star : Special 2.30 Mock : 9.0 EM Jumanji: ‘at Rockfield 7.0 Karl : The Last Domino? 9.15 Schumann and Elgar, wants to change the way: The Rest of Us. Mary : 2.10 Inheritance Tracks 
12.05 Conversations ; the Week 3.15 QI 4.0 : Welcome tothe Jungle. = pilkington: The Moaning : Classic Albums 10.30 accompanied by pianist people think about food. : Flanigan, Eleanor Morton : 2.20 South Riding 
With Friends 12.35 : Teleshopping : Fantasy comedy, starring : of Life 8.0 Golf's : Discovering: Cher Julius Drake. (R) 2.0 (6/6) 6.57 Weather 7.0: and Esyllt Sears look : Omnibus (1-5/15) 3.30 
Meet the Khans: Big in : : Dwayne Johnson and : Funniest Moments9.0 : 11.0 Backstage: Ralph The Early Music Show. : News7.OSunday Papers : intoobscurefiguresin |: The Naughty Pictures 
Bolton 1.05 Hot Cakes : E4 : Karen Gillan. (2017) > SW.AT10.0NCIS:Los  : Fiennes in Straight Line A look at the 16th- : 710 Sunday 7.54 Appeal : the history of British : Committees 4.0 The 
1.35 Conversations : 60am Hollyoaks : 11.20 [GIMEWild Rose : Angeles 11.0 The Flight: Crazy 12.0 The Great century dancing manual : 7.57Weather8.0News =: scienceandtechnology. : Pillow Book Omnibus 
With Friends 2.05 The : Omnibus 8.25 Wife Swap : (2019) Drama, starring : attendant 1.05 Road : Songwriters 1.0 Muse: Orchésographie. (R)3.0 : 8.O0SundayPapers8.10  : 7.45HowOneBecomes =: 5.0 Poetry Extra5.30 
Instagram Effect 3.05 > USA 10.25 Ramsay’s : Jessie Buckley. 1.25 : Wars 2.0 The Force: : Drones - World Tour 3.0 Choral Evensong (R) 4.0 Sunday Worship 8.48A : Lonely. By Luke : HR (4/6) 6.0 Nightfall 
High: Confessions of An: Kitchen Nightmares : GMM And Then We : North East 3.0 Brit Cops: : Discovering: Muse 3.30 Jazz Record Requests : Point of View (R) 8.58 : Sutherland. (4/5) 8.0 : (5/5) 6.30 The Daughter 
Ibiza Drug Mule 3.40 + USA 1.30 Ramsay's : Danced (2019) Drama, —_:_ Rapid Response 4.0 : Waldemar Januszczak: 5.0 The Listening Service : Tweet of the Day (R) : More Or Less (R) 8.30 : of the Sea 7.0 Radiolab 
Press X to Continue : Hotel Hell 2.25 Lego : Levan Gelbakhiani and : Stop, Search, Seize : My Ukrainian Journey (R) 5.30 Words and : 9.0 Broadcasting House : Last Word(R)9.0 Money : (6/8) 7.55 Inheritance 

: Masters USA 3.30 The : Bachi Valishvili. : : 4.15 Unlocked: What Music (R) 6.45 Between : 10.0 The Archers (R) Box (R) 9.25 Appeal Tracks 8.0 The Pillow 
Dave : Big Bang Theory 6.30 ; —______________: Sky Arts : Does It Mean to Be the Ears: The Lark : 11.0 Desert Island Discs: (R) 9.30 The Digital : Book Omnibus 9.0 
6.0am Teleshopping : Brooklyn Nine-Nine 7.0: ITV2 : 6.Oam Beethoven: The : Free? 5.0 The Art of Descending. Reworkings (4/14) 11.45 Living With : Human(R) 9.59 Weather : Desert Island Discs 
710 The Joy of Techs : The Goldbergs 7.30 : 6.0am Totally Bonkers: Complete Symphonies : Architecture of Vaughan Williams’ : the Gods(R)12.0News : 10.0The Westminster : Revisited 9.45 David 
7.45 Yianni: Supercar : The Goldbergs 8.0 : Guinness World Records : 6.45 Lang Lang: New : ———_____________ | The Lark Ascending. 7.15 : 12.01 (LW) Shipping : Hour 11.0 Loose Ends : Attenborough’s Life 
Customiser 8.10 Rick : Young Sheldon 9.0 : 6.30 Love Bites 7.30 : York Rhapsody 8.30 : Sky Atlantic Sunday Feature: Dylan : Forecast 12.04 Just a : (R) 11.30 Something : Stories 10.0 HR (4/6) 
Stein’s Long Weekends : Taken 3 (2014) : Love Bites 8.30 Dress : Tales of the Unexpected : 6.0am Richard E Grant’s and the Ferry. Dafydd Minute (R) 12.32 The : Understood (R) 12.0 : 10.30 Delve Special 
9.10 Storage HuntersUK : 11.15 TheInbetweeners : tolmpress11.30Infora : 11.0 The Prince’s Master : Hotel Secrets 7.0 Fish Mills Daniel tells the : Food Programme 12.57: News 12.15 Thinking : (3/4) 11.0 The Masterson 
9.40 Red Bull Soapbox =: 12.25 Derry Girls 1.25 : Penny 12.0 Britain's Got: : Town 10.0 Succession story behind the image of : Weather1.0The World  : Allowed(R)12.45Bells = Inheritance (3/6) 11.30 
Race 10.40 Top Gear: Brooklyn Nine-Nine : Talent 1.10 You've Been : 11.10 Succession Bob Dylan onthe poster =: ThisWeekend1.30The =: on Sunday (R) 12.48 : John Finnemore’s 
Top Fails 11.40 Mortimer : 1.55 Gogglebox 2.55 : Framed! Goes Savage! : 4.35 Succession for the documentary No: Listening Project (R) : Shipping Forecast 1.0 : Double Acts (4/6) 
& Whitehouse: Gone : The Inbetweeners 3.45 > 2.10 GM Turbo (2013) : 5.40 Succession Direction Home. 7.30 : 2.0 Gardeners’ Question : As World Service 5.20 : 12.0 Nightfall (5/5) 
Fishing 12.20 Mortimer : Hollyoaks Omnibus : 4.05 GIN Mr Popper’s : 6.45 Succession 7.50 Iphigenia in Crimea. : Time (R) 2.45 Past : Shipping Forecast 5.30 : 12.30 The Daughter 
& Whitehouse: Gone : : Penguins (2011) 6.0 : Succession 9.0 Das Boot Verse drama, by Tony : Forward: A Century of : News 5.43 Prayer5.45  : of the Sea1.0 How to 
Fishing 1.0 Cops on : Film4 > (GM Penguins of 10.05 The Staircase 11.15 | Harrison, starring Blake Sound (R) 3.0 Giant's : Farming Today 5.58 : Be Champion Omnibus 
the Rock 2.0 Cops on : 11.0am GMM Carry on : Madagascar (2014) 7.50 : The Time Traveler’s Wife Ritson and RobertEmms. : Bread. Malcolm McKay's : Tweet of the Day (R) : 2.10 Inheritance Tracks 
the Rock 3.0 Top Gear: : Nurse (1959) Comedy > Gy Ocean's 8 (2018) : 12.20 Game of Thrones (R) 9.0 Record Review dramatisationofAgatha : SCS :-s« 2.20 Sourtth Riiling 
Ambitious But Rubbish : . 12.45 Gl Teenage : 10.0 The Sex Lives of : 1.25 In Treatment 2.0 Extra 11.30 Slow Radio: Christie’s novel. An : Radio 4 Extra : Omnibus (1-5/15) 3.30 
4.0 Would! Lieto You? =: Mutant Ninja Turtles: : College Girls 10.35 : The Time Traveler’s Very High Frequency aspiring composer : 6.0am Clock Dance : The Naughty Pictures 
4.40 Would | Lie to : Out of the Shadows : Family Guy 11.05 Family : Wife 3.05 In Treatment Between Gravesend and struggles to regain his : Omnibus: Part Two 710 : Committees 4.0 The 
You? 5.20 Would | Lie : (2016) Action sequel, : Guy 11.35 American > 3.35 In Treatment Greenhithe. The sounds identity after the first : Inheritance Tracks 7.20 =: Pillow Book Omnibus 
to You? 6.0 Top Gear : starring Megan Fox. : Dad! 12.30 The Stand 6 : 4.05 Urban Secrets 5.0 of asmall boat on the world war. Starring Tim : Vanity Fair Omnibus : 5.0 Poetry Extra 
7.0 Expedition With : 2.55 Gg Stuart : Up Sketch Show 1.0 The Jungle, Film4 | ces : Urban Secrets tidal Thames and the McMullan. 4.0 Open : 8.30 Albert and Me : 5,30 HR (4/6) 
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BBCOne BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 

6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Bargain Hunt (T) (R) 7.15 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 For Love Or Pointless (T) (R) 8.0 Sign 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Money (T) (R) 10.45 Rip Off Zone: Secrets of the Museum Morning (T) 12.30 Loose King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 & Scammers: At War With 
Britain (T) (R) 11.15 Homes (T) (R) 9.0 News (T) 1.0 Women (T) 1.30 News and Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier the Law (T) (R) 1.10 News 
Under the Hammer (T) (R) Ready Steady Cook (T) (R) Weather (T) 1.55 Local (T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) (T) 1.15 Home and Away 
12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) 1.0 1.45 Eggheads (T) (R) 2.15 News and Weather (T) 2.0 10.30 Undercover Boss USA (T) (R) 1.45 Neighbours (T) 
News and Weather (T) 1.30 Mastermind (T) (R) 2.45 Dickinson's Real Deal (T) (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 2.15 (GINA Fatal Friendship 
Regional News and Weather Britain in Bloom (T) (R) 3.15 (R) 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 Couples Come Dine With Me (Richard Switzer, 2021) (T) 
(T) 1.45 Doctors (T) 2.15 Five Richard Hammond's Journey Local News and Weather (T) (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed 4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits 
Bedrooms (T) 3.0 Escape to to the Centre of the Planet 4.0 Tipping Point (T) 5.0 The Lunch (T) 2.10 Countdown in the Sun (T) 5.0 News 
the Country (T) 3.45 Garden (T) (R) 4.15 This Farming Life Chase (T) 6.0 Local News and (T) 3.0 A Place in the Sun (T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 7.0 Great British Railway 
Rescue (T) 4.30 The Bidding (T) (R) 5.15 Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Weather (T) 6.30 News and (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) 6.30 Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 Journeys (T) (R) Michael 
Room (T) (R) 5.15 Pointless Richard Osman's House of Weather (T) 7.0 Emmerdale 5.0 Come Dine With Me (T) Big Antique Adventure Portillo continues his travels 
(T) 6.0 News and Weather Games (T) (R) 6.30 Animal (T) 7.30 Coronation Street (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: The Big With Susan Calman (T) through London from 
(T) 6.30 Regional News and Park (T) 7.0 Marcus Wareing's Naked Painting Challenge 7.55 News (T) Hampstead to Islington. 
Weather (T) 7.0 The One Tales from a Kitchen (T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) (R) 7.30 Coastal Path (T) (R) Paul 


Show (T) 7.30 EastEnders (T) 


8.0 Panorama: Recycling - 
Where Does My Rubbish Go? 
(T) Mobeen Azhar reports on 
packaging firm TerraCycle. 

8.30 The Airport: Back in the 
Skies (T) The staff prepare 
for the pre-Christmas rush. 

9.0 Silent Witness (T) A woman 
confesses to murdering her 
husband, but the team aren't 
sure if allis as it seems. 


10.0 News (T) 

10.30 Regional News (T) Weather 

10.40 Have | Got a Bit More News 
for You (T) (R) With Joan 
Bakewell and Phil Wang. 
Last in the series. 

11.25 Question of Sport (T) (R) 
With Roger Black, Asha Philip 


Garden (T) 


8.0 Springwatch (T) New series. 
Chris Packham and Michaela 
Strachan are back at Wild Ken 
Hill in Norfolk to showcase 
the season's wildlife activity. 

9.0 The Chris & Rosie Ramsey 

Show (T) With Craig Revel 

Horwood and his fiance. 

QI XL (7) With Aisling Bea, 

Roisin Conaty, Jessica 

Fostekew and Alan Davies. 


9.45 


10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 

11.15 Between the Covers (T) (R) 
Sara Cox is joined by Richard 
E Grant, Deborah Meaden, 
Stephen Bailey and Sukh Ojla 
for the book review show. 

11.45 Countryfile (T) (R) Joe 
Crowley and Anita Rani 


8.0 Britain's Got Talent (T) Ant 
and Dec host the first live 
semi-final, welcoming back 
Loren Allred, Axel Blake, 
Born to Perform, Keiichi 
Iwasaki and Flintz & T4ylor. 
Amanda Holden, Alesha 
Dixon, David Walliams and 
Ashley Banjo judge the 
first eight of the acts that 
impressed them the most. 


10.0 News (T) Weather 
10.30 Local News (T) Weather 
10.45 Long Lost Family: Born 
Without Trace (T) (R) 
With Davina McCall and 
Nicky Campbell. 
11.45 All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite 
1.25 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Loose 


8.0 


9.0 


10.0 
11.05 


12.10 


6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 7.0 
News (T) 


Food Unwrapped Does Great 
Britain (T) (R) The team hit 
the road to sample some of 
the UK's finest dishes. 
Hunted (T) Shoba and 
Amarinder are the target of 
an elaborate sting devised at 
Hunter HQ. With their mum's 
60th birthday coming up, 
Abi and Grace risk all to get 
closer to her. 


Five Dates a Week (T) 

999: On the Front Line (T) 
(R) Documentary. 

Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted 
(T) 1.0 24 Hours in A&E (T) 
(R) 1.55 The World's Most 
Extreme (T) (R) 2.50 The 
Cane Field Killings (T) 3.50 


8.0 The Motorway (7) Victoria 
and Darren head to a high- 
speed crash on the M62. 
Includes news update. 

9.0 Flight MH370: The Vanishing 
(T) New series. A look back 
at the disappearance of the 
Malaysia Airlines flight in 
March 2014, drawing on 
evidence and insight from 
the official inquiry. 

10.0 Casualty 24/7: Every Second 

Counts (T) (R) 

11.05 Ambulance: Code Red (T) (R) 

12.05 Robbing Your Relatives: 
Families at War (T) (R) 1.0 
The Live Casino Show (T) 3.10 
Shoplifters & Scammers: At 
War With the Law (T) (R) 4.0 


8.0 


9.0 


10.0 


11.0 


12.0 


Rose walks 630 miles of the 
South West Coast Path. 


Earth from Space (T) (R) 
Cameras in orbit show the 
Earth is changing at a rapid 
pace as cities grow, forests 
disappear and glaciers melt. 
Last in the series. 

New Elizabethans With 
Andrew Marr (T) (R) 
Documentary about the 
people who shaped society 
during the Queen's reign. 


The Ruth Ellis Files: A Very 
British Crime Story (T) (R) 
Last in the series. 

Crime & Punishment: The 
Story of Capital Punishment 
(T) (R) Documentary. 
Handmade: By Royal 
Appointment (R) 12.30 Great 


and Danny Mills. present from Ystradgynlais. Women (T) (R) 3.50 Unwind George Clarke's Old House, My Mum's Hotter Than Me! British Railway Journeys (R) 
11.55 Celebrity Catchpoint (T) (R) 12.45 Art That Made Us (T) (R) With ITV (7) 5.05 Tipping New Home (T) (R) 4.45 (T) (R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS (R) 1.0 Coastal Path (R) 1.30 
12.25 Weather (T) 12.30 News (T) 1.45 This Is BBC Two (T) Point (T) (R) Grand Designs (T) (R) 5.10 House Doctor (T) (R) Earth from Space (R) 
Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : atthe Apollo 11.0 Ql : GM Tthe Artof Racing : NCIS:LosAngeles12.0 = Show Originals 1.0 Tales Radio3 of the Week: Black Gold. : Stourton asks who : (1/5) 2.15 Maya Angelou: 
7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 : XL12.0 Big Zuu's Big : inthe Rain(2019)9.0 —:_ NCIS: Los Angeles 1.0 : of the Unexpected 2.0 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 By Jeremy Paxman. : Russia’s allies are. (1/9) : Gather Together in 
The Catch Up 8.0 Dubai: Eats12.40HavelGota : PMMRed(2010)11.15 =: Hawaii Five-0 2.0 : The Seventies 3.0 The Essential Classics 12.0 (1/5) 10.0 Woman's : 9.0 The Dolittle Machine : My Name (1/5) 2.30 
Hustle 8.30 Hot Cakes | Bit More News for You : Beast (2017)1.25  : S.W.AT3.0DC's Legends : Directors 4.0 Tales of Composer of the Week: Hour 11.0 The Untold. : (R) 9.30 Start the Week : Over the Boundary 3.0 
9.0 Love and Hate Crime : 1-45 Whose Line Is It : 1985 (2018) : of Tomorrow 4.0 The : the Unexpected 4.30 Handel and the Crown The impact of lockdown : (R)9.59Weather10.0 : Barnaby Rudge (1/3) 
10.0 Conversations : Anyway? USA 2.45 QI : : Flash 5.0 Supergirl : Tales of the Unexpected (1/5) 1.0 Lunchtime onabarber'sin Pudsey. : The World Tonight : 4.0 Counterpoint (9/13) 
With Friends 10.25 : XL 3.30 TravelMan: 48 9: IT'V2 : 6.0 Stargate SG-17.0 : 5.0 Discovering: Kevin Concert. Live from (7/11) 11.30 Don'tLog : 10.45 Bookat Bedtime: : 4.30 Bangers and Mash 
Gavin & Stacey 10.55 : Hours in Amsterdam 4.0: 6.Qam Totally Bonkers : StargateSG-18.0Rob = Costner 6.0 Portrait London's Wigmore Hall, Off (6/6) 12.0 News : Mr Wilder and Me. By : (5/6) 5.0 It's a Fair 
Gavin & Stacey 11.25 : Teleshopping : Guinness World Records : & Romesh vs Art 9.0 : Artist of the Year 2018: the Skampa Quartet 12.01 (LW) Shipping > Jonathan Coe. (1/10) : Cop (2/4) 5.30 Just a 
Conversations With : : 6.30 Love Bites 7.30 : Strike Back: Silent War : The Winner's Story play Beethoven’s String Forecast 12.04 Youand : 11.0 DMs Are Open (R) : Minute (2/8) 6.0 Host 
Friends 11.50 Dubai i E4 : The Ellen DeGeneres ; 10.0 Tom Cruise: Movie ; 7.0 André Rieu: Tel Quartet No 1 inF, Op Yours 12.57 Weather 1.0 : 11.30 Epiphanies (R) : Planet Earth (1/6) 6.30 
Hustle 12.20 Hot Cakes : 6.0amHollyoaks6.30 : Show8.25You'veBeen : Maverick11.0TheRising : Aviv Party 8.0 The Art 18, and Borodin’s String The World at One 1.45 > 12.0 News 12.30 Black : A Good Read (8/8) 7.0 
12.50 Glow Up: Britain's : Hollyoaks 7.0 Melissa&  : Framed! Let Loose! 9.20 : 12-0 Road Wars 1.0 : of Architecture 9.0 Quartet No 2 in D. 2.0 How to Steala Trillion : Gold(R)12.48 Shipping : Whatever Happened to 
Next Make-Up Star 1.50 : Joey8.OBlack-ish9.0 : HartofDixie1015One : The Force: North East : Leonardo: The Works Afternoon Concert. The Oliver Bullough traces : 1.0 As World Service : the Likely Lads? (7/13) 
Love and Hate Crime : The Neighborhood10.0 : Tree Hill 11.10 The OC : 2.0 Brit Cops: Rapid : 10.0 The Directors 11.0 Santa Cecilia Academy Britain’s vital role inthe : 5.20 Shipping 5.30 : 7.30 Tales from the 
2.45 Conversations : The Big Bang Theory : 12.0 Love Bites 1.05 : Response 3.0 Hawaii : Royalty Close Up 11.30 perform Elgar’s Enigma growth of “offshore” : News 5.43 Prayer forthe : Mausoleum Club (2/6) 
With Friends 3.15Gavin : 11.0 TheGoldbergs12.0 : Dress to Impress 2.05 : Five-0 4.0 S.W.A.T : Royalty Close Up 12.0 Variations and Britten’s money laundering. (1/5) : Day5.45 Farming Today : 8.0 Lady ina Fog (6/8) 
& Stacey 3.45 Press X : Brooklyn Nine-Nine1.0 : The Ellen DeGeneres : 5.0 BondiRescue5.30 = Liam Gallagher: Live Violin Concerto. 4.30 2.0 The Archers (R) : 5.58 Tweet of the Day : 8.30 Adam Dalgliesh: 
to Continue : The Big Bang Theory 3.0 : Show3.0 Hart of Dixie : Bondi Rescue : in New York 1.15 Liam New Generation Artists. 2.15 Barbecue 67: The PoE Cover Her Face (1/4) 9.0 

: The Neighborhood 4.0 =: 4.0 One Tree Hill 5.0 : : Gallagher: 48 Hours at Alexander Gadjiev plays Original Summer of Love. : Radio 4 Extra : TED Radio Hour (9/52) 

Dave : Brooklyn Nine-Nine5.0  : TheOC6.OCatchphrase_ : Sky Arts : Rockfield 2.15 Video Beethoven's Waldstein Drama, by Andy Barrett. : 6.0am Lady ina Fog : 9.50 Inheritance Tracks 
6.0am Teleshopping : The Big Bang Theory : Celebrity Special : 6.0am Darbar Festival: {Killed the Radio Star Piano Sonata. 5.0 In : 3.0 Round BritainQuiz : (6/8) 6.30 Adam : 10.0 Just a Minute (2/8) 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar ‘7.0 Hollyoaks 7.30 : 7.0 Superstore 7.30 : 2018 6.55 La Boheme : 2.40 There Are No Fakes Tune 7.0 In Tune Mixtape : (10/12)3.30TheFood : Dalgliesh: Cover Her : 10.30 Everyone Quite 
Customiser 8.0 TopGear : Teen Mum Academy : Superstore 8.0 Bob's : onSydney Harbour9.0 ; 5-O Auction 5.30 Auction | 730 In Concert. Alain : Programme (R) 4.0 : Face (1/4) 7.0 It’s a : Likes Justin (3/4) 11.0 
9.0 Celebrity Storage : 8.0 Below Deck 9.0 : Burgers 8.30 Bob’s : Tales ofthe Unexpected © —W——W—W——— | Altinoglu conducts The Dancer and Her : Fair Cop (2/4) 7.30 > The News Quiz (6/8) 
Hunters 10.0 Sin City : Made in Chelsea 10.0 : Burgers9.0 FamilyGuy =: 10.0 Discovering: Tom — : Sky Atlantic the Frankfurt Radio Shoe Maker (R) 4.30 : Justa Minute (2/8) 8.0 : 11.30 Andrew Maxwell's 
Motors 11.0 Expedition : Gogglebox11.05Naked : 9.30 American Dad! : Cruise 11.0 Pat Benatar: : 6.0am Urban Secrets Symphony Orchestra in The Digital Human. : Whatever Happened to : Public Enemies (1/4) 
With Steve Backshall : Attraction 12.10 First : 10.0 Family Guy10.30 : Musiclcons11.30 Video =: 7.0 Urban Secrets 8.0 Wagner's Siegfried Idyll, : Aleks Krotoski asks if : the Likely Lads? (7/13) : 12.0 Host Planet Earth 
12.0 Cop Car Workshop : Dates 1.15 Made in : Family Guy 10.55 Family : Killed the Radio Star : Urban Secrets 9.0 Urban Poulenc’s Sinfonietta and : Al companions will be : 8.30 Tales from the : (1/6) 12.30 A Good 
1.0 Special Ops: Crime : Chelsea 2.20 Below > Guy 11.25 American 12.0 The South Bank Secrets 10.0 The Affair Tchaikovsky's Serenade =: like imaginary friends : Mausoleum Club (2/6) : Read (8/8) 1.0 Lady 
Squad UK 2.0 TopGear : Deck 3.15 Gogglebox : Dad! 11.55 Bob’s Burgers: : 11.10 The Affair 12.15 in C, Op 48. 10.0 Music of childhood. (2/6)5.0 : 9.0 Counterpoint (9/13) : inaFog (6/8) 1.30 
3.0 Rick Stein’s Secret : 410 Ramsay's Kitchen : 12.25 Bob’s Burgers = Game of Thrones 1.20 Matters (R) 10.45 The PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping : 9.30BangersandMash =: Adam Dalgliesh: Cover 
France 4.0 Expedition : Nightmares USA 5.0 : 12.50 Superstore 1.20 : EEMMBessie (2015) Essay: Composers and Forecast 5.57 Weather : (5/6) 10.0 Barnaby : Her Face (1/4) 2.0 Fall 
With Steve Backshall : The Goldbergs 5.25 : Superstore 1.50 The 3.20 Boardwalk Empire Their Dogs. A look at 6.0 News 6.30 Just : Rudge (1/3) 11.0 TED : Down Seven Times, 
5.0 Rick Stein’s Secret : The Goldbergs : Stand Up Sketch Show 4.25 Boardwalk Empire Richard Wagner's love of a Minute. With Dane : Radio Hour (9/52) 11.50 : Get Up Eight (1/5) 2.15 
France 6.0 Taskmaster : : 2.20 Totally Bonkers 5.30 The Affair 6.35 Newfoundlands. (1/5) Baptiste, Jayde Adams, : Inheritance Tracks12.0  : Maya Angelou: Gather 
7.0 Whose Line Is It : Film4 : Guinness World Records The Affair 7.55 Game (R) 11.0 Night Tracks Jan Ravens and Paul : Whatever Happened to : Together in My Name 
Anyway? USA 7.30 : 11.0am Apache : 2.50 Unwind With ITV of Thrones 9.0 The 12.30 Through the Night : Merton. (3/8) 7.0 The : the Likely Lads? (7/13) : (1/5) 2.30 Over the 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? : Uprising (1965) 12.50 : Time Traveler's Wife Ss Archers 7.15 FrontRow =: 12.30 Tales from the : Boundary 3.0 Barnaby 
USA 8.0 Travel Man: : (Donovan's : Sky Max 10.05 The Pacific 11.10 Radio 4 8.0 The Little Black : Mausoleum Club (2/6) : Rudge (1/3) 4.0 
48 HoursinAmsterdam =: Reef (1963) 3.05 : 6.0am Stargate SG-1 bs The Pacific 12.15 The 6.0am Today 9.0 Start Book. The story of the 1.0 Lady in a Fog (6/8) : Counterpoint (9/13) 
8.30 Travel Man: 48 : EWDragoon Wells : 7.0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 Conversations King 1.20 Gomorrah the Week. Helen Lewis 80s guide book for young : 1.30 Adam Dalgliesh: : 4.30 Bangers and Mash 
Hours in Stockholm 9.0: Massacre (1957) : The Flash 9.0 DC's With Friends 2.25 Babylon Berlin presents from the Hay black men on avoiding : Cover Her Face (1/4) : (5/6) 5.0 It's a Fair 
Have | Got a Bit More : 4.50 Glten Tall : Legends of Tomorrow 7 e 3.30 In Treatment festival. 9.45 (LW) Daily police harassment. : 2.0 Fall Down Seven : Cop (2/4) 5.30 Just a 
News for You 10.0 Live : Men (1951) 6.50 : 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 BBC Three : 4,05 Urban Secrets Service 9.45 (FM) Book 8.30 Analysis. Edward : Times, Get Up Eight : Minute (2/8) 


Tuesday 


BBC One 


BBC Two 


ITV 


Channel5 


BBC Four 


6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 
Live (T) 10.0 For Love Or 
Money (T) (R) 10.45 Rip 
Off Britain (T) 11.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer (T) 
12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) (R) 
1.0 News (T) 1.30 Regional 
News (T) 1.45 Doctors (T) 
2.15 Five Bedrooms (T) 3.0 
Escape to the Country (T) 
3.45 Garden Rescue (T) 4.30 
The Bidding Room (T) (R) 
5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 News 
(T) 6.30 Regional News (T) 
7.0 The One Show (T) 7.30 
EastEnders (T) 


8.0 DIYSOS: The Big Build (T) 
Nick Knowles and the team 
head to Northumberland to 
finish a build they started 
before the pandemic. 

9.0 Silent Witness (T) A secret 
from his father propels Jack 
to Belfast, where he faces 
tragedy. Simone and Nikki 
investigate the mystery of a 
burned body. 


6.30 Bargain Hunt (T) (R) 7.15 
Garden Rescue (T) (R) 8.0 
Antiques Roadshow (T) (R) 
9.0 News (T) 10.0 News (T) 
1.0 Ready Steady Cook (T) 
(R) 1.45 Eggheads (T) (R) 
2.15 Mastermind (T) (R) 2.45 
Britain in Bloom (T) (R) 3.15 
Richard Hammond's Journey 
to the Bottom of the Ocean 
(T) (R) 4.15 This Farming 
Life (T) (R) 5.15 Flog It! (T) 
(R) 6.0 Richard Osman's 
House of Games (T) (R) 6.30 
Animal Park (T) 7.0 Marcus 
Wareing's Tales froma 
Kitchen Garden (T) 


8.0 Springwatch (T) Rare 
views of the lesser spotted 
woodpecker, and lolo 
Williams is out tracking 
adders live on Mull. 

9.0 Lucy Worsley Investigates: 
The Black Death (T) The 
historian examines the 
plague, and explores how its 
death toll changed the face 
of the country. 


6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 
9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This 
Morning (T) 12.30 Loose 
Women (T) 1.30 News and 
Weather (T) 1.55 Local 
News and Weather (T) 2.0 
Dickinson's Real Deal (T) 

(R) 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 
Local News and Weather (T) 
4.0 Tipping Point (T) 5.0 The 
Chase (T) 6.0 Local News 
(T) 6.30 News and Weather 
(T) 7.0 Emmerdale (T) 7.30 
Coronation Street (T) 


6.05 


8.0 _ Britain's Got Talent (T) 8.0 
Ant and Dec host the 
second of this week's live 
semi-finals, which sees 
some of the acts that have 
previously impressed the 9.0 
judges Simon Cowell, 
Amanda Holden, Alesha 
Dixon and David Walliams 
return to the stage. Eight 
acts will perform. 


Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 
Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The 
King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 
Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier 
T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) 
0.30 Undercover Boss USA 
T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 
ouples Come Dine With Me 
T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed 
unch (T) 2.10 Countdown 
T) 3.0 A Place in the Sun 

T) (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) 
-O Come Dine With Me (T) 
-30 Drawers Off: The Big 
aked Painting Challenge 
T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) (R) 
6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 7.0 
News (T) 


lan an tl ualcan tl oo Want —tean 


aZzuH 


Bake Off: The Professionals 
(T) The teams take all their 
patisserie skill and spin it 
on its head by creating 24 
savoury slices. 

24 Hours in A&E (T) 

A compilation of memorable 
stories, including a personal 
trainer who was kicked so 
hard by a horse that her 

leg was broken. 


6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
& Scammers: At War With 
the Law (T) (R) 1.10 News 
(T) 1.15 Home and Away (T) 
1.45 Neighbours (T) 2.15 
Ga Skeletons in the Closet: 
Darrow and Darrow Mystery 
(Peter DeLuise, 2017) (T) 
4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits 
in the Sun (T) 5.0 News 
(T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 
6.30 Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 
Big Antique Adventure 
With Susan Calman (T) 
7.55 News (T) 


8.0 The Yorkshire Vet (T) Matt 
responds to an urgent call 
from a 16-year-old farmer 
who is worried about his 
pregnant ewe. Includes 
news update. 

9.0 Flight MH370: The Silence 
(T) Four months after MH370 
disappeared, the relatives 
are no closer to finding out 
what happened. 


7.0 Great British Railway 
Journeys (T) (R) Michael 
Portillo tracks the River 
Thames from east to west. 
7.30 Coastal Path (T) (R) 
Paul Rose explores the 
north Cornish coast. 


8.0 Keeping Up Appearances 
(T) (R) Hyacinth develops a 
passion for art. 

8.30 Yes, Prime Minister (T) (R) 
Jim is horrified at allegations 
of phone-tapping. Last in 
the series. 

9.0 NewElizabethans With 
Andrew Marr (T) (R) A look 
at how Britain coped with 
the loss of empire. 


10.0 News (T) 
10.30 Regional News (T) Weather 
10.40 Who Do You Think You Are? 


10.0 


State of the Union (T) Triple 
bill. Ellen and Scott try to 
assess the pain of a breakup. 


10.0 News (T) Weather 
10.30 Local News (T) Weather 
10.45 On Assignment (T) Ria 


10.0 Five Dates a Week (T) 
11.05 Gogglebox (T) (R) 
12.05 Ramsay's Kitchen 


10.0 


The Mysterious Murder of 
Caroline Crouch (T) (R) 


11.30 Crimes That Shook Britain 


10.0 


Queen Elizabeth: The 
Coronation (T) 


10.50 Natural World: Butterflies - 


(T) (R) Sue Perkins discovers 10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather Chatterjee investigates Nightmares USA (T) (R) (T) (R) Documentary. A Very British Obsession (R) 
more about her orphaned 11.15 The Chris & Rosie Ramsey dowry abuse in India. 12.55 Taskmaster (T) (R) 1.50 12.30 Police Interceptors (T) 11.35 Howto Make: The 
grandfather. Show (T) (R) Chatshow. 11.20 Long Lost Family: Born The Lateish Show With Mo (R) 1.20 The Live Casino Toothbrush (T) (R) 

11.40 Bad Love: Why Did Fri Kill 12.0 (Ophelia (2018) (T) 1.40 Without Trace (T) (R) Gilligan (R) 2.50 Spreadsheet Show (T) 3.30 Shoplifters & 12.35 The Beach: Isolation in 
Kyle? (T) (R) The story of the Eden: Untamed Planet (T) 12.15 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Loose (R) 3.45 Grayson's Art Club: Scammers: At War With the Paradise (T) (R) 1.05 The 
murder of Kyle Farrell by his (R) 2.30 The Great British Women (T) (R) 3.50 Unwind Queen's Jubilee Special (R) Law (T) (R) 4.20 Witches: Beach: Isolation in Paradise 
childhood sweetheart. Sewing Bee (T) (R) 3.30 With ITV (7) 5.05 Tipping 4.40 Location, Location, A Century of Murder (T) (R) (T) (R) 1.30 Great British 

12.40 Weather (T) 12.45 News (T) This Is BBC Two (T) Point (T) (R) Location (T) (R) 5.10 House Doctor (R) Railway Journeys (T) (R) 

Other channels Radio 

BBC Three : Is lt Anyway? USA 8.0 : Furies (1950) 2.50 : S.W.AT3.0 DC's Legends : The Prince’s Master Radio3 (LW) Daily Service 9.45 | Forecast 5.57 Weather : Times, Get Up Eight 

7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 : Travel Man: 48 Hours : GMGunpoint (1966) —:_ of Tomorrow 4.0 The : Crafters: The Next 6.30am Breakfast (FM) Book of the Week: : 6.0News6.30Daphne : (2/5) 2.15 Maya Angelou: 

The Catch Up 8.05 : in Brussels 8.30 Travel =: 4.35 (GMBorder River: Flash 5.0 Supergirl : Generation 1.0 Tales of 9.0 Essential Classics Black Gold. By Jeremy : Sounds Expensive (R) : Gather Together in My 

Press X to Continue 8.15; Man: 48 Hours in Oslo : (1954) 6.15 GMMECatch =; 6.0StargateSG-17.0 = the Unexpected 1.30 12.0 Composer of the : Paxman. (2/5) 10.0 : 7.0 The Archers 7.15 : Name (2/5) 2.30 The 

Computer SaysNo9.0 : 9-0QIXL10.0 Alan : Me If You Can (2002) : Stargate SG-18.0The == Tales of the Unexpected Week: Handel and : Woman's Hour 11.0 The ~ Front Row 8.0 File : Letters of Ada Lovelace 

Radio 1’s Big Weekend  ; Davies: As Yet Untitled — ; 9.0 [MU The Bone : Flash 9.0S.W.AT10.0 — ; 2.0 The Wars of Coco the Crown (2/5) 1.0 : Truth About Tourette’s : on4 (4/10) 8.40 In : (1/2) 3.0 Barnaby 

X Saturday Best Bits : TO Hypothetical12.0 = Collector (1999) 11.20 = The Flight Attendant ; Chanel 3.0 The British Lunchtime Concert. At: Aidy Smith challenges : Touch 9.0 Allin the : Rudge (2/3) 4.0 The 

10.0 Conversations With : Big Zuu’sBigEats12.40 © PMMTriple 9 (2016) : 11.05 The Flight : Invasion 4.0 Tales of the Hay festival, violinist : listeners’ perceptions : Mind (6/10) 9.30 The =: Museum of Curiosity 

Friends 10.30 Obsessed : Have! Got a Bit More : 1,35 (Runners : Attendant 12.05 The : the Unexpected 4.30 Aleksey Semenenko and of the condition.11.30 : Life Scientific(R)9.59 : (6/6) 4.30 Chambers 

With ... Conversations : News for You1.45 Whose : (1983) : Blacklist 1.0 Road Wars —: Tales of the Unexpected pianist Sam Haywood Black Roots. The story : Weather 10.0 The World : (2/5)5.0 North By 

With Friends 11.0 People : LinelsItAnyway?USA —: : 2.0 NCIS: Los Angeles : 5.0 Discovering: Glenn play Dvo¥ak’s Sonatina of Black fiddler and : Tonight 10.45 Bookat =: Northamptonshire (4/4) 

Just Do Nothing 11.30 : 2.10 Whose Line Is It : ITV2 : 3.0 Hawaii Five-0 4.0 : Close 6.0 Portrait Artist in G, Op 100, Von guitarist Arnold Shultz. : Bedtime: MrWilderand : 5.30 Daphne Sounds 

People Just Do Nothing : Anyway? USA 2.45 QI : 6.0am Totally Bonkers : S-W.A.T5.0 BondiRescue : of the Year 2019 7.0 Paradis’ Sicilienne, (2/3) 12.0 News 12.01: Me. By Jonathan Coe. : Expensive (2/4) 6.0 Host 

12.0 Press X to Continue : XL3.30 Travel Man: : Guinness World Records : 5-30 Bondi Rescue : Céline Dion: Taking R6éntgen-Maier's Sonata: (LW)ShippingForecast =: (2/10)11.0 Fortunately : Planet Earth (2/6) 6.30 

12.10 Conversations With : 48 Hours in Oslo 4.0 : 6.30 Love Bites 7.30 : : Chances World Tour in B minor and De : 12.04 Call You and Yours : 11.30 Epiphanies (R) : Soul Music 7.0 The Goon 

Friends 12.40 Obsessed : Teleshopping : The Ellen DeGeneres : Sky Arts : 9.0 GI! Am Burt Sarasate’s Introduction : 12.57Weather1.0The =: 12.0News12.30Black : Show 7.30 King Street 

With ... Conversations : : Show 8.25 You’ve Been : 6.Oam Classic FM's : Reynolds (2020) 10.45 and Tarantella,Op43. : WorldatOne1.45How : Gold(R)12.48Shipping : Junior (4/8) 8.0 Lady in 

With Friends 110 Meet : E4 : Framed! 9.20 Hart of : Rising Stars With Julian  ; Discovering: Carpenters 2.0 Afternoon Concert. : toStealaTrillion.How : Forecast 1.0 As World : a Fog (7/8) 8.30 Adam 

the Khans: Big in Bolton : 60am Hollyoaks 7.0 : Dixie 10.15 One Tree : Lloyd Webber 7.0 A : 11.15 Cheltenham La Scala Philharmonic : offshoring developed : Service 5.20 Shipping : Dalgliesh: Cover Her Face 

1.40 Computer SaysNo =: Melissa & Joey 8.0 : Hill 11.10 The OC 12.0 : Shanghai Symphony 8.0: Literature Festival 2021 perform Brahms’s : through Britain’s links : Forecast 5.30 News 5.43 : (2/4) 9.0 Monsieur Non 

2.30 Conversations With : Black-ish 9.0 The : Britain’s Got Talent2.0  : Great Film Composers: : 12.15 Voices of Ireland Second Symphony and  : toanumberofislands. : PrayerfortheDay5.45 =: 10.0 Daphne Sounds 

Friends 3.0 People Just : Neighborhood10.0The =: The Ellen DeGeneres : The Music of the : 1.30 The History of Dvorak’s Cello Concerto. : (2/5) 2.0 The Archers : Farming Today 5.58 : Expensive (2/4) 10.30 

Do Nothing 3.30 People : Big Bang Theory 11.0 : Show 3.0 Hart of Dixie — : Movies 9.0 Tales of : Comedy 2.30 Carey 5.0 In Tune 7.0 In Tune (R) 2.15 The Penny : Tweet of the Day : Mark Steel's in Town 

Just Do Nothing : The Goldbergs 12.0 : 4.0 One Tree Hill 5.0 : the Unexpected 9.30 : Mulligan: Off Camera Mixtape 7.30 In Concert. : Dreadfuls Present: Poo Es (2/6) 11.0 What Does 

: Brooklyn Nine-Nine1.0 : TheOC6.OCatchphrase =<: Talesofthe Unexpected  : 3.45 Why Do We Dance? Nathalie Stutzmann Richard Ill Rebothered. : Radio 4 Extra > the K Stand For? (3/6) 

Dave : The Big Bang Theory 3.0 : Celebrity Special 7.0 : 10.0 Discovering: Kevin : 5-0 Auction 5.30 Auction | conducts the BBC Spoof historicaldrama, : 6.0am Lady ina Fog : 11.30 I’ve Never Seen 

6.0am Teleshopping 7.0 : The Neighborhood 4.0 : Superstore 8.0 Bob’s : Costner 11.0 Primal ; ——_______________ | Symphony Orchestraand : by David Reed. 3.0 : (7/8) 6.30 Adam : Star Wars (1/6) 12.0 

Travel Man: 48 Hoursin : Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.0 : Burgers 9.0 Family Guy : Scream: Music Icons : Sky Atlantic Chorus in Brahms’s Nanie : Short Cuts(2/8)3.30A_ : Dalgliesh: Cover Her : Host Planet Earth (2/6) 

Amsterdam 7.35 Yianni: : The Big Bang Theory : 11.30 American Dad! : 11.30 Video Killed : 6.0am Fish Town 7.0 Gesang der Parzen,Op =: ThoroughExamination : Face (2/4) 7.0 North : 12.30 Soul Music 1.0 

Supercar Customiser 8.0 : 7.0 Hollyoaks 7.30 Teen : 12.25 Bob’s Burgers : the Radio Star 12.0 Fish Town 8.0 Fish Town 89, and Schicksalslied, : With Drs Chrisand Xand. : By Northamptonshire > Lady ina Fog (7/8) 1.30 

Top Gear 9.0 Celebrity : Mum Academy 8.0 : 12.55 Bob's Burgers : : 8.55 Fish Town 9.45 The | Op54,and Tchaikovsky's : The twin medics learn : (4/4) 7.30 Daphne : Adam Dalgliesh: Cover 

Storage Hunters 10.0 : Below Deck 9.0 Celebrity : 1.25 Superstore 1.50 : Affair 10.50 The Affair Symphony No 6. 10.0 : about ultra-processed : Sounds Expensive > Her Face (2/4) 2.0 Fall 

Sin City Motors 11.0 : Gogglebox10.0 Naked =: Superstore 2.20 The : 12.15 Game of Thrones Free Thinking. With : food and its effect : (2/4) 8.0 The Goon : Down Seven Times, 

Expedition With Steve : Attraction 12.10 First : Emily Atack Show 3.0 : 1.20 Game of Thrones Nobel prize-winning : on people’s health. : Show 8.30 King Street : Get Up Eight (2/5) 2.15 

Backshall 12.0 Cop Car : Dates 1.15 Gogglebox : Teleshopping : 2.25 Boardwalk Empire author Abdulrazak : (1/7) 4.0 A Laureate : Junior (4/8) 9.0 The : Maya Angelou: Gather 

Workshop 1.0 Special : 2.15 Below Deck 3.05 : : 3.30 Boardwalk Empire Gurnah. 10.45 The : for Elizabeth. William : News Quiz (6/8) 9.30 : Together in My Name 

Ops: Crime Squad UK : Celebrity Gogglebox : Sky Max : 4,35 Boardwalk Empire Essay: Composers and > Sieghart looks at the : Chambers (2/5) 10.0 : (2/5) 2.30 The Letters of 

2.0 Top Gear 3.0 Rick : 4.0 Ramsay’s Kitchen : 6.0am Stargate SG-1 : 5.45 The Affair 6.50 Their Dogs (2/5) (R) work of the seven : Barnaby Rudge (2/3) : Ada Lovelace (1/2) 3.0 

Stein’s Secret France : Nightmares USA 4.50 : 7.0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 : The Affair 7.55 Game of 11.0 Night Tracks 12.30 poets laureate who ! 11.0 Monsieur Non12.0 : Barnaby Rudge (2/3) 4.0 

4.0 Expedition With : The Goldbergs : The Flash 9.0 DC's : Thrones 9.0 Das Boot Through the Night have served duringthe =: The Goon Show 12.30 : The Museum of Curiosity 

Steve Backshall 5.0 Rick : : Legends of Tomorrow = 10.0 The King 11.0 Band reign of Elizabeth Il. : King Street Junior (4/8) : (6/6) 4.30 Chambers 

Stein’s Secret France : Film4 : 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 The Bone / : of Brothers 12.10 Band Radio 4 : 4,30 Great Lives. Judy : 1.0LadyinaFog(7/8) =: (2/5) 5.0 North By 

6.0 Taskmaster 7.0 : 11.0am GM Captain : NCIS: Los Angeles 12.0 Collector. : of Brothers 1.20 Big Love 6.0am Today 9.0 The : Garland is nominated : 1.30 Adam Dalgliesh: : Northamptonshire (4/4) 

Whose Line Is It Anyway? : Scarlett (1953) : NCIS: Los Angeles 1.0 é a : 2.25 Big Love 3.30 In Life Scientific (2/6) 9.30 : by Susie Boyt.(9/9)5.0 : Cover Her Face (2/4) : 5.30 Daphne Sounds 

USA 7.30 Whose Line : 12.35 Gy The : Hawaii Five-0 2.0 Film4 : Treatment 4.0 Fish Town One to One (2/6) 9.45 : PM5.54(LW) Shipping : 2.0 Fall Down Seven : Expensive (2/4) 
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The Repair Shop Jubilee 
Special, BBC One 
A 

BBCOne BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 

6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Escape to the Country (T) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 For Love Or (R) 7.15 Garden Rescue (T) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Money (T) (R) 10.45 Rip (R) 8.0 See Hear (T) 8.30 Morning (T) 12.30 Loose King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 & Scammers: At War With 
Off Britain (T) 11.15 Homes Our Lives (T) (R) 9.0 News Women (T) 1.30 News and Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier the Law (T) (R) 1.10 News 
Under the Hammer (T) (R) (T) 1.0 Ready Steady Cook Weather (T) 1.55 Local (T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) (T) 115 Home and Away (T) 

12.15 Bargain Hunt Jubilee (T) (R) 1.45 Eggheads (T) News and Weather (T) 2.0 10.30 Undercover Boss USA 1.45 Neighbours (T) 2.15 

Special (T) 1.0 News (T) (R) 2.15 Mastermind (T) (R) Dickinson's Real Deal (T) (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 GA Killer Engagement: 

1.30 Regional News (T) 2.45 Britain in Bloom (T) (R) 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 Couples Come Dine With Me Matchmaker Mysteries 

1.45 Doctors (T) 2.15 Five (R) 3.15 Richard Hammond Local News and Weather (T) (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed (David Mackay, 2019) (T) 

Bedrooms (T) 3.0 Escape Builds a Planet (T) (R) 4.15 4.0 Tipping Point (T) 5.0 The Lunch (T) 2.10 Countdown 4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits 

to the Country (T) (R) 3.45 This Farming Life (T) (R) 5.15 Chase (T) 6.0 Local News and (T) 3.0 A Place in the Sun in the Sun (T) 5.0 News 

Garden Rescue (T) 4.30 Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Richard Weather (T) 6.30 News and (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) (T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 7.0 Great British Railway 

The Bidding Room (T) (R) Osman's House of Games (T) Weather (T) 7.0 Emmerdale 5.0 Come Dine With Me (T) 6.30 Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 Journeys (T) (R) Michael 

5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 News (R) 6.30 Animal Park (T) 7.0 (T) 7.30 Coronation Street (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: The Big Big Antique Adventure Portillo discovers the origins 

(T) 6.30 Regional News (T) Nadiya's Time to Eat (T) (R) Naked Painting Challenge With Susan Calman (T) of the London Underground 

7.0 The One Show (T) 7.30 7.30 Between the Covers (T) (T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) (R) 7.55 News (T) map. 7.30 Coastal Path (T) 

EastEnders (T) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 7.0 (R) Exploring the coastline of 
News (T) southern Cornwall. 

8.0 The Repair Shop Jubilee 8.0 Springwatch (T) Chris 8.0 Britain's Got Talent (T) Ant 8.0 Location, Location, Location 8.0 Police Interceptors (T) (R) 8.0 The Story of Welsh Art (T) 
Special (T) Experts restore and Michaela showcase and Dec host the third of this (T) Kirstie meets a single A stolen car crashes head-on (R) Huw Stephens explores 
four treasured heirlooms, some of the season's most week's live semi-finals. Eight mum who wants a place she into an oncoming vehicle. Wales's cultural history, 
each with a royal connection. recognisable wildlife. acts will perform, with the and her son can call home. Includes news update. beginning on Anglesey. 

9.0 The Great British Sewing 9.0 DNA Family Secrets (T) Four first finalist chosen via vote. 9.0 George Clarke's Flipping Fast | 9.0 Flight MH370: Murder at 9.0 NewElizabethans With 
Bee (T) Music week brings more people test their DNA (T) A mother and daughter 30,000 Feet? (T) When the Andrew Marr (T) (R) How 
a pattern for a parka, old to help answer life-changing are searching in their home government's search ends, Britain's heavy industries 
denim gets the country music questions, including Clare, town of Blackpool, and a private company steps faced devastating decline. 
treatment, and David Bowie who wonders whether her believe that creating a stylish in to try to finally locate Andrew Marr picks the 
inspires the sewers for their Dad was a British soldier show home will catapult the missing plane. Last in individuals who pioneered 
Made to Measure outfits. during the Troubles. them into first place. the series. new exports. Last in series. 

10.0 News (T) 10.0 Inside No 9 (T) Animated 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 Gogglebox (T) (R) 10.0 GThe Rock (1996) (T) 10.0 Abigail's Party: Play for 

10.30 Regional News (T) Weather episode. Last in the series. 10.30 Local News (T) Weather 11.05 Spreadsheet (T) Action thriller, starring Sean Today (T) (R) Mike Leigh's 

10.40 Peacock (T) (R) New 10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 10.45 It'll Be Alright on the Night 11.35 Spreadsheet (T) Connery and Nicolas Cage. classic comedy. 

“authentic” Andy is set for a 11.15 Unspun World With John (T) (R) David Walliams 12.05 The Great Garden Revolution | 12.40 999: Criminals Caught on 11.45 Out of a Crisis: A Celebration 
second date with Georgia but Simpson (T) News review. narrates more TV disasters. (T) (R) 1.05 Kitchen Camera (T) (R) 1.30 The of Play for Today (T) (R) The 
“old" Andy resurfaces. 11.45 Lucy Worsley Investigates: 11.45 The 1% Club (T) (R) Quizshow Nightmares USA (T) (R) 1.55 Live Casino Show (T) 3.30 story of the TV drama series. 

11.05 Life and Death in the The Black Death (T) (R) hosted by Lee Mack. The Simpsons (T) (R) 2.20 Shoplifters & Scammers: 1.15 Great British Railway 
Warehouse (T) (R) Helen 12.45 See Hear (T) (R) 1.15 Idris 12.35 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 The GQ Zoolander 2 (2016) (T) At War With the Law (T) (R) Journeys (T) (R) 1.45 
Black's fact-based drama. Elba's Fight School (T) (R) Switch (T) (R) 3.50 Unwind 4.0 Come Dine With Me (T) 4.20 Witches: A Century of Coastal Path (T) (R) 2.15 

12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead 2.15 Britain's Top Takeaways With ITV (T) 5.05 Tipping (R) 4.55 Location, Location, Murder (T) (R) 5.10 House New Elizabethans With 
(T) 12.10 News (T) (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two (T) Point (T) (R) Location (T) (R) Doctor (T) (R) Andrew Marr (T) (R) 

Other channels Radio 

BBC Three : News for You 12.0 Big : 6.30 [EMMHidden : NCIS: Los Angeles12.0  : Unexpected 1.30 Tales Radio3 Radio 4 : (R) 9.30 The Media : Fall Down Seven Times, 

7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 The : 2uu's Big Eats 12.40 : Figures (2016) 9.0 : NCIS: LosAngeles1.0 —:_ of the Unexpected 2.0 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 6.0am Today 9.0 More : Show(R)9.59Weather : Get Up Eight (3/5) 2.15 

Catch Up 8.0 Glow Up: : Have! Gota Bit More : Ga Once Upona : Hawaii Five-0 2.0 : Hollywood Couples 3.0 Essential Classics 12.0 Or Less (2/6) 9.30 Just : 10.0 The World Tonight  : Maya Angelou: Gather 

Britain’s Next Make-Up; News for You1.45 Whose : Time in Hollywood : S.W.A.T3.0 DC's Legends : The Women Who Run Composer of the Week: One Thing With Michael : 10.45 Mr Wilder and : Together in My Name 

Star 9.0 Harry StylesX — : Line Is It Anyway? USA : (2019) 12.15 Go : of Tomorrow 4.0 The : Hollywood 4.0 Tales of Handel and the Crown Mosley. How oily fish can : Me. By Jonathan Coe. : (3/5) 2.30 The Letters of 

Radio 1's Big Weekend ; 2-10 Whose Line Is It : Days of the Bagnold : Flash 5.0 Supergirl : the Unexpected 4.30 (3/5) 1.0 Lunchtime boost the heart. (6/10) : (3/10)11.0 Sunil Patel: : Ada Lovelace (2/2) 3.0 

9.55 RuPaul’s Drag Race: Anyway? USA 2.45QI1XL : Summer (2019) 2.0 : 6.0 Stargate SG-17.0 : Tales of the Unexpected Concert. From the Hay 9.45 (LW) Daily Service =: Anldiot’s Guide to : Barnaby Rudge (3/3) 4.0 

UK 11.0 RuPaul’s Drag : 3.30Gavin &Stacey4.0 : GMGrandma(2015) —: Stargate SG-18.0DC’s —: 5.0 Discovering: Tim festival, the Mithras 9.45 (FM) Book ofthe  : Cryptocurrency (3/4) : Booked (3/6) 4.30 1834 

Race UK 12.05 Glow Up: : Teleshopping : : Legends of Tomorrow : Robbins 6.0 Portrait Piano Trio and viola Week: Black Gold. By : 11.15 Rosie Jones: Box > (6/6) 5.0 Mrs Sidhu 

Britain’s Next Make-Up |, —————— ITV2 : 9.0 The Blacklist 10.0 : Artist of the Year 2019 player Gary Pomeroy Jeremy Paxman. (3/5) : Ticker Too (R) 11.30 : Investigates: Murder 

Star 1.05 Conversations: E4 : 6.0am You've Been : NCIS: Los Angeles 11.0: 7.0 Landscape Artist of play Mahler’s Piano 10.0 Woman's Hour 11.0 : Epiphanies (R) 12.0 : With Masala (4/4) 5.30 

With Friends 1.35 : 6.0am Hollyoaks 6.30  : Framed! Gold6.30 Love : Road Wars 12.0 Brit : the Year 2015 8.0 The Quartet in A minor The Little Black Book (R) : News12.30BlackGold =: Heresy (1/6) 6.0 Host 

Conversations : Hollyoaks 7.0 Melissa& : Bites 7.30 The Ellen : Cops: Rapid Response : Prince's Master Crafters: and DvoFak’s Piano 11.30 Lady Killers With : (R) 12.48 Shipping : Planet Earth (3/6) 6.30 

With Friends 2.0 > Joey 8.0 Black-ish 9.0 : DeGeneres Show 8.25 : 1.0 The Force: North East : The Next Generation 9.0 Quartet in D, Op 23. Lucy Worsley. The story =: Forecast 1.0 As World > How Tickled Am |? (5/6) 

Conversations With : The Neighborhood10.0 : You've Been Framed! : 2.0 Stop, Search, Seize: Comedy Legends 10.0 2.0 Afternoon Concert. of Mary Ann Cotton, : Service 5.20 Shipping : 7.0 Hancock’s Half Hour 

Friends 2.30 Gavin : The Big Bang Theory : Unchained! 9.20 Hart : 3.15 Hawaii Five-O 410 = The Sixties 11.0 Guy Act One of Janacek's thought to be Britain’s : Forecast 5.30 News5.43 = (17/20) 7.30 If You're 

& Stacey 3.0 Gavin & : 11.0 The Goldbergs 12.0 : of Dixie10.15OneTree : S-W.A.1.5.0 Highway : Garvey: From the Vaults Katya Kabanova from first female serial killer. : Prayer fortheDay5.45 =: So Clever, Why Aren't 

Stacey 3.30 Dubai Hustle : BrooklynNine-Nine1.0 <: Hill1110 The OC 12.0 : Cops 5.30 Highway Cops: 12.0 Status Quo: Pictures | Rome Opera. Plus, music (6/8) 12.0 News 12.01: Farming Today 5.58 : You Rich? (3/4) 8.0 

The Big Bang Theory3.0 : Britain’sGotTalent2.0 : : ~ Live in Montreux 2.0 by Debussy, Maconchy (LW) Shipping Forecast : Tweet of the Day : Lady ina Fog (8/8) 8.30 

Dave : The Neighborhood 4.0 =: The Ellen DeGeneres : Sky Arts : Video Killed the Radio and Chopin. 4.0 Choral 12.04 You and Yours : : Adam Dalgliesh: Cover 

6.0am Teleshopping : Brooklyn Nine-Nine5.0 : Show3.OHartofDixie : 6.OamAndréRieu: And : Star2.30Goldie: The Art | Eyensong5.0InTune 7.0 : 12.57Weather1.0The : Radio 4 Extra : Her Face (3/4) 9.0 The 

7.0 The Joy of Techs : The Big Bang Theory : 4.0 One Tree Hill 5.0 : the WaltzGoesOn9.0 : That Made Me 4.0 The In Tune Mixtape 7.30 In : WorldatOne1.45How : 6.0amLadyina Fog : Real Comedy Controllers 

7.35 Yianni: Supercar ‘7.0 Hollyoaks 7.30 Teen : TheOC6.OCatchphrase : Talesofthe Unexpected : South Bank Show 5.0 Concert. At Bridgewater to Steala Trillion. How  : (8/8) 6.30 Adam : (2/2) 10.0 Heresy (1/6) 

Customiser 8.0 TopGear : MumAcademy 8.0 : Celebrity Special : 10.0 Discovering: Glenn ; Auction 5.30 Auction Hall, Manchester, Ben Russian oligarchs found =: Dalgliesh: Cover Her : 10.30 That Mitchell and 

9.0 Celebrity Storage : Below Deck 9.0 Brooklyn : 7.0 Superstore 7.30 > Close 11.0 Smokey : ———_—__—————._ | Gernon conducts the London a receptive place. : Face (3/4) 7.0 Mrs : Webb Sound (5/5) 11.0 

Hunters 10.0 Sin City : Nine-Nine 9.30 Brooklyn : Superstore 8.0 Bob's : Robinson: Music Icons : Sky Atlantic BBC Philharmonic, (3/5) 2.0 The Archers : Sidhu Investigates: : All the World's a Globe 

Motors 11.0 Expedition : Nine-Nine 10.0 Derry : Burgers 8.30 Bob’s : 11.30 Video Killed the : 6.0am Richard E Grant’s Chetham’s Chamber 2.15 Fledgling. Coming- : Murder With Masala : (3/8) 11.15 The Goldfish 

With Steve Backshall > Girls 10.35 Derry Girls : Burgers 9.0 Family Guy : Radio Star 12.0 Christian : Hotel Secrets 7.0 Richard Choir, soprano Georgie of-age drama, by Sami : (4/4) 7.30 Heresy (1/6) : Bowl (3/8) 11.30 King 

12.0 Cop Car Workshop —:_- 11.10 Gogglebox 12.15 : 9.30 Family Guy 10.0 : Hook: Painting the : E Grant's Hotel Secrets Malcolm, mezzo Clara Ibrahim. (R) 3.0 Money : 8.0 Hancock's Half : Cutler (6/6) 12.0 Host 

1.0 Special Ops: Crime : First Dates 1.20 Below : Family Guy 10.30 Family : Invisible 1.0 Talesofthe : 8.0 Richard E Grant's Mouriz, tenor Joshua Box Live 3.30 Allinthe : Hour (17/20) 8.30 If > Planet Earth (3/6) 12.30 

Squad UK 2.0 TopGear =: Deck 2.15 Derry Girls : Guy 10.55 Family Guy : : Hotel Secrets 9.0 Ellicott and baritone Mind (R) 4.0 Thinking : You're So Clever, Why : How Tickled Am I? (5/6) 

3.0 Rick Stein's Secret : 2.45 Derry Girls 3.15 : 11.25 American Dad! = ~~ = Richard E Grant's Hotel Thomas Ashdown in Allowed (9/11) 4.30 The : Aren’t You Rich? (3/4) : 1.0 Lady in a Fog (8/8) 

France 4.0 Expedition : Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.40 : 11.55 American Dad! : Secrets 10.0 The Affair Haydn's Mass in B flat Media Show 5.0 PM5.54 : 9.0 Booked (3/6) : 1.30 Adam Dalgliesh: 


With Steve Backshall 5.0 


6.0 Taskmaster 7.0 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
USA 7.30 Whose Line 

Is It Anyway? USA 8.0 
Travel Man: 48 Hours 

in Madeira 8.30 Travel 
Man: 48 Hours on the 
Cote D’Azur 9.0 QI XL 
10.0 Hypothetical 11.0 
Have | Got a Bit More 


: Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
Rick Stein’s Secret France: 


4.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen 


: Nightmares USA 4.55 


: 12.20 Bob's Burgers 
: 12.50 Bob's Burgers 
: 1.20 Superstore 1.50 


: Ships (1963) 1.35 

> GA ttack! (1956) 

: 3.45 (GM The Man Who 
: Would Be King (1975) 


: The Goldbergs 5.20 : Superstore 2.15 Celebrity 
: The Goldbergs : Juice 3.0 Teleshopping 

: Film4 : Sky Max 

: 11.0am Gi The Long : 6.0am Stargate SG-1 


: 7.0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 
: The Flash 9.0 DC’s 

: Legends of Tomorrow 
: 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 


: 11.10 The Affair 12.15 

: Game of Thrones 3.30 

: Boardwalk Empire 5.45 

> The Affair 7.55 Game 

: of Thrones 9.0 Save Me 

: 10.0 Generation Kill 

: 11.10 ZeroZeroZero 12.15 
: Six Feet Under 1.20 Six 


| Feet Under 2.25 Six Feet 
op 9 : Under 3.30 In Treatment 

cee Bes 7]: 4.0 Richard E Grant's 
iim4 » : Hotel Secrets 


(Harmoniemesse) H XXII 
14, Bach’s (arr Webern) 
Musical Offering: 


Ricercar a 6 and Mozart's i 


Symphony No 41. 10.0 
Free Thinking 10.45 
The Essay: Composers 
and Their Dogs. Haydn 
and Chopin’s love 

for poodles. (R) 11.0 
Night Tracks 12.30 
Through the Night 


(LW) Shipping Forecast 
5.57 Weather 6.0 News 
6.30 Heresy. With David 
Mitchell, Miles Jupp 

and Sayeeda Warsi. 
(2/6) 7.0 The Archers 
7.15 Front Row 8.0 The 
Moral Maze (2/10) 8.45 
Just One Thing With 
Michael Mosley (R) 9.0 
A Thorough Examination 
With Drs Chris and Xand 


: 9.30 1834 (6/6) 10.0 
: Barnaby Rudge (3/3) 

: 11.0 The Real Comedy 

: Controllers: The Things 


: 1.30 Adam Dalgliesh: 
: Cover Her Face (3/4) 2.0 


> Cover Her Face (3/4) 2.0 
: Fall Down Seven Times, 

: Get Up Eight (3/5) 2.15 

: Maya Angelou: Gather 


: That Made Us Laugh : Together in My Name 

: (2/2) 12.0 Hancock's : (3/5) 2.30 The Letters 

: Half Hour (17/20) 12.30 : of Ada Lovelace (2/2) 

> If You're So Clever, Why : 3.0 Barnaby Rudge (3/3) 
: Aren't You Rich? (3/4) : 4,0 Booked (3/6) 4.30 

> 1.0 Lady in a Fog (8/8) 1834 (6/6) 5.0 Mrs 


: Sidhu Investigates (4/4) 
: 5.30 Heresy (1/6) 


Thursday 


ITV 


Fast & Furious, rd 


BBCOne BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel5 BBC Four 

6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.35 Escape to the Country (R) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 The Queen's 7.20 Garden Rescue (R) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The King Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Platinum Jubilee: Trooping 8.05 Our Changing Planet Morning (T) 12.30 Loose of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 Frasier & Scammers: At War With 
the Colour (T) 1.15 News (T) (R) 9.05 [Gy Planes (2013) Women (T) 1.40 News and (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier (T) (R) the Law (T) (R) 1.10 News 
1.35 Regional News (T) 1.40 10.30 Wanted Down Under Weather (T) 1.45 Local 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) 10.30 (T) 1.15 Home and Away (T) 

Weather 1.45 The Repair Revisited (R) 11.15 Homes News and Weather (T) 1.55 Undercover Boss USA (T) (R) 1.45 Neighbours (T) 2.15 

Shop (T) 2.15 Five Bedrooms Under the Hammer (R) Gy The Secret Life of 11.30 Couples Come Dine GQ My Husband's Secret 

(T) 3.0 Escape to the Country 12.15 Bargain Hunt (R) 1.0 Pets (Chris Renaud, Yarrow With Me (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Wife (Tamar Halpern, 2018) 

(T) (R) 3.45 Garden Rescue Ready Steady Cook (R) Cheney, 2016) (T) 3.35 Packed Lunch (T) 2.10 (T) 4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits 

(T) 4.30 The Bidding Room 1.45 Eggheads (R) 2.15 Tenable (T) (R) 4.35 Tipping Countdown (T) 3.0 A Place in in the Sun (T) 5.0 News (T) 

(T) (R) 5.15 Pointless (T) Mastermind (R) 2.45 Britain Point (T) (R) 5.35 The Chase the Sun (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau 5.05 Neighbours (T) (R) 5.35 

6.0 News (T) 6.20 Regional in Bloom (R) 3.15 Richard (T) 6.35 News and Weather DIY (T) 5.0 Come Dine With Ultimate Police Interceptors 

News (T) 6.25 Weather Hammond Builds a Universe (T) 6.50 Local News and Me (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: The (T) (R) 6.0 Shoplifters: At 7.0 Coastal Path (T) (R) Paul 

(T) 6.30 The One Show: (R) 4.15 This Farming Life (R) Weather (T) 7.0 Emmerdale Big Naked Painting Challenge War With the Law (T) (R) Rose visits the coastline of 

Jubilee Special (T) 7.30 5.15 Flog It! (R) 6.0 Richard (T) 7.30 Coronation Street (T) (T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) 7.0 Big Antique Adventure south Devon. 7.30 Coastal 

EastEnders (T) Osman's House of Games (R) (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) With Susan Calman (T) Path (T) (R) Paul Rose visits 
6.30 Animal Park 7.0 Cricket: 7.0 News (T) 7.30 A Place in 7.55 News (T) the Jurassic Coast. Last in 
Today at the Test the Sun (T) the series. 

8.0 Platinum Beacons: Lighting 8.0  Springwatch (T) Chris and 8.0 Britain's Got Talent 8.0 Grand Designs (T) (R) Kevin 8.0 Nick Knowles’ Big House 8.0 TheRKOStory: Tales from 
Up the Jubilee (T) Coverage Michaela reveal some new (T) The live semi-finals McCloud meets master Clearout (T) Nick and his Hollywood (T) (R) Howard 
from around the country as science about toads, who welcome back the acts carpenter Olaf, who is team of experts help families Hughes buys the company, 
communities come together make a mammoth migration. who impressed the judges creating an oasis for himself. across Britain who are being which has a devastating 
to light more than 1,500 9.0 Making Sense of Cancer as wellas the golden 9.0 Taskmaster (T) Sophie crushed by their clutter. effect on the studio. Last 
beacons to celebrate the With Hannah Fry (T) The buzzer performers. Ant Duker displays world-class Includes news update. in the series. 

Queen's 70-year reign. mathematician, who was and Dec host, while Simon levels of endurance, Ardal 9.0 Casualty 24/7: Every Second 9.05 G—Cat People (Jacques 
Presented by Kirsty Young, diagnosed with cervical Cowell, Amanda Holden, O'Hanlon sings about leaning Counts (T) At Barnsley Tourneur, 1942) (T) 

with Jermaine Jenas, Gethin cancer at 36, interrogates Alesha Dixon and David ona fence, Judi Love designs Hospital, Sister Jane helps a An architect falls for a 
Jones, Carol Kirkwood and the way we diagnose and Walliams return to the some headgear and Bridget man who has been arrested mysterious artist. Horror, 
Holly Hamilton. treat cancer. judges' desk. Christie uses her phone. for being drunk. starring Simone Simon. 

10.0 News (T) 10.0 (yesterday (Danny 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 Big Boys (T) Jack and Danny 10.0 Ambulance: Code Red (T) (R) 10.15 GI! Walked With a Zombie 

10.30 Regional News (T) Weather Boyle, 2019) (T) Fantasy 10.19 Local News (T) Weather each try to face up to their 11.05 Skin A&E (T) (R) (Jacques Tourneur, 1943) (T) 

10.40 The Queen: 70 Glorious comedy, starring Himesh 10.20 IM Fast & Furious (Justin own sexual shortcomings. 12.05 Plastic Surgery Knifemares Horror, starring Frances Dee 
Years (T) (R) Celebrities Patel and Lily James. Lin, 2009) (T) Action thriller 10.35 Big Boys (T) (T) (R) 1.0 The Live Casino and Christine Gordon. 
share their experiences of 11.50 Freeze the Fear With Wim sequel, starring Vin Diesel. 11.05 Uefa Nations League 2022 Show (T) 3.10 Shoplifters & 11.25 John Buchan: Master of 
meeting the Queen. Hof (T) (R) A big jump is the 12.10 All Elite Wrestling: Rampage Preview (T) Scammers: At War With the Suspense (T) (R) 

11.40 GIQEBrooklyn (John final test. Last in the series. (T) 12.55 Shop: Ideal World 11.35 24 Hours in A&E (T) (R) Law (T) (R) 3.55 Now That's 12.25 Female Filmmakers: BBC 
Crowley, 2015) (T) Fifties- 12.50 Yorkshire Midwives on Call 3.0 Alan Titchmarsh: Spring 12.35 Hunted (T) (R) 1.30 Hunted Funny! (T) (R) 4.45 Wildlife Introducing Arts (T) (R) 1.25 
set drama, starring Saoirse (T) (R) 1.50 Britain's Top Into Summer (T) (R) 3.25 (T) (R) 2.30 Gy Suntan SOS (T) (R) 5.10 House Coastal Path (T) (R) 2.25 
Ronan and Julie Walters. Takeaways (T) (R) 2.50 This Alan Titchmarsh: Spring (2016) 4.15 Come Dine Doctor (T) (R) 5.35 Peppa Pig The RKO Story: Tales from 

1.25 Weather (T) 1.30 News (T) Is BBC Two (T) Into Summer (T) (R) With Me (T) (R) (T) (R) 5.40 Paw Patrol (R) Hollywood (T) (R) 

Other channels Radio 

BBC Three : 12.30 Brooklyn Nine- : ITV2 : 2.0 Just Another : Buckingham Palace Radio 3 Hour 10.25 (LW) Test : Tonight 10.45 Mr Wilder: Maya Angelou: Gather 

7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 : Nine 1.0 The Big Bang : 6.0am You've Been : Immigrant 2.30 Just : 12.0 Royalty Close Up 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 Match Special: Englandv : and Me. By Jonathan : Together in My Name 

The Catch Up 8.0 Meet : Theory 1.30 The Big : Framed! Gold 6.30 : Another Immigrant 3.0: 12.30 Royalty Close Essential Classics 12.0 New Zealand - First Test : Coe. (4/10) 11.0 The : (4/5) 2.30 Baaba Maal 

the Khans: Big in Bolton : Bang Theory 2.0 The : Celebrity Supermarket  : Jack & the Beanstalk: : Up 1.0 Tales of the Composer of the Week: Day One 11.0 (FM) From : Thirteen Million Club. : and the Senegalese 

8.30 Hot Cakes 9.0 : Big Bang Theory 2.30 : Sweep 7.30 Catchphrase: : After Ever After 4.0 An : Unexpected 1.30 Tales of | Handel and the Crown Our Own Correspondent : Briony May Williams > Kingdom of Music 3.0 

Thirteen 10.0 PRU 10.25 : The Big Bang Theory > Catchiest Moments 8.25 ; !diotAbroad37OLiam : the Unexpected 2.0 Guy (4/5) 1.0 Lunchtime (2/9) 11.30 (FM) Believe : presentsstandupfrom  : Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: 

Man Like Mobeen 11.10  : 3-OTheNeighborhood == you've Been Framed : Gallagher: 48 Hoursat —:_ Garvey: From the Vaults Concert. FromtheHay _: It!. Richard Wilsonyearns : comics withdisabilities, : Rodney Stone (1/4) 4.0 

Meet the Khans: Big in : 3.30 The Neighborhood =: and Famous! Gold : Rockfield 8.0 Dynamo: =: 3.0 André Rieu: Falling in | festival, the Mithras : to take aholiday. (4/4) : featuring Steve Dayand = The Personality Test 

Bolton 11.40 PRU12.05 : 4O0BrooklynNine-Nine : 9 30,gMMMGarfield2:  : BeyondBelief9:.OThe =: Love-LiveinMaastricht | piano Trio playShulamit : 12.0(FM)News12.01 =: Harriet Dyer. 11.30 Laura : (3/6) 4.30 Tomorrow, 

Dubai Hustle 12.35 Hot: 4-30 Brooklyn Nine- : ATale of Two Kitties : Midwich Cuckoos10.15 : 2016 6.0 Portrait Artist Ran’s Soliloquy and : (LW) Shipping Forecast : Barton's Notes froma : Today! (4/6) 5.0 Bad 

Cakes 1.05 Glow Up: : Nine 5.0 The BigBang =: (2006) 11.05 In for a : TheFlightAttendant =: of the Year 201970 Dvorak's Piano Trio : 12.04 (LW) TMS 12.04 : Musicallsland(R)12.0  : Salsa (1/2) 5.30 Thanks 

Britain’s Next Make-Up: Theory 5.30 The Big : Penny 11.40 Britain's : 11.15 The Flash 12.15 : The Prince’s Master No 3 in F minor, : (FM) You and Yours > News 12.30 BlackGold : aLot, Milton Jones! 

Star 2.05 Thirteen 3.05 : Bang Theory 6.0 The : Got Talent 1.40 You've; The Rising 1.15 The : Crafters: The Next 0p 65.2.0 Afternoon : 12.30(FM) Sliced Bread: (R) 12.48 Shipping : (2/6) 6.0 Host Planet 

Computer Says No : Big Bang Theory 6.30 : Been Framed! Gold2.40 : Force: North East 2.10 : Generation 8.0 Classic Concert. The second = (9/20) 12.57 (FM) > Forecast 1.0 As World > Earth (4/6) 6.30 Great 

: The Big Bang Theory : Robots (2005) : The Force: North East ; Literature & Cinema act of Janagek’s Katya : Weather 1.0 (FM) The : Service 5.20 Shipping : Lives 7.0 The Frankie 

Dave : 7.0 Hollyoaks 7.30 : 4.30 [GM The Addams: 3.05 Brit Cops: Rapid : 9.0 Jeff Lynne’s ELO: Kabanova from Rome > World atOne1.45(FM) : Forecast 5.30 News 5.43 : Howerd Show 7.30 

6.0am Teleshopping : Teen Mum Academy : Family (2019) 6.15 : Response 4.0 Road Wars : Wembley Or Bust 11.30 Opera. Plus, Sibelius’s : Howto Steala Trillion. : PrayerfortheDay5.45 : Visiting Julia (1/6) 8.0 

7.0 The Joy of Techs : 8.0 Below Deck 9.0 | GWohnny English : 5.0 Highway Cops5.30 =: MWent the Day Well? | symphony No 3 with Oliver Bullough examines : Farming Today 5.58 : Publicity Stunts (1/2) 

7.35 Yianni: Supercar : Embarrassing Bodies : (2003) 8.0 [GIMMESkyfall : Highway Cops 2 (1942) 1.15 GM David the BBC Philharmonic. : “shell” companies. (4/5) : Tweet of the Day : 8.30 Adam Dalgliesh 

Customiser 8.0 TopGear : 10.0 Naked Attraction = (2912) 10.50 Family : : Byrne’s American Utopia 5.0 In Tune 7.0 InTune : 2.0(FM)TheArchers(R) : : (4/4) 9.0 Desert Island 

9.0 Celebrity Storage : 11.05 Gogglebox1210 = = Guy 11.20 Family Guy : Sky Arts : (2020) 3.15 Talking Mixtape 7.30 In Concert. : 2.15 (FM) Our Friends : Radio 4 Extra : Discs Revisited 9.45 

Hunters 10.0 TopGear _: ‘First Dates: The Proposal : 44.50 American Dad! : 6.Oam Sir Simon Rattle: : Heads: Music Icons 3.45 Kirill Karabits conducts in the North. By Peter : 6.0am Publicity Stunts : David Attenborough’s 

India Special 12.0 Red : 1.20 Rick and Morty1.50 : 42.50 Bob's Burgers1.45 : BeethovenSymphonies  : GMM Burning Man: the Bournemouth Flannery. (9/10) 3.0 ! (1/2) 6.30 Adam : Life Stories 10.0 Thanks 

Bull Soapbox Race 2017: ; Tuca&Bertie215 Below : [ovelsland: Allthe Feels : 7.25 Handel: La : Art on Fire (2020) 5.0 SO in Parry's | Was (FM) Ramblings. Clare: Dalgliesh: Cover Her Face : aLot, Milton Jones! 

London 3.0 Rick Stein’s : Deck 3.05 Embarrassing: 2.45 Unwind With ITV : Resurrezione 9.0 Tales : Auction 5.30 Auction Glad, Tchaikovsky's Balding visits the Scilly: (4/4) 7.0 Bad Salsa(1/2) : (2/6) 10.30 DMs Are 

Taste of Shanghai 4.0 : Bodies 4.0 Ramsay's : 3.0 Teleshopping : of the Unexpected 9.30 : ———________ | The Tempest Fantasy : Isles. (5/6) 3.27 (FM) : 7.30 Thanks a Lot, Milton : Open (3/6) 11.0 The 

Gavin &Stacey8.0Red_ : Kitchen Nightmares USA: : Tales of the Unexpected = Sky Atlantic Overture and Walton's > Appeal (R) 3.30 (FM) > Jones! (2/6) 8.0 The > Consultants (3/6) 11.30 

Dwarf: The First Three : 4.50 The Goldbergs 5.15: Sky Max : 10.0 Discovering: Tim : 6.0am Richard E Grant’s Henry V: AShakespeare : OpenBook(R)4.0(FM) : Frankie Howerd Show : The Secret World (4/4) 

Million Years9.0QIXL  ; The Goldbergs : 6,0am Bondi Rescue : Robbins 11.0 Inside : Hotel Secrets 7.0 Richard | Scenario. 10.0 Free Mary Portas: On Style ! 8.30 Visiting Julia(1/6) : 12.0 Host Planet Earth 

10.0 Late Night Mash a : 6.30 Bondi Rescue 7.0 : Art: Masterpieces from : E Grant’s Hotel Secrets Thinking. The influence (R) 4.30 (FM) Inside : 9.0 The Personality Test : (4/6) 12.30 Great Lives 

11.0 Mock the Week : Film4 : Road Wars 8.0 Dating : : 8.0 The Staircase 9.10 of the film Get Carter : Science 5.0 (FM) PM : (3/6) 9.30 Tomorrow, : 1.0 Publicity Stunts (1/2) 

11.40 Gavin & Stacey : 11.0am GM The : No Filter 8.30 Dating : The Wire 11.20 The and its source novel. > 5.54 (LW) Shipping : Today! (4/6) 10.0 Sir : 1.30 Adam Dalgliesh 

12.20 Gavin & Stacey : Wrecking Crew (1968) : No Filter 9.0 Dating No : Wire 12.25 The Wire (R) 10.45 The Essay: : Forecast 5.57(LW) TMS : Arthur Conan Doyle: : (4/4) 2.0 Fall Down 

1.0 Gavin & Stacey1.40 =: 1.10 GThe Black : Filter 9.30 Dating No : 1.30 The Wire 2.35 The Composers and Their : 5.57(FM)Weather6.0 =: Rodney Stone (1/4) : Seven Times, Get Up 

Gavin & Stacey : Shield of Falworth : Filter 10.0 Just Another : Wire 3.40 The Wire Dogs (4/5) (R) 11.0 The +: (FM) News 6.30 (FM) : 11.0 Desert Island Discs: Eight (4/5) 2.15 Maya 

> (1954) 3.10 Gi The : Immigrant 10.30 Just : 4.45 The Wire 5.50 The Night Tracks Mix 11.30 : Thanks a Lot, Milton : Revisited 11.45 David : Angelou (4/5) 2.30 

E4 : Colditz Story (1954)5.10 = Another Immigrant 11.0 : Wire 6.55 The Wire 8.0 Unclassified 12.30 : Jones!. Milton joins the  : Attenborough’s Life : Baaba Maal and the 

6.0am Hollyoaks 7.0 : Wlthe Lady Vanishes: Just Another Immigrant : Game of Thrones 9.0 Through the Night world’s kindliest secret : Stories12.0The Frankie : Senegalese Kingdom 

Melissa & Joey 8.0 : (1979) 710 Gi Failure : 11.30 Just Another : The Staircase 10.10 : service. (3/6) 7.0 The : Howerd Show 12.30 : of Music 3.0 Sir Arthur 

Black-ish 9.0 The : to Launch (2006) : Immigrant 12.0 Just : The Time Traveler’s Radio 4 : Archers 7.15 FrontRow ~: Visiting Julia (1/6) 1.0 : Conan Doyle (1/4) 4.0 

Neighborhood 10.0 The : 9.0 (@iCharlie’s : Another Immigrant : Wife 11.15 Save Me 12.15 6.0am Today 9.0 In Our 8.0 The Briefing Room Publicity Stunts (1/2) : The Personality Test 

Big Bang Theory 11.0 : Angels (2019) : 12.30 Just Another : The Newsroom 1.20 Time 9.45 (LW) Daily (6/7) 8.30 Afterlives(R) : 1.30 Adam Dalgliesh : (3/6) 4.30 Tomorrow, 

The Goldbergs 11.30 > 11.20 Rough > Immigrant 1.0 Just : The Newsroom 3.30 In Service 9.45 (FM) Book 9.0 Inside Science (R) : (4/4) 2.0 Fall Down > Today! (4/6) 5.0 Bad 

The Goldbergs 12.0 : Night (2017) 1.25 : Another Immigrant 1.30 : Treatment 4.0 Richard E of the Week: Black Gold =: 9.30 In Our Time 9.59 : Seven Times, Get : Salsa (1/2) 5.30 Thanks 

Brooklyn Nine-Nine : (GM Buddies (1985) : Just Another Immigrant : Grant's Hotel Secrets (4/5) 10.0 Woman's : Weather 10.0 The World : Up Eight (4/5) 2.15 : aLot, Milton Jones! (2/6) 
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6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 The 6.45 Pointless (T) (R) 7.30 Garden 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 


Queen's Platinum Jubilee: 
A Service of Thanksgiving 
(T) 12.30 Bargain Hunt (T) 
1.0 News (T) 1.30 Regional 
News and Weather (T) 1.45 


Rescue (T) (R) 8.15 The Repair 
Shop (T) (R) 9.15 (GI The 
Good Dinosaur (2015) (T) 
10.40 Wanted Down Under 
Revisited (T) (R) 11.25 Homes 


9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This 
Morning (T) 12.30 Loose 
Women (T) 1.0 News and 
Weather (T) 1.05 Local News 
and Weather (T) 1.10 Racing 


Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The King 
of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 Frasier 
(T) (R) 9.30 Frasier (T) (R) 
10.0 Frasier (T) (R) 10.30 
Undercover Boss USA (T) (R) 


Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters & 
Scammers: At War With the 
Law (T) (R) 1.10 News (T) 
1.15 Home and Away (T) 1.45 
Neighbours (T) 2.15 GIA 


The Repair Shop Jubilee Under the Hammer (T) (R) Live: The Oaks (T) 5.0 Tipping 11.30 Couples Come Dine Mother's Lie (Stefan Brogren, 
Special (T) (R) 2.45 Escape 12.25 Lifeline (T) (R) 12.35 Point: Best Ever Finals (T) With Me (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's 2021) (T) 4.0 Bargain-Loving 
to the Country (T) 3.45 Mad About Elvis (T) (R) 1.05 (R) 5.30 The Chase (T) 6.30 Packed Lunch (T) 2.10 Brits in the Sun (T) 5.0 
Garden Rescue (T) 4.30 The GM Viva Las Vegas (1964) News and Weather (T) 6.45 Countdown (T) 3.0 A Place in News (T) 5.05 Neighbours 
Bidding Room (T) (R) 5.15 (T) 2.30 Royal Recipes (T) Local News and Weather the Sun (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau (T) (R) 5.35 Ultimate Police 
Pointless (T) 6.0 News (T) (R) 3.15 Natural World (T) (T) 7.0 Emmerdale (T) 7.30 DIY (T) 5.0 Come Dine With Interceptors (T) (R) 6.0 
6.30 Regional News and (R) 4.15 This Farming Life (T) Coronation Street (T) Me (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: The Parking Fines: Are They a 
Weather (T) 6.45 The One (R) 5.15 Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Big Naked Painting Challenge Con? (T) (R) 7.0 Big Antique 7.0  Gershwin's Summertime: 
Show: Jubilee Special (T) Richard Osman's House of (T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) (R) Adventure With Susan The Song That Conquered 
7.30 The Crown Jewels (T) Games (T) (R) 6.30 Animal 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 7.0 Calman (T) 7.55 News (T) the World (T) (R) How the 
Park (T) 7.0 Cricket: Today News (T) 7.30 Dispatches (T) song Summertime became a 
at the Test (T) standard around the globe. 
8.30 Here We Go (T) Robin's 8.0 Gardeners’ World(T)Howto | 8.0 Britain's Got Talent (T) 8.0 Devonand Cornwall (T) 8.0 World's Most Scenic Railway 8.0 TOTP: 1993 (T) (R) Includes 
attempt to stop Cherry's get the best from tomatoes The last of the live semi- Mussel fishermen Matt Journeys (T) A trip through performances by Jesus 
wedding in Scotland fails. planted in grow bags. finals. Ant and Dec host, and Barry Sessions look to the Peak District at full Jones, Slipstream, Little 
Last in the series. 9.0 The Terror: Infamy (T) The while Simon Cowell, diversify, while farmer Steve steam, pulled by the Royal Angels, Apache Indian and 
9.0 Would! Lie to You? (T) Terminal Islanders return Amanda Holden, Alesha Alford and partner Hayley Scot locomotive. Includes Paul McCartney. 
Unseen clips from series 15. home to find that things have Dixon and David Walliams hope to tap into the growing news update. 9.0 The Joy of Easy Listening (T) 
9.30 The Other One (T) Ina bid changed since they left. judge the acts. popularity of glamping. 9.0 Tractor World: Full Throttle (R) Documentary charting 
to heal his rift with Angela, 9.40 The Terror: Infamy (T) Henry 9.0 Gogglebox (T) The critics (T) A look at a tractor that is the history of the genre, 
Callum is lured to an eventful and Asako look to the past share their opinions on what powered by steam and one from its emergence in the 
northern soul revival. Last for answers to their turmoil. they have been watching. designed to launch lifeboats. 1950s to its heyday in the 
in the series. Last in the series. Last in the series. Last in the series. 60s and revival in the 90s. 
10.0 News (T) 10.25 GiyPride (Matthew 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 The Lateish Show With 10.0 Britain's Favourite 80s 10.30 Easy Listening Hits at the 
10.30 Regional News (T) Weather Warchus, 2014) (T) Gay rights | 10.19 Local News (T) Weather Mo Gilligan (T) Chatshow Songs (T) (R) A musical BBC (T) (R) Archive music. 
10.40 Love Life (T) Marcus finds all activists in 1980s London go 10.20 Gi Fast & Furious 5 (Justin with guests Nile Rodgers, celebration of the decade. 11.30 | Can Go for That: The 
roads lead back to Mia. to Wales to support striking Lin, 2011) (T) Action sequel, lain Stirling and Aitch. 1.0 TheLive Casino Show (T) Smooth World of Yacht Rock 
11.05 Love Life (T) Marcus relishes miners. Fact-based comedy, starring Vin Diesel. 11.05 Sarah Millican: Outsider (R) 3.10 The Motorway (R) 3.55 (T) (R) Part one of two. 
a night out. Last in the series. starring Ben Schnetzer, Bill 12.40 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 12.10 GMINight School (2018) Now That's Funny! (T) (R) 12.30 TOTP: 1993 (T) (R) 1.0 TOTP: 
11.35 GGringo (Nash Edgerton, Nighy and Imelda Staunton. Winning Combination (T) 2.05 Ramsay's Kitchen 4.45 Wildlife SOS (T) (R) 5.10 1993 (T) (R) 1.30 Gershwin's 
2018) (T) Action comedy, 12.20 DNA Family Secrets (T) (R) (T) (R) 3.50 Unwind With Nightmares USA (T) (R) 2.55 House Doctor (R) 5.35 Peppa Summertime: The Song 
starring David Oyelowo and 1.20 Sign Zone: Panorama (T) ITV (T) 5.05 Robson and Come Dine With Me (T) (R) Pig (R) 5.40 Paw Patrol (R) That Conquered the World 
Charlize Theron. (R) 1.50 DNA Family Secrets Jim's Icelandic Fly-Fishing 5.10 Location, Location, 5.50 Milkshake! Monkey's (T) (R) 2.30 The Joy of Easy 
1.20 Weather (T) 1.25 News (T) (R) 2.50 This Is BBC Two (T) Adventure (T) (R) Location (T) (R) Amazing Adventures (T) (R) Listening (T) (R) 
Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : The Neighborhood 10.0 : (2017) 11.20(GMMThe =: Romesh vs Strongman : Michael Keaton 11.0 Radio3 Radio4 ! The Archers 7.15 Add > 2.0 Fall Down Seven 
7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 The : The Big Bang Theory : Untouchables (1987) : 4.0 Rob & Romesh vs : Dusty Springfield: Music 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 6.0am Today 9.0 : to Playlist. A musical : Times, Get Up Eight 
Catch Up 8.0 Flat Out : 11.0 The Goldbergs : 1.40 GMMMRed (2010) | West End 5.0 Rob & : Icons 11.30 The Big Essential Classics 12.0 Desert Island Discs(R)  : journey of discovery : (5/5) 2.15 Maya Angelou: 
Fabulous 8.30 Meet : 11.30 TheGoldbergs : Romesh vs Restaurants: : Design Challenge 1.0 Composer of the Week: 9.45 (LW) Daily Service : withCerys Matthews and : Gather Together in My 
the Khans: Bigin Bolton: 12.0 Brooklyn Nine-Nine : ITV2 : First Course 6.0 Rob & : Tales of the Unexpected Handel and the Crown 9.45 (FM) Book of the : Jeffrey Boakye. (1/9) > Name (5/5) 2.30 The 
9.0 Conversations : 12.30 Brooklyn Nine- : 6.0am You've Been : Romesh vs Restaurants: : 1.30 Tales of the (5/5) 1.0 Lunchtime Week: Black Gold. By : 8.0 Any Questions? : Loss of Lostness 3.0 Sir 
With Friends 10.25 : Nine 1.0 The Big Bang : Framed! Gold 6.30 : Second Course 7.0 Harry : Unexpected 2.0 The Concert. Soprano Ruby Jeremy Paxman. (5/5) =: 8.50APointofView9.0 : Arthur Conan Doyle: 
Glow Up: Britain’s Next : Theory 1.30 The Big : Celebrity Supermarket  : Potter: AWho'sWhoof —: Art of Architecture 3.0 Hughes and pianist Huw 10.0 Woman’s Hour : How to Steala Trillion : Rodney Stone (2/4) 3.50 
Make-Up Star 11.25 : Bang Theory 2.0 The : Sweep 7.30 Catchphrase: : the Wizarding World 8.0 : GEMLes Misérables: Watkins play works by 10.45 (LW) Test Match  : Omnibus9.59Weather =: Inheritance Tracks 4.0 
Flat Out Fabulous 11.55 : Big Bang Theory 2.30 : Catchiest Moments : Dynamo: Beyond Belief : The Staged Concert Dvorak, Britten, Watkins Special: EnglandvNew : 10.0 The World Tonight : Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
Meet the Khans: Big : The Big Bang Theory : 8.30 You've Been : 9.0 The Rising 10.0 : (2019) 6.0 Portrait himself and Kashperova. Zealand - First Test Day : 10.45 Mr Wilder and : (1/6) 4.30 Protesting 
in Bolton 12.25 PRU : 3.0 The Neighborhood : Framed! & Fabulous! : The Blacklist 11.0 DC’s : Artist of the Year 2.0 Afternoon Concert. Two 11.0 (FM) Witness =: Me. By Jonathan Coe. : Too Much (1/6) 5.0 
12.50 Dubai Hustle : 3.30 The Neighborhood =: 9,35 ggmyySherlock ; Legends of Tomorrow = :_: 2019 7.0 The Great The third and final 11.10 (FM) AServiceof : (5/10) 11.0Great Lives : Relativity (1/4) 5.30 
1.20 Conversations : 4.0 Brooklyn Nine-Nine > Gnomes (2018) 11.20 : 12.0 Karl Pilkington: The : Songwriters 8.0 Guy act of Janacek's Katya Thanksgiving for the : (R) 11.30 Laura Barton's : The Rest of Us6.0 
With Friends 1.50 ; 4.30 Brooklyn Nine- : In fora Penny 11.50 : Moaning of Life 1.0 Brit: Garvey: From the Kabanova, from Rome Queen’s Reign. Live : Notes froma Musical : Host Planet Earth (5/6) 
Conversations : Nine 5.0 The Big Bang : Britain's Got Talent 1.50 : Cops: Rapid Response : Vaults 9.0 Paul Simon: Opera. Plus, Gliére’s from St Paul’s Cathedral, Island. The melodies : 6.30 Sounds Natural 
With Friends 2.15 : Theory 5.30 The Big } Turbo (2013) 3.45; 2-0 The Force: North : Livein Central Park 1991 | Horn Concerto with including a new work : of Lancashire and the : 7.0 Dad’s Army (24/20) 
Conversations With } Bang Theory 6.0 The > QEMMMRI0 2(2014)5.50 : East 3.0 Road Wars : 11.40 Pearl Jam: At the French horn player composed by Judith Weir. : north-west of England. : 7.30 Married (5/6) 8.0 
Friends 2.45 People Just : Big Bang Theory 6.30 : [EMamma Mia! Here: 4.0 Brit Cops: Rapid : Garden 2.40 Rock and Radek Baborak and 12.01 (LW) Shipping : (R) 12.0 News 12.30 : Publicity Stunts (2/2) 
Do Nothing 3.15 People: The Big Bang Theory : We Go Again (2018) 8.0 : Response 5.0 Highway —: Roll 4.10 Red Hot Chili Prague Radio Symphony Forecast 12.04 (LW) TMS : Black Gold (R) 12.48 : 8.30 Magnolia Blossom 
Just Do Nothing 3.45 : 7.0 Hollyoaks 7.30 : Ocean's 8 (2018) : Cops5.30 Highway Cops : Peppers: Music Icons Orchestra. 4.30 The 12.30 (FM) ALaureate  : Shipping Forecast 1.0 : 9.0 Podcast Radio Hour 
Press X to Continue : Hollyoaks 8.0 TeenMum : 4915 Family Guy10.45 | ——————_: 4.35 Discovering: Foo Listening Service (R) for Elizabeth (R)12.57. : AsWorldService5.20 =: 10.0 The Rest of Us 
: Academy 8.35 Below > Family Guy 11.15 Family =: Sky Arts : Fighters 5.0 Auction 5.0 In Tune 7.0 In (FM) Weather 1.0(FM) : Shipping Forecast5.30  : 10.30 A World of Dowie 
Dave : Deck 9.30 GMMTaken 3 Guy 11.40 American Dad! : 6.0am Alvin Ailey : 5.30 Auction Concert. Ryan Bancroft The World at One1.45  : News5.43Prayerforthe : (4/4) 11.0 Laura Solon: 
6.0am Teleshopping : (2014) 11.50 Naked > 12.10 American Dad! : American Dance Theater : ———______—— || conducts the BBC (FM) How to Steal a : Day 5.45 Just One Thing : Talking and Not Talking 
7.0 Yianni: Supercar : Attraction 12.50 : 12.35 Bob's Burgers1.05 : 7.45Pavarotti:AVoice  : Sky Atlantic National Orchestra of Trillion. Government : With Michael Mosley (R) : (3/6) 11.30 Concrete 
Customiser 7.40 Top : Naked Attraction 1.55 : Bob's Burgers1.30 Love : for the Ages 9.0 Tales : 6.0am Storm City 7.0 Wales in a celebration efforts to stop offshore: : Cow (1/6) 12.0 Host 
Gear 8.40 Celebrity : Gogglebox 2.55 Below : Island: Allthe LOLs 2.30 : ofthe Unexpected 9.30  : Storm City 7.55 Storm of the Queen’s platinum money laundering. (5/5) : Radio 4 Extra : Planet Earth (5/6) 12.30 
Storage Hunters 9.40 : Deck 3.45 Ramsay's : Totally Bonkers Guinness : Talesofthe Unexpected : City 8.45 Mare of jubilee. 10.0 The Verb. 2.0 (FM) The Archers : 6.0am Publicity Stunts : Sounds Natural 1.0 
Red Bull Soapbox Race _—-:-‘Kitchen Nightmares USA =: World Records 3.0 : 10.0 Discovering: : Easttown 9.50 Mare of From the Hay festival, (R) 2.15 (FM) A Faraway : (2/2) 6.30 Magnolia : Publicity Stunts (2/2) 
2018 11.40 Top Gear : 4.35 The Goldbergs 5.0 : Teleshopping : : Easttown 10.55 Mare with Lemn Sissay, Monica : Back of Beyond Place(R) : Blossom 7.0 Relativity : 1.30 Magnolia Blossom 
Africa Special 2.15 Rick: The Goldbergs : : of Easttown 12.0 Mare Ali, Tishani Doshi and : 2.45 (FM) Living With : (1/4) 7.30 The Rest of Us : 2.0 Fall Down Seven 
Stein Tastes the Blues — : Sky Max : of Easttown 1.05 Mare Daniel Morden. 10.45 the Gods (R) 3.0 (FM) : 8.0 Dad’s Army (24/20) : Times, Get Up Eight 
3.20 Gavin & Stacey : Film4 : 6.0am Bondi Rescue : of Easttown 2.10 Mare The Essay: Composers Gardeners’ Question : 8.30 Married (5/6)9.0 =: (5/5) 2.15 Maya Angelou: 
8.0 Red Dwarf: The : 11.0am Gs Ten 6.30 Bondi Rescue 7.0 : of Easttown 3.15 Mare and Their Dogs. Fiona Time 3.45 (FM) Short : Whose Line Is It Anyway? : Gather Together in My 
First Three Million : Tall Men (1951) 1.0 : Road Wars 8.0 Dating : of Easttown 4.35 The Stafford focuses on Works. Her Voice, by : (1/6) 9.30 Protesting : Name (5/5) 2.30 The 
Years 9.0 QI XL10.0 The Black Arrow : No Filter 10.0 Liam : Wire 5.40 The Wire6.45 | cocker spaniels. (5/5) Caitlin Magnall-Kearns. : Too Much (1/6) 10.0 : Loss of Lostness 3.0 Sir 
GM Terminator : (1948) 2.35 GM The : Gallagher: 48 Hours : The Wire 8.0 Game of (R) 11.0 Late Junction. 4.0 (FM) Last Word : Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: =: Arthur Conan Doyle: 
Salvation (2009) 12.30 : Tin Star (1957) 4.25 : at Rockfield 11.0 Tom : Thrones 9.0 The King Music made from and 4.30 (FM) More OrLess : Rodney Stone (2/4) : Rodney Stone (2/4) 3.50 
Gavin & Stacey : QGOMThis Happy Breed == Cruise: Movie Maverick : 10.0 Das Boot 11.05 inspired by the world (R) 5.0 (FM) PM 5.54 : 10.50 Inheritance Tracks : Inheritance Tracks 4.0 
: (1944) 6.40 GlThe =: 12.0 Golf’s Funniest > Treme 12.10 Treme 1.15 of rubbish. (R) 1.0 (LW) Shipping Forecast : 11.0 Podcast RadioHour : Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
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There are two ways to do picnics, 

I think. You can do the supermarket 
sweep, of course, but that runs the risk 
of everyone bringing the same thing 
and you ending up with four quiches 
and akilo of carrot sticks. The other 
option is to go ridiculously large: divide 
and conquer by asking each person to be 
responsible for one thing - and for that 
thing to be wonderfully supreme. 
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Prep 10min 

Cook 1hr 5 min 

Serves 4aspart 
ofameze 


2'/2 tbsp olive oil 

2 banana shallots 
(80g), peeled and 
finely chopped 
1tbsp thyme leaves. 
roughly chopped 

3 garUc cloves, 
peeled and crushed 
Salt and black 
pepper 

1tsp sherry or 
white-wine vinegar 
400g frozen peas. 
defrosted 

100g soft goat's 
cheese 

2 tsp finely grated 
fresh horseradish. 
plus extra to garnish 
20ml lemon Juice 
(ie, from 1 lemon) 
4 spring onions, 
trimmed and thinly 
sliced at an angle 
Sg mint leaves, 
roughly chopped 
(about 2% tbsp) 


For the piclde 

50g fresh ginger, 
peeled 
IYatspfinelygrated 
lemon zest 

3 sprigs fresh thyme 
60mI white-wine 
vinegar 

30g caster sugar 


e[!) Co dhistAyy 
6. .* Ingredients 
wr atOcado 


Horseradish and 
peadipwith 
pickled ginger 


Serve this with crudites or crackers. 
This will make more pickled ginger 
than you need; store the excess in 
an airtight container in the fridge, 
to serve with rice or steamed fish. 


For the pickle, thinly slice the ginger 
(ideally on a mandoline), then stack 
and cut into thin strips. Put these in 
a small pan with 250ml cold water 
and a pinch of salt, and bring to a 
boil. Simmer for three minutes, then 
drain and put the ginger in a small, 
clean jar with the lemon zest and 
thyme. Pour the vinegar and sugar 
into the same pan, bring to a boil, 
stir until the sugar dissolves, then 
pour into the jar. Leave to cool, then 
seal and refrigerate. 

Now for the dip. Put the oil ina 
nonstick saute pan on medium-high 
heat, then add the shallots and saute, 
stirring, for five minutes, until soft. 
Add the thyme, garlic, a quarter- 
teaspoon of salt and a good grind of 
pepper, and cook for three to five 
minutes, until fragrant. Stir in the 
peas and vinegar, then take offthe 
heat and leave to cool. 

Tip the mix into a food processor, 
add the cheese, horseradish, lemon 
juice and a quarter-teaspoon of salt, 
and pulse to a coarse paste. Transfer 
to a bowl (or plastic container, if 
you're packing it up for a picnic). 
Put two tablespoons ofthe ginger 
and a tablespoon ofits pickling 
liquor in a small bowl, and stir in the 
spring onions, mint, remaining 
teaspoon and a halfofoil and an 
eighth ofa teaspoon ofsalt. Spoon 
this over the pea dip, grate more 
horseradish on top and serve. 


Prep 20min 2 red chilUes, seeds 

and pith removed, 
Eres Zin. nesh finely chopped 
Serves 8 


2 shallots (80g), 
peeled and cut into 


1sourdough loaf thin rounds 
(600g-700g) 200gpitted 

1’ tbsp EngUsh nocellara olives, 
mustard drained and chopped 
1tbsprunnyhoney —_1x450gjarred 

70g thinly sliced peppers, drained, 
salami 


patted dry and cut in 
half (350g) 

3 tbsp fine capers, 
drained and chopped 
(rinse first, if salted) 
10g parsley leaves, 
roughly chopped 
(about 2% tbsp) 

30g basil leaves, 


100g sliced gooda 
2 buffalo mozzarella 
balls, cut into 2 
cm-thick slices and 
patted dry (250g) 
100g thinly sliced 
mortadella 


O U roughly chopped 
95ml olive oil (about 5%4 tbsp) 

4 garlic cloves, Salt and black 
peeled and finely pepper 

chopped 

2 tbsp za'atar (S)Ae{e)] Shop.chop. 


8 anchovy fillets, 
drained and finely 
chopped 


Scan to 
buy these 
atOcado 


Go big or go home with this, my take 
on the epic New Orleans sandwich. 
Ifyou're eating it at home (that is, 
dose to an oven), skip the Initial 
toasting stage and instead put the 
filled loafin the oven for a perfectly 
melting sandwich. 


Heat the oven to 240C (220C fan)/ 
gas 9. Cut offthe top third ofthe 
loaflengthways: this will be the lid 
later. Using your hands, hollow out 
the loaf, carefully removing as much 
ofthe soft crumb as possible (save 
it to make breadcrumbs) while 
leaving the crust intact. Put the 
hollowed-out loafand its lid 
separately on an oven tray, bake for 
three to five minutes, until crisp 
and lightly golden on the inside, 
then set aside. 

Meanwhile, make the salsa. Put 
soml oil in a small saucepan on a 
medium heat and, once hot, add the 
garlic and cook, stirring often, for 
three minutes, until softened. Stir 
in the za'atar and anchovies, then 
take offthe heat. Pour into a medium 
bowl, leave to cool, then stir in the 
chilli, shallots, olives, peppers, 
capers, parsley, basil, a good grind 
of pepper and a quarter-teaspoon 
of salt. 

Put the mustard and honey ina 
small bowl with the remaining three 
tablespoons of oil, and mix until 
very smooth. Using a pastry brush, 
spread the mustard mixture evenly 
over the inside ofthe loafand on 
the underside ofthe lid. 

Spoon two-thirds of the salsa into 
the base of the loaf, and spread it 
out evenly. Lay the salami on top, 
followed in turn by the gouda, 
mozzarella and mortadella, firmly 
pressing in each new layer as you do 
so. Spoon over the remaining salsa 
and pop the lid on top. 

Wrap the loaftightly and put it 
on a tray. Weigh it down with a 
heavy wooden board (or a tray filled 
with tinned food) and leave at room 
temperature for two to three hours 
(or put it in the fridge overnight). 

Cut the loafinto thick slices and 
serve at room temperature. 
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Prep 15min 
Cook 30min 
Makes 22 


135g unsalted butter, 
roughly cubed 
Itbsp vegetable oil 
20ghoney 

3eggs 

130g golden caSler 
sugar 

1tsp vanilla bean 
extract 

100g glutinous rice 
flour 

60g tapioca flour 
T/A tsp baking 
powder 

Yatspsalt 

1tsp finely grated 
Umezest 


100g Icing sugar 
20mlyuzujulce (or 
20ml mixed lime 
and lemon juice) 
Itbsp crystalUsed 
yuzu peel (or mixed 
peel) 

1tsp finely grated 
Umezest 


scan to 
‘hee. buy these 
2 » Ingredients 
Bi atOcado 


Freshly baked madelelnes are one 
of life's little pleasures, and make 

a wonderful picnic treat. These 
ones are abit ofa hybrid, and are 
Inspired by Japanese mochl, using 
glutinous rice flour and tapioca 
starch instead of plain flour. As well 
as making them gluten-free, this 
also gives them an Irresistible, 
ever-so-slightly chewy texture. The 
batter can be made up to a day ahead. 


Put the butter in a small saucepan 
on a medium-high heat and cook, 
whisking, for five minutes, until it 
turns a deep amber and smells 
nutty. Pour into a small bowl, whisk 
in the vegetable oil and honey, and 
set aside to cool slightly. 

Put the eggs, sugar and vanilla in 
a stand mixer bowl with the paddle 
attachment in place, then beat on 
medium-high for two minutes, until 
creamy. In a separate bowl, whisk 
the rice flour, tapioca flour, baking 
powder and salt, then add to the 
bowl and work on low speed until 
well combined. With the mixer still 
on low, pour in the brown butter in a 
steady stream, followed by the lime 
zest, and mix to combine, Chill to 
rest for at least an hour. 

When you're ready to bake, heat 
the oven to 190C (180C fan)/gas 6 and 
butter a nonstick 12-hole madeleine 
tin. Using a piping bag or teaspoon, 
put about 25-30g madeleine mix 
into each cavity, then bake for 10 
minutes, until they are just set and 
bounce back when poked with 
a finger. While they're hot, unmould 
he madeleines and leave on a rack 
while you make the icing. 

In a small bowl, mix the icing 
sugar and yuzu juice until smooth. 
Finely chop the crystallised yuzu, 
put it in a second bowl, then mix 
in the lime zest. Dip the narrow 
scalloped end ofeach madeleine 
in the icing, sprinkle over a little of 
he peel mix and serve at once. 
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Thomasina Miers 
The new flexitarian 


Abowlofwarm white beans 
screams comfort to me. I start by 
gently poaching garlic in extra-virgin 
olive oil until it smells fragrant, then add 
the beans and whatever flavours I feel 
like - chilli, herbs or something tangy, 
such as capers. What I eat with my beans 
depends on my mood: slow-cooked 
rabbit, spatchcocked chicken, a whole 
roast fish or griddled vegetables. The 
salsa here makes a gutsy, fiery dressing 
to accompany griddled leeks. 
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Prep 15min 
Cook 30min 
Serves 4 


4 large or 6 medium 
leeks. cleaned and 
cut in half across the 
middle 

3 tbsp extra-virgin 
olive oil, plus a little 
extra for brushing 

4 garlic cloves, 
peeled and sliced 
2x 400g tins butter 
beans, drained and 
rinsed 

Salt and black 
pepper 


For the salsa 

Yared onion, 
chopped 

4 tbsp red-wine 
vinegar 

1Lred chilli 

1bunch mint 
1heaped tbsp capers 
6 tbsp extra-virgin 
olive oil 


me {&) cooking 
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White beans with 
leeks and a caper 
and mint salsa 


Bring a deep pan of salted water to 
a boil, then simmer the leek halves 
for three to four minutes, until tender 
to the core, but still holding their 
shape. Remove and leave to cool. 

Meanwhile, warm the oil ina 
medium pan over the lowest of 
heats, add the garlic and cook 
gently, stirring often, for five to 
six minutes, until itjust begins to 
colour at the edges. Add the beans 
and a splash of water, season, 
then cook for five minutes, lightly 
crushing a few beans against the 
sides ofthe pan so they melt. 

Start the sauce by tipping the 
onion into a bowl and stirring in the 
vinegar, then set aside to give the 
onion time to relax in the vinegar. 

Heat a griddle pan on a high 
heat and, once it's smoking, lay 
the chilli in one corner. Brush the 
cooked leeks with a little oil and 
griddle them alongside the chilli, 
turning them over after two or three 
minutes, once they're marked with 
char lines. Transfer to a plate and 
keep warm. Cook the chilli until it is 
charred all over and tender. 

Cut the stem offthe chilli, then 
roughly chop the flesh. Tear the 
mint leaves from their stems, put 
these on the board with the chilli 
and capers, and chop the lot until 
the mint is in tiny pieces. Scrape 
into the onion bowl, season, then 
stir in the oil. Taste the relish and 
season with salt and more vinegar if 
needed. (Ifyou have a spare lemon 
or orange, you could add the zest.) 

Heat the beans through and 
divide between warmed plates. 
Using tongs, arrange the leeks on 
top, then spoon over the salsa and 
serve immediately. 


The simple flex 

These beans work as a midweek 
meal in their own right, but they 
would also be delicious as a side for 
a free-range pork or lamb chop. 


= @ 


Georgina Hayden 


Little hands, 
lightwork 


ama parenting cliche -Ican'ttell 
you how many phrases come out ofmy 
mouth that make me sound like my 
own parents. | am sure I'm not the only 
one who was told not to 'play with your 
food’, but that is one phrase I won't be 
repeating, because I want my girls to 
understand and be curious about the 
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Prep 15min 
Prove 30min 
Cook thr 
Makes 24 


325g plain flour 
%evatsp fine sea 
salt, or less for 
younger children 
2garliccloves 
2cmginger 

200g white cabbage 
2carrots 

4 tbsp vegetable oil 
% bunch coriander 
4 spring onions 
1tbsp low-salt soy 
1tbsp caster sugar 
2 tbsp toasted 
sesame seeds 


s34:%{) Scan to 
buy these 
ingredients 
atOcado 


Momoswith 
spring onion oil 


Ifyou're unsure of how to pleat a 
momo, look online. Don't worry if 
yours aren't perfect: as long as the 
lilling is encased, having fun is the 
most important part. 


Put the flour and salt in a bowl and 
make a well in the middle. Add 200ml 
tepid water and mix with your hands. 
Knead for a few minutes, wipe the 
bowl, then put the dough back in it, 
cover and set aside for 30 minutes. 

Peel and finely grate the garlic and 
ginger. Peel and coarsely grate the 
cabbage and carrots. Put a frying pan 
on a medium heat, add a tablespoon 
ofoil, then stir-fry the ginger and 
garlic for a minute. Add the cabbage 
and carrots, and stir-fry on high for 
five minutes. Spoon on to a plate to 
cool, then snip in the coriander. 


ingredients we use, to try, to smell and 
to feel them first, and notjust push 
them away. In fact, I think learning 
through play should be encouraged in 
all of us, in all aspects oflife. 


Trim and slice the spring onions. 
Put the remaining oil in a small pan, 
add the onions and cook on a very 
ow heat for five minutes. Stir in the 
soy, sugar and three tablespoons of 
water, raise the heat slightly, cook for 
five minutes, then take offthe heat. 
Divide the dough in four, then 
break each piece into six balls. Line 

. a tray with greaseproof paper. Place 
. one ball of dough in the palm ofyour 
f hand, flatten it out a bit, then roll out 
on a lightly dusted work surface into 
a 10-12cm round. Put this in your 
hand and spoon a heaped teaspoon of 
the filling into the centre. Fold over to 
enclose, pleat and crimp the edges, 
hen pinch and twist the top to seal. 
Put on the tray and repeat with the 
remaining dough and filling. 
Set a steamer on a pan ofboiling 
water and line it with greaseproof 
paper pierced with a few holes. Put 
a few memos on top, keeping them 
apart, cover and steam on a medium 
heat for 10 minutes. Remove and keep 
warm, then cook the other memos. 

Toss the memos in the cooled 
spring onion oil, scatter with toasted 
sesame seeds and serve. 
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Prep 15min 
Cook 35min 
Serves 4 


600g new potatoes 
41argeeggs 

1big knob of butter 
1 tbsp olive oil 

A few mint sprigs 
or chives 

4 tbsp mayonnaise 
250g asparagus 
1lemon 

175g podded peas 
20g parmesan 

1big handful baby 
spinach 

sea salt and black 
pepper (optional) 


fe) Cooking 
at this?Buy 
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ai atOcado 


This is areally fun one to make 
with kids, and is easily adaptable 
to whatever your children favour. 
Ifthey are more likely to eat green 
beans than asparagus, just swap. 
Love the sweetness of carrots? Add 
a layer ofit grated in the middle. 
Even i fthey pick out certain 
elements, this is a great way to get 
them used to mixing flavours. 


Put the potatoes in a big pan of cold 
water, place on a high heat and bring 
to aboil. Tum down the heat to a 
simmer and cook for about 15 
minutes, until the potatoes are 
tender. Add the eggs to the pan 
halfway through. Drain the pan, 
leaving the potatoes to steam dry 

in the colander for a couple of 
minutes. Meanwhile, put the eggs in 
a bow! of cold water. 

Cut the potatoes into 2cm 
chunks or slices, return to the hot 
pan and toss with halfthe butter 
and a little oil. Finely chop or snip 
the chives, or pick and finely chop 
the mint, ifusing, and stir into the 
potatoes. Peel the eggs, chop into 
bite-sized pieces, put in a bowl and 
stir in the mayonnaise. 

Snap the woody ends offthe 
asparagus and chop the spears. Heat 
a tablespoon ofoil in a frying pan, 
then fry the asparagus for three 
minutes, until charred. Transfer to 
a plate and squeeze over halfthe 
lemon. Put the pan back on the hob, 
add the peas and enough boiling 
water to cover, then bring to a boil 
and cook for three minutes. Drain, 
toss with the remaining butter and 
grate over most of the parmesan. 

Put the spinach in a bowl and snip. 
Squeeze over the remaining lemon 
juice, season, then toss. Put the 
dressed potatoes on top. Spoon over 
the cheesy peas, and top with the egg 
mayo and the asparagus. Finely grate 
over the remaining parmesan and 
serve immediately. 
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Guardian 
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Youmightnotrealiseit, butfoodcanrevealalotabout 


Help y OUrsS eH your story ... and your favourite celebs’ stories too. 


Join the Guardian's restaurant critic and Comfort 


e Eating host Grace Dent with celebrity guests (including 
t O t h ] r d S James May, SelfEsteernandBigZuu), as she throws the 
cupboard doors wide open on friendship, family-and the 


foods tbathaveseen them through it all 


Brpirosaate | +1 )3+ - SSpoi .«:<(llifiiiwhierever you get your podcasts 
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MeeraSodha 
Thenew 


vegan 


Kimchihasa split personality. When 

| eat it raw, its crunchy sourness creeps 
towards my eyes, slapping them shut with 
awince. It's addictive, like sour sweets. 

But cooked to just shy of caramelised, as 
in today's recipe, the cabbage softens, its 
inner sweetness is released and the rowdy 
sourness mellows to a point where it could 
onlyjust raise an eyebrow. 
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Prep Smin 
Cook 30min 
Serves 4 


2 tbsp rapeseed oil 
2 tbsp toasted 
sesame oil. plus 
extra to serve 

3 fat garlic cloves, 
peeled and crushed 
150g kilmchl, drained 
and finely chopped 
2tsp gochugaru 
(Korean red pepper 
powder) 

2tsp agave or 
brown rice syrup 

1x 400g tin chopped 
tomatoes - Ilike 
Mutti's polpa 
Fineseasalt 

400g spaghetti 


For the crumb 
SOgdrled 
breadcrumbs 

15g black sesame 
seeds 

15g pine nuts 


Scan to 
buy these 
Py! atOcado 


Chop.shop. 


Kimchi tomato 
spaghetti with 
sesame crumb 


Kimchl varies enormously in 
quality and saltiness. Buy the best 
you can (I like Eaten Alive and 
King Kong Kimchl) and adjust the 
seasoning to suit you. Gochugaru 
is Korea's main squeeze when it 
comes to chilli. It smells sweet, like 
dehydrated strawberries, and has 
alow to medium heat. Look for It 
at your local Asian shop or onllne. 


Pour the rapeseed oil and a 
tablespoon ofthe sesame oil into 

a medium saucepan on a medium 
heat and, when hot, add the garlic 
and cook for two minutes, until pale 
gold. Add the kimchi and stir-fry for 
a few minutes, until all the water 
has been driven offand the oil has 
visibly separated. 

Stir in the gochugaru and syrup, 
then add the tomatoes and bring 
to abubble. Turn down the heat, 
three-quarters cover with a lid (the 
mix may splutter and spit) and leave 
to cook for 15-20 minutes, stirring 
irregularly, until it has thickened 
nicely. Season to taste (the saltiness 
ofkimchi will vary). 

In the meantime, make the 
crumbs. Put the remaining 
tablespoon of sesame oil in a small 
frying pan over a low heat and, 
when hot, add the breadcrumbs, 
pine nuts and sesame seeds, and 
stir-fry until the crumbs are crisp 
and golden. Stir through a pinch of 
salt and transfer to a bowl. 

Fill a very large pan with water, 
season with salt and bring to a boil. 
Cook the spaghetti according to the 
packet instructions and, just before 
draining, scoop out a small mug of 
the cooking water. 

Tip the drained pasta into the 
sauce and toss, adding a little pasta 
water ifthe sauce needs loosening. 
Check for seasoning. Plate the 
spaghetti, sprinkle liberally with the 
breadcrumbs and drizzle over a little 
more sesame oil, ifyou wish. 
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Helen Graves 
Barbecued 


salads 


Charred green salad 
with burrata 


Prep Smin 
Cook 10min 
Serves 2 


1heaped tbsp pumpkin 
seeds 

200g Tenderstem 
broccoli 

150g sugar snap peas 

2 baby gem lettuce, 
quartered lengthways 
Neutral oil (eg, 
sunflower or vegetable) 
Sea salt and black pepper 
1small handful basil 
leaves (optional) 
1burrata (optional) 


For the dressing 

2 tbsp lemon juice 
2tsphoney 

1garlic clove, peeled and 
crushed or finely grated 
2 tbsp extra-virgin 
oUveoil 


atOcado 


This was one of the 
biggest surprises for me 
during recipe testing; 

as the germ of an idea, 

I thought it probably 
wouldn't be as much fun 
as it sounded, but it's 
actually far better. The 
natural sweetness of the 
sugar snaps and broccoli 
contrasts so well with 
their bitter charred 
edges, and the gem 
lettuce catches all the 
dressing within its 
various frills and gills. 
The salad really doesn't 
need the cheese, to be 
honest. People sure do 
love burrata, though. 


Prepare a barbecue for 
direct cooking on medium 
heat. Put the dressing 
ingredients in a dean jar 
or bowl, and shake or 
whisk to combine. 
Lightly toast the 


pumpkin seeds in a dry 
frying pan on a medium 
heat, moving them 
around so they don't 
burn, then set aside. 

Toss the broccoli, 
sugar snaps and little 
gems in alittle neutral 
oil and season with salt. 
Thread the sugar snaps 
on to a skewer, then grill 
all the vegetables over 
direct heat until nicely 
charred. Don't be afraid 
to get some really 
charred bits on that 
broccoli - it comes alive 
in the dressing. (To cook 
indoors, heat a cast-iron 
griddle pan on a high 
heat for at least five 
minutes, then use itto 
char the vegetables.) 

Combine all the warm, 
grilled vegetables with 
the dressing and arrange 
on a plate. Mix through 
the pumpkin seeds and 
the basil, if using, top 
with the burrata, if you 
like, and serve. 


SWeetheart cabbage 
with brown 
shrimp butter 


Prep Smin 
Cook 20min 
Serves 2asamain 


2 sweetheart cabbages, 
outer leaves discarded, 
then cut into quarters 
Sea salt and black or 
white pepper 

60g butter 

100g brown shrimp 
1tbsp lemon juice 


Scan to 
buy these 
ingredients 

atOCado 


Also known by its far 
trendier moniker, hispi, 
the sweetheart cabbage 
was made for grilling. 
The frilly leaves burn 
alittle, while the centre 
softens and steams. 


I love it with lemon- 
laced butter and lots of 
brown shrimp, which 
are themselves soft 


and buttery. 


Prepare a barbecue for 
direct cooking ona 
medium heat. Cook the 
cabbage quarters in a pan 
of boiling salted water 
for two minutes, then 
drain. Meanwhile, melt 
the butter in a small 
saucepan. Once the 
cabbage quarters are 
drained, brush them with 
alittle melted butter. 

Grill the cabbage over 
direct heat for six to 
eight minutes on each 
side, until charred. (To 
cook indoors, puta 
griddle pan on a high 
heat for five minutes, 
then cook the blanched 
cabbage until charred 
and cooked through.) 

Put the shrimp, lemon 
juice and some salt and 
pepper in the butter pan 
and cook to warm the 
shrimp through. 

Arrange the cabbage 
cut side up on a plate, 
pour the shrimp butter 
over the top and serve. 


Spring coleslaw 
with sugar snaps, 
almonds and miso 


O 


Prep 10min 
Cook Smin 
Serves 4 


30g blanched almonds 
1tsp white mlso 

150ml buttermilk 

% tsp ground white 
Pepper 

150g sugar snap peas, 
thinly sliced lengthways 
3 spring onions, thinly 
sliced lengthways 
1kohlrabi (about 350g), 
peeled and thinly sliced 
(use a mandoline, if you 
have one) 

Sea salt (optional) 

2 tbsp chopped dill 


Cooking 
this?Buy 
ingredients 
atOcado 


Coleslaw may be the 
greatest barbecue side 
dish of all time and 
should therefore get the 
attention it deserves. 
This spring iteration is 
light, fresh and crunchy, 
with enough savoury 
intensity in the dressing 
to keep you coming 
back for another 
spoonful or three. 


Lightly toast the 
almonds in adry pan 
over a medium heat, 
moving them around 
regularly, until they are 
golden in places - this 
will take five or so 
minutes. Take off the 
heat and roughly chop. 

Put the white miso, 
buttermilk and white 
pepper in a bowl and 
whisk to combine. 

Mix the sugar snaps, 
spring onions and 
kohlrabi in a bowl. Pour 
over the buttermilk 
dressing, toss well, then 
check for seasoning - 
you may want to add 
asmall pinch of salt, 
although bear in mind 
thatthe miso is already 
quite salty. Once you're 
happy with it, toss 
through the almonds 
and dill, and serve. 
Recipes extracted from 
Live Fire, by Helen 
Graves, published by 
Hardie Grant at £26. 

To order a copy for 
£22.62, go to 
guardianbookshop.com 


(eas) 


Summer's 


There’s an 


@ocado 


just for you 


Subject to availability. Geographical restrictions apply. Minimum spend and delivery charges apply. Full T&Cs at ocado.com 


Fiona Beckett 


Gin to put a spring in your step 
- and summer in your glass 


It might seem superfluous to write 
about spring- and summer-inspired 
gin - after all, what else is gin and 
tonic ifnot spring-like and summery 
- let alone gin-based cocktails such 
as a white lady or a French 75. Then 
again, you know as well as I do that 
no distiller is going to miss the 
opportunity to craft another 
"expression", as they call such things 
these days, let alone charge you 
more for it. In fact, I now get quite 
excited when I find a gin for under 
£30 - even own-label supermarket 
gins hover around the £17 mark. 
The platinum jubilee is, of 
course, an ideal opportunity for 
producers to cash in. I tried quite a 
few of the new offerings, and - 
surprise! - it turns out they're not 
necessarily an improvement on the 
originals. If you're a fan of Silent 


Four ofthe best 
summergins 


Whitley Neill Original 
London Dry Gin platinum 
£25 Momrisons, 43%. Full 
jubilee branding. A classic 
to appeal to the purists 


The Harmonist Rhubarb 
& Ginger Gin f] 6.99- 
£1999 Spar, 40%. Add 
loads of ice and don't 
overdo the tonic 


Martin Miller's 
Summerful Gin £26.99 
Master of Malt, 40%. 
Very smooth, herbal gin. 
Nice on its own 


=o 
Ww 
Citadelle Gin de France 


Jardin d'Ete £3525 The t 
Whisky Exchange, 41.5%. 
Gorgeously floral, fruity 
gin - worth the money 


Pool (which I am), for example, 
I'm not sure you'll go for its 
Platinum Celebration Gin, which 
has a cloyingly peachy flavour - 
especially because it costs £45, 
rather than the usual £38. Given 
the beauty of the bottle, however, 
maybe this is one for collectors 
rather than drinkers. I do really 
like the new Whitley Neill gin in 
today's pick, though. 

Two contemporary, genuinely 
summery gins are the incredibly 
pretty Citadelle Jardin d'Ete (the 
French, being practised distillers, 
are really rather good at gin) and 
Martin Miller's latest release, 
Summerful, which is made with 
Icelandic water (massive eye-roll) 
and flavoured with rosemary and 
arctic thyme, which give it an 
appealingly herbal character; it's 
beautifully smooth, too. 

Then there are flavoured gins. 
Gahl Where do I start? Well, being 
agin drinker, I'm dearly not the 
target audience. Mind you, Idid 
find a couple to recommend: the 
Harmonist Rhubarb & Ginger gin 
in my pick, which, although sweet, 
does have a definite rhubarb flavour 
that, at this price, is almost certainly 
not natural, but it's widely available 
at Spar. And Henley has a Rhubarb 
& Orange gin (£38 Virgin Wines, or 
£A0 from the distillery, 42%) that is 
amore sophisticated, complex gin 
than its colour and packaging might 
suggest. Note also that these are 
both gins, rather than "gin liqueurs", 
which tend to be more like a ready- 
mixed cocktail than a spirit, as well 
as being lower in alcohol. 

And call me a killjoy, but I simply 
can't bring myself to recommend 
Marks & Spencer's Strawberry Gin 
Liqueur, unless you've been so 
overwhelmed by platinum jubilee 
fever that you don't care what you 
drink, as long as there's bunting on 
the bottle. Sorry, yer Maj. 


Thegood 
mixer 
Elderflower 
sour 


Serves 1 


40ml gin - | use 
Filliers Oude 
Graanjenever 

25ml elderflower 
liqueur - | use St 
Germain 
20mllemonjuice 
15ml creme de 
violette - | use the 
Bitter Truth 
leggwhite 

1sprig gypsophila or 
lavender, to garnish 


A silky and sweet summery sour 
that's balanced with aromatic and 
botanical flavours. Creme de violette d 
is a great standby to havein the 
cupboard: just a few drops will 
transform a cocktail or dessert with 

a hint offloral taste and colour. 


Put all the liquids and the egg white 

in ashaker and dry shake. Add ice, 
shake again, then strain into a chilled 
coupette or martini glass, garnish 

and serve. : 
Diogo Felido, bar manager, GNH Bar . 
and Terrace, London NI | 
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Benjamina 
Ebuehi 
The sweet spot 


Traybakes always remind me of 
school cake sales: homely, warm and 
unpretentious. They're the go-to bake 
ifyou're feeding a crowd, and I love that 
they don't require too much by way of 
decoration - just a drizzle oficing or swirl 
ofbuttercream, and you're good to go. 
This rhubarb and elderflower number is 
an easy one to put together, and has a 
really light and airy spring-time feel. 


O 


Prep 25min 
Cook 35min 
Serves 12:16 


250g rhubarb 
20g caster sugar 


For the sponge 
200g unsalted 
butter, softened 
250g caster sugar 
1lemon, zest finely 
grated 

3 tbsp elderflower 
cordial 

3largeeggs 

260g plain flour 
VYatspsalt 

T/A tsp baking 
powder 

100g soured cream, 
at room temperature 


For the Icing 

100g Icing sugar 

2 8 tbsp elderflower 
cordial 


Rhubarband 
elderflower 
traybake 


Grease and line a 20cm x 25cm baking 
tin with greaseproof paper, leaving 
enough overhang to help you lift out 
the cake later, and heat the oven to 
180C (160C fan)/gas 4. 

Wash the rhubarb, trim offthe 
ends, then chop the stalks into scm 
chunks. Add to a bowl with the caster 
sugar, toss to coat and set aside. 

Cream the butter, sugar and lemon 
zest in a stand mixer or with an 
electric whisk for three to five 
minutes, until pale and creamy. Pour 
in the cordial, beat for a few more 
seconds to combine, then beat in 
the eggs one at a time, mixing them 
in well after each addition. 

Ina separate bowl, mix the flour, 
salt and baking powder, then pour 
half ofthis into the egg bowl and 
mix on low speed until just 
combined. Pour in the soured 
cream, mix again briefly, then stir 
in the remaining flour. 

Spoon the batter into the tin, 
smooth out the surface, then top 
with the rhubarb without pushing 
the pieces into the batter. 

Bake for 35-40 minutes, until 
a skewer inserted into the centre 
comes out dean, then remove and 
leave to cool completely. 

For the icing, mix the icing sugar 
with enough cordial to make a thick, 
but pourable glaze. Drizzle this over 
the cooled cake, then slice and serve. 


Felicity Cloake 
Masterclass: 


baklava 
0 


Prep 30mIn 1Awordonthe 2Andonthe 


Cook 65min filopastry nuts 
Makes Itray,to Isay this dishis | Though I've 
feed8-10 peo ay eg 
simple, but my favourite 
id saasaed a] Ican't advise combination, 

; . : 75g pistachio kemels Making your you can pretty 

Thisstlckilysweetfamilyofnutty 125g ground ownfilo. I've | much use any 
A é na ‘ almonds tried arecipe for nuts you enjoy 

pastries has its origins inthe layered Zestof orange ihe stuftusedin: and Casvatiord: 

filo desserts o fmedieval central Asia, ofeat (optional), —-baklavaandit —_ pistachios, 

‘ ‘ ‘ Its} d i though 
ae nie ue with the Arab cardamom seeds palehce and dellaous are 
tradition of soaking pastries in syru 2 sheets finesse than particularly 

d dth sale P k 4 1] P, d fie 2x 2709 Lath Ipossess. If, pricy, while 
produce € ava nown ani ove 250g granulated or however, you'd walnuts on their 
today from Uzbekistan to north Africa. ie ott men _|_ like to give Uae Naso whataes 

s Itb go, you can bitter for some 
Often found in huge, golden trays on the blossom water, or many recipes palates. As long 
counter ofbakeries in its native region, it's to taste online, or in as you end up 
ee : ArtoDer with roughly the 
surprisingly simple to make at home, too. PegeenGne care Welt 
dassicbook feel free to 
Sweets& customise. 
Desserts from 
the Middle East. 


3 Butter a baking 
tin, lay in a sheet 
of filo and brush 
with more butter. 
Repeat with five 
more filo sheets 


Diisas chop the 


walnuts, and mix 
with the pistachios, 
almonds, zest, salt 
and cardamom. Stir in 
75ml melted butter 


| the butter in 
asmall pan and 
melt over a gentle 
heat. Meanwhile, 
cut the pistachios 


into thin slivers 
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3 Start the filling 
Once you have 
he filo, shop- 
ought or 
homemade, and 
have decided on 
the nuts, you 
can make a start 
on the filling. 
Melt the butter. 
Coarsely grind 
a Badly dep 
the walnuts to a 
chunky rubble 
(ifusing a food 
processor to do 
this, be careful 
they don't 
turn into nut 
butter). Cut the 
pistachios into 
thin slivers - 
these will add 
crunch and 
colour to the 
finished pastries. 


Spread the nut 

mix on top, then 
add six more layers 
of filo, buttering 
them all generously 
as you go 


4Finishthe 
fillin 

Combine the 
walnuts, 
pistachios and 
ground almonds 
in abowl, then 
mix in the 
orange zest 
(scrub the 
orange before 
grating), salt 
(optional, but 
recommended, 
or the baklava 
may end up very 
sweet), ground 
cardamom (if 
you're not a 
cardamom fan, 
leave it out and 
substitute 
cinnamon to 
taste) and five 
tablespoons 
(7Sml)ofthe 
melted butter. 


5 Grease atin 
and line with filo 
Heat the oven to 
180C (160C fan)/ 
gas 4. Liberally 
brush a roughly 
30cmx2scm 
baking tin with 
some of the 
remaining 
melted butter. 
Lay out the lilo 
onawork 
surface, and 
have the nut 
mixture within 
easy reach. Line 
the tin with a 
sheet of filo, 
brush with 
melted butter 
and repeat with 
five more sheets, 
buttering each 
one as you go. 


Sci through 

the layers into 
diamond shapes, 
then bake in a 1S0C 
oven for 2 hour, 
until golden 


6 Add the filling 
Spoon the nut 
mixture evenly 
over the top 
layeroffilo, 
making sure it's 
fairly tighth 
pecied walle 
pressing it 
down too firmly. 
Top with the 
remaining lilo, 
again brushing 
each sheet with 
butter before 
adding the next. 
Be extra 
generous with 
the butter on 
the top layer. 


Make a syrup 
with the sugar, 
lemon juice and 
water, add orange 
blossom water, then 
drench the baklava 


7 Cut and bake 
Using a sharp 
knife, cut 
through the filo 
layers and filling 
in parallel lines 
spaced about 
4cm apart, then 
repeat on the 
diagonal so the 
astry is divided 
oe darned 
shapes. Bake for 
about an hour, 
until richly 
golden on top, 
turning the tray 
around halfway 
through.so 
the baklava 


colours evenly. 


8 Make asyrup 9Drenchin 
Meanwhile, put = syrup,bake 
the sugar and again, then cool 
lemon juice in Remove the 
apan with 125ml from the oven 
water. Bring to and turn up the 
aboil, stirring heatto200C 
to dissolve the (180C fan)/gas 6. 
sugar, then Pour the syrup 
simmer for 10 over the baklava, 
minutes, until especially along 
syrupy. Take off the cut lines, and 
the heat, leave return to the 
to cool slightly, oven for five 
then stir in the minutes. 
orange blossom Remove, leave 
water to taste to cool, then run 
(brands vary a knife along the 
greatly in lines to loosen 
strength, so add _ them before 
a bit at a time). levering the 
pieces out 
of the tin. 
the oven 
T 45 500c, bake for 


five minutes more, 
then leave to cool. 
Prise the baklava out 
of the tin, and serve 
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Kitchen aide 


What's the secret to 
no-cook dinners? 


When it's too hot to tum on the oven 
or stove, what can | make for dinner? 
Will, Bridport, Dorset 

Youre talking Emiko Davies’ 
language, Will. From June to 
September, the Italy-based food 
writer keeps her cooker turned off, 
“unless it's the early morning or 

late at night". Wherever you're living 
la dolce vita, however, cheese makes 
avery good starting point for no-cook 
meals. "I might take mozzarella or 
ricotta and some prosciutto, then 

add seasonal vegetables or even 
fruit:' says Davies, who dresses 

the lot with olive oil. Veg-wise, 
courgettes cut into thin strips are 

a good shout; just add mint, parsley 
and a squeeze oflemon. 

"Salads are the best option," agrees 
Zaw Mahesh, co-founder and head 
chef at Lahpet in London. "I pull 
together Burmese-inspired ones for 
a quick and easy meal, such as /ahpet 
thohk, a traditional salad using 
pickled tea leaves, fried beans, 
tomato and cabbage dressed in lime 
juice and oil:' Or, for convenience 
food at its best, use jars and tins: 
chef Judy Joo, co-owner of Korean 
street-food joint Seoul Bird, looks 
to jarred tuna and artichoke hearts 
(use the leftover oil as a dressing), 

3 while Davies accessorises a celery, 
tomato and spring onion number 
with tinned fish (mackerel, anchovies 
or, again, tuna). 

Another option is ceviche, says 

a Nick Fitzgerald, chef/owner of Tacos 
Padre in London, where white fish 
rubs shoulders with ginger, onion, 

E garlic, coriander, jalapefios, cherry 
tomatoes and lots oflime juice. 
Guacamole with salsa macha 
(Mexican chilli oil) makes the ideal 

J toast topper, or blend it into a puree 

i and top with radishes, pickles, 
radicchio, coriander, more jalapefios 

§ and pumpkin seeds. 

Tofu, too, doesn't necessarily need 

i cooking. Joo makes a dressing with 


® 


60ml soy sauce, a tablespoon of 
rice-wine vinegar, one and a half 
tablespoons of roasted sesame oil, 
halfa grated garlic clove, halfa 
teaspoon of grated ginger, a teaspoon 
ofgochugaru (Korean chilli flakes), a 
tablespoon of roasted white sesame 
seeds, a teaspoon of white sugar and 
a finely sliced spring onion. Then 
she drains two 400g blocks of tofu 
(firm or soft): "Pat them dry, then 
put each block in a bowl, spoon over 
the dressing and finish with more 
sliced spring onion and a tablespoon 
of shredded seaweed [kizami nori or 
kimjaban, for preference]: 

Lastly, cold soup is always hot in 
summer. There's gazpacho, of course, 
while Davies is particularly partial 
to pappa al pomodoro. That does 
involve some cooking, admittedly, 
but she eats it at room temperature, 
so it's sanctioned (no arguing, 
please). The night before, make a 
tomato sauce: saute onion, celery 
and carrot in olive oil, then add a 
bottle of passata. "You want it quite 
liquid-y, so fill the empty bottle with 
water or stock, add that, too, then 
cook for 10-15 minutes:e Pop in 
slices of stale bread, cover, turn off 
the heat and head to bed. "In the 
morning, the bread will have soaked 
up the soupy tomato. Stir the mix 
a few times to break up the bread, 
and it will get creamy:e Finish with 
a big glug of olive oil, pepper and 
basil. Oh, and a big glass of wine. 
AnnaBerrill 
Got a culinary dilemma? 
Emailfeast@theguardian.com 
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Waste not... 
Asapargusends 
TomHunt 


ee is packed with nutrients 
and flavour from tip to stem, so it's 
a no-brainer to want to savour every 
last morsel of this glorious vegetable. 
If thinly cut, even the thickest parts 
ofthe stems can be stir-fried, added 
to risottos or tossed through salads. 
Asparagus also becomes less 

expensive ifyou eat the whole spear. 
‘To use it with minimal waste, check 
how fibrous the ends are by cutting 
a thin round off the bottom and 
tasting; so long as they're cut thinly 
enough, even the tough ends can be 
made palatable. By slicing the spear 
thinly across the grain, you're cuttin; 
the fibres into von ton lengths that 
should be texturally fine to eat. Ifyou 
have very old, woody asparagus and 
the thin rounds are indigestible, 
peel and compost the thick skin and 
cut the rest into 2-3mm-thick coins. 


Asparagus end slaw 

Slice 150g asparagus ends into thin 
rounds and put in a bowl. Finely 
slice 200g radishes, and finely shred 
the leaves (about sog; or use chard 
or another leafy green), and add to 
the bowl with two spring onions (or 
sog dark ee leek tops) sliced from 
top to tail. Next, prepare 150g sour 
fruit, such as thinly sliced rhubarb, 
clementine segments, halved 
gooseberries. Add all these to the 
bowl, scatter over four tablespoons 
of mixed nuts, dried fruit and seeds 
and a small bunch of soft herbs 
Oeaves picked, stalks finely chopped); 
used mint and parsley, because 
that's what Ihad, but any will work. 
Dress with the juice and zest of half 
an unwaxed organic lemon and two 
tablespoons of extra-virgin olive oil, 
season, toss and serve at once. 
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Rachel Roddy 


Tales from an 
Italian kitchen 


SIclllan-Insplred filled bread with 
greens and cheese 

A few summers ago, on the way 
back from a morning on the beach 
in southern Sicily, we stopped to 

get pizza for lunch. | remember this 
for several reasons. Because, as I got 
out ofthe car, the Y strap pulled 

out ofthe base of my blue flip-flop 

- alittle thing with an enormous 
effect. Because, while I was waiting 
in front ofthe pizza cabinet still 
thinking about my foot, a tray of 
just-baked things the shape of 
Cornish pasties was brought out and 
put on a crate near the door to cool. 

But mostly I remember because, 
as we drove home and! pulled one 
ofthe pasties in halfso we could 
share it, a bit of green and cheese 
dropped in my lap. And, despite 
talcum and stain remover, it left 
a faint but unmissable mark on 
a useful dress. A grease souvenir 
from Sicily. 

You find small members of the 
extensive stuffed bread family all 
over southern Italy: hot bread 
around a soft and tasty filling. As 
well as the cheese and greens on 
offer that day, there was sausage 
and broccoli, and another slightly 
bigger version filled with tomato 
and olives. During the same trip, 
we would return to the same place, 
Le Signorine Spasciamaronna 
(so-called because their brother, 
who owns the shop next door, also 
unwraps the Madonna for the 
annual procession and is known as 
Spasciamaronna). Often, we would 
buy the individual ones, other times 
a large filled bread pie to share, or 
slices of deep Sicilian pizza with 
anchovy, tomato and breadcrumbs. 
Then, along with a car full of sand, 


4_we brought the recipe home and 


made it our own. 

Put 200g plain flour and 200g 
strong bread flour, a teaspoon (7g) 
of fast-action dry yeast (or 15g of 


fresh) and 10g salt in a bowl and 
swirl. Add two tablespoons of olive 
oil and 300m! warm water, then, 
using one hand like the dough hook 
ofastand mixer, combine until the 
flour has been incorporated. Pat the 
dough into a shaggy mass, cover 
and rest for B minutes - don't 
worry ifthe dough feels sticky; it 
will be fine. 

Rub olive oil on a work surface 
and plop the dough on top. Flatten 
it out gently, then fold the dough 
from the edge towards the centre. 
Do this a few times, then cover with 


Over the moon: 
these little pastries 
filled with chilli- 
and cheese-spiked 
greens will put a 
smile on your face 


Cookery writer of the year 


the upturned bowl and leave to rest 
for B minutes. Repeat the folding, 
then return the dough to bowl and 
put in a warm place for an hour, or 
until doubled in size. 

Ina big pan, fry 2 roughly 
chopped spring onions in olive oil 
until soft, then add Soog mixed 
greens - spinach, chard, escarole, 
borage - then tame them until they 
wilt. Press with a spoon to push out 
any water from the leaves, then 
cook until that has evaporated away. 
Tip into a bowl, chop with scissors, 
then add some more oil, red chilli 
flakes, pitted olives, 200g ricotta 
and 50g grated parmesan. 

On a floured surface, cut the 
dough into Bog pieces, then pat 
each one into a saucer-sized circle. 
Put a plum-sized amount ofthe 
greens mixture in the centre, then 
fold into a half-moon and pinch 
closed. Lift on to a baking tray lined 
with greaseproof paper, leave to rise 
for 30 minutes, then brush with egg 
and bake for 20 minutes. 

The bread part of this recipe is 
sinlilar to focaccia and is similarly 
accommodating. I suggest using 
plain and strong flour, but feel free 
to replace some of either with 
semolina flour, ifyou like. While 
lam superstitiously attached to 
activating both dried and fresh yeast 
by mixing it with a bit ofthe water, 
flour and little sugar first, Iam told 
that this is entirely unnecessary, so 
have left it out of this recipe. The 
key is to let evaporate (or pour 
away) all the liquid extruded by the 
greens as they wilt. 

The most important recipe 
instruction, however, is to make the 
filling as tasty as possible: taste, taste 
again and season enthusiastically, 
adding more chilli, cheese, capers 
or bits of sausage ifyou like. Serve 
and eat while the filled bread 
moons are still warm, with a cold 


beer and a bag of crisps. 


(ea) 


Grace Dent 


'This menu will send 
vegetarians doolally with joy' 


Oy 


Restaurants such as today's always 
give me a sense of disquiet before 
I set off. Perhaps it's their sense of 
gentle righteousness that puts me 
on the back foot. Roughly speaking, 
we would all love planet Earth not 
to die, choking in an oily fire slick 
littered with drowned polar bears, 
but how many of us actually do 
anything truly useful about it? 
Then along comes a place like 
Chantelle Nicholson's Apricity, 
staffed by mellow, thoughtful 
types who genuinely care about 
how the restaurant scene affects 
our planet. Suddenly, terms such 
as hyperseasonal, foraged, zero 
waste and low intervention enter 


TbeGuanllan 


the ether, which are all lovely 
concepts, obviously, and then 

I'm nine courses in and having 

the arse end ofa reclaimed turnip 
top fricassee explained to me, 
blinking in submission as the server 
explains how the chef rose at dawn 
to drain sap from trees. And, yes, 
the fricassee does taste a bit fizzy, 
doesn't it? It's at this point that 

I think guiltily about the punnet 
of Moroccan blueberries | ate that 
morning, like some sort of planet- 
hating sociopath. 

At Apricity, however, the evening 
turns out to be nothing like that at 
all. This is an airy, elegant, happy 
room in Mayfair with a menu that 
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Apriclty 

68 Duke Street, 
London WI, 020- 
8017 2780. Open 
Tues-Fri, lunch 
noon-2.15pm. 
(2.45pm Fri). dinner 
5.30-9pm (last 
orders); Sat noon- 
9pm. About £65 a 
head a la carte; 
five-course tasting 
menu £65, seven- 
course £80; set 
lunch £35, all plus 
drinks and service 
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will send vegetarians doolally with 
joy, but also has meat and fish dishes 
that are certainly no afterthought. 
The vegetarian stars ofthe show, to 
my mind, are the soft, jarnmy Isle of 
Wight aubergine made even more 
glorious with a vivid green zhoug 
and roasted almond butter, and the 
miso-roasted cabbage with smoked 
hemp cream and molasses (pictured 
below) that's awash with an umami 
sauce that you'll want to cast a finger 
over to scrape up every last drop. 
What's more, they're delivered 
without sermon or soliloquy, because 
Apricity just kind of gets on with it. 
They're just good people in beautiful 
uniforms running a very fancy 
Mayfair restaurant and serving 
delicious things that make little 
impact on all our futures. Ifyou go, 
do order the London red butterhead 
salad, which sounds like nothing to 
write home about, but is, in fact, a 
fairytale arrangement of pond-green 
leaves, lettuce and crispy kale, all 
assembled into a flower and dotted 
with miso afoli and fragments of 
cashew (right, top). The dish feels 
oddly otherworldly, as ifit might 
flutter and speak ofits own accord. 
For the record, I took a meat-lover 
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with me, the long-suffering Charles, 
who is still mentally scarred by the 
time I took him to Beetroot Sauvage 
in Edinburgh and made him eat 
chilli sin came not six feet froma 
woman in yoga pants with a camel 
toe. How he suffers for my art. Yet 
we have spoken several times about 
Apricity since our visit, about the 
good sourdough with Hollis Mead 
salted butter and the excellent 
grilled sea trout with a side of 
pink fir potatoes in brown butter, 
and have agreed to go back for the 
tasting menu. In fact, though there 
is meat on the menu in the form 
of Devon pork belly with kimchi 
and cull yaw ewe (mutton to you 
and me) with spicy chickpeas, we 
didn't order them, because the 
other dishes just felt instinctively 
better. Perhaps in the near future 
we will find a good name for this 
new geme ofvegetarian-with-meat 
restaurants, but nothing quite sums 
it up yet - the word "flexitarian" 
makes me cringe, while "demi- 
vegetarian" doesn't quite cut it. 
Semantics aside, Apricity is a 
restaurant dedicated to making 
vegetables the star ofthe show, 
which is a skill we've never quite 
nailed in this country. Yes, there are 
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The chip shop wrap 
at The Thin White 
Duke in Carlisle: 
scampi, curry sauce, 
scraps and mushy 
peas, IN A WRAP. 
Heaven 
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TRUFFLE 
Peau enna 
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Very truffly English 
truffle crisps with 
English heritage 
approval. Ultimate 
summer snack 
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Restaurant writer of the year 


oysters, but you glory in the black 
pearl mushrooms alongside them, 
spiced with XO sauce, Flanders 
wheat and wild garlic. There's a 
baby kale salad with hemp tahini 
and crispy onion that is a purely 
pleasurable way to get one ofyour 
five a day. I drank kombucha, which 
is my idea ofa party these days (they 
make it themselves, of course), but 
they'll also get you gloriously tipsy 
on sloe vodka spritz or a "Remy's 
beet" made with cognac, beetroot 
and raspberry liqueur. 

We ate early on a Saturday 
evening, and left even before the 
chihuahua at the next table looked 
like calling it a night, though not 
before inhaling a chouxnut - the 
clue is in the title, being part-choux, 
part-doughnut - with stewed apple 
and double cream, plus, because 
two puddings are my talent, the 
Esmeralda milk chocolate baked 
mousse with miso and brown sugar 
custard, which was really too dainty 
to share, so I didn't. Eat dinner, save 
the planet and be a superhero while 
eating vast amounts of brown butter 
smothered on spuds. Apricity, you 
are too good and truly delicious. 
The next episode of Grace's Comfort 
Eating podcast is released on Tuesday 
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Have your 
Colin Cake’ 
and eat it 


Get more choice than any other supermarket, 
including all your M&S favourites 
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There’s an CO ocado just for you 
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